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HEAVY FLOODING IN AND AROUND PUTARURU

When workers arrived at Tirau Earthmovers just after 6am on the morning 
of June 23rd  the water had just started to come over SH1 and into the yard. 
Staff started moving motors and equipment to what they hoped would be 
higher ground. The goat and dogs were next and by 7:20am, a peak flood of 
around 700mm depth was reached down stairs. 

It took till 3pm for the water to recede enough to start cleaning up. Tirau 
Earthmovers would like to thank the staff and pupils of Putaruru College for 
their offer of assistance.

Karen Mathis at the Information Centre.

Tirau Earthmovers all awash.

Inside the Woodsy Engineering workshop.
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PUTARURU iSITE CLOSES

The Putaruru iSITE in Main Street closed on the 30th of June. The staff of the 
Putaruru iSITE would like to sincerely thank the Putaruru community and 
South Waikato District Council for their support over the last four years.

Just over 47,000 people have walked through the doors or called since the 
iSITE opened. Putaruru residents, domestic travellers and an increasing 
number of international visitors have enquired, booked, grabbed a map, 
asked for directions and occasionally just popped in to say ‘gidday.’ 

There have been noticeable changes in enquiries over the last few years 
with the Te Waihou walkway and Blue Spring becoming enormously 
popular. The Waikato River Trails, camping in Council reserves, Hobbiton 
and Waitomo Caves are other popular local and regional attractions. 

It’s interesting to see how many people still value hard copy brochures, 
maps and an expert local person to talk to, despite an almost unlimited 
amount of information and advice online. 
We are really proud of the professional and friendly service provided by the 
iSITE team. We are delighted that Pride in Putaruru are picking up a number 
of the agencies from July 1st and that an important local service will be 
available just down the road at the Pride in Putaruru office. 

We wish Pride in Putaruru and our customers all the very best with the transition.

Across the highway at Woodsy Engineering, the full brunt of the waters 
was felt as containers, vehicles and display items on the outside yard 
were floating around.  Large volumes of flood water flowed through the 
workshop.

Later in the day, a large crane was used to retrieve and reposition goods.

Karen Mathis from the 
iSITE has been appointed to 
continue visitor information 
assistance and other 
duties at the PiP office in 2 
Overdale Street. 

See more in the Managers 
Report on page 3.

INFORMATION CENTRE NOW AT 2 OVERDALE STREET



SAM MARSHALL, GROUP MANAGER COMMUNITY, SWDC

Council is pleased to have Sam Marshall on board as its new Group 
Manager Community responsible for libraries, pools, the South Waikato 
Sport and Events centre, community capacity building, community events, 
grants, economic development and customer service.

Sam has a varied background in both local government and private 
enterprise. His wealth of experience spans managing projects for Rodney 
District Council including planning and growth projects, structure planning 
and future proofing communities. As Area Manager for Thames Coromandel 
District Council Sam managed the satellite Council offices in Whangamata 
and Mercury Bay, managing libraries, pools, community boards, local 
economic development, coastal erosion, parks and reserves and various 
projects including the $4.5million Whangamata town centre upgrade.

Sam has spent time outside of local government too, including conducting 
an 18 month project in the Chatham Islands, improving the management of 
fisheries with a focus on enabling local fishermen more opportunity for input 
into the industry. Having had private sector business experience Sam has had 
exposure to council systems and processes from the customer's viewpoint 
giving him excellent perspective around customer service delivery.

Sam is born and bred in the Waikato having grown up in Otorohanga and 
Hamilton and he attended Waikato University. He has lived in Orewa, 
Coromandel and Central Otago - and now Tokoroa. Sam is married to 
Arlene and their young son James is two years old. Sam enjoys renovating 
homes, classic cars, fishing and surfing. He is looking forward to tackling the 
Cougar Mountain Bike Park tracks as he is a keen mountain biker. Indeed 
Sam cycled for the New Zealand team a number of years ago, travelling to 
Canada and America.

Sam has three weeks under his belt at Council and is quickly finding his 
feet, getting to know his team and is keen to get out into the community 
and start meeting the many passionate individuals and organisations that 
support South Waikato communities alongside Council.

Sam is looking forward to contributing towards Council’s goal of building 
positive growth for our businesses and communities by playing his part in 
Council’s drive to turn our declining population around and continue to 
attract people and business to the South Waikato.
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•	 Farms/Lifestyle	Blocks
•	 Pump	&	Motor	Controls
•	 Effluent	Systems
•	 Generator	Sales

•	 Residential	Wiring	&	Repairs
•	 Commercial	
•	 Industrial	

For	all	your	electrical	requirements	call	in	and	see
Wayne,	Jan	and	the	team	at	Putaruru	Electrical

PUTARURU SHUNTING YARD UPDATE

The promised responses from KiwiRail PR to the following questions, (from 
a Putaruru Public meeting on March 9th), are provided below. 

The May Prattler detailed this project, describing the opportunities it 
provided, but questioned the unprofessional public communication involved. 

Question: Can the whole yard could be shifted further South to avoid 
being too close to the Main Street crossing?

Question: Why was the public not advised earlier about the project, 
seeing that this meeting was on March 9th and work was to begin in April?

Here are the KiwiRail PR promised answers to those questions that were to 
be sent to those who gave an email address on the register provided.

The steering committee has been working hard with community groups and 
council staff to keep this project on track. We continue to focus on our 3 
precincts and the development of a business focus for the town.

Over the last few months we have met with the Buttermilk group, Tony 
Jacques from the Timber Museum, Pride in Putaruru and some members of 
Transform Aotearoa, all of whom are part of our future development plans. 

We have added Tim Bailey from Nicholson Surveying to our group and 
are contracting a firm to work with us on future plans, branding and a 
marketing proposition. 

We appreciate any ideas or feedback you may want to make and our aim is to 
have a draft proposal to present to the community in the next three months.

PUTARURU BUSINESS LADIES BREAKFAST
A keen group of ladies met last week at 7am on a morning typical of the last 
few weeks, rain, fog and a little chilly. I was reminded by some though, that 
we have hardly had any winter days yet! 

One of the aims of our group is to support local businesses and 
organisations. Over coffee and the odd cup of tea, Bobbie Sherriff and Jan 
Bishop talked about the history of our Plaza theatre and its developments. 

Many of us have enjoyed the recent shows and we are grateful we have this 
facility in our town. We were also surprised at the number of groups that 
use the Plaza regularly. Performers often comment on the quality of the 
acoustics and anyone who heard the opening and closing items at The Lady 
Killers recently, would surely agree. 

Elsewhere in The Prattler are pictures and information on the new movie 
projector at The Plaza. The managing trust do a great job and it was good to 
hear a little about what is ahead.

Of course a tasty Wooden Farmer breakfast followed before we all headed 
off to our days activities. The next meeting is near the end of August. Contact 
Raewyn on 027 281 0342 for more details.



MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

Wow, I haven’t seen rain like we had recently since the weather bomb 
hit us in 2002. I think the highest amount fell in Putaruru, about 100mm, 
that’s 4 inches. I can’t remember when I last saw the Oraka as high as it 
was on Thursday morning or as much flooding of roads and pastures. If 

all the climate projections 
are true then we can 
expect more deluges like 
we had, so Council will 
have to take note. 

I am waiting for a report 
on whether the retention 
areas we have built on the 
Western side of town had 
any effect and it appears 
that once again leaves 
blocking cess-pits are a 
concern, so we have that 

on our agenda. We have looked at other Districts when big rains hit them 
and thought how lucky we have been, but that Wednesday showed us it 
can happen here.

This year’s Annual Plan was the most difficult I have faced in the past 12 
years. The big variation in valuations by LandMass meant a huge variation 
in rates paid by our farmers and urban people. Farming is having a hard 
enough time without a massive rate hike and so Council had to say “no” to 
more worthwhile community groups as they came with their projects, than 
ever before. It was hard, but we just couldn’t put more pain onto our rural 
community. Even then they will be facing about a 10% increase, while for 
us in the urban area, it will be less than 1%. There needs to be a better way 
to finance Local Government, but that is out of our hands.

Life over the past few weeks has been particularly busy. Jenny and I have 
been at Rural Mayors in Wellington, although we flew back early on 
the Friday to attend the funeral of our long serving HR manager Murray 
McAllister. He will be sorely missed. 

At the Wellington meeting the Minister of Local Government got a grilling 
about what ratepayers will soon see from the Department of Internal 
Affairs, their ‘snapshot’ of all Councils. There are some strange ‘measures’ 
in their snapshot but the South Waikato still looks great. We have requested 
that we become one of the Foundation Councils for the Local Government 
Excellence programme. That’s a far deeper study of what we do and how 
we do it. 

Recently I spoke at a Wellington gathering put together by “Inspiring 
Communities.” I spoke on what is happening in the South Waikato and how 
we are facing a declining and aging population, unemployment, and youth 
training - there was general amazement about what is happening in our 
District. Council is determined to make sure we do the best we can for the 
growth and development of our wonderful community. 

Recently I was at Rangiura when staff training certificates were awarded. 
The standard of care offered at Rangiura makes it one of the best aged care 
homes in the country.

Recently I paid a night visit to the Fonterra plant at Lichfield. Again an 
amazing exciting venture. The planning, the talents of those involved to 
bring such an enterprise together is unbelievable. Investments like that are 
giving the South Waikato a great positive story.

One of the positives I emphasised in Wellington was the number, 
commitment and passion of our volunteers in the South Waikato and none 
more so than those involved in Pride in Putaruru and Putaruru Moving 
Forward. Council can help, fund, facilitate, but it’s the community that are 
the doers and we are so lucky in our community. 

Each of our towns in the next couple of years will see the result of their 
work. We can look forward to an exciting future. No longer will we be able 
to be ignored. 

The words of the head of the new Bay of Plenty Polytec and Waiariki 
Technology department made me feel proud as he said at the opening of 
our Logistics Training Centre, “It is an example of the forward thinking and 
visionary attitude that drives the South Waikato District Council.” 

We can all stand tall and be proud.
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Mayor Neil Sinclair

MANAGERS MEMO

Hooray! We are past the shortest day and on the way back to summer. The 
days are getting longer and the weather - well, perhaps it’s a bit early to go 
that far. But Christmas is only 24 weeks away. 

By all accounts the Field Days were a major success again this year with 
visitor numbers up and spending seemingly unaffected by the low dairy 
pay-out. That is good news for the local economy.  

On the town front, the major news is that Pride in Putaruru is now the 
Information Centre, or should I say again? While it is sad that we have lost 
our iSITE, we think that the services it provided are still needed here in 
Putaruru and so we will strive to keep up as many as we can. You will still 
be able to book bus and ferry tickets through us along with fish and game 
licences, as well as tickets to local attractions including Field Days next year. 
We will be agents for Post Haste. We have had to relocate these services to 
our offices at #2 Overdale Street and though space is limited, the friendly 
smile is still there and it’s pretty much service as usual. We are thrilled that 
Karen Mathis has joined us, bringing her wealth of expertise in this area.                          

The Information Centre will be open Monday to Friday 9am to 4pm.

This year’s Business Awards will be on Saturday 15th October and it will be 
our 20th celebration of this event. We are planning a really special night. 
Mark it in your diary and plan to be there with us.

Local Body elections occur later this year and it would be great to see some 
quality people who are passionate about Putaruru, step up and challenge 
the status quo. We are going to have a new Mayor so why not a few new 
Councillors as well?

