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The Friday night Pride in Putaruru Christmas Parade saw families lining the 
extended parade route from Glenshea Park to Princes Street and return. It was a 
beautifully warm fine night, unlike the heavy rain of the day before.
Police, Fire Brigade and St John vehicles headed the parade. There was an 
abundance of siren noise and crowd clapping. 'Beautifying Putaruru' was the 
theme this year, but those entering were reminded that it was Christmas. 
22 floats took part in the competition section of the parade. A large number of 
vintage cars and trucks also joined in.

Sections representing Commercial, Youth and Children, and Services, Clubs and 
Societies entered the float competition.

The Float Parade winners were:
 • Commercial
   Laser Electrical
 • Youth and Children
   Buckland Street Childcare
 • Services, Clubs and Societies 
   Putaruru Lions Club

The award for the overall winner’s trophy went to Buckland Street Childcare.
Of course there's no parade without Santa and naturally he was there in style, 
greeting and waving to all he passed.
At Glenshea Park, after the parade, families were able to get up close to the floats, 
see the presentation of the parade awards, browse the food stalls, enjoy the free 

play equipment that was provided by Pride in Putaruru and hear the traditional 
Christmas music being played by the Cambridge Brass Band.
Amongst the floats were reminders of 
the Season and the reason for celebrating 
Christmas.
Full photo coverage of the parade is on 
the PiP Website.

16107 12 21

Laser Electrical: FIRST in the Commercial section.

Buckland Street Childcare: FIRST in the Youth and Childhood section and overall WINNER'S TROPHY.

Putaruru Lions Club: FIRST in the Services, Clubs and Societies section.
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Buckland Street Childcare: FIRST in the Youth and Childhood section.

Laser Electrical: FIRST in the Commercial section. Putaruru Lions Club: FIRST in the Services, Clubs and Societies section.

Stu Edmeades, (Pride in Putaruru Chairman), presents the section winners with 
their certificates.

The Cambridge Brass Band were very professional in their playing of Christmas music.
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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

As I sat down to write this and reflected on the last nearly two months in office; I 
must say what a busy, exciting, scary and rewarding role it is as your mayor.

As a new Council we've hit the ground 
running and I must thank all the 
councillors for their commitment to 
their new positions and the extra time 
they have put in to learning about 
council functions and where their role as 
governance fits over and above attending 
formal meetings. 

It is important to build a committed and 
strong team so we did have a day where 
the executive team and newly elected 
members got to know each other better 
and we talked about our aspirations for 
each of our communities over the next 
three years. That day gave us all a clear 
picture of the focus of newly elected 
members and it was very encouraging 
to see that we are all on the same page 

of more jobs for our district and better promotion of our district - and it was also 
important to everyone that the look and maintenance of our towns was better. 
There were some very innovative ideas that we have captured and will be looking at 
further. It was a positive and productive day.

It is also very important to me that communication with our community is 
enhanced and during the election I spoke about an open public forum concept 
before Council meetings. We have had our first forum and five people spoke. It 
went well and I do hope that you will make the most of this venture. We are also 
going to have a full Council meeting each year in Putaruru and Tīrau and in the 
New Year I will be having street meetings each month in each of our three towns. 
Watch the paper for dates.

Council working with a group like Putaruru Moving Forward will reap great 
benefits for Putaruru and already we are seeing some positive changes in town 
with the freshly painted shop frontages and seats and newly planted street trees. 
There's a lot of other work happening and the spirit of Putaruru is very positive. 
When did we last see Real Estate agents calling for listings? Council is working 
alongside Putaruru Moving Forward looking at making residential land available to 
capitalise on this demand.

I was at the opening of the new $385 million dollar Fonterra Milk Drier plant at 
Lichfield and I am sure that will be just the start of industry coming into the district.

Tīrau is well on the way with planning for the walkway project and a separate 
committee from the Tīrau Community Board has been set up to make that 
happen. I'm looking forward to that opening next year.

And now I'm looking forward to Putaruru's Christmas celebrations and the 
Christmas Parade as Putaruru always turns on a fantastic parade. 

Christmas will then be here and I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year and may we all drive carefully and return in the New Year healthy and 
refreshed ready for an exciting year ahead. 

FUNCTIONS OF A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

Witnessing Documents and Statutory Declarations.

JP’s are often called upon the witness signatures for various reasons. To be able 
to do this the person making the declaration must prove their identity to the JP 
(normally by providing photo identification), and sign the document in front of the 
JP. Each page must also be initialled by the JP and the signatory.

A Statutory Declaration is a statement which a person is declaring to be true. 
Making a false declaration can be punishable by up to 3 years imprisonment. 
As well as signing the declaration, the declarant must also state orally that their 
declaration is true. 

A later article will cover affidavits which are a sworn statement usually used in 
court proceedings.

Remember that a JP is available at the Putaruru Library on Fridays from 10am till 
12 noon and also at the Putaruru Craft Shop in Princes Street on Wednesdays from 
10am till 12 noon.

MANAGERS MEMO

Almost at the end of another calendar year. This year seems to have gone very 
quickly. Mathematically there is a case suggesting that as we age a year becomes 
a smaller and smaller portion of our lives and that is why each year seems to pass 
quicker than the last. Something to think about I suppose. Please don’t write to me 
with explanations.  

As this year closes out I’d like to record a vote of thanks to all those who have 
generously given their time in the many volunteer roles that are vital to our 
community, particularly those who respond to the siren each and every time it 
sounds. It amazes me that two of our most vital services Fire and Ambulance are 
forced to rely on volunteers. I understand we are one of the few countries in the 
world who still do that. Many, many thanks to you all.   

Spare a thought too for those who must work through the holiday season staffing 
hospitals and nursing homes and other institutions that are unable to simply close 
for a break. You guys are heroes. 

Christmas is a reminder of arguably the greatest love story ever told. I hope that it 
brings love and joy to you and that you find time to rest and relax and enjoy some 
time off during the summer. Maybe you can find time to give a little to others as 
well so that they experience a little more than perhaps they expected.

2017 holds a lot of promise for Putaruru. Our town is growing slowly as more and 
more people look to move away from the madness and the crazy prices of places 
further north. Yes we have lost two of our banks and that is a shame but I think 
we are seeing Putaruru slowing emerge from something close to stagnation as the 
town appearance is improved and new opportunities open up.

From all of us at Pride in Putaruru I wish you and your family a very Happy 
Christmas and may 2017 prove to be the best year yet.

Don’t forget to mark the 25th February in your new year’s diary. We are planning a 
great Water Festival.

AROUND TOWN

PiP TV: ACCESS THIS FROM THE HOME PAGE OF THE PIP WEBSITE
prideinputaruru.com

SWDC Mayor Jenny Shattock.

Kyle setting a new record jump for Green House at the St Mary's sports day.

PAWS receives an image make-over as part of the Putaruru Moving Forward plan.
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TARATAHI WAIKATO/BAY OF PLENTY GRADUATION 2016

On the evening of Friday, 25th November, Taratahi Agricultural Training Centre 
celebrated the success of students from across the Waikato and Bay of Plenty, who 
graduated from a range of agricultural programmes. Around 120 people gathered 
at the Plaza Theatre, Putaruru, as families, farmers, staff, local dignitaries and 
supporters came together to celebrate the success of all the graduating students.

Students from various 
secondary schools graduated 
from the Agriculture in Schools 
programme (Primary Industries 
Trades Academy), where 
graduates achieved a National 
Certificate in Primary Industries 
Level 1 or National Certificate 
in Agriculture (General Skills) 
Level 2. Other students from 
around the Waikato and Bay 
of Plenty Region, graduated 
from programmes including the 
Foundation in Agriculture (Level 
2) and Taratahi Certificate in 
General Farm Skills (Level 3).

According to Grant Kobus, 
Regional Manager, “The qualifications the students have worked hard to achieve, 
is the beginning of a great future in the agricultural sector for all of them. With the 
right attitude, motivation and work ethic, the opportunities are endless for these 
students whether they are going to work or study further.” 

The guest speaker for the evening was Zach Mounsey, who is a member of the 
Taratahi Waikato Advisory Committee. Zac has a large number of qualifications 
in the Agricultural Industry as well as a Business Diploma in Commercial 
Law, Management and Accounting. He is currently a self-employed operator 
responsible for the farm operation in a 50:50 Share-milking position. He has 
current experience with Dairy NZ and, in the past, has worked with Fonterra as 
well as serving in various positions on a number of Agricultural organisations.

The night would not have been the success it was without the support of all the 
sponsors. Taratahi is grateful to Phil’s Motorcycle Centre, Farm Source (Putaruru), 
Putaruru Service Centre and Bev’s Delights for their generous contribution of 
prizes for the major awards.

Two new awards were given this year, namely, The “Overcoming Adversity Award” 
which was received by Jade Fox; and the Award for “Service Above Self,” which 
was awarded to Kaleb Smiler.

Other major award recipients were:
 Primary Industries Trades Academy Overall Top Student Level 1: 
  Noah White - Hamilton Boys’ High School
 Primary Industries Trades Academy Overall Top Student Level 2: 
  Abby Lusby - Katikati College

Taratahi is looking 
forward to an 
exciting 2017. We 
are now taking 
enrolments 
for the Level 
2 Foundation 
in Agriculture 
Programme which 
will start early in 
the New Year. 

This is a 24 
week, fees free 
Programme 
specifically aimed 
at 16 - 19 year olds 

with no previous Level 2 qualifications. For more information, phone 0800 TARATAHI.

Grant Kobus (Regional Manager of Taratahi).
Grant Abby Lusby (Top Level 2 Primary 
Industries Trades Academy).

Jade Fox - the award for Overcoming 
Adversity.  

DENNIS MCLEOD

Dennis McLeod was born in Wellington in 1943 and raised 
on a dairy farm, first at Tokoroa in the late 1940’s and then 
on a farm south of the Hodderville Boys’ Home during the 
1950’s. He attended Lichfield Primary School and Putaruru 
High School and has now won an international book 
award. His stepfather Joe Hughes, owned the Dumbarton 
pedigree Jersey herd and with Dennis’s mother, Edna 
Hughes were heavily involved with the NZ Jersey 
Association and the Putaruru A&P Show. This meant McLeod was also involved in 
the local calf club scene at the Lichfield School. He also ran for Putaruru High School 
at the Waikato cross country champs and like most boys of the time played rugby, 
but his favourite sport was distance running and later basketball. 
On leaving school McLeod joined the Army as a Regular Force Cadet where 
he became the head cadet. On leaving the army he moved to Hamilton where 
he still lives. Over the passing years Dennis has been involved in many areas 
of society, he has served as president of a local school committee and Church 
synod representative. He was also elected president of the Hamilton Harrier 
Club and worked as an automotive tutor at the Waikato Polytechnic for a total 
of thirty-five years. During his working years he pastored 
a church and lived and worked in Israel plus ministered 
in the Philippines, Benin, Zimbabwe, Malawi Africa and 
Philadelphia in America.

Since his retirement McLeod has put pen to paper and 
has written a book covering the years of his life and the 
adventures that he has been on, revealing darker times of 
his childhood and life and the struggles he encountered 
as life progressed. The story follows a path of personal 
growth, adventure and learning as the years passed. The 
book speaks of his Christian faith, what this means to him 
and how it has given him strength in times of need. The 
book is titled Small Beginnings and follows this journey 
and has now won the Christian Inspirational section of the Bookvana Book Awards, 
which are part of the American news media. 
Small Beginnings is available at independent Christian Book Shops or by emailing 
Dennis at dpmcleod2@icloud.com
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Be a reader and a contributor, contact:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com 

We can assist you in spreading the word... enquire using the above email address and be a part of a sharing community...
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Jim Howland and Henry van Dyk cut the 25th 
anniversary cake at Rangiura.

RANGIURA HOME: 35 YEARS

We are proudly celebrating 35 years of care for the older person in the South 
Waikato and the journey itself started quite some time before this in 1968, (some 
48 years ago in fact), with the Woman’s Division of Federated Farmers, who under 
the leadership of the late Joan Bowman, suggested a rest home was needed for 
Putaruru and the surrounding districts.

During 1974, the first inquiry was made to the Medical Officer of Health as to 
the possibility of providing a home for the elderly. This was followed by a very 
generous donation of a six acre block of land in Matai Crescent by the late Wally 
and Dot Grey, which served as the platform we are standing on today.  

An interim ‘start-up’ committee was established which comprised of the first chairman 
Wally Grey and the name Rangiura, (which many of you know, translates to “glorious 
sunset”), was adopted. A building sub-committee was then established and Jim 
Howland, Dries Arts and Ena Clay also 
came on board at this time.

In 1975 the Department of 
Health gave approval for a 30 bed 
rest home to be built. A central 
fundraising committee was formed 
from the service club community 
organisations within Putaruru and 
the late Dries Arts became the 
Chairman of this. 

A major fund-raiser was planned 
- the QUEEN CARNIVAL, which 
engaged the efforts of Lisa 
Catchpole, Ruthana Begbie, Graeme Thomasson and Jan Schwarz to raise funds 
to get the venture underway. During this time various community organisations 
and the public raised $65,000. Following on from this, the combined services clubs 
Rangiura Appeal Committee was established, (headed by Chairman John Lamb), to 
raise an additional $60,000 for Rangiura home.  

