
 INSIDE THIS ISSUE
 • Water Festival Photos
 • Simply Living (a new feature)
 • SWDC  News
 • Putaruru Axemen's Carnival   
 • Puzzle Pages
 • Musical Movement!

THE 2017 WATER FESTIVAL

 Pride in Putaruru Community Newspaper       MARCH  2017     Issue 133

The Prattler

THE 2017 PUTARURU WATER FESTIVAL
It was a very warm summer's day for the annual Putaruru Water Festival held at 
Glenshea Park.
Stalls, amusements, entertainment and displays were arranged in a welcoming 
way to explore and interact with. Attendance was upward of 2000 and it was 
pleasing to see the numbers of families with young children enjoying the picnic 
atmosphere that had been created. With Pride in Putaruru subsidising the rides and 
amusements, it made the $2 per activity a very family friendly experience as well.
This year the Top Team water events were all held at the park in a central arena. 
The Putaruru Axemen's Club had their full programme of events running directly 
in front of the grandstand.
Towards the end of the day, teams participated in a lively piano smashing 
competition, something like an asmashanata to make Beethoven roll over.
Those exhibiting are to be congratulated for helping to make this a most 
worthwhile occasion.
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MANAGERS MEMO
Seems I got it wrong when I said, in the last issue, that the weather would have 
settled into Summer by now. While we have had some warmer summer days, 
it has been a bit of a mixed bag hasn’t it? Still 100+ mm of rain was warmly 
welcomed by our farming community. It never ceases to amaze me how science 
can tell us categorically what happened ten million years ago but cannot predict 
tomorrow’s weather with any degree of accuracy.

Two months down of 2017. Doesn’t time fly? Many thanks to all those who 
supported the Water Festival. I hope you all had a great day. 

I see that work is underway installing the new security cameras. One is already up 
on the State Highway 1 roundabout and a second is being prepared for re-siting at 
the Princes Street roundabout. 

At least one new shop is soon to open, another is relocating to Princes Street and 
there are one or two new businesses scoping out Putaruru for possibilities. I know 
some local businesses are struggling, but all in all things are definitely on the up. 
We just need that to translate into more people shopping locally. Yeah, I know the 
shops in the major centres may carry a wider range but if we want the local shops 
to have a chance we really must support them. 

Visitor numbers are up and we are receiving more bouquets than brickbats which 
is encouraging. The Information Centre services are being well utilised by locals, 
visitors and overseas tourists. Council have indicated some financial support so it 
looks like we are here to stay.

So, as we progress on through 2017 let’s determine to keep our chins up and 
deliberately choose to stay positive. It may be slow but we are making progress.

SEEN AT THE WATER FESTIVAL
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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Happy New Year to everyone. I hope you all had the opportunity to have a relaxing 
break with friends and family over Christmas. It seems such a long time ago now 

and we’re already a quarter of the way 
into 2017 - time is certainly marching 
along very quickly. 

This is my first update to you for 2017 and 
we’ve got an exciting and busy year ahead. 
Firstly we have the Annual Plan to look 
forward to. This is where we set the next 
year’s (2017/2018) work plan and budget. 
We’ve already had several workshops 
to talk about projects and priorities for 
next financial year and I can tell you that 
the big drive amongst your new council 
is to “tidy up our towns,” so we’re going 
to be putting some money in the budget 
to increase the levels of maintenance of 
our footpaths, gardens, berms, roads and 
gutters. We do need to recognise that this 
will have an impact on your rates but from 
the feedback we’re getting I think it’s very 

important to people to have our towns looking cleaner and tidier.

Another of the important items in our annual plan is our involvement with the 
Healthy Rivers Plan Change and this is a proposed large budget line in the Annual 
Plan, but it is important that our council is fully involved and community views are 
made known to Waikato Regional Council.