JP SERVICES AVAILABLE IN PUTARURU

Basically Putaruru is following what is happening in most towns and cities 
throughout New Zealand. That is, starting a Justice of the Peace Clinic 
where members of the public who need a JP can just front up without an 
appointment and know that a JP will be present. 

Putaruru has a reasonable number of JP’s to service the district but most 
are either in the surrounding rural areas or retired and not accessible in the 
CBD. With the clinic, some of these JP’s will be on the roster and be able to 
keep their competency up, spread the workload and take some pressure off 
the JP’s in the CBD.

The service will be available at the Putaruru Library on Fridays between 
10am and noon. As well, on Wednesday mornings between 10am and 
noon, Anne Berben will be available for JP work at the Putaruru Arts and 
Crafts shop at 35 Princes Street. 

The need for JP services is growing with the number of new residents in 
the district. JP’s offer services such as witnessing signatures on documents, 
certifying copies of documents and witnessing oaths, declarations or affidavits.

SHOW YOUR 
SUPPORT 

ADVERTISE IN 
THE PRATTLER

WE ARE
LOCAL...

Richard Heslop, one of the JP’s on duty at the Putaruru Library each Friday.



4FLOODING AT THE NORTHERN ENTRANCE TO PUTARURU
The Oraka Stream rose suddenly on the morning of June 23rd and at one 
stage completely covered the road seal of the bridge. The two most affected 
businesses at this point were Tirau Earthmovers and Woodsy Engineering.

Traffic was reduced to one lane for a short while and Stop/Go signs were 
soon in place. Plenty of drivers were seen using their phone cameras as 
they drove across the bridge.

A number of rats were seen hurriedly shifting camp to drier ground but a few 
cars stalled and were parked nearby while awaiting mechanical attention.

Within an hour, the water level decreased and this allowed traffic to 
resume two way operation - but the two businesses had to wait much 
longer before they could begin drying out operations. Video coverage on PiP TV



JASON SHAILER IS MOVING ON...

After over 10 years being the Sergeant in Charge of the Putaruru Police 
Station, the time has come for Jason Shailer to move on.

Jason joined the Police in January 1996 having served in Tokoroa, Putaruru 
and the South Island’s West Coast, before taking the Sergeant’s position in 
Putaruru at the end of 2005.

He has now resigned from the Police, with the last day of duty in Putaruru 
being the 8th of July.

During his time here, Jason has seen the town go through many ups and 
downs, including the closure of the Carter Holt Harvey Mill, locals who have 
been affected by crime, managing to get rid of crooks that had decided to 
make Putaruru and Tirau home, and trying to stop more crooks coming in.

On the flip side he has seen some of the young people grow up and 
become good members of the community, the community making a stand 
against drugs, crime, gangs, antisocial behaviour and a real change in the 
community working together to look after their own.

Running a police station in a small town is a tough job and it has frequently 
brought Jason into the lives of people at critical times, often needing to help 
out in times of crisis - but it has been very rewarding and he is justifiably 
proud of the achievements he has been a part of.

Jason explained, “It’s time to move on. I am moving with my family to 
Whanganui where I will be taking up a role getting school leavers into 
tertiary education, apprenticeships, employment and training. I will also be 
working with local Iwi, businesses and tertiary institutions to identify the 
right person for the right position, in an effort to stop school leavers falling 
through the cracks into unemployment.”

The vacant position in Putaruru will be advertised nationally, with a 
replacement expected in the coming months. 

We wish Jason and his family every success in their new venture.

COPY DEADLINES FOR THE NEXT PRATTLER: 
 FRIDAY AUGUST 26th for SEPTEMBER    
 FRIDAY OCTOBER 7th for OCTOBER (mini edition)    
 FRIDAY NOVEMBER 25th for DECEMBER

Jason with his PiP Services to the Community award in 2013.

Jason Shailer, soon to be moving in a new direction in Whanganui.
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RANGIURA BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER?

Do you have what it takes to make a difference? Can you donate some of 
your time to a worthwhile Community based facility? Do you have skills 
that could contribute to a knowledgeable, Multidisciplinary Team? Would 
you like to learn new skills which could benefit your organisation? Are you 
interested in ensuring our elders within our community have excellent 
service provision?
If you have answered YES to any of the above then perhaps you would be 
interested in becoming a member of the Board of Trustees at Rangiura. 
Board meetings are held every two months with the AGM held in 
December. You will work closely with the Operations Team, setting policy, 
advising and making decisions at Board level and have the opportunity 
to become involved in the sub committees which support the overall 
operations of Rangiura.
We are looking for enthusiastic, skilled people to join our Board and 
support Rangiura to develop and change to meet the future needs of elder 
care in the South Waikato region. For more information and/or an informal 
chat, please contact Henry Van Dyk, (Chairperson), on 021 774 340 or Ellie 
Davies (General Manager), on 07 885 1040.

PUTARURU THEATRE PLAYERS: A MURDER IS ANNOUNCED
Putaruru Theatre Players Present: A Murder is Announced by Agatha 
Christie and Directed by Gary Robinson.

Kensington Theatre 30th August - 6 July
Following on from the success of BOUNCERS, Putaruru Theatre Players are 
well into rehearsals for their next production of A Murder is Announced. 
A cast of 12 have being brought together to produce a typical Agatha 
Christie ‘whodunit!’

If you are a fan of suspense and a good mystery, be sure to get your tickets 
for this production from Van Dyks from mid July.

The play involves an announcement in the local paper that states the time 
and place when a murder is to occur in Miss Blacklock’s Victorian house. 
The victim is not one of the house’s several occupants, but an unexpected 
and unknown visitor. 

What follows, is a classic Christie puzzle of mixed motives, concealed 
identities, a second death, a determined Inspector grimly following the 
twists and turns, and Miss Marple on hand to provide the final solution, at 
some risk to herself, in a dramatic confrontation just before the final curtain.

“Had the first night audience on the edge of their seats.” [Evening Post]
“Re-enter Agatha with another whodunit hit, another of her fiendishly 
ingenious murder mysteries." [London Evening News]

Also look out for the return of the popular 
A Little Bit Posh

Sunday 21st August 2pm - 4pm

RANGIURA NEWS
There is to be a 
High Tea at 2pm 
on Sunday 10th of 
July at Rangiura. 
Tickets are $25 
and available at 
Rangiura Home, 
BNZ, or from a 
Rangiura fundraising 
committee member.

Pictured opposite, a 
group from the Pink 
Ribbon breakfast at 
Rangiura.

FREE BUSINESS DATABASE

 To be included on the free PiP Business   
 Database simply go to the Businesses tab
 on the website and fill in the short on-line   
 form there. 

Enjoying the Rangiura Pink Ribbon breakfast.
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Upcoming Events 
… set aside these important 

dates: 
 

8th July: Room 5 Dream Team 
Leader visit 
8th July: Last day of Term 2 
25th July: First day of Term 3 
1st August: BOT meeting 
6.30pm 
5th August: Digi award entries 
25th August: Digi Awards night 
1st Sept: Gymnastics Sports 
Festival 
 
Term 3 
Our schools theme this year is 
Sensible Citizenship.  Our Big 
Learning Idea for Term Three is 
“Reach for the top” – Achieving 
the best you can by striving to 
succeed. 
Term Three we have the 
Morrinsville Gymnastics 
Festival, Digi Awards and our 
school and Interschool Cross-
Country. Term Two was very 
busy with indoor bowls, rippa 
rugby, Maungatautari trip, 
Cotter Cup, creating a worm 
farm just to name a few.   
We hope you have a wonderful 
break J  
 
 
 
 
 

Magnificient Maungatautari... 
What an enjoyable Room 5 trip we had to Mount 
Maungatautari...  We saw Takahe, Tuatara, Kereru, Bellbirds, 
Tui, North Island Robin, massive Rimu trees... plus a lot 
more!  We were so lucky with the weather too.  
 

Indoor Bowls Competition… 
Our bowling team had a fantastic day.  Our team came 3rd overall 
which they were very excited about.   

School Trip to the Avantidrome… 
Our school went for a trip to the Cambridge Avantidrome.  Everyone 
had a wonderful time trying lots of new things.  The older children got 
to go in the centre of the Avantidrome and had a go riding the indoor 
bikes.  Everyone had a go on the three outdoor tracks.  A road, gravel 
and wooden track.  They also got to watch a film about the 
Avantidrome.  It was amazing to see everything that happens there.  The 
track is very steep on the corners.   
But the best thing was seeing the Olympic Cyclists training on the track.  
Some of them came up to talk to the children.  It is amazing how fast 
they go! 

Our BOT  Our BOT have had their first meeting.  We welcome 
Rebecca Walker to our BOT.  Catherine Vincent had been co-
opted on.  Mike Vaughan is our BOT chair.  Alastair Sherrard, 
Juliette Thomas and Paula Hastings are our other BOT members. 

  
 
 
 
 
                                                           “Striving to be the best we can in a caring and safe learning environment.”

66 Waiomou Road 
RD2, TIRAU 3485 

Phone/Fax  (07) 883 4866 
e-mail: office@kuranui.school.nz 
website: www.kuranui.school.nz 

 



PUTARURU LIONS
Lions Change Over evening was held on Thursday 16th June. 
The out going President, Maurice Martin and committee handed
over duties to our new President Alan Hurcomb and his committee. 
Dinner  was held at Putaruru Theatre Players. We were served a very 
appetising meal, followed by entertainment by some of their members, 
singing old favourites from years gone by. We were joined with guests 
from Tokoroa and Tirau Lions and Putaruru Rotary - a very entertaining and 
enjoyable evening. Thanks Theatre Players.

June is a busy time for the club with organisation of the Change Over as 
well as the big job of getting the slinks run under way. This starts on the 12th 
July and continues through till about mid September. This involves drivers 
and helpers collecting 3 days a week. At present the Lions Blue Truck is 
getting last minute attention for its journey around our country roads. If 
you would like to help with this project and can give us some time, phone 
Marianne Hurcomb on 07 883 3013.

Lions are very impressed by the work done at the Community Gardens. 
Those involved have put a lot of time and effort into the gardens. It was 
passed to further help this project by the hiring of a Bob Cat to assist with 
some ground work.

Coming up over the next 2 months:

The Alzheimer’s Waikato Collection is taking place out side Countdown 
on Friday 29th July. With more and more people suffering from Alzheimer’s, 
your donations would be appreciated.

Daffodil Day will be at the end of August. 
Let’s hope we have lots of beautiful spring daffodils to help this worthy 
organisation.  

The Lions Baby Sitting Course was a great success. Twenty attended and 
received their Certificates for the efforts put in. All left well informed 
and confident they would be able to use their skills in the future. Course 
Coordinator, Lola McCormack commented, “They are the best bunch of 
young people we’ve had, participating really well.”

Special thanks go to, the Putaruru Police: Constable Gareth Edwards, St 
John: Jan Tomalin, Janine Hamilton, and Craig White, Putaruru Fire Service: 
Stuart Caddock, Parent Centre: Jan Tomalin.

Their input was appreciated for making the evenings very enjoyable. This 
course is held every two years.

A small reminder with the wet and foggy mornings, that children wearing 
their Hi Viz Vests are more easily seen - let's keep them safe.

Most organisations in Putaruru run on volunteer labour, and as a group, 
Lions can achieve more to support other organisations and to benefit the 
people of Putaruru. We support Youth, Social Services, Interest Groups, and 
Environment Projects in our area.

If you would like to contribute to Putaruru society in a social environment 
with like minded and supportive people, please contact our Secretary, 
Margaret Sterling, on 07 883 8988 or Sue Harper on 027 291 9667. 