Together with the thousands of hours of voluntary labour, donated supplies and 
building materials that either fell off passing trucks, or just landed on the building 
site unnoticed - the home was able to open in November 1981, (after 18 months 
of construction), debt free.
Opening day started with a ‘matron,’ (using the terminology of the day), and 
six staff and the first four residents were welcomed, (Mrs Cole, Mrs Bacon, Mrs 
Gorton and Mr Grey). If we fast forward to the present there are 115 staff and 75 
residents, (elders), and 120 village residents, (residing in our 85 villas). 

There have been some memorable milestones along the way so far. Over the last 
35 years there have been 28 alterations or new building projects within Rangiura 
from the original 30 bed home. Some of the highlights include:
 • adding the Grey Wing - 14 single room beds
 • several extensions to the accommodation wings
 • adding the recreational hall along with 6 studio rooms
 • major kitchen and laundry upgrades, including back of house staff amenities
 • the main car park extension
 • new administration offices
 • adding the physio and activity rooms
 • fast tracking the rest-home to hospital conversion
 • construction of our standalone 16 room Memory Support Home 
 • larger work-shop storage and extra car parking
 • 11 bed household in the main home
 • new Café, hairdresser, spa room 
 • 5 village centres completed, (now a total of 85 villas) 
 • purchase of additional land in Scotia Glen Street for future development

Today the Home has full occupancy, along with our 85 villas. The Trust Board 
employs 115 staff at all levels and contributes over 5 million dollars in wages and 
services a year back into the community and surrounding districts. 

The aged care sector continues to be put under intense pressure by increasing 
costs, increased level of acuity, and very little funding. The present level of funding 
from the DHB’s are 
placing the elderly 
at risk of reduced 
care and this in 
turn has seen the 
continued trend of 
smaller or standalone 
facilities closing or 
being purchased by 
corporate groups.

Rangiura are proud of
 their facilities and reputation. This is due to the on-going support of numerous 
organisations, volunteers, businesses, Council, along with a very supportive community. 

We also recognise the wonderful people who are here every day looking after our 
elders in various roles, their on-going efforts, heart felt care and professionalism 
remain constant - and also why Rangiura has maintained the family reputation it has 
for last 35 years. It is a demanding job which requires a special kind of person, and 
we have been very 
fortunate over the 
years to have people 
of such a high calibre. 

We acknowledge 
the late Wally and 
Dot Grey who very 
generously donated 
the land Rangiura 
stands on today. We 
have built our care 
home, hospital and 
memory support 
centre upon this ground and we 
could not have achieved this without 
their initial vision. We are sure Wally 
and Dot would be very proud of the 
achievements that can be seen all 
around following the effort of many 
people from our community. 

The past and present trust board 
members, our former chairmen, the 
late Wally Grey, Doug Gibb, and Dries 
Arts along with Jim Howland and the 
late patron Maurice Smith have each 
helped in their own special way to lay 
the foundations for what Rangiura has 
achieved to date.

Together we have accomplished many 
milestones for the communities of the 
South Waikato, providing a high level of 
care in an outstanding environment and 
facilities. This is only made possible with 
the very generous time, donations and 
grants made available to Rangiura.

As a Trust Board, we want to ensure the dreams of our early pioneers and the 
efforts that past and present staff, volunteers, Trust Board and wider community 
have contributed to Rangiura over the past 35 years, continue to be realised in our 
vision and values in the many years ahead. 

[This address was made by Henry van Dyk on behalf of the Trust Board, to the staff, 
residents, past and present board members, volunteers and community members 
at the recent 35 year anniversary celebrations of Rangiura.]

Freemason Lodge Putaruru Tirau members outside the dementia unit, with 
fundraising chairwoman Gaye Lamb (left) and Rangiura Board Chairperson 
Henry van Dyk, (right).

Completed duplex units at Rangiura Place stand behind the foundations of a 
series of stand alone villas.

The four Carnival Queens, (from left): Jan Schwarz, Ruthana Begbie, Graeme Thomasen and Lisa Catchpole, (the 
winning Queen). Event highlights surround the Green, Blue, White and Red Queens. (Putaruru Press, April 1976.)

Paul Keaney, area manager for Hawkins Constructions Ltd, 
Tokoroa, signs the Rangiura Homes contract watched by WJ 
Grey, Chairman. (July, 1980).

Jim Howland and Henry van Dyk cut the 25th 

anniversary cake at Rangiura.

Gaye Lamb and Jim Howland plant the memorial tree at the recent 35th Rangiura anniversary celebrations.
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OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE LICHFIELD FONTERRA MILK POWDER DRYER

Fonterra today celebrated the official opening of its new state-of-the-art milk powder 
dryer at its Lichfield site - the Co-operative’s most efficient milk powder dryer to 
date. MP for Taupo, Hon. Louise Upston and South Waikato Mayor Jenny Shattock 
joined local farmers, iwi and community members to officially open the new plant. 

Fonterra Chairman John Wilson said today’s opening is the continuation of our 
strong legacy in dairy production in New Zealand’s dairy heartland. 
“While Lichfield is one of Fonterra’s younger sites, over its 21 year history it has 
become one of the most significant for our Co-operative in our ability to meet 
growing global demand for dairy.” 
“This new plant will help us to strike a balance in our processing that allows us to 
switch between products quickly to meet demand changes in global markets, push 
the pace on production when milk volumes dictate, and ultimately deliver the best 
product mix to generate returns,” Mr Wilson says. 
The new 30 metric tonne an hour dryer came online in September this year and is 
capable of processing 4.4 million litres of milk each day. More than 3,000 people worked 
over one million hours to finish the project, which was completed under budget.  
Fonterra Chief Operating 
Officer Global Operations, 
Robert Spurway said the 
commissioning of the new 
plant was one of the smoothest 
and most efficient on record 
at Fonterra. “It was extremely 
impressive to see such a large 
and diverse group of people 
come together to deliver 
this project. Everyone has 
contributed something to the 
build which allowed us to do 
things faster, smarter and cost 
effectively,” says Mr Spurway. 
The dryer is supported by a new distribution centre, service and a sophisticated 
wastewater treatment plant.

“Processing such large volumes of milk is a resource intensive business, and 
we have put our focus into making sure any impacts are minimised wherever 
possible,” said Mr Spurway. 
“A new biological wastewater treatment plant ensures that we’re able to treat any 
wastewater before it is irrigated to land near the site – the most environmentally 
sustainable solution. 

“The new distribution centre has the capacity to store 40,000 metric tonnes of 
whole milk powder which is then loaded into containers and shipped directly to port 
via an in-built rail siding. This removes up to 40 truck movements from the site every 
day, which will not only free up local roads but also reduces our carbon emissions.”

WAOTU PUKETURUA GARDEN CLUB

Our Garden Club has been busy with outings since we came out of winter. 
Members have been busy in their own gardens but also treated to some wonderful 
creations of others.

On Monday 26th September, 36 of us 
headed of into the Morrinsville area 
to visit one large country garden and 
two smaller town gardens. We were 
certainly treated to the work of some 
talented gardeners. 

On October 31st a large group visited 
the ‘Tree Church’ at Ohaupo plus a 
Cobb Cottage/olive tree grove near 
Cambridge. The church has been on 
the wish list of many and was well 
worth the visit.

11 members headed away in mid 
November on a two night trip to visit 
Wanganui gardens. A fantastic trip 
visiting four amazing large country 
gardens, a very well presented garden 
centre plus fun social times. 

Our last group day out for the year was 
a visit two Tokoroa gardens on the 28th 
November. More wonderful gardens plus the Tokoroa Community Gardens. Plenty of 
plants and vegetables available for purchase - they are open to the public every day.

Our year ends with two Christmas functions: lunch at the Putaruru Hotel and a 
supper evening in the Bernhard’s Christmas paradise garden and home.

Our club also hosted a couple of clubs from nearby Cambridge/Te Awamutu - they 
visited local gardens and our thanks to those gardeners who are opened their 
gardens for these visitors. 

In August we also hosted a group from Pukeatua/Wharepapa South. Next year we 
hope we can arrange reciprocal visits to their areas. 

We wish everyone a happy Christmas and summer break with a good mix of sun 
and rain - for the gardens and farms.

Chief Operating Officer Global Operations Robert Spurway.

HONDA SHOP IN LARGE NEW PREMISES
The Honda Shop Putaruru boasts its brand new premises moving originally from a 
small premises on Arapuni Street, then to the old Wrightsons building on Tirau street. 
We are now in our bright, bold new premises on Rolf Way situated beside Farmlands.

Our new 
showroom 
boasts a full 
range of 
Quads, Side by 
Sides, 2 wheel 
farm bikes 
with a full 
range of kids 
bikes. 

We are now 
stocking some 
awesome new 
products from 
Honda Power 
Equipment including push and ride-on mowers, generators, weed eaters and trash 
pumps. We also carry a full range of C-Dax spray equipment, Safety helmets, LED 
lighting systems, MotoX gear and much more. 
In the New Year we will be stocking more exciting products in store.
Our service department has expanded somewhat. The service technicians handle 
all brands of Quads, 2 wheelers and Side by Sides. Our own farm service truck 
is fully equipped to meet the requirements of our more distant customers. We 
continue with our loan bike, pickup and delivery services.
We welcome everyone to call in, have a look around and discuss any needs you 
may have with our team here at The Honda Shop.

Garden Club members during a recent outing.

There’s always time for a group shot.

MP for Taupo, Hon. Louise Upston cuts the appropriately coloured ribbon.

A small part of the display area at the new Honda Shop.
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PUTARURU CROQUET CLUB CONTINUES TO PERFORM WELL 
Although the poor weather over September and October cut attending player 
numbers down on playing days, the recent finer weather has seen a resurgence to 
nearer normal attendances.
 
Three Putaruru Association Croquet players joined Matamata Croquet Club players, 
on two occasions, to play against Te Awamutu club in 2 rounds of the Council Cup. We 
lost the first round by only one hoop but turned the tables in the second meeting. 
Putaruru also had players in the combined Waikato clubs team against a Te 
Awamutu team, but were soundly beaten. 
Putaruru players performed to a high standard in the first round of our 5 Midlands 
League matches, against a Morrinsville team, winning 9 games out of the 10 games 
played. We also scored 66 hoops to there 40.  
Silver Badge matches at club level, have been completed. Representing Putaruru at 
the Waikato finals will be: Association Croquet, A Grade; Colin Jones, Intermediate 
Grade; Ron Roberts. Golf Croquet Reps will be: Premier Grade, Pat Jones, A Grade; 
Ron Roberts, Primary Grade; Dorothy Blackman.
 
An In-House GC tournament was held on Saturday 5th November. First were Elaine 
Mitchell and Anne Wood. Second were Pat Jones and Norine McPherson.

Putaruru Croquet Club members continue to keep their heads high with some 
good results against players from other clubs or against other clubs. Results 
over the last few weeks include three wins in three rounds of the Midlands 
Competition. These were against Morrinsville Blue winning 9 games to 1, Hamilton 
Hustlers, 5 wins each but a win to Putaruru because of a higher hoop count, then 
a win against Matamata Hawks with 5 wins each but again we had a higher hoop 
count. In the Waikato Silver Badge Golf Croquet finals Ron Roberts missed out but 
new player Dorothy Blackman, in her first major competition had 3 wins and 2 
losses to finish a very credible 3rd over all.

In the Association Croquet Silver Badge finals Colin Jones came first in the A Grade 
and Ron Roberts won the Intermediate Grade.

The club ran a successful Handicap Doubles Golf Croquet Tournament, on Sunday 
27th November, with a full field of 24 entries from Waikato, Thames Valley and Bay 
of Plenty clubs. 

Section 1 winners were: 1st Pat and Colin Jones - Putaruru, 2nd Allister McGregor 
and Lynn Corbett - Rotorua, 3rd Kelvin and Judy Blyde of Morrinsville Club. 

Section 2 winners were: Gay Fraser and Yvonne Hamilton from Te Awamutu, 
2nd were Cath Bayly and Joy Morgan - Te Awamutu, 3rd were Anne Patching and 
Dorothy Blackman of Putaruru Club.

Our next challenge for some Putaruru players is the annual Waikato/King Country 
Association Croquet clash against a team representing Thames Valley Croquet 
Association. Putaruru has 3 of the 4 players picked for the A Grade section in the 
12 player Waikato team. These are Colin and Pat Jones and Ron Roberts. 
For further information contact Ron Roberts on 07 883 32

Market your most valuable asset with the best, BURMESTER REALTY

Beat this commission rate 2.9%+GST for the first $500,000 then only 2%+GST after that & we include:

Feature listing with Trademe - FREE
Feature listing with Realestate.co- FREE

Burmester Independent Website- FREE
No Administration Fees

No Hidden Franchise Fees.

My promise to you
" I will get the best
price for your property."
- Liz Jones-Parry

Liz Jones-Parry
Licensed Salesperson (REAA 2012)

E: liz.jp@burmester.co.nz
W. burmester.co.nz

"your local professional delivering value and service"

M: 021 663 926
P: 0800 18 88 80 O

N
LY 2.90%commission

up to $500,000 2% thereafter plus GST

PUTARURU & DISTRICT SERVICES CLUB

December
 Sunday 18th Putaruru Street Markets, 9am - 12noon Princes Street. Last   
 Markets before Christmas. Get your last minute gifts from local handmade   
 crafts and gifts on offer. 

 Wednesday 21st Christmas raffle draw will be at 7pm.

 Bistro closed 22nd December - mid January.

Up coming events next year:
 Eric Clapton and The Who tribute show in April.
 Eagles tribute show in June.

PUTARURU TOY LIBRARY
Putaruru Toy Library committee members send out a huge thanks to the stall 
holders and the public for supporting our recent Christmas Night Market, held on 
a very wet Friday 25th November. We couldn’t believe the bad luck of another wet 
evening but it didn’t stop the 100’s of people turning up and the hotel was abuzz 
with shoppers. All our stall holders appeared happy with their sales.

A big thanks to Chris and Annelies from the hotel who provided this wonderful 
venue and did all they could to make it a success for us.

The delicious lolly covered gingerbread house was won by Sam Pacey, to his 
absolute delight! Our 'Off on Holiday' Hamper raffle is still on sale and will be 
drawn in mid-December.

The Toy library closes for year on the 9th December and re-opens on Tuesday 7th 
February. Merry Christmas and we know Santa will agree, “Play is the Way.”

Check out the 2017 Water Festival details 
on the back page of this Prattler...
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCES
 • Hand hold plate changed  
  colour
 • Bar removed from the  
  spinner
 • Cat now in the playground
 • Swing mats are missing
 • Slide barrel changed colour
 • Extra small slide added

 All these original 
puzzles are the 
copyright of

 Pride in Putaruru.

WHAT’S DOWN

 • Trading Banks leaving town - when "closed for good" is bad.
 • Smashing the Fire Station windows.
 • Food wrappers discarded outside properties 
  on the way home - and after 2 days, this...

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW PUTARURU?

The mystery object from the October Prattler has now been replaced!

The October Mystery Object was identified by 19 people. 

It was the damaged lighting pole in Princes Street, near the railway over-bridge.

To make a suggestion about a mystery object simply email The Prattler at this address: 
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

WHAT’S UP

 • Families enjoying the Christmas Parade.
 • Positive reaction to the shop front cleaning and painting.
 • Quality entertainment being provided by the Plaza, Putaruru
  Theatre Players, South Waikato Music Society and the Club.

Answers to the Puzzles from pages 30 and 31 of The Prattler

WORLD VIEW RELATED

How many games can you find being played in this painting by Pieter Bruegel?
WHERE DO THE CHILDREN PLAY?
View Cat Stevens singing this iconic song live, by 
using the link on the PiP website...
 I know we've come a long way,
 We're changing day to day,
 But tell me, where do the children play? 
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WARD REPRESENTATIVES SWDC: COUNCILLOR COLUMN

Putaruru Ward Herman Van Rooijen
The year is rapidly drawing to a close and still so 
much to do! The new Council is settling in well with 
most members able to attend the meetings, which 
are covering so many aspects of our district's affairs.

Annual plan meetings will commence soon and 
we have decided to change the way we will be 
consulting, with open sessions to gather ideas and 
contacting persons who have been involved in the 
past. Mayor Jenny has also instituted Public Forums 
before council meetings so citizens can come and 
present their ideas and concerns in person.

My focus will be on involvement in all aspects, but I will 
be very interested in Healthy Rivers/Wai Ora, as that 

will have great impact on urban and rural in our district for years to come, think sewage 
treatment and effluent disposal as well as all kinds of point source contamination.

The rail crossing in Main Street, Putaruru could become a concern if shunting in 
the yards closes it for longer periods - Kiwi Rail advise up to 7 minutes. A Putaruru 
citizen suggested to me to get solar powered advice panels installed as you find at 
some pedestrian crossings. They indicate the length of time before the lights will 
change. We could have panels at the roundabouts at either end of Main Street so 
drivers are informed and can take an alternative route, not ideal I know but we 
need to manage what will be reality.

I attended the opening of the new milk powder plant at Lichfield in December. 
What a fantastic advance for South Waikato to have the most advanced plant in 
the world, in our district. It will mean more jobs and eventually more families 
living here, so economic growth, which is a real focus of our Council.

As a rural person, I’m aware NZ Transport agency is looking at less funding for local 
roads. This a huge concern for me as traffic is increasing in numbers and size. For 
many years councils have built a very good network of roads and I will fight to 
keep it so. Our economy depends on it.

Pressure is building to get space allocated for more residential housing.

Thea and I like to take this opportunity to wish you all well for Christmas and the New Year. 

Putaruru Ward Adrienne Bell
November has been an interesting month for new 
and re-elected councillors as we get to know each 
other and start to plan the journey ahead. We 
started off with a day at Okoroire Hot Springs Hotel 
where we did some team-building and shared our 
hopes and visions for the future of the District. The 
following week was more down to earth as we went 
on a tour of Council facilities including the recycling 
depots, sewerage treatment plants and cemeteries. 

Our first ‘normal’ council meeting since the election 
was also the first of our public “Open Forums” 
where, at the suggestion of Mayor Jenny Shattock, 
members of the community can spend a few 

minutes before each meeting talking to councillors about absolutely anything that’s 
on their minds. We heard some great ideas this time and look forward to hearing 
more - meeting dates are on the SWDC website www.southwaikato.govt.nz

Later in November we joined other Waikato councils for a Regional Council 
briefing and Forum at Karapiro - a beautifully appropriate venue for discussions, 
which included water and environmental issues. A couple of days later we met 
with members of an even wider group of councils for our quarterly “Zone 2” 
meeting - this time hosted by Hauraki District Council and held in Waihi where, at 
lunchtime, we were treated to a look at their impressive interactive Gold Discovery 
Centre - a must-see if you are ever in the area. 

Outside of Council meetings I have attended a range of community events 
and meetings including Creative NZ workshops at the Plaza Theatre, a great 
performance by Putaruru Theatre Players in Jersey Girls at the Kensington Theatre 
and a meeting at the Timber Museum where Scion Crown Research Institute in 
Rotorua has again donated Xmas trees to be grown and sold at the site. I also 
took part in Rotary’s Annual Book Fair and performed with my music pupils at the 
Putaruru School of Music’s Annual Concert and Prize giving at Putaruru College. 
[See PiP TV Episode 27]

I enjoyed the Putaruru Christmas Parade and the special Christmas Carnival Show 
with Shane and the Shazam Band at the Putaruru District Services Club.

              Putaruru Ward Gray Baldwin

 

 3 Hardly any nutrients are released from our waste water treatment plants to   
  local waterways. I was pleasantly surprised how much effort goes into cleaning  
  up before we release the water back to environment.  
 4 Lots and lots of people are visiting the Blue Spring. A good problem to have. A  
  lot more is going on behind the scenes to fix some of the problems this is   
  causing. I am confident we will solve the problems and this will be a wonderful  
  attraction for the town going forward.    
 5 A lot of people are using the Waikato River Trails. I am pleased the mayor has   
  asked me to represent Council on this important business. Cycling is going nuts  
  around the world and Putaruru can benefit from this. I will be making a New   
  Years resolution to get back riding my bicycle - a great way to enjoy the fresh air  
  and scenery we have here.

Tirau Ward Peter Schulte
I would like to thank The Prattler again for this 
opportunity to reach our People in Putaruru and Tirau.

Communication with the Tirau Ward Community:
The Tirau Community Board and I have set up one 
email address to reach us all: 
tiraucommunity@gmail.com

We have also setup a Facebook group called Tirau 
Ward Community. There you’ll find updates on 
what’s happening in the Tirau Ward and our District.

Our Farming Community will be facing environmental challenges in the future and 
our Council is fully aware of the impact that might have on our economy! We will 
also be listening to farmer needs and wants during this period.

Church Street in Tirau is scheduled to get new curbs and we are trying to get a bit 
more traction on our domain Project. 

Thanks to the TCB and our Council, the Tirau Memorial Hall had a new disabled 
ramp installed and all the toilets have been refurbished as well. Well done!

I would like to say a special thanks to all the People who light up there homes for 
Christmas in our District. What a sight to see the kids smiling faces when they see 
decorations.

Christmas is coming and I would like to wish everyone a Safe Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year!

Well it's nearly 2 months after the Council elections and 
I’ve learnt heaps. I’ll use my column to share some of my 
learning which fits into 2 categories. “Lots” and “Not many.”

 1 Hardly any houses are for sale in Putaruru and
  lots of people want to live here. I campaigned  
  on business and residential growth and I’m
  pleased with the airtime that this issue is
  getting at Council.

 2 Very few families use our cemeteries any more 
  to bury their loved ones, cremation is obviously  
  a much more popular option.

PUTARURU COLLEGE PRIZE-GIVING 2016

Michael Flavell - Deputy Head Boy 
2017.

Santraea King - Deputy Head 
Girl 2017.

Nathan Burnett - Adrienne Marr 
Cup (General Excellence).

Brad Wharehoka - Proxime 
Accessit (Runner-up Dux).

Liz Stegen - Dux. Kalani Sahinovic & Michelle Hamilton - Head Boy & 
Head Girl 2017.
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Wow, what a year 2016 has been at The Plaza! We’ve hosted 21 Performing Arts 
Events and 19 Movies. We’ve also been the venue for numerous Meetings, AGM’s, 
Prize Giving, Fund-raisers, Workshops, Awards and Graduation Ceremonies. 

The Plaza is available to hire for events next year, however our calendar is already 
filling up. Please feel free to contact Emma to secure your booking if you have an 
event planned for 2017.

The Plaza is also the venue for some wonderful community groups:

 Mah Jong Mondays, 1pm 
 Putaruru 50+ Group Tuesdays, 1pm Contact Leo Houben 07 883 8518 
 Putaruru Plaza Indoor Bowling Club Thursday, 7:30pm (March-October 2017)   
  Contact Julie Still 07 883 3197
 South Waikato Country Music 4th Friday of every month, 7pm 
 South Waikato Music Society Contact Paul Bowers-Mason 027 364 9274

MOVIE SCHEDULE
We have a few movies scheduled to keep the kids 
entertained in the long week between school finishing and 
Christmas. Tickets are $5 Students, $8 Adults

Monday 19th December 2pm Robinson Crusoe - The Wild Life
Times are good for Mak the parrot, Scrubby the goat, 
Carmello the chameleon and the rest of the wildlife that 
inhabit a tropical island. Their day-to-day routine gets shaken 
up when a mysterious creature washes up on shore. He’s 
a sailor named Robinson Crusoe, and he’s the only human 
survivor of a terrible storm that destroyed his ship. As the 
animals get to know their peculiar new guest, they find 
him to be a useful ally when two conniving cats try to seize 
control of their exotic paradise.

Wednesday 21st December 2pm - Pete’s Dragon
Mr. Meacham (Robert Redford), a woodcarver, delights 
local children with stories of a mysterious dragon that lives 
deep in the woods of the Pacific Northwest. His daughter 
Grace (Bryce Dallas Howard) believes these are just tall 
tales, until she meets Pete (Oakes Fegley), a 10-year-
old orphan who says he lives in the woods with a giant, 
friendly dragon. With help from a young girl named Natalie 
(Oona Laurence), Grace sets out to investigate if this 
fantastic claim can be true.

Friday 23rd December 2pm - The Secret Life of Pets
Max (Louis C.K.) is a spoiled terrier who enjoys a 
comfortable life in a New York building until his owner 
adopts Duke, a giant and unruly canine. During their walk 
outside, they encounter a group of ferocious alley cats and 
wind up in a truck that’s bound for the pound. Luckily, a 
rebellious bunny named Snowball swoops in to save the 
doggy duo from captivity. In exchange, Snowball demands 
that Max and Duke join his gang of abandoned pets on a 
mission against the humans who’ve done them wrong.

EVENTS COMING UP IN 2017
Thursday 16th February 7:30pm - Fiona Pears and Band  $20 

Adults, $15 Concession
‘Electrifying’ - ‘extraordinarily animated’ - ‘featuring rare 
and natural charisma.’ These are words used to describe 
Fiona Pears, the highly talented violinist and composer from 
Christchurch. Together with her talented band, featuring Ian 
Tilley on piano, Pete Fleming on double bass and Burke Goffe 
on guitar, Fiona will perform music from her own exciting 
compositions as well as some well-known favourites. Expect 
a fiery melting pot of flavours! “The audience couldn’t help 
but smile as we recognised that here was a musician who 
not only has an amazingly accomplished technique, but she’s 
also up on stage having a ball.” [The Nelson Mail]

Saturday 4th March 7:30pm - Bad Moon 
Rising  Pre-sale tickets $25. Door Sales $27
NZ’s Premiere International Creedence 
Clearwater Revival Tribute Show Bad Moon 
Rising delivers an authentic and convincing 
tribute to one of the most treasured bands 
in history. Performing in Christchurch, 
London, TVNZ, Auckland, Glasgow, 
Queenstown, Helsingborg, Wellington, 
Blackpool - and now right here!

PUTARURU THEATRE PLAYERS

Putaruru Theatre Players ended 2016 on a high with a very successful end of year 
production Jersey Girls Farmed and Dangerous. For the first time in many years 
over 500 patrons, (over the season), packed the Kensington to be entertained! 
Cast members are still being stopped in the street and complimented on a “fine 
night out in Putaruru.” In fact, Jersey Girls brought down the curtain on a very 
good year of first class theatre.

The year started with a 
very slick and professional 
performance of the tried and 
true English classic Bouncers. 
Night life in Putaruru never 
took on the heights of this 
production but the show was 
very well received and received 
high acclaim from theatre 
critics! The cast also performed 
an extended two-night season 
in Tokoroa!