Keep warm over the next few months, Spring isn't far away.

PUTARURU TYRES 5th BIRTHDAY
“How fast has 5 years gone?” remarks Matt, owner of Putaruru Tyres. 
Since moving down the road and purchasing the business formerly known as 
Firestone, in 2011, Matt and his team have grown and developed the business. 

Putaruru Tyres have a full range of tyres including Passenger 4x4, 
Agriculture, Truck, Motorbike and Industry. They have 2 fleet vehicles which 
allows them to provide on site service, as well as tractor and feed out wagon 
tyres on farms, truck tyres on the side of road, or forklift tyres at the mills.

“Our focus is always about doing the best we can for our clients, making 
sure we maintain a high level of customer service, and on top of all that we 
provide good products and a trustworthy brand,” Matt explained. 

Matt says he enjoys living in Putaruru as it’s a great place and location to 
have a business. 

“It’s rewarding when you can put something back into the community, such 
as sponsorship to sports clubs, schools and community events. “

“Thank you to all our customers for their continued loyal support over the 
last five years.”

Knowledge and enjoyment at the Lions Baby Sitting course.
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IT’S OUR
BIRTHDAY
We’re celebrating 5 years in business 
and want to thank all our customers 
for their continued support.

07 883 7496

bridgestonetyres.co.nz

Putaruru Tyres, 103 Tirau Street

Come in and see us 
for friendly service and 
great advice on all your 
tyre needs.

Matt celebrates 5 years of business at Putaruru Tyres.



Maurice and Radar - a great team.

8MAURICE O’CONNOR AND RADAR
Maurice O’Connor has been with the Department of Corrections for just 
over 30 years having started at Mt Eden Prison when he was 21.

In his private life, Maurice was heavily involved in dog showing and dog 
training. Having always had a passion to be a dog handler, Maurice applied 
for the Drug Dog Handlers position at Waikeria Prison in 1998.

Maurice and his first dog underwent their initial training and were certified 
as Operational at the Police Dog Training Centre after a nine week course. 
However, the dog was replaced shortly after due to Operational issues and 
Maurice was assigned another dog called Angus.

Angus had been trained in firearms detection by the NZ Police and with 
additional training, drug detection was added to his skill-set. Angus was 
an outstanding dog that performed well and had a major impact on 
contraband detection.

Maurice has worked five Operational dogs and has competed at the National 
Detector Dog Championships at the Police Dog Training Centre on four 
occasions. He has been placed 2nd, 3rd (twice) and fourth respectfully. He is still 
chasing the No 1 position, laughs Maurice, “I’m tired of being the bridesmaid.”

Corrections Dogs are trained to detect a wide range of drugs and drug 
related contraband. In recent years, Detector dogs have been trained 
to find cell phones and tobacco. Health issues for prisoners and prison 
staff have been addressed, which has seen a complete ban on smoking 
in all prisons. This has made tobacco a very sought after contraband. 
The possession of any tobacco or associated items and cell phones are 
prohibited on all prison sites. 

Cell phones, (contraband), are a serious security concern for all prisons. 
The dogs don’t detect the phone through its ringing, but through certain 
components that have a distinct odour.

Corrections Detector Dog teams conduct Prison Entry Searches at the 
prison border, where searches are conducted for drugs, alcohol, weapons 
and other forms of contraband. The Corrections Department places a 
strong emphasis on public safety and the safety of prisoners and staff.

Corrections Dog teams are re-certified yearly by undergoing a series of 
unknown searches. These tests are conducted in buildings, vehicles, groups of 
people (body screening), and outdoor areas. The tests are for confirming scent 
identification and to ensure the dog teams are working to a high standard. 
Often dog toys, food, meat and other distractors will be placed out on a search 
to ensure the dogs ignore such distractions in the search environment.

The Corrections Department do not have Patrol or Cash dogs. 

Initially, potential dogs were sourced from animal shelters or gifted 
by members of the public. Many of these dogs became excellent 
Detector Dogs, however many also failed due to unknown health issues, 
temperament or environment issues. The Department of Corrections now 
purchases puppies from quality breeding stock and handlers raise the 
puppies in their own homes.

Currently the Department has a few cross breeds, however predominantly 
most are Springer Spaniels, Labradors or German Short-haired Pointers.

Training a pup starts from day one. The dog is trained by using positive re-
enforcement and Operant and Classical conditioning. Basically, when the 
dog gives the response asked for by the handler, it is rewarded with either, 
play (toy), food or both.

The retirement age for a dog is generally at about 8 years. From this time 

onwards, health issues can come to light and can affect the dogs 
working ability. Dogs are retired to very good homes, or kept as 
family pets by the handler. Ted, who was on Dog Squad (TV1), is living the 
high life with a lovely family in the South Island. The farm is complete with 
more rabbits than he can chase, and he swims most days, (if warm enough), 
on his very own secluded beach.

No matter what the situation, Corrections handlers treat people with 
respect and dignity. Detector Dogs are a great deterrent on Prison borders.

Maurice introduced Radar, (a 3 year old German Short-haired pointer) 
to the audience. A few ‘volunteer’ shady characters were set up with a 
range of ‘undesirables,’ (pieces of cloth, contaminated with drug scent), 
while others had no suspicious materials planted on them. Radar then set 
about investigating the volunteers and scored 100% in locating the hidden 
‘contraband.’

The Putaruru Lions, Rotary and their guests were treated to an informative 
and entertaining evening and expressed warm appreciation of the service 
both Maurice and Radar give to society. 

NEW ZEALAND NEWS
While visiting the Pride in 
Putaruru website you can 
also link directly to the New 
Zealand Herald news feed.

Look in the right-hand side 
bar of the HOME page to 
see the news headlines. 

Click on any of the listed 
items to expand it. 

Select the main NEW 
ZEALAND NEWS heading to 
be taken to the Herald site 
for more news options.

Remember to contact us 
if you have any breaking 
news from the local South 
Waikato area.

Radar checks out a suspicious character.
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCES

 • NO GOLF sign removed

 • centre flag pole removed 

 • 2 black squares removed  

 • PARK text removed  

 • 2 extra logos added 

 All these original 
puzzles are the 
copyright of

 Pride in Putaruru.

WHAT’S DOWN
 • the Oraka Stream flooding - that’s an up making a down
 • the temperatures are dropping - at least the grass 
  is slowing down

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW PUTARURU?
Where would you find this object? 

Email your details of the location to: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

The May Mystery Object was identified by 22 people. It was the seating area by 
the railway crossing, opposite Van Dyks.
 Like to suggest a mystery object? 
 Please use this email address.
 theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

WHAT’S UP
 • house sale numbers and prices are increasing
 • more business construction along our southern entrance
 • a great two months for shows in Putaruru
 • the information centre lives on at the PiP Office

Answers to the Puzzles from pages 20 and 21 of the Prattler

JUNE AND JULY 
 One kind word can warm three winter months.  [Japanese Proverb]
 The birds like leaves on winter wood
 Sing hopeful songs on dismal days
 They’ve learned to live life as they should
 They are at peace with natures ways  [Don McLean] 
 In winter why do we try to keep the house as warm as it was in summer  
 when we complained about the heat?  [Author unknown]

Winter Landscape  [Wassily Kandinsky - 1909]

mailto:theprattler%40prideinputaruru.com?subject=


TRANSFORM AOTEAROA
Since opening its doors at the new Community Centre on Tirau Street at the 
end of March, the Transform Aotearoa Centre has been a hive of activity. 
Many new faces have joined to participate in our programmes and we have 
enjoyed some special events in the community as well.

In May, Transform Aotearoa hosted Wayne Smith and the Rugby World Cup. 
It was a great turnout and everyone enjoyed the chance to get up close to 
the cup and have some photos with the prized trophy.

In June, the Limitless Youth Summit was held at Whakamarama Marae, 
with youth attending from Putaruru and wider Waikato and Taumaranui. 
The group were inspired by the NZ X Factor winner Beau Monga along 
with a host of other creative artists running hip hop dance, food creation, 
song writing and music workshops for guitar and drums. The day had many 
motivational speakers who spoke on living a limitless life by not placing 
limitations on yourself, and stepping out of your comfort zone.

In June, we also finished Shine Girl and Strength programmes at Putaruru 
College. These courses for early teens aim to increase confidence, purpose 
and self-awareness. A highlight of the Shine Girl programme was a graduation 
dinner at the Wooden Farmer in June, with each teen giving a short speech 
on what they had learnt and how they will make changes in their lives. The 
speeches were of a high calibre and made family supporters proud.

Other highlights over the last month have been celebrating the graduation 
of our Leadership and Personal Development programmes, 
Te Kaupapa Whakamana (men’s) and Whakahonohono Mai (women’s).

Transform Aotearoa is a registered charitable trust established to 
support New Zealanders in provincial towns on a journey towards 
wholeness, and has a range of community programmes on offer. 

The Putaruru project was launched in 2014 and is supported and 
significantly funded by Trinity Lands. Programmes run out of the Transform 
Aotearoa Centre in Putaruru include Te Reo language evenings, men’s 
and women’s personal development programmes, driver licensing, (in 
partnership with Moving Mountains), Colour Art (in partnership with 
Progress Health and Tokoroa Council of Social Services), as well as regular 
creative arts summits, and personal development programmes for early 
teens at Putaruru College.

The centre is here to support the Putaruru community, and everyone is 
always welcome. Transform Aotearoa’s home is above the Crazy Cow Café 
on Tirau Street and is open weekdays from 9am - 4pm as well as some 
evenings, for programmes and events.

Transform Aotearoa Community Courses and Classes in July and August:
 Whakahonohono Mai Women’s Program: Starts July 12th

 Te Kaupapa Whakamana Men’s Program: Starts July 7th

 Te Reo: Wednesdays 6pm - 8pm
 Driver Licensing (theory and practical): Wednesdays 10pm - 12pm
 Colour Art: Tuesdays 10 - 12pm
 Coming Soon: 
  Employment readiness and CV preparation
  Saturday morning Men’s Breakfasts
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Available now is a free 
Situations Vacant listing 
service for local businesses on 
the Pride in Putaruru website.

All your advertisement details 
can be entered on-line, and we 
do the rest!

Because this service is live 
on the web there are no 
restrictions about having to 
have listings for printing in at a 
certain time. Any time is good!

Email The Prattler about this
free Community Service from
Pride in Putaruru.

PRATTLER PHOTOS

Most photos that appear in The Prattler 
are available for purchase in print or 
digital form. Enquire now.
Email:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

stating the:
 • issue number, (see the front page header of each Prattler)
 • page number
 • description of the photo/s requested. 

There is a small charge for this service.

All smiles with the Rugby World Cup.



PUTARURU COMMUNITY GARDEN
At the end of our first 6 months of operating, (and still learning!), we were 
encouraged when we took stock and were able to identify we had helped 
30 plus families and more in conjunction with Food Bank and Transform 
Aotearoa. Another dimension has been added using our own pumpkins to 
freeze soup for emergency meals, and our own chef using our own produce 
for chilli sauce, which has been sold.

With the arrival of our green container, another vital step in the 
development of the Community Garden is under way. We now have secure 
storage instead of having to take everything backwards and forwards for 
whatever we are working on. 

We have a very long wish list to start filling our container with essential 
gardening tools, so if you've been looking for an excuse to downsize the 
clutter in your shed we can supply a good home for everything from 
rubbish bins to watering cans, petrol tins, saws and more. Contact Lola 07 
838 8221 or Nikki 0274 144 716.

We are looking forward to a visit from the Brownies to plant some greens 
they have grown, and a school holiday activity is being planned.