Next up was the A Murder is Announced by the famed author Agatha Christie. A 
tricky and demanding play was well presented by a large cast! The audience were 
on the edge of their seats to see “who dunnit.” 

Pleasing to the society was the fact that many first time patrons passed through 
the doors of the Kensington. Who needs to go the Auckland, pay 5 times the 
amount to see great theatre? Take time out and visit the “our theatre’ in your own 
back yard! Many can’t wait to come back in 2017!

We are planning a busy 2017, so keep a look out on Facebook, and The Prattler. 
First up in May we have a hilarious play comedy/farce, The Amorous Ambassador 
by Michael Parker! Keep a look out and see you at the Kensington!

ST JOHN PENGUIN CADETS VISIT CARDRONA REST HOME

In early December, St John Youth Division visited Cardrona Rest Home and 
delivered Christmas gift boxes to the residents that the Penguin Cadets from 
Putaruru had made. It took them about 4 weeks to make the selection of goodies. 
They cut pictures out of magazines and put stickers on the boxes - then filled them 

with an air 
freshener, 
deodorant, 
tissues, a 
hankie, a 
flannel and 
soap animals 
the cadets 
had made. 
The men got 
aftershave and 
a razor. 

The residents 
thought that 
they were 
great. 

Alison Fiveash, penguin leader, Roman Fiveash, penguin cadet, Lucia Stewart, 
penguin cadet, Meagan Stewart, parent help, Joanne White, assistant Divisional 
Manager and Craig White, Divisional Manager, all went to Cardrona to deliver them.

Roman Fiveash presenting his gift to a group of Cardrona residents.

Above - Jersey Girls and below, Bouncers - productions from the 2016 season. 
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ROTARY EDUCATION TRUST

Putaruru Rotary hosted the 4 main recipients of Putaruru Rotary Education 
Trust scholarships for 2016 which were awarded earlier in the year. These 
students were: 
Chloe Belfield
Chloe is studying Agricultural Science at Massey University in Palmerston North.  
Mabelle Canato
Mabelle is studying Accounting at Waikato University. 

Gabby Mathews
Gabby is studying Agricultural and Animal Science at Massey University in 
Palmerston North.  
Tegan Totterdell
Tegan is studying science at Waikato University.  
The Putaruru Rotary Education has been operating since 1992 and over that time 
around 162 students have received support. Many of these students have gone on 
to be highly successful.

Chloe Belfield: Last year I shared my Outward Bound experience in The Prattler. 
Since then a lot has changed. Currently I am 18 years old and have lived one year 
away from home in the Manawatu Halls at Massey University in Palmerston North. I 
have lived in Putaruru my whole life so the change of scenery to Palmerston North was 
very different. It took a while to adjust to living in the halls with 40 other students and 
on campus of a university as opposed to our 3½ acre lifestyle block with no neighbours 
for 700 meters. I can proudly say I have completed my first year of university.

Last summer I worked on Martin Bennett’s dairy farm for 4 months which allowed 
me to save money for the cost of university and I also learnt a lot over this period. 
It continued to develop a passion I have for the dairy industry.

In February I began my degree which is a Bachelor of Agriscience - majoring in 
Agriculture. I have to say I have really enjoyed the papers within my course this 
year. Some were very difficult and stressful whilst others were interesting and 
an ease to learn. The papers I studied this year included a varied range from 
economics and agribusiness to plants, soils, animals and ecology. All of which I 
might add are compulsory papers for my degree.

In all honesty, I found this year at university quite awesome. At times yes stressful, 
yes hectic, but mind opening. As with everything there were ups and downs but 
I enjoyed learning a vast amount about the dairy industry which I am passionate 
about, and other interconnecting subjects. Even though it was difficult at times 

living with 40 other people in the hall, I did also enjoy the social aspect too. I have 
met a large range of people over the course of the year and engaged myself in 
many different clubs and activities. 

Previously a member of the Piarere young farmers club, I changed to the Massey 
young farmers club which had many great social events and opportunities to 
immerse myself within the club. They had a wool-shed barn party, bus trip and I 
was on the committee that helped to plan the ball which is a sold out, must-do 
event every year. I was also a member of the red meat network in which various 
speakers came and talked about their role within the red meat or dairy industry 
and how they got there. For example I met Emma Higgins the dairy analyst for 
Rabobank, and Mike Peterson who has been director and chairman of many 
companies and is heavily involved in our primary sector. As one of the only first 
year students in the group among 30 other students, it was a good experience in 
learning to build connections. 

Over the course of the year, in my spare time I preoccupied myself by working 
once a week on a dairy farm 30 minutes from the University. This allowed me to 
save money and make a personal contribution to my student loan, along with 
keeping myself sane and being able to play rugby on the weekends. So I also 
played in a women’s 15’s and 7’s varsity rugby team. I have played seven’s rugby 
for the past 3 years at high school so I was glad that I could continue to play a 
sport. I also played in a social netball team with girls from my hall, which was a 
different sport for me. 

So what’s in store for me for the future? I am living in Cambridge for the summer 
period and am working on a goat farm on the racecourse. We milk 850 goats 
which live in sheds and grass is cut and fed out to them there. I look forward to 
developing a different skill base and opening my mind to another industry that is 
quite present within New Zealand. 

Next year I am taking papers such as pasture and crop agronomy, soil fertility and 
fertilisers, decision tools for the primary industry, and engineering principles in food 
and fibre production, plus a few more. I am also flatting with 3 other girls that have 
agriculturally based degrees so I look forward to the fun that flatting will bring. 

In the mid-term, my goals as of yet haven’t changed much. Upon leaving university, 
I would love to have a job as a fertiliser rep and work my way up within a company. 
I am still really interested in soils and am planning on taking some days out to meet 
with different people from different parts of the industry and developing an idea for 
different jobs; however that is the one I have in mind for now.

In the long term I have a goal to own a dairy farm. That is something that will take 
a lot of time and effort to make happen but I think for my own personal self it is a 
good goal to strive for. 

The Rotary grant has been really helpful to me and I appreciated it immensely. I used 
the money to pay off some of my student loan which covered my course papers 
and money each week and for textbooks for my degree. At the end of the day any 
amount of money helps, so thank you for helping support me in pursuing my goal. 

I would just close with a quote. At age nine his mother died. At age 22 he lost his 
job as a store clerk. He wanted to go to law school but his education wasn’t good 
enough. At 23 he went into debt to become a partner in a small store. At 26 his 
business partner died leaving him a huge debt that took years to repay. At 28 after 
courting a girl for four years, he asked her to marry him. She said no. at 37 on his 
third try, he was elected to congress, but two years later, he failed to be re-elected. 
At 41 his four year old son died. At 45 he ran for the senate and lost. At 47 he 
failed as the vice-presidential candidate. At 49 he ran for the senate again and lost. 
At 51 he was elected President of the United States and amongst his achievements 
was the abolition of slavery. His name? Abraham Lincoln. A man many consider 
one of the greatest leaders America ever had. To me this story reveals that life 
obstacles are always present, but don’t change the end goal you have - just change 
the path you are taking to get there.

Mabelle Canato: Mabelle is from the Philippines and a first year student at the 
University of Waikato taking a Bachelor of Business Analysis major in accounting. 

Ten months ago, I received a call from Rotarian Gavin Muckle while I was at work. 
A call I had been praying and waiting for. A call that made me extremely happy. 
When he said the words, (with my poor memory I still remember it), just so 
you know, “We decided to grant you the scholarship.” I felt like all mine and my 

Mabelle, Chloe and Gabby at their recent presentation night for Rotary - three bright futures.
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mother’s hard work paid off. That was certainly one of the most unforgettable 
moments in my life. 

This scholarship opened the gates of the university for me. One thing I never 
thought would happen to me. When I entered the gates of the university, I 
thought to myself, “Finally, I’m here. With God’s help, I made my way out of the 
maze. However, I‘m entering a bigger maze. And this maze needs more effort and 
perseverance in order to be solved.” 

At first, I was intimidated by everybody at the university, my friends especially. 
I felt like I didn’t fit in. A friend of mine asked, “You’re taking accounting right?” 
and I said, “Yes.” She replied, “It’s hard to find jobs for accounting these days 
because the firms recruit people with high achievements. Why not consider taking 
a different course?” The thought that even a friend of mine doesn’t believe in me, 
was a nightmare. Then I realized I didn’t get here for no reason. I got here because 
of the people who supported me wholeheartedly. 

My mother, who did it all for the selfless motivation of giving me and my sisters 
more opportunities to make our lives better than the ones they had. The Rotary 
Club, who willingly and generously supported me with care. My teachers and 
mentors, my family and friends. I can’t waste all their efforts. So I used her words 
to motivate me to stand up. And I did!

I managed to pass all my papers, excluding the one I’m taking this summer 
because it’s still on-going and I got to be a student representative in two of my 
classes. Becoming a student representative has been such a great experience for 
a first-year student like me. It has allowed me to gain better understanding of the 
university’s system. I was able to work with other active students and contribute 
to decision making. It has enhanced my skills especially in communication as I was 
also able to collaborate with students and teachers. This has led me to deeper 
learning and understanding in what it means to be a student representative, which 
makes my year even more memorable.

I therefore hope that in the future I will be able to reach my goal of completing a 
postgraduate study in Forensic Accounting. It will be tough, it will be exhausting, 
and it could leave me broke, but I believe it will be worth it. 

So I’d like to take this opportunity to deeply thank you for your most generous 
support. My educational pursuits would not be possible without generous support 
from scholarship sponsors like your organization. So many students feel hopeless 
at the thought of not being able to afford a college education, and yet here I am, 
extremely blessed to learn under the roof of one of the most comprehensive 
universities in New Zealand. Therefore, I am truly honoured to be one of the 
recipients of the Rotary Education Trust Scholarships. Thank you very much for 
enabling this opportunity and for giving students the chance to pursue our life goals.

Theodore Roosevelt once said, “Believe you can and you’re halfway there.”

Gabby Matthews: I am very honoured to have been selected as a Putaruru 
Rotary Scholarship recipient for 2016. I have begun my university study at Massey 
University in Palmerston North, originally studying a Bachelor of Science majoring in 
both Animal and Agricultural Science but now as a Bachelor of AgriScience student. 

I have studied a variety of papers this year, including chemistry, biology, plant 
science, statistics and the role of animals in agriculture which I have extremely 
enjoyed and cannot wait to learn more about in the upcoming years of my degree. 

Growing up on a dairy farm in Putaruru I have always been interested in the way 
the farm operates and how to make the most milk, and through my first year of 
study I have developed a particular interest in the dairy science and different ways 
of improving production while decreasing costs. In the coming years I’m looking 
forward to learning about soil science, economics and agribusiness as well as more 
in depth dairy science.

While I am not sure what the future brings or where my career will go, I am 
looking towards research in dairy science or farm consultancy, and I know that 
agriculture is definitely the place for me.

University is known to be costly so the scholarship I received has been very 
beneficial and has helped to cover the costs of textbooks and first year 
accommodation. I would like to say another thank you to the Putaruru Rotary Club 
for their support and encouragement throughout the year. It has meant a great 
deal that you believe in where my study can take me.

GUESS WHO CAME TO OUR SCHOOL?

The day we had been waiting for had finally arrived - the world famous Temuera 
Morrison was coming to visit 9RRo’s Drama class. How did we manage to get a 
Hollywood superstar to come to Putaruru College? Well, this is what happened.

Our drama teacher Miss M was shopping at her local supermarket one evening 
when she spotted an actor from Shortland Street standing at the checkout. She 
wanted to talk to him about acting, but she chickened out, she didn’t want to 
intrude on his privacy.

The next day she recounted her exciting supermarket encounter. Then asked, 
“Does anyone in 9RRo have an actor in the family that could come into class and 
do some drama with us?”

To our surprise, yes, someone did have an actor in the family. It turned out Jordyn 
Stafford’s uncle is none other than -Temuera Morrison. A plan began to hatch and 
the text messages began to fly.

We watched Temuera’s movie Mahana. Bonnie became so inspired, that over her 

weekend she wrote a storyline and script for our class to work on. Hamish had 
a brain wave, “We should perform this for Temuera Morrison.” We got to work. 
Everyone had a part. The story was based around two families who have a dispute 
and ban their children from seeing each other. The grandparents from each family 
reunite the feuding families when they reveal that they are in love. The families 
are forced to reflect on their behaviour and settle their differences - peace returns.

It was hard to secure a date with Temuera as he was back and forth to LA working 
on a film. Then Jordyn came to school and said, “Uncle Tem is coming tomorrow.” 
Coming from Te Arawa Lands into Raukawa, Temuera was formally greeted with 
a Whakatau. We all felt very proud and privileged to exchange a hongi with him. 
Temuera shared some stories, then it was time to perform our play. We were so 
nervous, Miss M said, “Remember, he is just Jordyn’s uncle today.”

We got into 
the acting 
zone and 
gave the best 
performance 
we had ever 
done. We 
were buzzing 
and proud, 
We had 
actually just 
performed our 
own play for 
a Hollywood 
super star. 
Miss, cried 
twice because 
she was proud 
of us. This 
was about 
the seventh 
time she had 
cried this 
term because 
she’s been so 
proud of our 
achievements and the learning journey we have been on.

We weren’t selfish, we shared him with the rest of the school in a short assembly 
before he dashed off for an audition. He made the school laugh with his funny 
stories. He did a little bit of name dropping, but sadly we didn’t managed to get 
Dwayne ‘The Rock’ Johnson’s phone number from him. 

He inspired and motivated students and staff with his advice about living life. 
Leigh’ Kayle said, “He inspired me to do better in drama, he shared really good tips 
and stories.”

Hamish Whyte recalled, “He explained how to improve our speaking and acting in 
drama. He also gave us good information to help us improve our lives.”

Orini summed up his speech to the school, “I found his tips and advice very useful. 
He talked about the waka and following your star. His waka or the way he travelled 
through his life was acting. He advised us, “You will need to pick up some tools to 
put on your waka as you travel through your life.” He explained the importance of 
choosing your tools wisely and to think carefully about who you let on your waka, 
you have to be paddling in the same direction.”

Sophee also gained inspiration, “Tem told us many funny stories along with 
amazing advice on living your own dreams and steering your own waka. He really 
is an amazing actor and I’m sure many students were inspired by him because I 
know I definitely look up to him.”

So the 29th of November is a school day we will never forget, the day Temuera 
Morrison came to our Drama Class. [Written by 9RRo - Putaruru College]

Learning from a master - Temuera Morrison inspires the Putaruru College drama group.
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SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 
ADVERTISE IN THE PRATTLER

Simply email: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

LIONS

With this changeable weather, we are all hoping that we get more of 
those beautiful sunny days of summer soon.

The Food Bank Appeal is one of our major events. We join together 
each year with the Putaruru Fire Brigade. This year with the 
enthusiastic help from Scouts, Girl Guides and St John we were once 
again able to stock the shelves with a great variety of food. This is due to the 
generosity of the Putaruru Residents who give so freely. The drive wouldn't work 
without you, our caring community.

Putaruru Lions is happy to again support the Putaruru Library Summer Holiday 
Programme for the youth of our town. Do check this out with the library for 
details, our young ones are our future.

Do you know someone that needs a Mobility Scooter? Lions have some ready to 
go to new homes. They have just had new batteries and been given a service. We 
now have them ready to distribute out for a small fee. Give Dean or Jeff a phone 
call for further information. Dean 07 888 3357, Jeff  07 888 7675.   

With the slinks collection finished, our truck has been given a thorough service, 
cleaned, sides taken off and ready for the job of decorating it for the Christmas 
parade. What an exciting time it is for those lined up to see the floats and of 
course the big attraction, the Man in Red. 

Putaruru Lions float was designed as a tribute to the people of Putaruru for being 
so caring, friendly, generous, and support given to our club though the years. It has 
been our pleasure to Serve our town. It is people that make a ‘Beautiful Putaruru.’

Putaruru Lions Club have been involved with marshalling the parade for over 33 
years with John Hutton taking the role of organiser for that time, getting members 
in the right position. Preparing Santa's sleigh ready for the big day is a huge 
undertaking. This is a day when Lions members look forward to and enjoy.
Putaruru Lions wish you all a wonderful Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 
Take care on the roads and enjoy being with family and friends this Christmas.

KIWIRAIL

Rail operations for Fonterra’s new milk powder operation have commenced, with 
the first wagons being loaded in October. Rail is used for the transport of milk 
powder from the Lichfield factory through to the Tauranga port. KiwiRail have 
recommissioned the rail siding in Putaruru to assist with the rail operation. This 
work has included upgrade work on the existing rail siding and a security fence. 
The rail operation is really important to enable efficient transport of product to 
port and reduces truck movements on the road. Using rail also reduces carbon 
emissions, with 66% fewer emissions per tonne of freight moved. 

“We are working hard to minimise the impact of the trains on the Main 
Street crossing by using the Kinleith siding for empty wagons,” says KiwiRail’s 
Communities Liaison Manager Gill Evans. “We’ll continue to monitor how the rail 
sidings are working and are keen to hear any feedback via email on:
kiwirail@kiwirail.co.nz.”

CHRISTMAS AT COUNTDOWN PUTARURU

The team at Countdown Putaruru would like to 
take this opportunity to wish the local community 
and their families a safe and Merry Christmas.

We’re really proud of our heritage as part of 
communities throughout New Zealand and 
are committed to supporting great causes that 
make Kiwis’ lives a little better. We do this 
through our partnerships with a number of 
community organisations and charities.

This year we have a community Christmas tree 
in store, where customers and staff are invited 
to donate gifts for less fortunate children. Gifts 
can be placed under the Christmas tree in store, 
and there will be labels to indicate what age 
group the gift will be suitable for. We are also 
happy to wrap the present for you if you wish.

Please help us make someone’s Christmas 
wonderful buy donating a gift. Gifts will be 
passed on to charity closer to Christmas.

With Christmas fast 
approaching, you will also 
see some trolleys set up 
in store for our Christmas 
Food Rescue. As part of the 
appeal every Countdown 
store around the country will 
donate a trolley with $500 
worth of groceries to their 
local Salvation Army centre. 

There is also a trolley set up 
for our customers to donate 
goods as well.

We understand what’s 
important to our local 
community and are excited 
about being an active part of it.

The Lions Club food bank collection group.

Part of the large group who attended the recent Fonterra milk powder plant official opening.
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PRIDE IN PUTARURU: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING REPORT

[To avoid duplication The Prattler has combined material from the reports of 
both the PiP Chairperson, (Stuart Edmeades) and Manager, (Lee Robertson). No 
significant details have been omitted.]

We are indeed very fortunate to have a group of passionate and enthusiastic 
members who give their time so freely for our great town. The year has seen many 
changes that have achieved very positive outcomes to cover off the SWD Council’s 
expectation in regard to the Key Performance Indicators.

PiP began moves towards the later part of the year to open an Information Centre as 
the local iSITE was faced with closure after Council’s decision to withdraw funding.

Finances
Thank you to Lee and Richard Heslop, (treasurer). We are in a very sound financial 
position at present. However, there will need to be a review of how the rating 
system is set for the district and the impact of the Information Centre on our 
finances. I am sure, given time and working through these issues we will be able to 
deliver an expanded service to the town.

The Prattler
This publication has made steady progress and it is the envy of the district with 
its positive engagement of the readers. We have put out six issues this year. Our 
choice of Printer has changed from Horton Media to Beacon Print in order to 
save a considerable amount on costs but continue to have teething problems 
getting the photographs printed to the quality we would like. The Prattler and the 
PiP website work together to provide information through a variety of sources, 
including the PiP TV channel.

Business After 5
We have made changes to both the night of the week and the frequency of the 
event. The changes haven’t succeeded and this needs to be carefully addressed, 
especially when there is a very definite need to engage more with the community 
as the Putaruru Moving Forward group progresses. 

Business Awards
In October we hosted the 2015 Business Awards celebration at the Putaruru 
District Services Club. Given the difficult financial climate especially for the farming 
sector we decided to focus the evening around fun and entertainment with local 
comedian Dan Roling as our guest and local band Axis proving the music. 217 
people squeezed into the Club for an uplifting evening fun and frivolity.

Recognition was given to Darryl Karl as the Laser Electrical Employee of the year 
and to Van Dyk Flooring Xtra who had taken out the Best North Island Store. Sue 
Heslop was voted the person who consistently provides the best service and Helsop 
Pharmacy the store providing best service. We presented Community Service 
Awards to Mary Addison and Gaye Lamb. Winners were recognized in fourteen 
different categories including a new category, Farming. The Enterprise Award went to 
Central Kids Kindergarten Association and the Best Overall Business was @ Junction 
Accommodation. It was a great night thoroughly enjoyed by those who attended.

Christmas Activities
Again, with a change of format along with good weather, finishing the parade at 
Glenshea Park was a great opportunity for people to get together and celebrate 
the time of year. There is also a timely window of opportunity to make the Park 
part of the expanded experience with night markets. Prizes were awarded at the 
Park and there was food and entertainment for the children. Both the Cambridge 
Brass Band and Axis entertained. A shop window display competition was held 
throughout December to compliment the parade and Glenshea Park activities.

Water Festival
For the first time in many years the annual Water Festival was held without the 
A&P Association. The attendance, close to 3000, was similar to the previous year 
and with good weather the different configuration was successful. A generous 
subsidy from Pub Charity ensured a wide variety of heavily subsidised rides for the 
children and others willing to have a go. We trialled moving the food sellers and 
other stalls to the northern end of the Park in the shade of the trees and put tables 
and chairs there too along with a stage for the band and other entertainment. The 
addition of a classic cars display and a variety of large farm machinery added a new 
dimension as did the silage sniffing and bale rolling competitions. 

There is still room for more participation from Putaruru businesses and we have an 
opportunity to make it a unique and must attend event.

Security Cameras
We have made progress with the expansion into Tokoroa and are awaiting 
confirmation for the time-frame for this installation. With the new technology and 
the siting of the cameras this will be a state of the art system which will be totally 
controlled by SWDC.

Ladies Breakfasts
These have been very successful with interesting speakers for an enthusiastic 
group of 15 - 25 people who meet every alternate month. It has been a great 
way to focus on and communicate with our community. Thank you to Raewyn for 
taking this extra organizational task.

South Waikato District Council
We must make special mention of the Council involvement within our organization. 
With the retirement of Neil Sinclair, it must be noted that he made a lasting 
footprint for us with his commitment and dedication to not only our town but to 
the whole district. Many thanks Neil, you will be missed.

Thanks also must go to Anne Edmeades for her support during her time on Council 
and fortunately for us, Anne is continuing as a PIP trustee and we look forward 
to her expertise. We also acknowledge the Council staff who have unfailingly 
supported us during the year.

Putaruru Moving Forward
The enthusiasm and expertise that this group of individuals have brought to this 
venture has been quite outstanding and it is a privilege to be a part of this.

We have done so much behind the scenes work and it was tremendous to see 
the involvement in the recent survey by the people of Putaruru. It has given us a 
fantastic start and justification for the direction we are taking.

We are moving forward and the interest is quite infectious. Never in the past 20 
years have we had to think of new housing, new retail and new industrial sites.

As part of this planning we are compelled to look at the structure of PIP to best 
capture these opportunities.  

We have been very fortunate to have Council staff who have given us tremendous 
support and guidance to date and we are looking forward to seeing our town and 
district benefit from these initiatives as we move forward.

SWDC Neighbourhood Parties
Members of the Pride in Putaruru association participated in the two 
neighbourhood parties held in Putaruru over the summer period.

Information Centre
For the last few months of the year, once it became obvious that the iSITE was to 
close, we began investigating the feasibility of opening an Information centre in 
our existing offices and in cooperation with River Trails have moved to maintain as 
many of the existing services provided by the iSITE as possible.

The Prattler Congratulates Chairman (Stu Edmeades), Manager, (Lee Robertson) and the 
members who make up the PiP team for there dedication to Putaruru as a whole.

 

 
Our thanks to South Waikato District Council, 

Tokoroa City Lions & Putāruru Lions Club 
  

 

Enrol Now!!!  

 

 

Report-Ins begin Monday 5th 
December! 

Open to all children of the South Waikato District 
aged from 4-11 years old. 

Enquire at the front desk now! 
 

This programme is provided free of charge.  

 

PUTARURU RED CROSS

The Putaruru Red Cross would like to thank all those who supported us 
in our Hospital Shuttle raffle and in our street collection for the Kaikoura 
Earthquake. You have been very generous. We are currently looking into 
the purchase of our van. This will use all our funds so we are looking for 
financial support toward the running costs for the first 12 months. 

We are also looking for volunteer drivers and support people. If you are able to 
help in any way please contact Marjorie on 07 883 3203.
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AT THE CHRISTMAS PARADE...
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Electrical engineers and contractors

Jan, Wayne & Staff wish all our clients a very Merry 
Christmas & a Happy New Year

Office will be closed from mid-day Friday 23rd
 December until Monday 9th of January. 

Electricians will be available over this period.

24 HR 7 days a week phone 07 883 8488

SHOP WINDOW DISPLAYS

Congratulations to those Putaruru Businesses who set 
up special Christmas displays. 

Those that entered the PiP Business window display 
competition are marked with this icon.

Reflections in the glass don’t help this photographic 
record of the windows, so it’s best to visit the shops 
themselves to experience the full effect of their 
decorations. We encourage you to check them out.

The PiP Business window display winner was Putaruru 
Unichem Pharmacy.

LIGHT UP YOUR HOME AT CHRISTMAS
There is no competition, but if you do plan to light up your home please let The 
Prattler know and we will photograph it for our website HOME page display.

PRATTLER PHOTOS

Most photos that appear in The Prattler 
are available for purchase in print or 
digital form. Enquire now. Email:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

stating the issue number, (see the front page header of 
each Prattler), the page number and a description of the 
photo/s requested. There is a small charge for this service.

St Pauls Opportunity Shop The Last Tangle.

Edmeades Jewellers. Putaruru Unichem Pharmacy.

Waikato River Trails. Van Dyks Furniture. Vetora.

The Pop-up Shop.

Arts and Crafts.

Fresh Start.

The Wooden Farmer.

Over the Moon.

Nanas Toybox

1
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THE PUTARURU COMMUNITY GARDEN

The Putaruru Community Garden welcomes all new residents who have chosen to 
make our town ‘home’ over the last few months. We feel sure you have made a 
good choice.

To help you to get to know some of us better by getting involved the Community 
Garden members invite you to get in touch. Introduce yourself by emailing 
lolandtony@xtra.co.nz Even an hour a week would be appreciated.