We are really encouraged by the support we are getting in lots of different 
ways. Those who have helped us recently are: 

Stuart Edmeades, Putaruru Lions' Club, Ronnie Syben, Gordon Blake, Mo 
Martin, Fonterra, Rangiura Home, Steve Percival, J Swap, Van Dyk Flooring, 
Bunnings, Fulton Hogan, R J Lincoln, Pacific Pine, Anne Edmeades, Gavin 
Taylor, Peter Taylor, Farmlands, Tokoroa Community Garden.

PRATTLER ADVERTISING
Our special of 6 advertisements for the cost of 5 is currently 
being run for all copy sizes. We can also negotiate and plan 
with you any special arrangements you may require.

Your business can be featured for as little as $30+gst per 
issue. 4100 copies are distributed throughout the area.

Go to: prideinputaruru.com/the-prattler/prattler-
advertising/ for pricing and click on the link requesting 
more information.
We also design adverts for you at a very reasonable cost.

	
		

It’s	hard	to	believe	that	the	end	of	Term	2	is	nearly	upon	us.		We	have	
had	 another	 busy	 term.	 	We	have	 had	 a	 change	 of	members	 on	 our	
Board	 of	 Trustees,	 winter	 sports	 are	 powering	 ahead,	 our	 Year	 12	
Maibiz	Experience	took	place	7,	8	and	9	June	with	the	students	really	
getting	 a	 taste	 for	 business.	 We	 also	 enjoyed	 another	 visit	 from	 a	
Japanese	school	which	is	always	a	highlight.		Especially	watching	their	
reactions	 to	 learning	 a	 haka.	 We	 have	 also	 been	 to	 visit	 our	
contributing	 schools	 to	 meet	 students	 who	 are	 attending	 Putaruru	
College	 next	 year.	 Our	 annual	 chess	 competition	 and	 a	 wonderful	
cross-curricular	 fortnight	 round	 of	 our	 update	 of	 a	 very	 successful	
term.	

The	1st	XV	team	–	players	and	management	looking	very	sharp.	
	

		

The	winning	Maibiz	team.	They	
designed	a	double	sauce	bottle	
with	attached	condiments.	

		
Above:	 	 Rimmar	 Singgo	 with	 his	 prize	
for	 winning	 the	 annual	 Chess	
Competition.	
		

Like us on Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/PutaruruCollege	
	

On	Friday	20	May	
the	school	band	
performed	at	the	
regional	heats	of	
Smokefree	
Rockquest.		They	
didn’t	progress	to	
the	finals	but	
gained	valuable	
experience.		

Got an event 
or community 

function 
coming up?

Email details for the 
Pride in Putaruru 
website diary to:

pipdiary@prideinputaruru.com
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12AROUND TOWN RECENTLY
Footpath and road works are on the go in Arapuni Street and Tee 
Street. The recent heavy rain hasn’t helped this project. Many culverts and 
drains around town were overflowing and a number of homes had flooded 
basements because of the downpours.

STATE OF THE ART MOVIE PROJECTION AT THE PLAZA
The Plaza has invested in a high quality Digital Cinema Projector for their 
film screenings which has just been recently installed. This means that in 
Putaruru, residents can enjoy movies screened at a very high standard, the 
equal of any other New Zealand regional cinema.
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Monthly Movies will continue on the last Sunday of each month at 2pm. We 
will also introduce youth/family movies on Friday nights at 7pm, (usually the 
second Friday of the month), as well as kid’s movies in the school holidays. 

Admission is $8 Adults and $5 for Youth and Kids. Refreshments will also be 
available to purchase.  
  
MOVIE SCHEDULE
Friday 8th July   7pm What We Did On Our Holiday (Youth/Family PG)
While visiting family in the Scottish Highlands, a troubled couple, 
(Rosamund Pike, David Tennant), try to put on a happy face, but their three 
children innocently reveal all of their biggest secrets.

Thursday 14th July   2pm Zootopia (Kids/Family PG)
From the largest elephant to the smallest shrew, the city of Zootopia is 
a mammal metropolis where various animals live and thrive. When Judy 
Hopps, (Ginnifer Goodwin), becomes the first rabbit to join the police 
force, she quickly learns how tough it is to enforce the law. Determined to 
prove herself, Judy jumps at the opportunity to solve a mysterious case. 
Unfortunately, that means working with Nick Wilde, (Jason Bateman), a wily 
fox who makes her job even harder.

Friday 15th July   7pm August Rush (Youth/Family PG)
A musically gifted orphan, Evan, (Freddie Highmore), runs away from his 
orphanage and searches New York City for his birth parents. On his journey, 
he’s taken under the wing of the Wizard, (Robin Williams), a homeless man 
who lives in an abandoned theatre. After discovering his talent, the Wizard 
gives Evan the name, “August Rush” and devises a plan to profit from his 
talent. Little does Evan know that his parents, Lyla, (Keri Russell) and Louis, 
(Jonathan Rhys Meyers), are searching for him too.

Thursday 21st July   2pm Odd Ball (Kids/Family PG)
A chicken farmer and his granddaughter train a dog to protect a penguin 
sanctuary from foxes.

Friday 22nd July   7pm Born to Dance (Youth/Family PG)
Tu, a young man from Auckland, sets his ambitions on becoming a 
professional hip-hop dancer. In addition to this kiwi dance movie there will 
be a performance by Aspire Arts before the movie, (at 6.30pm). Entry is still 
the usual price of $5 students or $8 adults.  

Sunday 24th July  2pm Brooklyn  Adults/Youth PG
An Irish immigrant, (Saoirse Ronan), in 1950’s New York falls for a tough 
Italian plumber, (Emory Cohen), but faces temptation from another man, 
(Domhnall Gleeson), when she returns to her homeland for a visit. Please 
note that this movie date has been brought forward due to a play on at the 
Kensington Theatre. Thanks for your understanding and we hope you can 
support the Putaruru Theatre Player’s event also. 

UPCOMING EVENTS NOT TO BE MISSED
Sunday, 11th September   2pm The North Shore Male Choir Tickets $25 
Adults, $20 Students/Seniors

For the pure enjoyment of keeping alive the traditions of our founders, 
the North Shore Male Choir, with a membership of 50, today continues 
to perform concerts throughout the Auckland province and beyond. They 
go from strength to strength under the professional guidance of Music 
Director, Lynn John, a Welsh Opera singer and tutor of renown.

Thursday 15th September 6:45pm  9pm Wearable Arts Show  Adults $10, 
Children under 14 free. 

St. Mary’s Catholic School are holding their annual fundraising Wearable 
Arts extravaganza at the Plaza. This year’s theme is “Cartoons.” All 
welcome, so come and support the children. Tickets will be available from 
the school in early September. 

Saturday 8th October   8pm The Topp Twins Tickets $40 
New Zealand’s national treasurers The Topp Twins, aka identical twin sisters 
Lynda and Jools Topp, have performed around the world as an original 
country-music comedy duo for more than 25 years and continue to delight 
audiences from the alternative to the mainstream. No other act has such 
unique cross-over appeal

Saturday 12th November   8pm The Monroes Tickets $25

Events and Movies will all be listed on The Plaza’s website, (www.plaza.
org.nz) and our Facebook Pages, (The Plaza, Plaza Putaruru and The Plaza 
Theatre, Putaruru) and the Pride in Putaruru website diary. We also have an 
email database. If you’d like to subscribe, please sign up on our website or 
get in contact with Emma. We hope to see you soon at The Plaza! 
Email: theplaza@plaza.org.nz   Phone: 07 883 8596 or 027 655 9715

PUTARURU VOLUNTEER FIRE-FIGHTERS: SKY TOWER CHALLENGE

2016 saw 10 volunteer fire-fighters from Putaruru enter the Sky Tower 
challenge, raising funds for the Leukaemia and Blood Foundation. 

This meant eight months 
of fundraising and hard 
training wearing full fire 
fighting kit weighing a total 
of 25kgs. 

It saw our team fund-raise 
over $6,500.

All 10 of our fire-fighters 
made it to the top of the 
Sky Tower, with our fastest 
team member taking just 
over 12 minutes and the 
rest of the team were not 
far behind.  

It was a great team bonding 
exercise that the Putaruru 
volunteer fire-fighters all 
thoroughly enjoyed.

COPY DEADLINES FOR THE NEXT PRATTLER: 
 FRIDAY AUGUST 26th for SEPTEMBER    
 FRIDAY OCTOBER 7th for OCTOBER (mini edition)    
 FRIDAY NOVEMBER 25th for DECEMBER

This space could have been yours - contribute to the next Prattler 
and prove SImon & Garfunkel wrong when they sing: 

 
“I can gather all the news I need on the weather report...”

Angela with her, “It was worth it,” smile.



SKATEPARK JAM
Last month, local, Cody Belfield, organised a jam for enthusiasts to have a 
fun day at the Putaruru skatepark. Throughout the day there was a good 
crowd of enthusiasts participating in and watching the action. 

A live music mix added to the atmosphere. 

The recent removal of a large tree from the grounds has made this a
 much more open area to enjoy.

There is video of part of the day featured on PiP TV Episode 22.

If you have any suggestions about how facilities like this can be added to, 
please email, The Prattler with your ideas and why you think they would be 
an asset to the community.

Video coverage on PiP TV

14



The winning team: Left to Right: Kereihana Baker, Parehuia 
Walker, Kalani Sahinovic (kneeling), Abby Cawood, Azaria 
Thomson, Michael Flavell.

PUTARURU DISTRICT SERVICES MEMORIAL CLUB
Every Monday night 6pm is Snooker night. This is open to everyone 
interested. Beginners are most welcome as we have professional members 
who can support your learning. 
July
 Sunday 17 Putaruru Street Markets, Princes Street: 9:00am - 12noon
 Thursday 28 Quiz Night, $10 per team, 4 per team: Register by 7:15pm
  Prizes for first and second to last.
August
 Sunday 21 Putaruru Street Markets, Princes Street: 9:00am - 12noon
 Thursday 25 Quiz Night
 Saturday 27 Aussie v AB’s - come up to the club to watch the game.   
  Sweepstake available. Dress in your support team colours.  
  7pm onwards - game 7:30pm
September
 Friday 2  Spring cocktails - cocktail evening starts 7:30pm. Band TBC.
See page 17 of The Prattler for a report on the recent Landslide evening.
Free van service available Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons and 
evenings. If you wish to use the van service on other days, please ring the 
club on 07 883 8591 in advance so that we can do everything possible to 
accommodate your request. Follow us on our Facebook page.

SCHOOL MARKETING GROUPS AT PUTARURU COLLEGE
Recently, Year 12 students of Putaruru College took part in a 3 day business 
experience called Maibiz. 

The presenter this year, Mark Douglas, was 
impressed both with the competitiveness, speed 
and standard to which they performed. 

Three students, Emma Brightwell, (right upper), 
Parehuia Walker, (right middle), and Michael 
Flavell, (right lower), were selected to take the 
next step, attending Te Wero Pakihi in Auckland 
for 5 days in the first week of the holidays. This 
is an all expenses trip paid by MWDI, (Maori 
Women's Development Inc.), sponsorship. 

Te Wero Pakihi is an Advanced Business Course 
where the students mix with others from 
throughout New Zealand to create a product 
or service, design the Business Plan, and again 
present to judges - all in the big city of Auckland! 
We wish them every success.

Congratulations	to	our	runners	who	competed	at	the	Putaruru	
Schools	cross-country	at	Waotu!	