We continue to be surprised and grateful for the donations that come our way - 
everything from compost bins to tomato plants. Thank you.

Some of you are probably wondering at the long 
periods of inactivity in the last 3 months. It is due 
to the extremes of weather the South Waikato has 
experienced. It is called Spring apparently and has been 
responsible for the cancellation of activities last school 
holidays as well as marking our birthday. 

A visit by Scouts armed with plants they’ve grown for us has been postponed and 
we are not going to be able to move the container to the permanent site we have 
planned for it until the ground has dried out enough to withstand a very large 
truck - probably mid-summer.

December 12th marks 1 year since we moved on to our site. We have contributed to 
180 frozen meals for emergencies, helped over 40 families as well as the Food Bank.

We hope all of you will have a satisfying and happy year in 2017. In the meantime 
enjoy Christmas and New Year and the opportunity to have some time off to spend 
with family and friends.

TRANSFORM AOTEAROA

Last month we celebrated two 
years of Transform Aotearoa. We 
had a great evening, gathering 
together at our centre, to 
celebrate the journey so far, 
including hearing from some of 
our community, support team, and 
beautiful waiata from both our 
Women’s community, and our Te 
Reo group. What a wonderful night 
of coming together and connecting 
with our wider community to celebrate the personal stories of growth and great 
things that are taking place. Thanks to everyone who joined us and contributed to 
such a special night, and to all who are a part of Transform Aotearoa. 

We have been receiving a lot of feedback from the community about the need for a 
parenting course. In response to this, we ran a brand new program here this term: 
Building Awesome Whānau, with a focus on raising 0 - 12 year olds. This six week 
course is very practical and full of helpful ideas and strategies. It was attended by a 
great mix of parents, grandparents foster parents and caregivers. Our participants 
really enjoyed the interactive course and all learnt a lot. We will look to run this 
again in 2017. Please call the centre to register your interest for this course.

In November we launched our first Rangatahi Youth Summit right here in Putaruru. 
This included hip hop and song writing. It was a fantastic kick-off for these events 
and inspiring to see the talent in our young people. We are excited to be launching 
regular creative outlets and development opportunities for the youth of Putaruru, 
and these will be held monthly during the year. The next one is on December 17th 
from 10am - 3pm and will include hip hop and spoken word poetry. Please contact 
Transform Aotearoa for details or to register.

Learning Hip Hop with James Tautuku at the Rangatahi Creative Arts Summit.

Graduates of the Building Awesome Whānau.

Planting the pots in Main Street.

New 'glass' houses erected.

A healthy crop of Broad Beans.
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Be a reader and a contributor, contact:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com 

We can assist you in spreading the word... enquire using the above email address and be a part of a sharing community...
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PUTARURU 
WATER 

FESTIVAL
Saturday 

February 25th 
2017

This bigger and 
brighter day is being 
planned right now.

Contact the manager 
of Pride in Putaruru 

for full details.

Community Groups, 
Businesses and 

Families, 
mark this date

 in your 2017 calendar 
now!

PUTARURU MOVING FORWARD

In just over a year this group has made great progress in completing some real 
groundwork and setting a focus for 2017 - 2027 and further into the future.

Working with Council representatives we have developed precinct plans, 
completed a survey which created great interest and gave us constructive 
feedback and also networked with businesses and possible investors to begin to 
develop new opportunities in our town.

South Waikato Investment Fund Trust have contracted a Rotorua company, 
represented by Francis Pauwels and Mark Smith to assist us move to the next 
stage. Francis and Mark bring experience and skill to the table and have picked 
up on our passion and in the last six weeks been able to put together a set of 
strategies based around actions and tactics that link to our precincts and structural 
developments. This gives us next steps, something we wanted to keep us focused 
and Moving Forward. 

On a very visually evident note you will 
have noticed the work of our volunteer 
painters. Council funded some money to 
get PMF development underway and we 
have used a little to buy paint and clean 
up shops on Princes Street. The biggest 
difference though is made by the work of 
Anne White, Michelle Stewart, Sheryl van 
Dyk and others who help when they can. 
They clean, paint and repair and one never 
knows where they will be found next!

Thank you to the community businesses 
and residents who look after them 
with coffee and food, but an even 
bigger thank you to them. While they 
are continuing painting, others are 
beginning to look at clearing some of the 
over grown areas around the town.

So what next?
In the next few weeks we will redefine our 
structure and links with Pride in Putaruru 
to ensure effective use of time and money 
and in line with council expectations.

We will be connecting with several 
businesses considering moving to Putaruru over the next year to 18 months. Some 
things are underway, there is much to come. 

Our town and its entrances will be continue to be beautified, as our float parade theme 
indicated. We have a planning meeting shortly to help us implement ideas and attract 
more business. This will include a video link session with a world wide tourist advisor.

] 

Meantime most of us will have a small break, enjoy Christmas festivities and catch 
up with family and friends. As much as we are all looking forward to that, we can’t 
wait to get started on the next challenge. Our progress is creating a real buzz in 
the town and we appreciate those who offer their help. We are confident 2017 will 
produce significant development for Putaruru and the South Waikato. Best wishes 
to you all.

The PiP Website has a special page dedicated to Putaruru Moving Forward:
http://prideinputaruru.com/putaruru-moving-forward/

LOCAL BUSINESSES IN THE PICTURE: WHAT'S NEW? WHAT'S CHANGING?
WAITOMO PETROL

The former Tirau Street, Challenge 
Service Station, has now become 
Waitomo Petrol. It offers discounted 
petrol and the shop has a new layout.

PUTARURU POP-UP STORE

This has 'popped up' in Princes Street 
with a wide selection of Christmas 
goodies to select from.

THE HONDA SHOP

This spacious purpose built building 
displays a wide range of vehicles, bikes 
and equipment at 3 Rolf Way.

SMART ATM: TERMINAL ILLNESS

The message attached to this terminal 
indicated that the machine wasn't 
feeling Smart At That Moment.

BIG RED IS CHANGING

Pieces from outside this Peace Street 
icon have been removed and much 
groundwork cleaning carried out. 

BANK NOW ZEROED

All assets have been withdrawn, except 
the curtains...
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DOUG McGREGOR RETIRES FROM PRIDE IN PUTARURU

Doug McGregor is calling time on his association with Pride in Putaruru since 1999 
when he first became a member of this association. Mel Embling was the Manager 
at that time and Margaret Ranger was the coordinator.

Before his decision to stand down, Doug was currently the Deputy Chairman of PiP.

During his involvement with Pride in Putaruru, Doug was involved with many large 
projects. The tile wall and pavement murals were the first of these. 

The upgrade curbing of the Central Business District along with the planting of 
the centre islands with Cabbage trees, (previously cobble stones), firstly in Princes 
Street and later in Main Street, followed. Doug remembers that the cobble stones 
had to be dug out and then the existing road surface underneath, (solid rock), dug 
as well and filled with soil to accommodate the trees. Previously there had been 
flowering Cherries. 

Doug was Chairman of 
Pride in Putaruru when 
the Water Park was 
planned and developed. 
The association raised 
money for this, along with 
generous Council support 
especially through the 
then mayor, Gordon Blake. 
The Water Park was built 
with all voluntary labour.

The Information Centre 
was started in 2002 - then 
this contract was lost, but 
in a full turn of the wheel the PiP Office is now an Information Centre again.

During his time with PiP, the Water Festival was also established, the first ones 
being at Jones Landing. People were bussed there and there was music provided 
by DJ Johnny Dryden. However this location made it too expensive to run and was 

shifted to Glenshea Park. The big inflatable floating obstacle course was purchased 
for use at the local pool during the festival.
Security cameras were another Pride in Putaruru initiative with the Council 
contributing some money toward these. They have certainly reduced undesirable 
activity and vandalism in the areas covered by the cameras. These are sometimes 
used in conjunction with the security cameras that individual firms have, to gain 
additional information when an undesired event occurs.

The Christmas Parade grew in scope during these years too.
The Pride in Putaruru Business Awards were in their early years when Doug joined 
the association and these have continued to grow, with the 20th such occasion 
having just been celebrated last October.

Doug has contributed a huge amount of energy, dedication and passion to keeping 
the positive aims of Pride in Putaruru to the forefront, in particular the Water Park 
and Water Festival.

Pride in Putaruru appreciates and acknowledges Doug’s contribution to the 
community. Doug got a lot of jobs done around Putaruru such as putting up notice 
boards, building tables, making his truck available and using his team of builders at 
no cost to the town. Currently he is working on projects in his own home, but his 
reputation as a modest but fully hands on member of Pride in Putaruru remains. 
Happy fishing Doug. 

The mosaic (above) and the HOP wall (right) projects.

The Putaruru Water Park sign.

Doug pictured with his Service to the Community Award at a past PiP Business Awards night.

Doug pictured with the Princes Street centre island in the background.
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ST PAUL’S HOLIDAY OUTING TO MT MAUNGANUI

In the October school holidays the rain cleared and 82 people, (of which 50 were 
children), from St Paul’s Putaruru went on the trip to Mount Maunganui for the 
day. Everyone travelled by bus, cars and vans and enjoyed time on the beach, a 
walk around the Mount, and a beautiful lunch which was then followed by a swim 
at the Mount Hot Pools. 

We were blessed by fine weather and a chance to see one of the largest 
container ships in the world cruise past us into the harbour as the children made 
sandcastles. We used St Peter’s Church Hall as our base for those who chose not 
to walk around the Mount and we had our lunch there. We were blessed to have a 
van load of Ballymena residents join us for the day and be part of the fun. 

Thank you to all the adults that attended with their families or were there to 
provide supervision for the children whose parents couldn’t attend. Without our 
Team of wonderful helpers these trips would not be possible.

Our parish provided baking and pies for everyone’s lunch. Countdown provided, 
fruit, sausages and muesli bars for the children. NZ Quality Waters and Ma Bakers 
provided bottled water for everyone. The funding for the trip was provided by 
the Methodist’s “Let the Children Live Fund” (towards the bus cost), The South 
Waikato District Council (pool entry and petrol for private transport) and Bishop 
Helen- Ann (extra costs associated with the trip). With this funding and food help 
we were able to offer this day out to families at a cost of $5 per family.

Thank you everyone for helping to provide a wonderful day out for our children, 
families and Ballymena residents.

CLOSURE OF PUTARURU RESOURCE CENTRE

This month has seen the closure of the Putaruru Community Resource Centre after 
16 years of operation from its Duke Street premises. The Organisation was founded 
by the late Arie Van Dam who was later joined by the late Des McGill with whom 
he operated the Putaruru Community Budget Service from the foyer of the Plaza 
Theatre for much of the 1990’s. In 1999, as a communications consultant, I was 
contracted to write some Policies and Procedures and to obtain a Government 
Contract and funding for the group. 

The contract was obtained, a Trust was formed and after the Council decided to 
revamp the Plaza the service moved to Duke Street as the Resource Centre.

The Government Contract has been rolled over every three years since that 
time with payments made annually, but earlier this year MSD advised all budget 
services that the 2016 payment would cover only three months instead of the 
usual 12 months, that at the end of the three months all contracts would end and 
that during those three months any services who wished to continue operating 
must put in a tender for the delivery of ‘new look’ services. 

This opened the bidding to private operators as well and it was assumed that cost 
cutting was the motive. Like other services, the Resource Centre decided to put 
in a tender but we were not surprised that, as in other towns, the tender was 
awarded to a group which delivers other services as well as budgeting and so can 
deliver the budgeting service at lower cost.

There have been a lot of change in the industry over the 18 years - not the least 
being the effect that the internet has had. Clients no longer need the help of an 
agency to find information and money management tools which are now at one’s 
fingertips. This is, of course, a good thing. The vision statement of the Putaruru 
Community Budget Service Trust is that the community will be empowered to 
manage their own affairs. This, to a great extent, is now achieved - even if it is in 
part thanks to Mr. Google!

Our greatest sense of achievement is that, hopefully in part due to our constant 
warnings, client debt levels in 2016 are less than half what they were in 2000. 
Thank you everybody for your support over the years! 

QUICK FIND TIP FOR PiP TV

Type in pip putaruru to the YouTube search box.

This will do the trick until we can obtain a dedicated URL, 
then click SUBSCRIBE.

The Prattler   prideinputaruru.com22

>



WORLD VIEW: WHERE DO THE CHILDREN PLAY?
With Putaruru Moving Forward developing locally through connections beyond the 
town, The Prattler introduces a new section that spotlights international living trends.

 I know we've come a long way,
 We're changing day to day,
 But tell me, where do the children play? [Cat Stevens: Where do the Children Play?]

What’s happening in the world of playgrounds? Are they the responsibility of a 
community to provide? Do we need them? This issue, The Prattler’s World View 
theme is Playgrounds.

Our local educational organisations set 
aside areas for play that may be both 
structured and un-structured - but what 
community provided play areas do we have 
here?

Currently Putaruru has as small play area 
and a skate bowl, adjacent to each other, 
in Overdale Street. Tirau also has a small play 
area set up.

Go back 50 - 60 years or so and ‘playgrounds’ 
in small town New Zealand involved areas and 
objects such as these.  

Many pieces of play equipment that were 
common and popular in the mid 20th century 
are no longer with us. They disappeared over 
the years, mainly due to changing attitudes 
towards safety and responsibility. So much of 
the equipment children played on then would 
not be allowed in a playground today.

We know that playgrounds after this era were 
more formalised, but today the opportunity 
for free play outdoors is slipping away from 
children’s lives. Children are losing the ability 
to travel on their own or explore green spaces. 
The traditional ‘back yard’ is also shrinking in 
many towns. 

Some believe we may be overprotecting our 
children and shielding them from dangers that 
aren’t there. One of the effects is that they 
aren’t getting enough physical play time. When 
they get home, we’re reluctant to let them 
play in the street or park, unsupervised. We’re 
worried they’re going to be bullied by other 
kids, or they’ll have a traffic accident, or be 
harmed by strangers. So we keep them indoors.

Backyards and streets, which rang to the 
sound of balls being booted and whacked, 
homemade bows and arrows being fired, kites 
flying, forts being built up trees, homemade 
carts being pushed - are falling silent.

Limiting the exploration of the environment 
and risk taking may affect children today 
in other ways. A greater investment in 
fewer children, tied with heightened 
parental anxieties, has produced a “bubble-
wrap generation.” The effects of limiting 

independent exploration, risk taking and physical activity on children’s physical, 
cognitive and emotional development may be profound.

The falling birth rate means that we are producing a generation of children who 
will probably be the most over-parented, over-indulged and over-protected, ever.

What has this to do with playgrounds today? Planning authorities are being urged 
to see things from the child’s point of view, by making parks accessible, safe and 
useful, making it safe for children to be in the open or on the streets, and building 
houses that leave room for children to play outside. 
Here’s how some communities have approached the encouragement of free play.

Landscape Architecture
In the town of Beringen, 
Belgium, the be-MINE 
playscape is an attraction 
for tourists and locals, built 
on a decommissioned coal 
mining site. A large jungle 
gym extends 60 metres up 
the side of the former rubble 
pile and consists of three 
play areas - the pole forest, 
the prismatic mountain play 

surface, and a staircase. 
As the altitude rises, 
the pole forest and the 
‘mountain side’ get harder 
to negotiate, thus offering 
children more challenges 
as they age.

The various prismatic 
surfaces invite children 
to climb, slide, hide and 
discover. The surface 
consists of sloped, 
horizontal and vertical 
crossings, inspired by the 
underground mining shafts.

All integrated play-elements in both the pole forest and the prismatic play surface 
have one thing in common: they challenge children physically, to play together and 
use their motor skills.

Imagination Playground
Imagination Playground is 
an innovative playground 
equipment system that 
transforms any space 
- schools, children’s 
museums, parks and 
recreation, day-care centres, 
camps, hospitals, churches 
- into a play space that 
encourages learning, social 
development, movement, 
and above all fun.

The system was conceived 
and designed by award-winning architect David Rockwell, who was inspired by 
watching his own children play.

Using Imagination Playground blocks, kids build a new world every day. They make 
objects like animals, rocket ships, and robots. They make imaginary places like 
houses, factories, and cities. They make new dramatic scenarios, settings, and 
games to play. Importantly, they make the rules because Imagination Playground is 
child-directed and open-ended. It encourages self-expression through play.

Rockwell realized that many of the elements with the greatest value to children 
were inexpensive and portable. Traditional playgrounds can be costly to build but 
portable imagination playgrounds can be put together for less.

The Free Play Playground 
This was conceived by Dan Schreibman, who credits his inspiration to observing 
two children more engaged with a generic cardboard box than the nearby jungle 
gym. He proceeded to design “four modular playground pieces that resemble 
experimental sculptures more than children’s playthings.” These pieces are 
customizable to suit any need and location.

He feels that the more literal a thing gets, the less creativity and imagination it can inspire.

Though the management consultant had erected a play structure in his backyard, 
he found his daughters rarely used it. “They’d spend 30 minutes on the playground 
and then six hours playing at the pond,” he says. It got him thinking: “What would 
it take to make a playground that children actually wanted to use?” 

That led him to develop Free Play, a company focusing on creating a series of 
abstract play structures that will challenge children’s creativity during playtime.
His playground doesn’t look like the traditional structures at your neighbourhood 

The Putaruru children's playground, (top) and 
the skate bowl, (above).

Part of the Beringen be-MINE project.

Imagination Playground equipment.

A cluster of Free Play sculptures..

The Beringen forest and mountain play feature.

Play images from the past.
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WORLD VIEW: WHERE DO THE CHILDREN PLAY? (CONTINUED)
park. There are no slides, sandboxes or forts to force-feed entertainment. In their 

place are structures that 
look more like art than 
playground. 

Each piece can be used 
individually or grouped 
together to create a 
sprawling, abstract 
playground. 

The Maze™ is comprised of 
high-density polyethylene 
cubes with round cut-outs 
that create a labyrinth to 
explore on your own or with 
friends. The round cut-outs 
also make the exterior a 
great climbing wall.

The Corn Field™ is comprised 
of a field of vertical soft 
stalks that gently respond 
to contact. In addition to 
creating a magical field in 
which to play, the cornstalks 
make a beautiful landscape 
feature. The possibilities 
for unique installations are 
endless.

The Weeping Willow™ is 
a beautiful steel structure 
from which hangs a dense 
canopy of ropes to climb up, 
swing on or move through 
and explore. 

The Ant Farm™ is a stunning, 
clear, poly-carbonate 
structure supporting organic-
shaped climbing tubes that 
appear to float in space. Kids 
can climb up the sheer walls, 
into the suspended tubes 
and through the invisible 
structure - traversing under 
and over the exterior of the 
climbing tubes.

Although studies have 
found that playing with 
unstructured materials such 
as tires, blocks and sand can 
be beneficial for a child’s 

social and intellectual growth, standard American playgrounds tend to be sterile 
and prescriptive, Schreibman says. They’re designed to avoid litigation and injury 
rather than foster creativity. “I wanted a playground that looked like nothing 
you’ve ever seen before,” he says. “So the idea became this sort of sculptural 
art that also provides children with as many sensory 
experiences as possible, with no functionality to the 
equipment.”

Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fountain

Play does not necessarily involve body movement. 
We can let our minds ‘play’ especially when the 
environment is conducive to thought and reflection.

The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fountain by 
Gustafson Porter does just this. This fountain is no 
ordinary water feature. The Memorial is an oval of water set lightly across the 
existing contours of the site where it stands. The topography diverts the water 

downhill in two directions. Its source is located at the highest point where water 
bubbles up from the base of the fountain. Approximately 100 litres per second of 
water is pumped up hill from a storage tank.

On its journey, the water flows over a variety of carefully designed surfaces. It’s a 
perfect compliment to structures which encourage physical interaction.

Finally a look at ELEMENTAL’s bicentennial children’s park in Santiago, Chile. 
The designers describe the project like this: The project consists of over 1,800m2 
children’s playground, including tree houses, swings with harness, a forest of 
water spheres, and a toboggan cascade with more than 60 toboggans arranged 
on the hillside. 

The proposal uses the difficulties of 
the terrain to solve a classic dilemma 
of children’s games: make them either 
safe or entertaining? 

The hillside slope allowed us to reach 
enough height to make them fun, 
without being a threat to children’s 
safety.

In this World View series, The Prattler 
continues to promote thought and 
discussion about various aspects of 
what makes up a positive and growing 
community - this series is available on 
the PiP Website. 

White chalk, written on red brick 
Our love, told in a heart 
It's there, drawn in the playground 
Love, kiss, hate or adore...

ADVERTISING SITUATIONS 
VACANT

The PiP website is now set up to list 
genuine work vacancies throughout the 
Prattler distribution area.
All information is on the VACANCIES page 
- just click on the tab. Details explain how 
to get a vacancy listed on the site.
This is a FREE SERVICE. 

Part of the Diana Memorial Fountain with drone shot insert of the complete area.

The ELEMENTAL children's park.

See video of this park on the PiP website.
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THE PUTARURU SCHOOL OF MUSIC

The Putaruru School of Music celebrated another year of musical success with a 
concert and prize giving at Putaruru College recently. Nearly 40 students enjoyed 
music lessons this year and the end of year concert was an opportunity to 
showcase their talents and improvements. 
This year, the school of music provided lessons in guitar, keyboard, flute, recorder 
and brass instruments. The students played a concert for family and friends and 
was greatly enjoyed by all. We also had a visit from the Cambridge Junior Brass 
Band, who invited the children from the audience to join in with tambourines and 
shakers, in celebrating some festive songs. 
After the concert, prizes were awarded across categories from best first year 
student, and up to the overall highest trophy, the Heslop Family Trophy for best 
overall music student. This was won by Charlotte Poole, for flute and keyboard. 
The school of music welcomes new students of any age or experience to register 
their interest for next year. Email: gpacey@ihug.co.nz for information. 
Winners for Putaruru School of Music end of year awards:
 Gardiner Cup Best first year student: Paige Tanner (guitar) 
 Toos Habraken Memorial Trophy Best Effort award: Darcey Marr-John (flute) 
 David Bell Scholarship: Ashlin Dykstra (flute) 
 Haumaha Trophy for perseverance with recorder: Taylor Wellington (recorder) 
 Lions Most Outstanding Music Student: Pierce Winter (brass) 
 Larson Trophy Best Senior Student: Charlotte Poole (keyboard and flute) 
 Heslop Family Trophy Best Overall Music Student: Charlotte Poole (keyboard and flute)
Trophy awards:
 Recorder beginner most improved: Maeve Pacey 
 Recorder best in class: Annie McKinnon 
 Flute beginner most improved: Tessa Thomson
 Flute best in class: Charlotte Poole 
 Keyboard beginner most improved: Tessa Thomson
 Keown Trophy keyboard best in class: Charlotte Poole
 Brass beginner most improved: Charles Winter
 Brass best in class: Pierce Winter 
 Guitar beginner most improved: Paige Tanner 
 Guitar best in class: Ainsley Price

Room 2 sold movie tickets to “Keeping 
up with the Joneses” movie to help 
support little Bonnie Turpin who has 
Cerebral Palsy.  We are raising money so 
she can have an operation on her legs. 
We made over $1300 for her. 

      
 
 
 

   
    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Pukeatua School
 

Our School pupils attended the Eastern Zone 
Athletics at the Te Awamutu Stadium. There 
were many well-known sports that the children 
participated in. They had a wonderful day and 
enjoyed the heat for once.  Pukeatua won 4 of 
the 5 relays! 

        
       

       
        
       

Many children were proud to show their 
“Nanas and Poppas” around the school when 
we had our “Grandparent’s Day” a few weeks 
back.  The children performed songs and skits 
and the grandparents reached into pockets 
when the “Book Fair” was on. 

Upcoming events 
 

Room 2 will be taking a challenge by 
walking over the mighty Maungatautari 
Mountain that overlooks our school.  They 
have been training for weeks to get up the 
mountain by walking up the road and 
sometimes venturing in.  
 
The year eights have organised a fun day 
Friday for all of the students.   It will be an 
action packed day with fun games and a slip 
‘n’ slide.  
 
 The year 5 and 6 students from Schools 
throughout the district are going to St 
Peters Cambridge for this year’s “Summer 
Games.” There are many sports and 
activities that the children can choose to 
participate in.  Over 20 schools will be 
attending! 
 
 
 
 

This article was written by the year 6 
girls, Helayna Morell, Olivia Lewis, 
Taya Le Normand and Brooke 
Jacobsen.   

All the students at our school dressed up as a character 
from one of their favourite bed time stories. The children 
looked great in their outfits.  Some put a lot of effort into 
their costumes. 

Heslop Family Trophy Award winner for best overall student - Charlotte Poole for Keyboard and flute, pictured 
with members of the School of Music committee (L to R, back row - Lynn Pacey, Ken Egan; L to R, font row 
Patricia Poole, Charlotte Poole, Anneke Burger, and Adrienne Bell. Absent: Richard Heslop, Melissa Marr.)

See items from this concert 
on PiP TV - easily accessed 
from the HOME page of
prideinputruru.com
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PUTARURU ROTARY

We have just held our annual book fair and thank everyone who 
donated the hundreds of books and even more importantly those 
who came and purchased books. This is our biggest event for the year 
and we were thrilled to raise over $2600 which will go back into the 
community through other projects. A huge thanks to John Norman for the use of 
the building. Great being on SH1.

It’s encouraging to know we still have people reading books and hope you enjoy 
relaxing summer holidays with them.
At a recent monthly dinner meeting three recipients of the Rotary Foundation 
Scholarship presented accounts of their year and how the scholarship funds had 
helped them. They have all had a very successful year with their tertiary studies. 
[See page 12 of this Prattler.]

We continue to collect batteries, (see page 27), and retired spectacles, (which can 
be left at the Putaruru Pharmacy).

Our year ends with a fun family barbeque on the banks of the Waimakariri River.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 
ADVERTISE IN THE PRATTLER

Simply email: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

AWARDS CATCH-UP

Allen Syme with his PiP Farming Business Award. Felicity Rowe was named at the Putaruru College 
Prize-giving as the Student Council Leader 2017.