Jake	1st	place	
(10+	Boys)	

Ashlee	1st	place	
(8	yr	girls)	

Nick	2nd	place	
(9	yr	boys)	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
	
	
																																																																																																															
																																																																																															
																																																																									
	
	

Since	1884	our	school	has	served	the	
Lichfield	community.	We	continue	to	
preserve	our	history	by	cataloguing	
and	caring	for	items	of	interest	to	our	
community.	If	you	would	like	to	look	
at	our	collection	please	visit	us.	If	you	
have	anything	of	historical	interest,	
please	consider	donating	it	to	the	
school.	We	will	add	it	to	our	diverse	

collection.	
	

Hei	akoranga	-	inaianei,	apopo,	mo	ake	tonu	atu!	

		
		
	
	
	
	
Since	1884	our	school	
has	served	the	Lichfield	
community.	We	continue	
to	preserve	our	history	
by	cataloguing	and	
caring	for	items	of	
interest	to	our	
community.	If	you	would	
like	to	look	at	our	
collection	please	visit	us.	
If	you	have	anything	of	
historical	interest	please	
consider	donating	it	to	
the	school.	We	will	add	it	
to	our	diverse	collection.	
		
		

	
2014	Term	dates	

		

Monday,	3	February	2014	
Term	1	starts	
Thursday,	17	April	2014	
Term	1	ends	
Monday,	5	May	2014	
Term	2	starts	
Friday,	4	July	2014	
Term	2	ends	
Monday,	21	July	2014	
Term	3	starts	
Friday,	26	September	2014	
Term	3	ends	
Monday,	13	October	2014	
Term	4	starts	
Tuesday,	16	December	2014	

Lichfield School is a small rural 
school of 85 pupils. The School is 

one of the first schools 
established in the South 

Waikato area, we date back to 
1884!  

Today we can boast being a 
modern, well-equipped school, 

right up to play with information 
technology and learning!   

Lichfield School’s Vision is  
Learning - today , tomorrow , 

always!    
If there is one thing we know 

about life, it is that every minute 
of every day we are learning, no 
matter if we are one day old or 
90 years old. Our vision points 

out that all members of our 
school learning community are 

lifelong learners! 

Serving	the	community	since	
1884	

www.lichfield.school.nz	
Ph	078836816	

office@lichfield.school.nz	

	

Coming  up  ….  4-8 July Te wiki o te reo Maori/ Maori Language week, Friday 8 July Term 2 ends, Monday 25 
July Term 3 starts, Thursday 11 August Lichfield School 132nd Anniversary and LSSG meeting at 7pm, Tuesday 16 
August BoT meeting at 7pm, Thursday 18 August South Waikato Gymsport Festival. 
 

Indira	Hodges	is	the	teacher	of	
Room	2.	

Room	2	has	our		Year	2	pupils.	
This	year	we	welcome	to	our	

Putaruru	Schools	
Cross-country	Results	
Congratulations	to	our	team	of	
runners	who	represented	our	
school	at	Waotu,	you	were	
outstanding.	

8	year	old	girls	
Ashlee	Syben	1st	
Bonnie	Boss	 	13th	
Alizae	Bennetto	14th	

		
8	year	old	boys	
Lucas	Stone	6th	
Stephan	Botha	7th	
Lincoln	Ngatai	15th	

		
9	year	old	girls	

Maddy	Johnson	10th	
Shakarna	Thompson	11th	

		
9	year	old	boys	
Nicholas	Way	2nd	
Cohen	Wiseman	11th	

		
10+	years	old	girls	
Pippa	Stone	5th	

Atlantis	Gallagher	15th	
		

10	+	years	old	boys	
Jake	Mathis	1st	
Kyle	Donn	23rd	

K’Dym	Follows	Thompson	27th	
		

15

COPY DEADLINES FOR THE NEXT PRATTLER: 
 FRIDAY AUGUST 26th for SEPTEMBER    
 FRIDAY OCTOBER 7th for OCTOBER (mini edition)    
 FRIDAY NOVEMBER 25th for DECEMBER

GARAGE SALE: THIS SATURDAY
 Saturday 9th July, from 9:00am 

(no sales before then)
bedding, towels, kitchen ware, adult clothing, 

TV’s, pictures, couch and chairs, knick-naks, 
electrical goods, crockery...
9 Junction Street - Putaruru 

(no cars up the driveway thanks)



A NEW ERA FOR UNICHEM PHARMACY IN PUTARURU
The contentious matter, “why does Putaruru have two pharmacies?” came 
to a close in March of this year. The deserved retirement of Sue and Richard 
Heslop ultimately resulted in the sale of their Heslop Pharmacy to Unichem 
Putaruru. For over six years Unichem Putaruru has been locally owned and 
operated by Heather Wise. 

Soon after acquisition of the Heslop Pharmacy by Unichem Putaruru, it was 
decided to merge both original pharmacies into the Duke Street premises. 
These offer better parking, close proximity to the doctors and have a better 
store layout for accommodating higher prescription numbers and more 
pharmacist consultations. 

The Princes Street premises opted to retain the Unichem brand following 
the merge of the stores, citing better customer benefits through functions 
such as ‘Living Rewards.’ The Unichem brand also facilitates services such 
as vaccinations through a network of industry professionals. Merging of the 
two pharmacies was not without issue; ultimately the skills proposed and 
developed by all staff, (comprised of both pharmacies), allowed for timely 
resolution of all such issues and the new store is now fully functional. 

During the merge into the Duke Street store the now merged Unichem 
team spent many hours during weekends moving stock, managing Ministry 
of Health data and arranging signage to meet the brand requirements. 
These activities caused many operational disruptions to the Pharmacy. 

Unichem Putaruru wishes to acknowledge the accepting and 
compassionate nature of the Putaruru community for their acceptance of 
these disruptions.

Sheldon, the Pharmacy mascot, the friendliest reptile in town, found the 
transition cruisy. He is just delighted with the number of children he can 
entertain in one day. 

A special mention to Putaruru Tirau Family Doctors for their assistance and 
the collaboration of the local care facilities, Rangiura and Ballymena Home. 
We greatly appreciate the support they showed us and from other local 
businesses who helped us achieve our goal.

VOLUNTEER FIRE-FIGHTERS FIRST RESPONSE TRAINING
On Sunday 22nd of May, 14 of our volunteer fire-fighters completed a
4 day First Response course run over 2 weekends by St John, for the New 
Zealand Fire Service. We at Putaruru Volunteer Fire Brigade have been first 
responding for many years now. 

With the new Memorandum of Understanding, the New Zealand Fire 
Service has with St John developed a new First Response course and we 
have just completed ours. This qualification allows us to remain a First 
Response station for our community. Our role is to respond to Purple and 
Red classified calls that St John Ambulance are turned out to in Putaruru and 
the rural district surrounding Putaruru. We are capable of dealing with more 
emergency situations where the ambulance is not always available straight 
away. If people call an ambulance and you get a fire engine, don’t panic 
because we are just there to fill the gap until the ambulance can get there.
 

Back row: FF George Norridge, SO Dene Coghlan, OS-FF Jim Payne, OS-SFF Robyn Bruce, FF Daniel 
Graham, FF Amanda Rowe, QFF Kimberly Bruce, FF Mike McCann, QFF Rob Winterson, St John trainer 
Peter Lockie, St John trainer Adam Rayner, (front row) SFF Graeme Hoole, OS-QFF Wendy Kemp, RFF 
Angela Graham, FF Jasmine Bloor, CFO Nathan Bennetto.

CHALLENGE: CAN YOU FIND A LINK?
The picture below is from a reasonably old movie. While chatting to a 
member of a group that recently performed in Putaruru, The Prattler asked 
if the inspiration for their name came from the movie. The response was, 
“Naaahhhh we’re just ‘ladies’ of a certain age endeavouring to perform 
‘killer’ renditions of our favourite tunes. We like the idea of reclaiming male 
terms and twisting the meaning.” Can you link the movie and the group?

The Unichem Putaruru team outside their Duke Street location while Sheldon minds the shop.
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QUALITY MUSIC AND THEATRE EVENTS IN PUTARURU
During the last two months in particular, the range and quality of music and 
theatre events in Putaruru has been outstanding. 

The Plaza Management Committee attracted gold to Putaruru in the 
glittering form of Liv McBride and Graeme Woller, the singing and song 
writing duo that make up Into The East.

Their all original music, delivered with love, artistry and clarity provided a musical 
treat through its fresh thoughtfulness that took us below the surface features of 
life. Dennis Glover’s Harry would have been proud to have sung them.

Golden stars shone brightly through the respected talents of Tina Cross, Jackie 
Clarke and Suzanne Lynch, aka The Lady Killers, as they brought pure evening 
delight to The Plaza, from Good Vibrations through to Bohemian Rhapsody. 

These three stars produced their own musical Matariki, delivered with 
vibrant clarity and joy. Long may they shine. Special mention must also 
be made of Rikki Morris of MorriSound Ltd who produced the clearest 
amplified sound to be heard at The Plaza over recent years.

Two groups, The British Invasion and the Gee Bee’s combined at The Plaza for 
an evening of nostalgia ranging from groups such as The BG’s, to The Beatles. 

The Gee Bee’s had Tony Wood, an ex-Putaruru resident as part of their 

group who sang to a pre-recorded backing. The British Invasion 
featured a live group who smoothly accompany their vocals.

The District Services Memorial Club 
The Club hosted a full house of appreciative guests who enjoyed the 
performance of Landslide, a Fleetwood Mac tribute show. Patrons were 
singing and dancing the night away. From start to finish the dance floor 
was full. Landslide members were: Andrea Clarke - lead and backing vocals 
percussion, Tanya Hiskins - piano, keyboards and backing vocals, Lee Cooper 
- bass, backing vocals, Dylan Storey - electric guitar lead and backing vocals, 
and Cole Goodley - drums. 

The supper provided by the club was very much appreciated by those 
attending. A big thank you from the club to everyone who helped out on 
the night behind the scenes and to Van Dyks for supporting the club by 
selling tickets at their outlet.

Please share with the Putaruru District Memorial Club and The Plaza, 
shows that you would be interested in seeing here.

The Putaruru Theatre Players 
The Putaruru Theatre Players production of BOUNCERS, by major playwright 
John Godber, was extremely professional. The cast, Graham Lauder, John 
McLean, Shaun Parkinson and Chad Goessi, the four doormen of the 
relationships, were on stage for the whole play as they each performed 
multiple roles, both as characters and narrators. 

The British setting for the play was not that of a typical Putaruru night, (The 
Prattler believes), as dreams and fears about the cocktail of men, beer and 
women were movingly expressed through drama and music.

Look for further music, drama and movies coming up through, and because 
of, the dedicated work of The Plaza, The Putaruru Theatre Players and 
The District Services Memorial Club - all part of the entertainment hub of 
Putaruru. Their drive deserves the full support of the community. Invite an 
out of town friend to share and enjoy future performances and events.

Advised details are always on the prideinputaruru.com weekly diary.

The Lady Killers at the Plaza.

Into The East at the Plaza.

The Gee Bee’s at the Plaza.

BOUNCERS at the Kensington Theatre.

Landslide at the District Services Memorial Club.

The British Invasion at thePlaza.
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Pukeatua School 
 

Recently the Year 5-8 where away in 
Auckland for five days. During that 
time they visited many interesting 
sites like MOTAT, The Royal Akarana 
Yacht Club, a 16km walk from West 
Coast to East Coast and a train ride 
into Auckland’s CBD.    

Kids enjoying our 
annual Triathlon 

Selected students attended the 
Putaruru Interschool Cross 
Country at Te Waotu School. 
Throughout the day there were 
a lot of great results, with a 
couple of children achieving 
excellent top three places 
 

Room 2 year 8 students have recently 
put forward an idea for a new and 
improved sandpit. The construction 
is well under way!  The wet weather 
has slowed completion! 

Pukeatua School children are enjoying the 
changing weather underneath our 

magnificent  
Maungatautari Mountain. 

The school recently visited the local Pohara 
Marae to have a taste of Maori culture and 
to learn about the history of our area. A 
great day was had by all! 
 

All of the Pukeatua students 
have recently been to 
Arohena for the annual cross 
country resulting in fabulous 
results for all! 

A mid winter swim for hardy 
students!  An 11 degrees swim in the 
school pool was offered to those 
daring to take a dip. 

Also this term we had netball 
at Putaruru on Friday nights. 
The school had a team in each 
year group. With the year 7&8 
team in the top grade.  

LOCAL MP ACKNOWLEDGES VOLUNTEERS IN VOLUNTEER WEEK 2016
It’s time to celebrate the volunteers in our communities. Throughout South 
Waikato, committed people are giving their time to generously help others.

During National Volunteer Week, (19 - 25 June), we acknowledge the vital 
contribution volunteers make in a myriad of ways - through sport, arts and 
culture, conservation, health, social services, police, and education.

A 2008 study found that volunteers make up 67% of the New Zealand non-
profit workforce - a higher proportion than in 40 other countries studied. 

The New Zealand General Social Survey 2008 with 8000 participants reported 
that one-third of people undertook voluntary work, and about two-thirds 
had done unpaid work. People who do voluntary work have higher levels of 
life satisfaction, (89.5%), compared to those who don’t do voluntary work, 
(84.2%). “More than one million New Zealanders are involved in some form 
of voluntary work in their communities, with an average of over 3 million 
hours volunteered every week,” says local MP Louise Upston.

Volunteering is part of the Kiwi way of life. Take the opportunity to say 
a heartfelt “thank you,” to people we know who volunteer and the 
organisations they work with.

Recently I did just that. I hosted a breakfast at my South Waikato office for 
a wide range of volunteers including Love Soup, Riding for the Disabled and 

Pride in Putaruru, among other volunteers who help make a difference in 
our schools and community.

“It’s wonderful that I get the opportunity to acknowledge the selfless work 
these volunteers do and thank them for their services to the community,” 
says Ms Upston.

National Volunteer Awareness Week is a great time for first timers to 
give volunteering a go - to be an active member of your community and 
help others. If you want to know more about volunteering opportunities 
and events, contact Volunteer Waikato on 07 839 3191 or visit www.
volunteeringwaikato.org.nz

PUTARURU TOY LIBRARY
The Putaruru Toy Library is located on Princes Street, opposite Bunnings.
Have you seen our display in the old Unichem window in Princes Street or 
received a flyer from your preschool?
We are OPEN twice a week: Tuesday 9am - 11am and Friday 12pm - 2pm.
Come along and have a look. This is a child’s paradise of toys, games, bikes 
and lots more that you can borrow for a 2 week period.

You may have “lots 
of toys” at home 
but by adding a 
new toy or game 
you are extending 
their learning 
through language 
and dramatic play 
as well as learning 
to care for someone 
else’s things.

We are always 
welcoming to new 
members, so pop 
on in. You can also check us out on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/
PutaruruToyLibrary or phone 07 883 5630 for more information.

Louise Upston hosts a volunteers breakfast in Tokoroa.
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The big shift to our new look shop 
started on Saturday...

Styles on Main opens this week as it transforms from Marjorie’s. 
The new shop is at 30 Tirau Street - 07 883 7094

Are you a new business 
in Putaruru/Tirau?

Has some feature of 
your business changed? 

Are you offering new services?
Email details to The Prattler 

for this free notification service:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

RECENT CHANGES AROUND TOWN

Sixtus website and email coming soon - some products already available.

Book-keeper/Administrator: Jo will work from your 
place or from home - Phone: 027 220 5604
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PUZZLE PAGES THINKING SPACESPOT THE DIFFERENCES
Can you spot the 5 changes that have been made to this Glenshea Park photo in the one underneath it?

Answers to all these original puzzles are 
on page 9 of this Prattler

PRATTLER CROSSWORD

20FAMILY PUZZLE PAGE
Across Clues:
1. a feeling of happiness when you or someone you know does something good (5)

3.  a group of women who are associated with one man (5)

7.  a person who enjoys taking photographs (11)

8.  having or showing a good understanding of how people should be treated (11)

9.  last book of The New Testament (11)

11. the operation of deducting one number from another (11)

12. having an odd and amusing quality (5)

13. happening in a way that is not planned or regular (3)

Down Clues:
1.  a liquid processed at a temperature high enough to kill many harmful germs (11)

2.  causing damage or injury (11)

4.  something made shorter, especially a word or name (11)

5.  dusting to be done immediately (4 4 3)

6.  material made from threads or wires with evenly spaced holes that allow air or  
 water to pass through (4)

10. in a safe or secure place (4)



Family Worship Service 10:30am 

Cuppa available from 10:00am 

Any inquiries can be made by phoning
   the Chapel Office: 07 883 8923 or 
   Kent Crawford 280 8762

PUTARURU GOSPEL 
CHAPEL

PRATTLER ROUNDABOUTS PUZZLE
Join all the green roundabouts with a continuous line that passes 
through each roundabout once only, without crossing over itself.

21FAMILY PUZZLE PAGE

PRATTLER TENTS PUZZLE
Draw a tent on a plain grass space so that each tree has its own tent, (either 
horizontally or vertically), and each tent has its own tree, (either horizontally or 
vertically). The squares in which the tents are placed must not touch on either 
the sides or the corners. Numbers located to the side and to the bottom of the 
puzzle tell how many tents are in each row and column.

PRATTLER MAZE
Find the direct path from the green ENTRANCE to the red EXIT point.

THINK OF A CAPTION THIS PICTURE
Send your caption idea to: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com 
Suggestions will be printed in the next Prattler.

mailto:theprattler%40prideinputaruru.com%20?subject=


PUTARURU CHOIR FORMED
In May this year, Elaine McKinnon, Marilyn Orchard and Mary Heberley 
met, with the intention of  forming a Putaruru Choir.

Posters were put up at the iSITEs in Putaruru and Tokoroa, and handed out 
to most of the churches.

On May 26th we had our first get together at St Aidan’s Church in Overdale 
Street. We were delighted that Irene McIvor agreed to be the pianist, and 
Mary Heberley the conductor.

15 of us gathered together and had a most successful hour long practice and all 
those that attended, said it was wonderful to form a group and sing together.

This is an un-auditioned choir, and anyone is welcome to join with us on 
Thursday evenings from 7 - 8pm at St Aidan’s.

We look forward to entertaining out in the community, once we have 
established a programme.
 
Mary has experience as conductor of the Hamilton Chorale for 9 years 
followed by years away managing motels with her husband. Last year she 
returned to conduct the Hamilton Chorale and has been asked to conduct 
again for the 2016 season.

Other musical interests of Mary are as a singing teacher, Chorus Mistress 

for musical theatre, as well 
having played leading roles in 
Musicals with Musikmakers Hamilton and 
performed with the Hamilton Operatic. 
She has also attended Waikato University 
for courses in singing in French, German 
and Italian, with Mona Ross.

The Putaruru Choir meet at St. Aidan’s 
Church, Overdale Street, 7pm - 8pm with 
a $2.00 entry per person, to cover costs 
of music and hall hireage. Contact Mary, 
(Conductor) 07 882 1249.

PUTARURU STREET MARKETS
The Putaruru Street Markets operate once a month and provide a friendly 
and relaxed atmosphere in which to purchase and sell all sorts of goods.

For your reference, the next monthly Putaruru Street Markets dates are:

 July 17th

 August 21st

 September 18th

 October 16th

 November 20th

 December 18th

The cost per stall is $5 and store holders should bring their own table. 
Please ring 07 883 1573 for any enquiries.

Putaruru Choir Conductor Mary Heberley.
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TIRAU BEAUTY ANNOUNCEMENT

In March this year after 13 years of building my 
business, I took time out of my clinic to refocus 
and work on new exciting projects to bring 
to all my valued clientele. Thank you for your 
understanding and patience during that time.

I am now able to take appointments and treat 
you in my clinic. I’m committed to my business 
and am excited to have the opportunity to take 
Tirau Beauty to an exciting level for you to enjoy.

To my loyal clientele - thank you. I truly 
appreciate and value you all very much and 
look forward to what lies ahead. Heart-felt 
thanks - Sue Corin, Tirau Beauty.

Beauty
TIRAU



TIRAU PLAYCENTRE 
Matariki time! At Tirau Playcentre, Matariki gives us the opportunity to 
celebrate our past, present, and plan for our futures. We have spent time 
discussing and reading about how Matariki is the Maori name for the group 
of stars also known as the Pleiades star cluster, or The Seven Sisters, or in 
Japan ‘Subaru.’ 

We have made stars out of paper, play dough and glow in the dark paint. We 
have discussed our whakapapa, (genealogy), and continued to explore our 
children’s individual cultures. Since Matariki was traditionally focused on the 
harvest of crops, we have endeavoured to prepare our vege and fruit gardens, 
allowing our children to learn about seeds, planting, nature, nurturing, 
sharing and co-operation, while weaving in numeracy, literacy and Te Reo. 

Our gardening gave us 
time to remember an 
important member of 
our centre, Christine 
Purdy, who passed 
away last year, 
whose hardworking 
ethics and love of 
gardening inspired our 
centre to create two 
gardens dedicated 
to her memory.  All 
preschoolers and 
their families 
are welcome 
to drop into our 
centre every Tuesday 
and Wednesday of 
the school term, 
9:30am - 12:00 noon, 
providing FREE quality 
licensed early childhood 
education for our local 
preschoolers, and 
valuing families as the 
first educators of our 
children.

BUSINESS AFTER 5: DANNY McBRIDE
At the last Business After 5 meeting, Danny McBride spoke to the group 
about Safety in the Workplace. Danny is the Director of Linksafe - Safety 
Systems and Solutions. This meeting was held in the foyer of The Plaza, a 
very cosy venue for occasions such as this.

Danny shared a specially created video which addresses very clearly the 
new Health & Safety at Work Act. Its presenter was Gordon MacDonald, 
Chief Executive of WorkSafe New Zealand.

Following this 
video he answered 
questions from 
the floor. Not 
everyone present 
was in favour of the 
regulations, but as 
Danny pointed out, 
they are there, and 
as business owners 
we can’t pretend 
they don’t exist. “Health and Safety is not something you do because the 
law requires it, but because it’s good for your business.”

For advise about workplace issues, contact Danny on 027 485 4432.

Danny displays a friendly reminder notice.

Part of the team of Tirau Playcentre with the beginnings of our garden adventure, (the Urbahns, 
the Dawsons, the Strattons, the Mains).

2 yr old Preston helping out in 
the garden.

The gardening crew helping with the seed planting. 

Jai examining the seeds.
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WAOTU-PUKETURUA PLAYCENTRE 50th CELEBRATIONS: 1966 - 2016
On the 15th May, the Waotu-Puketurua Playcentre celebrated 50 years of 
providing quality pre-school education in the district. 

Andrew Begbie from Pikitu Marae began the day with an opening prayer 
and we all sang happy birthday to Playcentre. Then, people enjoyed 
catching up and reminiscing about their time at Playcentre.