Nothing like a good read...
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5 - 9 Duke Street

AMY DIBBLY

Amy Dibbly, (Physio Direct) recently judged the 2016 Supreme Winner of the 
Enterprising Rural Woman Award. The Prattler interviewed Amy about this honour.
How did the idea for providing these services come about?
I grew up on a Dairy Farm in a small town Ngongotaha, out of Rotorua, so rural 
living is something I know well. I knew how hard it was for rural people to get into 
town to go grocery shopping let alone to have a physio appointment. I started 
Physio Direct after returning 
from overseas where I 
lived, worked and travelled 
throughout Australia, the UK, 
Africa, the Middle East, Asia, 
Central and South America 
over a four year period. On 
my return, I decided to bring 
a physio service to those 
smaller rural areas that didn’t 
have a current physiotherapy 
service, to allow the rural 
people to have the time for 
the treatment they needed 
in their demanding and 
active lifestyles. I started 
in Putaruru, Murupara and 
Reporoa initially, one day a 
week in each place. I then 
expanded to Mangakino 
before I found out there was 
no physiotherapy service in 
Taumarunui, a town 2 hours 
from Rotorua. I decided the 4 hour return trip was no different from me getting 
to work in London on a daily basis, so started going down to Taumarunui once a 
week also. On my first day down there I got a phone call from The Gym in Ohakune 
saying there was no physio in Ohakune and would I be interested in going there 
also. Suddenly I was driving all over the country side. 
I decided to create a business model that would attract people to work in these 
rural areas of New Zealand and into my clinics. I thought of who my target physios 
were, what they would want and need to make rural living easier, and how I could 
be an attractive company to work for. I decided to base my business model on 
the experience I had when I was working in the UK. When I was working there, I 
was happy to work anywhere, not having any family or friends there, I didn’t care 
where I went, as long as I had a place to stay, good money, and knew I wasn’t 
going to be staying there for too long as I was all about experiencing something 
different and exciting. 
What makes your model so unique?
So, in my business I decided to offer rotation positions through my clinics, where 
after 6 months the physios have the choice to relocate to another clinic for 
another 6 month period. To have a different experience in a different area, but 
within the same company. To make these positions as attractive as I could, to get 
staff interested in working at Physio Direct and working in the rural community, I 
decided that I would give a package that would include a car, either fully furnished 
accommodation or a living allowance, a computer, phone, APC covered and cover 
professional indemnity costs. For those coming from overseas I also cover the 
registration costs and visa costs. We also have options for CPD. 
How would you like to see your achievement change physiotherapy?
I think my model has changed the way rural health could work, covering a huge 
area of New Zealand that is under serviced not only with physiotherapy but any 
health industry. By creating rotating positions within the company, I give job 
security and stability to my staff and the communities in which we work. Allowing 
a change in clinic location, brings adventure and excitement into the job where my 
Physios get to meet the ‘real’ New Zealanders. Their treatments provide a service 
many of the people in our communities would otherwise not have, allowing my 

physios to see the true impact they have on peoples livelihoods. Physiotherapists 
are on the job shortage list in New Zealand and we have a lot of interest from 
physios from the UK. I bring young skilled people into the country and into the 
rural sector. I have created a sustainable business that provides a life changing 
service for thousands of people which I think this is very unique. 
What have you enjoyed most about the process?
I enjoy the challenge of doing something that is not the usual. I enjoy helping 
people, I like working for myself and figuring out the answer or solution to a 
problem. I like to think outside the box and question the norm. 
What have you enjoyed least about the process?
It’s so hard to get physios. We are constantly recruiting so it’s hard to always 
be short staffed. We advertise our positions in the UK, wanting to sell the NZ 
experience to physios who want to do something different, have an experience 
outside the box. The problem with getting physios from the UK or Canada, is that it 
takes so long to go through the registration process. It’s huge and daunting and puts 
a lot of physios off. It usually takes about 8 months to recruit someone from the UK. 
So forward planning has to be spot on to make sure staffing levels are adequate. 
A stand out memory so far?
Being the 2016 Supreme Winner of the Enterprising Rural Woman Award was 
great. I am so proud to have this award and also the Enterprising Rural Woman 
Innovation Award. It makes it feel like it has all been worth while. To have some 
recognition for all the hard work was great. 
Any advice for other physiotherapists wanting to take on a project?
Don’t do it! It’s hard work and is very stressful. But if you want to do something 
or make a change, you can. But you have to want it bad enough. That means you 
have to be willing to work harder than others and the challenges of that at times 
are overwhelming. It’s a path of uncertainly but you can make changes to peoples 
lives that can help people in more ways than you will know. That’s why we are 
physios. If you want it, go for it! 
Our clinics are Putaruru, Matamata, Te Aroha, 
Rotorua, Murupara, Taumarunui, Raetihi, 
Ohakune, Belfast and Oxford. You don’t need 
a referral to see us and if you want to book an 
appointment, you can call 0800 55 55 123. 
 

To hear a radio interview with 
Amy go to the link on the PiP 
Website: prideinputaruru.com

Amy in her Physio environment.

The winner of the Enterprising Rural Woman Award, Amy Dibbly, (centre) with the other finalists.
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SPORTS-PERSON OF THE YEAR 

Jim McMurray: Cycling
Jim is most certainly a man on a mission and it looks 
like he has no intention of slowing down. Highlights 
for 2016 have been setting both the World and New 
Zealand’s best ever 1 hour records on the track, 
following up with Gold and Silver in Perth at the 
World UCI Cycling Championships.

 • International UCI World - 1 hour Record 
 • 1st place, UCI World Cycling Champs, (55 - 59),  
  time trial
 • National 1 hour Record set 19 March on the Velodrome track, open (all ages) - 47.733 km
 • 1st place K2 - overall winner 
 • 1st place NZ M5 (55 - 59) Road Race - National Champion
 • 1st place NZ M5 (55 - 59) Time Trial

Frank Brownhill: Rugby Union Referees
Frank has been a member of the South Waikato 
Referees association for over 40 years. For the last 
30 years he has been the appointment officer for the 
association. This involves getting referees for all the 
games from 12th grade up for every Saturday and mid 
week features. If short of refs, Frank will do the job 
himself - something he just recently stopped at the 
age of 82! His enthusiasm shows no sign of waning.

Mark Hotham: Touch  Rugby 
Mark is an enthusiast for Touch Rugby. He has 
represented Putaruru, Bay of Plenty, New Zealand and is 
still representing at a national level even at his ripe old 
age of 50+. With this experience, and the help of others, 
he has been running Putaruru Touch since the mid-
eighties, providing safe and enjoyable entertainment on 
Friday nights for the whole community.

A devout sporting advocate, Mark works diligently, 
encouraging good sporting ethics, on and off the field. 
Training, team work, sportsmanship, communication, 
honesty, camaraderie - ethics Mark imposes on all. 

Working zealously behind the scenes, whether being on the committee, managing 
senior teams, coaching, playing, fundraising, or funding young sportsman and 
sportswomen, his enthusiasm eases all tasks undertaken.

Monica O’Rourke: Netball
Monica began volunteering with Putaruru Netball over twenty years ago, helping 
out initially with administration. She is currently the 
Tournament Controller delivering weekly draws and 
results for the annual twelve week programme along 
with the ten week social programme.

On a Friday during the season Monica can be found 
at the netball centre from around 2:30pm to set up 
the centre for up to fifty games. This set up includes 
checking the courts and facilities are open and draw 
cards are available for each round. Staying until 
the last game is played and results are in at around 
8:30pm, Monica ensures the Centre is safe and 
secure at the end of each Friday session.

Everything at Putaruru Netball Centre runs well because of Monica and her 
dedication and commitment to the sport and club. We are unbelievably fortunate 
to have her as part of our team and community. She is a beautiful person and well 
respected within the community.

PUTARURU ROTARY EDUCATION TRUST

The Putaruru Rotary Education Trust was set up in 1992 to provide 
support for local young people to undertake tertiary education. Since 
that time around 162 students have received support. Many of those 
students have gone on to achieve high levels of success.

On November 17th the Putaruru Rotary Club hosted three local young 
people who were awarded Scholarships in 2016. The three students were;

Chloe Belfield who is studying agricultural science at Massey University
Mabelle Canato who is studying Accounting at Waikato University 
Gabby Mathews who has been studying science and agriculture at Massey University.

A fourth recipient of a grant in 2016 was Tegan Totterdell, who was unable to be 
present. Tegan was been studying science at Waikato University.

In 2015 major scholarship recipients were John Motion who is now completing 
a Diploma in Animation at the South Pacific TV and Film School in Auckland and 
Conor Gullet who completed a degree in Health Sciences at AUT in Auckland in 
2015 and who is now working as a paramedic in the UK.

Applications for 2017
Applications are now invited for grants in 2017. 

Grants are open to students residing within the catchment area for Putaruru 
College who will be attending any tertiary training in New Zealand. 

Scholarships are awarded on the basis of need, potential and determination to 
succeed as well as evidence of some involvement in the community. 

Usually grants of around $1000 are awarded. Smaller amounts may also be allocated.

Applications close on January 13th 2017 and interviews will be held in late January.

Application forms and further information can be obtained from the Secretary 
(Gavin Muckle). Email jlmuckle@xtra.co.nz or phone 07 883 7853.

Completed applications and CVs should be posted to:
 The Secretary
 PO Box 45
 Putaruru 3443

PRIDE IN PUTARURU FREE DAIRY OF EVENTS

Is your club, business or organisation making good use of our weekly dairy 
on the HOME Page of the prideinputaruru.com website?

Simply click on the email us your event details for inclusion link to send us 
information about your event. This is a free community service.
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FAMILY PUZZLE PAGES
PRATTLER CROSSWORD

PRATTLER MAZE

Find the direct path from the yellow ENTRANCE to the red EXIT point.

           PRATTLER PHOTOS
Most photos that appear in 
The Prattler are available for 
purchase in print or digital 
form. Enquire now. Email:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
stating the issue number, (see the front page 
header of each Prattler), the page number 
and description of the photo/s requested. 
There is a small charge for this service.

Across Clues:

1. a place where sick people stay and are cared for  (9)

5. to poke fun at (3)

7. very great or large and usually difficult or impressive (4)

8. short pieces of music that introduces longer pieces (8)

10. very delicate (8)

11. similar or related (4)

13. a small, useful device (6)

15. a group of lines in a poem (6)

18. a confusing intricate network of passages (4)

19. a lively folk dance of the British Isles (8)

22. disturbed, excited (8)

23. one of the traditionally three wise men from the East paying homage to   
       the infant Jesus (4)

24. know (archaic) (3)

25. the crime of getting money from someone by the use of force or threats (9)

Down Clues:

1. a very large piece of ice floating in the ocean (7)

2. strong belief or trust in someone or something (5)

3. high in the air (6)

4. the feast of the nativity of Jesus Christ (4)

5. American Indian (usually offensive) (7)

6. a large bowl that is used for mixing (5)

9. a small stream (5)

12. a check in growth (5)

14. affected with a whirling or reeling sensation; giddy (7)

16. an eagle, usually without a beak or feet (7)

17. having or wielding force, authority, or influence (6)

18. the cry of a cat (5)

20. a multi-coloured Japanese porcelain (5)

21. to talk loudly in an angry or wild way (4)
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCES
Can you spot the 6 changes that have been made to this playground photo in 
the one underneath it?

PRATTLER ROUNDABOUTS PUZZLE
Join all the green roundabouts with a continuous line that passes through 
each roundabout once only, without crossing over itself.

PRATTLER TENTS PUZZLE
Draw a tent on a plain grass space so that each tree has its own tent, (either 
horizontally or vertically), and each tent has its own tree, (either horizontally or 
vertically). The squares in which the tents are placed must not touch on either the 
sides or the corners. Numbers located to the side and to the bottom of the puzzle tell 
how many tents are in each row and column.

There are 3 new PiP TV episodes on-line now...

To access PiP TV go to the Home page of the PiP website: 
prideinputaruru.comAnswers to all these original puzzles are on page 9 of this Prattler.
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Views expressed in The Prattler are not necessarily those of Pride in Putaruru.

 

 
 Manager: Lee Robertson
 PO BOX 155   PUTARURU   3443 
 Phone: 07 883 7272
 Fax: 07 883 7272
 Email: info@prideinputaruru.com  
 Web: prideinputaruru.com
 Prattler: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
 PiP TV Channel

PRIDE IN PUTARURU ASSOCIATION

Stu Edmeades: Chairman (Rural Representative)
Richard Heslop: Treasurer
Sheryl Van Dyk: (Van Dyks Furnishing & Over the Moon Cheese)
Wayne Bullott: (Putaruru Electrical)
Andrea Shaw-Thorpe: (Body Ease)
Raewyn Whiteman-Thorne: (@Junction Services)
Meg Atkins: (Yorkshire Girl Trading, Arapuni )
Matt Corrin: (Putaruru Tyres)
Anne Edmeades: (Edmeades Jewellers)
Gray Baldwin (SWDC Representative)

The 2017
Putaruru Water Festival

Saturday 25th February
Glenshea Park

The 2017
Putaruru Water Festival

Saturday 25th February
Glenshea Park

Exhibitors, Trades & Food Stalls,
book your space with Pride in Putaruru

Phone: 07 883 7272
Email: info@prideinputaruru.com

www.prideinputaruru.com

• Market Stalls • Rides for Children
• Trade Exhibits • Displays
• Entertainment • Fantastic Food
• Competitions • Family Fun
• Axemen’s Carnival • Tractor, Trailer Rides
• Classic Cars & Motorbikes • Horizontal Bungy Challenge
• Agricultural Machinery • Motorbike Riding Course 
• Sheep Drafting & Shearing • Free FM Radio
• Art & Craft Competitions • Donkey Rides 
• Wool Spinning • TCOS Safety Car 
• The highly anticipated TOP TEAM challenges in the park...
• But Wait There’s - more news January! 
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