The afternoon tea was attended 
by the Mayor, Neil Sinclair 
and the Deputy Mayor, Jenny 
Shattock, as well as many past 
and present members, including 
some of the founding members.

The beautiful cake, (made by 
Nicola McKinnon), was cut by 
Christine Hedges, (formally 
Hoyte, in her Playcentre days), a 
founding member and the first 
President, and Stevie Clifton, the 
youngest Playcentre member. 
Margaret Karl, (a founding 
member), unveiled the plaque.

The Playcentre movement was 
started in Wellington in 1941 
and was developed for mothers 
of pre-schoolers to get together, 
support each other and create 
an educational place for their 
children to learn and play when 
husbands were away at war.

Playcentres became popular all over New Zealand and in 1966, a group 
of like-minded women got together and started up the Waotu-Puketurua 
Playcentre. The first Waotu-Puketurua Playcentre session was in July 1966 
in the Te Waotu Hall. Families fundraised hard to get the money to buy 
equipment and a local farmer, Mr Rennie, lent a corner of his land to the 
centre for an outside playground to be set up. 

The official opening was on 3rd November 1966 and it was opened by Mrs R Stevenson.

On 12th November 1968 the original Te Waotu School building, which was 
built in October 1868, was offered to the Playcentre for free, to be removed 
to the Waotu Park. The removal cost to the Playcentre was $180 and the 
estimated cost for plumbing, alterations and setting up the outside play 
area was $700. 

In January 1969, the building was shifted into the Waotu Memorial Park 
and became the new home for Waotu-Puketurua Playcentre. The official 
opening of the new Playcentre building was on 12th April 1969. The role was 
27 children with 15 under two year olds. In March the roll reached its limit 
with 30 children, 18 under two year olds, 12 over two.

Fundraising has always been an important part of Playcentre to raise money 
for the general running of the centre, to upgrade equipment and the 
building, sometimes for maintenance reasons, and other times to meet new 
Government regulations.

In 1969 the major fundraisers were a sponsored walk, a dinner and 
a stall held in the old W.S.B. building. The dinner was held in 
Mrs W Smith’s wool-shed. Each member supplied hors d’oeuvures, 
a meat plate and a savoury plate. The cost was $1 per couple. Added 
fundraisers at the dinner were a raffle and a horse racing table.

Memorable fundraisers in more 
recent times have included 
horse racing in the Waotu Hall, 
tasting evenings, (wines, liqueurs, 
deli treats), and the pumpkin 
competition. 
Waotu is predominantly dairy 
farming and since Playcentre started 
in Waotu, automation has meant 
that farm sizes have increased, staff 
numbers have decreased, and with 
the competition of Day-cares and 
Kindergarten’s, Playcentre numbers 
have dropped. Today there are 9 
families at Playcentre with a total of 
13 children. 
Waotu-Puketurua Playcentre has 
been a very important part of the 
community for 50 years. It still 
serves the purpose of families 
coming together for support and 
friendship as well as education for 
children and adults alike. Hundreds 
of families have enjoyed what it 
has to offer and have worked hard 

to make it a success. Each person brings something unique to the centre 
and adds to the special life of this wonderful Playcentre. Thank you to you 
all and long may this Playcentre continue to serve the Waotu community.

For anyone who missed the 50th celebration and wishes to see the centre, 
you are most welcome to visit on a Thursday morning 9:30 to 12pm 
(our regular session time). Share a coffee and some memories. Phone 
Bernadette Winter, 07 883 2733 for further information.

Stephen Hoyte and first president Christine Hedges look at the centre’s first minute book with David 
Hoyte and Sandie behind.

Youngest member Stevie Clifton gets a helping hand 
from mum, Alysha Tapiki to cut the cake with founding 
member and first President, Christine Hedges.

Founding member Margaret Karl unveils the Plaque 
marking 50 years of memories.
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TREE PLANTING 

On a beautiful autumn day recently we spent the morning planting 
shrubs and grasses in our native tree block.   Thank you to Jenny, 
Lesley, members of the Tai Chi group and the parents who came 
along to help.    This is going to be a wonderful area once the trees 
have grown to sit and listen to the bird song. 

J ROCK 2016 
Congratulations to our awesome J Rock team 
who performed so brilliantly at Clarence 
Street Theatre in Hamilton.    We were so 
proud of their excellent performance and all 
the positive comments about our students 
behaviour on the day.   A huge “Thank You” to 
Lynice, Lynne and Ceyline for all the hard 
work and time put into designing and making 
these fantastic costumes.  Thanks also to the 
teachers, parents and caregivers who 
assisted on the day with makeup and hairdo’s.  
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J-Rock 
Once again St Mary’s has participated in J-Rock. On the 9th of June the St. Mary’s J-rock group performed at the 
dance competition in Rotorua. Our 6 dances were choreographed by 4 girls from John Paul College. A lot of work 
and practice had been put in.  
The dances were themed around peer pressure. A girl comes to school and has to choose between the bad group 
or the good group. The good group’s leader was an angel and the bad group’s was the devil. They both fought over 
her but at the end they all became friends!     
The group spent a day in Rotorua, mingling with other schools, making friends and preparing for the night to come. 
They rehearsed 3 times on stage to get a feel of performing in front of a crowd. Other schools watched the  
practices. There were six other schools from all around the North Island. Over the years the performance has 
been very popular and the students enjoyed the fabulous opportunity to get up on stage and dance in front of the 
crowd. It was a fantastic experience and lots of fun for all ages.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
 

Student Editors: 
A.Dykstra,  
C.Farrell,  
S.Pacey and S.Putt 
 

Interschool Cross Country 
These are the Interschool’s 
results: 
Y8 Boys: Luke Farrell 1st 
Y8 Girls: Sonya Price 3rd 
Y7 Boys: Jayden Meyer 2nd 
Y7 Girls: Caitlin Farrell 1st 
 Sinead Pacey 2nd 
10yr Girls: Shaun- Leigh  
 Davey 1st               

Darcey Marr-John 
2nd 

9yr Boys Dallas Rata  
 Makene 3rd 
9yr Girls: Ella Putt 1st 

Libby Campbell 2nd  
7yr Girls: Misha Gorinski 1st  
 Maiya Winika 2nd 
6yr Girls Mareikura Nicholls 
 1st 
 

	

Altar Servers 
The school congratulates the latest 
students to finish Altar Serving training. 
The students that participated were Grant 
Cassels, Finian and Jack Clancy, Brendan 
and Shaun-Leigh Davey, Sophie Dowd, 
Ashlin Dykstra, Evita Farrell, James 
Herbert, Annie McKinnon, Quin Farrell, 
Brieze Mulafia, Charlotte Poole, Ainsley 
Price, Aaron Rogers and Jaymee Metcalfe. 
They went to training classes every 
Thursday for 6 weeks. They can now Altar 
Serve at any Mass.  
They were presented their certificates in 
front of the school at the Peace Mass, 
celebrated on Sunday the 19th of June. 

Catholic Schools’ Day 

On Monday the 16th of May, St. Mary’s Catholic School and 
Bishop Edward Gaines School celebrated Catholic Schools 
Day. We shared a Mass, raised money for Fiji, spent the day 
together and played sports with each other. B.E.G.S brought 
their music group who accompanied St. Mary’s Senior Music 
Group during the mass. Catholic Schools’ Day celebrates 
being connected through our Catholic Faith. It was a fantastic 
day for everyone who was involved.											

	 

 

																			 

	

	

Anti-Bullying Week   
Recently it was Anti-
Bullying Week. The story 
goes that a boy was 
bullied for wearing a pink 
shirt to school. His 
classmates handed out  
pink shirts and people 
wore them to school the 
next day. We wear the 
shirts on the special day to 
remember the story. 

	

									Altar Serving 

Catholic Schools Day 

Cross Country 	 			 		

The schools gathered outside for the Coin Trail 
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START CAREERS & START LIVING EXPO

The fourth Start Careers & Start Living Expo is over and it was excellent! 
Over 50 exhibitors lined the large arena in the South Waikato Sport & 
Events Centre in Tokoroa on Monday 20th June. The general public along 
with over 1,200 South Waikato students, including around 100 from 
Putaruru College, attended.  

The expo gave local companies Graham Brown & Co and Van Dyks Flooring 
the opportunity to offer their work-based training and apprenticeships 
to students. One aim of the organisers, South Waikato Lifelong Learning 
Group, (SWLLG), is to open the pathways from school directly into local 
businesses. The anticipated shortage of skilled workers worldwide could 
see local students enticed away from the area, without realising that world 
class careers are right here in South Waikato. 

Start Careers exhibitors came from as far as Auckland and Christchurch, 
and included technical institutes, universities and industry specific training 
providers. Two further aims of the SWLLG, are to have the largest variety of 
choice for students to design their life from, and to ensure students choose 
subjects that lead to their career choices.  

Training offered at the expo included all traditional courses, plus specific 
training for careers in rural health, accounting, hotel management, tourism, 
television, film, animation, creative arts, sports, technology, farming, 
forestry, building, engineering, mechanical, army, navy, air force, council 
services, business, banking, and a wide selection of Maori studies.

SWLLG recognise the need to balance work and play, and to 
continue learning throughout life. The Start Living section included 
a range of pastimes, hobbies, groups and clubs. Waikato River Trails 
encouraged walking and cycling the trails while YMCA offered their range 
of activities. Members of the NZ Defence Force moved slowly alongside 
inquisitive students in ‘flash mobs’ of the local Taoist Tai Chi groups.  

Artists, embroiderers, and carvers demonstrated their skills. Press ups, 
rowing machines and jump competitions were favourites, along with nail 
driving competitions and learning to make pasta with Waiariki Bay of 
Plenty Poly. Raukawa and SWPIC, (Pacific Island Community), services are 
cornerstones of the Start Expo.

Being a whole life expo, it was important to include support organisations 
available in the local community. Some situations and conditions can 
hamper a good life so SWLLG wants locals to know the organisations who 
exist to get us through.

The feedback is always good for this event. A teacher wrote that some of 
her young students chatted to the class for up to half an hour each about 
what they had experienced. A senior from Putaruru College was happy that 
she received all the information needed. The large contingent of retirees 
was a welcome addition. One retired exhibitor said she had enjoyed the day 
and that the students were so lovely and polite. Another said she enjoyed 
being able to show the younger ones that, even at their age they are still 
active and doing things. 

The Expo brings together the whole community to share ideas about how 
to make the most of this life. When Elijah of God’s Own/Te Mana Toi was 
asked, “What was the highlight of the Expo for you?” he replied, “seeing 
hope, inspiring futures.” Mission Accomplished. Thank you for funding this 
year’s Expo, Graham Brown & Co, and for making futures count.

The Graham Brown & Co stand had stimulating challenges for students.

Students discussing the opportunities that businesses like Van Dyks can offer.

The Tai Chi group saw many join their pop-up displays.

The SW Embroiderers Guild take a short time out.
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WAOTU PUKETURUA GARDEN CIRCLE
Despite wet weather a keen group set off for the Hamilton Gardens 
in May. These gardens always offer so much to look at, no matter 
what the season. 

This was followed up by a visit to Inspirit Gallery at Tamahere.

June, July and August meetings are planned for indoors: June and 
July at St Pauls Church, (10am), with guest speakers. 

The August meeting may be the viewing of a garden themed DVD, 
with the venue still to be finalised.

We welcome anyone interested in gardening and socialising with 
like-minded people to join us: phone Joss 07 886 8462.
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BADMINTON
Badminton is currently played on Tuesday evenings from 7:30pm at the 
Puketurua Hall. There is a gold coin donation. Phone Judith, 07 883 5630 
for more information, or just come on down.

COPY DEADLINES FOR THE NEXT PRATTLER: 
 FRIDAY AUGUST 26th for SEPTEMBER    
 FRIDAY OCTOBER 7th for OCTOBER (mini edition)    
 FRIDAY NOVEMBER 25th for DECEMBER



5 - 9 Duke Street

ACL TEARS
 
What is an “ACL Tear” and how does it occur?
The ACL, or anterior cruciate ligament, is a strong piece of connective 
tissue which attaches the thigh bone, (femur), to your leg bone, (tibia). 
The ACL is referred to as a ‘crucial’ ligament due to the stability it 
provides to the knee joint. The job of the ACL is to prevent the tibia from 
sliding forward relative to the femur.

This ligament is injured in athletes more often than other situations, 
however injury to the ligament may occur in other ways. Injuries tend 
to occur when landing awkwardly from a jump, twisting the knee, or 
suddenly stopping from running. The ACL may also be injured during 
knee hyper-extension, or when hit from the outside. Many times, other 
tissues surrounding the knee are also damaged.

The severity of ACL injuries can be graded. A Grade 1 injury occurs when 
there is minimal damage to the ligament and the joint remains stable on 
testing. Grade 2 injuries occur when the ligament is partially torn. The 
joint becomes loose on testing, but still provides a degree of stability. 
Grade 3 constitutes a full tear or rupture of the ligament.

What are the signs and symptoms of an ACL tear?
Many people will report hearing a ‘pop’ in the knee associated with pain 
at the time of injury. Within a few minutes to hours of injury, there is 
likely to be significant joint swelling. Decreased range of movement of 
the knee is common, and the injured knee is typically unable to take your 
full weight upon standing or walking. It may also feel unstable at times, 
such as a ‘giving way’ sensation. Poor balance and coordination may also 
be experienced.

How can physio help?
Non-surgical management of the injured ACL is taken when there is 
a Grade 1 to Grade 2 injury. Surgical management typically occurs for 
Grade 3 injuries, and occasionally Grade 2 injuries to the ACL. Your doctor 
or physiotherapist can help you decide whether non-surgical or surgical 
management is best for you.

Regardless of surgical or non-surgical management, your physiotherapist 
will assist you with improving your knee’s range of movement, lower limb 
strength, balance, stability and coordination. You will re-learn the tasks of 
walking, using stairs, and negotiating obstacles.

Early in rehabilitation, the RICE protocol, (Rest, Ice, Compress, Elevation), 
is used in conjunction with static resistance type exercises to improve 
muscle contraction in the leg and increase blood flow in the area.

Throughout your rehabilitation programme, you will progress through 
a variety of strength and mobility exercises targeted towards your 
individual needs, with goals of returning to your favourite sport or hobby 
as soon and as safely as possible.

PUKETURUA DISTRICT LUNCH
Over 50 Mum's, Dad's and children filled Puketurua Hall on Sunday 26th July 
for the annual district Luncheon.

It was a chance to mix and mingle with our neighbours and also welcome 
new residents after the 1st of June changeovers. A special farewell was 
made to Bob and Hazel McDonald who have retired to town after nearly 30 
years of Puketurua life.

The hall is available to hire: contact 07 883 5630 for details.

PUTARURU ROTARY
Rotary members had a fun
evening fundraising for the
local Scouts who are raising money to 
attend Jamboree. The Putaruru Scout 
Hall turned into a restaurant where 
Rotarians and friends ordered their 
3 course meals, (including cutlery), 
through Cryptic Clues!

There was much laughter as the 
meals appeared - what you ordered: 
a plate with an after dinner mint 
and knife and fork, or for our Mayor 
- soup, dinner and dessert all in one 
course, but no cutlery. 

By the end everyone had received 
everything but there was a 
lot of laughter at the different 

combinations. Nearly $1000 for Scouts was raised on the night.

At our meetings recently we have had a quiz, a talk from a member on her 
recent trip to China and some brainstorming sessions on, ‘where to and 
how?’ for Putaruru Rotary.

Farmlands will collect old spectacles, as well as the Unichem Pharmacy. See 
also the advertisement on page 23 regarding used battery collection points. 
All support for these projects is greatly appreciated.

ROTARY ANNUAL BOOK FAIR
This will be held later in the year at a date to be confirmed.
In the meantime any donations of books can be left at Farmlands Putaruru.

Our meetings are held fortnightly at the Putaruru Hotel. Ring Boele, 07 883 
7037 for details. We welcome anyone to join us in helping our local community.

MAY 25th PINK RIBBON BREAKFAST
The Wooden Farmer and the BNZ hosted their second Pink Ribbon Breakfast and 
many came to support this great cause. Over $700 was raised at our breakfast.

WELLBEING

The Prattler invites contributions to this non-advertising feature. 
Information should address positive wellbeing issues that would be of 
interest to our readers. Enquiries to theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

mailto:theprattler%40prideinputaruru.com?subject=
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New episodes to check out on PiP TV are:

ST JOHN PUTARURU - YOUTH DIVISION  PiP Episode 20

Video of the challenge sent out to other St John youth groups.

RUGBY WORLD CUP AT THE PUTARURU RUGBY CLUB  PiP Episode 21

The Rugby World Cup was on display at the Putaruru Rugby Club rooms on 
May 14th. Crowds turned up to be photographed with the cup and watch 
the club matches during the afternoon. Brian Worth, Life Member of the 
club is seen holding the cup.

SKATEPARK JAM  PiP Episode 22

Cody Belfield organised a jam for enthusiasts to have a fun day at the 
skatepark. A good crowd was there participating and watching the action.

FLOODING AT THE NORTHERN ENTRANCE TO PUTARURU  PiP Episode 23

This video was shot at about 8:00am Thursday 23rd June.

WHOLE FAMILY ADVENTURE RIGHT ON YOUR DOORSTEP!
On Saturday 5th November, the Loaded Taniwha event is all set to hit the 
Waikato River Trails. This event celebrates the endeavours undertaken by 
the Waikato River Trails Trust, (WRTT), over the past 13 years, culminating in 
around 100km of top quality trails, most of it on previously inaccessible land 
along the mighty Waikato River. 

In partnership with event management company, Total Sport, the WRTT 
brings you this epic, challenging, yet very achievable event, utilising the 
beauty of the tracks and trails. It is a point to point event that offers 
individuals and teams of all ages, abilities and levels of fitness, the 
opportunity to run, walk or mountain bike these amazing trails in a major 
participation event.

Unplug the family for an enjoyable active morning out, or grab some mates 
and keep fitness motivation high over the colder months by having this 
event in the diary. 
 
Event Options Include:
 Mountain Bike   14km, 22km, 42.2km, 60km, 83km
 Trail Run   7km, 14km, 21.1km, 42.2km, 60km
 Trail Walk   7km, 14km, 21.1km
 Team Relay Mountain Bike   83km
 Team Relay Trail Run   60km
  
Check out all the information at www.thetaniwha.co.nz or contact Nicola 
Carter, 021 90 8886 www.totalsport.co.nz 

PUTARURU CHILDREN’S ART HOUSE
Winter Holiday Art Club
 July 11th - 15th 

 10:30am - 12:30 pm
 For 6 to 17 year olds
 $10 per session or Special Offer: 3 pre-booked sessions $25 per person
 Phone Lyn, 07 883 7500 or text 027 480 3106

The Putaruru Children’s Art House is in Princes Street, opposite Bunnings.

30



HAVE PIANO, WILL TRAVEL - PERIOD INSTRUMENT CONCERT IN PUTARURU
It’s a heavy undertaking to tour a programme of music for piano and cello 
around New Zealand. Re-creating the intimate atmosphere of a salon 
concert at nineteen venues around New Zealand means that Wellington-
based musicians Douglas Mews and Robert Ibell have to lug a whole van-
load of gear around the country - including the piano!

The duo are performing their programme of virtuoso works from the 
early Nineteenth Century by candlelight at Living Springs Christian 
Centre, Putaruru at 4pm on Sunday 10th July under the name Hammers & 
Horsehair, and hosted by the South Waikato Music Society. 

The venue situated on SH1 is Putaruru’s only remaining wooden church 
building, originally a Methodist Church from 100 years ago.

The concert is part of a nationwide tour taking place between June and 
September in houses, churches, halls, hotels, a winery, and even crematoriums, 
from Omapere in the Hokianga to Arrowtown in Central Otago. Douglas 
and Robert will play works by Beethoven, Mozart, Romberg and Breval on 
instruments that date from around the period when the pieces were written.

“We're looking to create a special atmosphere,” said Douglas. “The candles are 
part of that, but we'll also be chatting with the audience as if we were playing 

in their sitting room at home. The old 
instruments and playing style are key 
aspects of it too. People will be able to 
hear the music much as it would have 
been heard by audiences when it was 
written two hundred years ago.”

“The piano we’re using for our tour 
is very special,” said Douglas. “It’s 
a Broadwood square piano, made 
in England in the first half of the 
Nineteenth Century. Not only does it 
look unusual, but it has a wonderful 
history, having spent well over a 
century in the Aro Valley where I 
live. The two of us on our own can 
just manage to get the piano out the 
window of my house and into the van.”

Robert’s cello also has an interesting 
background. Made in the 18th 
Century, probably before Beethoven 
was born, it came to New Zealand in 1940 with Greta Ostova, a Czech 
escaping the Nazi occupation. Greta became a founding member of the 
National Orchestra, (which became the NZSO), later passing the cello on to 
her student Judith Hyatt who then handed it on to Robert.

“It’s pretty special to be the third generation of NZSO cellists to have 
this wonderful instrument, and I’m really looking forward to using it on 
the Hammers & Horsehair tour, playing it alongside a piano with its own 
intriguing history,” said Robert.

As well as transporting the instruments, Douglas and Robert will be carting 
chairs, a beautiful wooden music stand, lamps and costumes with them, 
along with a good supply of candles.

Admission $25, door sales only, (no eftpos), students free. 
Contact 027 364 9274 for more information.
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Views expressed in The Prattler are not necessarily those of Pride in Putaruru.

 

 
 Manager: Lee Robertson
 PO BOX 155   PUTARURU   3443 
 Phone: 07 883 7272
 Fax: 07 883 7272
 Email: info@prideinputaruru.com  
 Web: prideinputaruru.com
 Prattler: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
 PiP TV Channel

PRIDE IN PUTARURU ASSOCIATION

Stu Edmeades: Chairman (Rural Representative)
Doug McGregor: Deputy Chairman
Richard Heslop: Treasurer
Sheryl Van Dyk: (Van Dyks Furnishing & Over the Moon Cheese)
Wayne Bullott: (Putaruru Electrical)
Andrea Shaw-Thorpe: (Body Ease)
Raewyn Whiteman-Thorne: (@Junction Accommodation)
Meg Atkins: (Yorkshire Girl Trading, Arapuni )
Matt Corrin: (Putaruru Tyres)
Anne Edmeades: (Edmeades Jewellers) (SWDC Representative)

2016 Pride in Putaruru 
20th Business Awards Celebration and Dinner
Saturday 15th October 2016
Putaruru District Services Memorial Club &
The Plaza Theatre

The Theme
20th Birthday Celebrations

Guest Speaker  
Kerre McIvor

Live Music

$60 per ticket  -  Bookings and table reservations 
from Pride in Putaruru - 2 Overdale Street, Putaruru 
Phone 07 883 7272       info@prideinputaruru.com
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