Because there is little change to the Long Term Plan in this year’s annual plan, 
under changes to the Local Government Act we don’t have to go out to a full 
annual plan submission process, however I believe that it’s important that there 
is an opportunity for community input. We have already had the ‘drop in’ sessions 
in Putaruru, Arapuni, Tīrau and Tokoroa where we heard your thoughts and ideas 
and I have decided that we will still have public meetings in Putaruru, Tīrau and 
Tokoroa to show people our proposed/draft rate increase and proposed projects 
plus we will still have a one month opportunity for community input.

After the Annual Plan it’s straight into workshops for the Long Term Plan 2018/2028.

Our Council is currently involved, as one of the twenty one foundation councils, in 
the Local Government Excellence programme. This is a performance assessment 
system set up to measure the performance of councils in four priority areas. It is a 
brand new programme and it’s designed to improve public knowledge of the work 
councils are doing in their communities and to support councils to improve the 
value they offer. 

We are being judged on a wide variety of services and have had to respond to 
ninety-one questions on our council activities. Independent assessors will be 
spending time at council and I believe we are being brave and honest opening 
ourselves up to this assessment which will be publicly available once it is 
completed. This is going to be a big learning project for me as Mayor, Councillors, 
our Chief Executive and staff. 

Council is continuing with the public forums before each council meeting. They are 
working very well and we usually have up to six people wanting to speak to council 
on a wide variety of issues and thoughts. It is very heartening to see members of our 
community taking such an interest and having so much pride in their towns. Pride 
in Putaruru/Putaruru Moving Forward spoke at one forum and the energy, passion 
and commitment and the ‘can do’ attitude of this group of volunteers is fantastic. 
Putaruru is very lucky to have them as advocates, doers and solution finders.

I have found though that we do have to put some rules around these forums. 
They are an opportunity to bring items to the attention of council. They are not an 
opportunity for people to abuse councillors or staff. Despite a couple of hiccups to 
this effect the public forums have been very successful.

Over recent days I have had a visit from overseas interests in investing in our 
community, particularly accommodation potential as we are so central. It’s very 
exciting to have this level of interest and I hope we will see some of the proposals 
they talked about come to fruition for Putaruru and Tīrau.

And finally, on another good news note, the announcement has been made that 
Putaruru is getting high speed broadband. Unfortunately Tīrau isn’t in this roll out 
but we are still advocating very strongly on their behalf.

SWDC Mayor Jenny Shattock.

The Taoist Tai Chi Society of New Zealand put on an exhibition during the afternoon of the Water festival.

Shelly Flintoft won the Photographic Competition with her entry for Putaruru - Water - Fun.

Spellbound, the duo of Leeanne Dunn and Jan MacPherson performed on the stage throughout the festival.

R J Lincoln provided outstanding community service by providing a truck, after the organised vehicle was held up.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 

ADVERTISE IN THE PRATTLER

Simply email: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
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RANGIURA TRUST
Rangiura Trust were presented 
with a Heartstart AED, (automated 
external defibrillator), by St John in 
recognition of the support we have 
given them. Nick Coley, Head of 
Telecare and Melanie Bolton, Central 
Region Healthcare Representative 
made the presentation to Ros Corban, Clinical Nurse Leader, Emily Willan, Clinical 
Nurse Administrator and Ellie Davies, General Manager at Rangiura - pictured 
above. In the event of a cardiac arrest the first ten minutes are crucial, the mobile 
unit is easy to use and talks you through the process. Along with the mobile unit 
Rangiura also received a small manikin to aid with the teaching of providing CPR.

Rangiura are happy to offer the use of both the manikin and AED to any community 
groups or clubs in the area and we can talk you through how to use both, plus 
they come with full instructions. The AED is an essential back up should anyone be 
holding a public event or doing a training on CPR. 

If you would like to find out more about either of these items then please contact 
Ellie on 07 885 1040.

Did you know Rangiura provide Meals on Wheels for anyone living in the 
Community? We have deliveries 5 days a week - Monday to Friday and this costs 
$9 per meal delivered to your doorstep. If you are finding it increasingly difficult to 
cook everyday or you are not motivated to cook for yourself, why not give Meals 
on Wheels a try. You can reheat the meal if you prefer to eat your main meal at 
night and we can cater for vegetarians and special dietary requirements. You do 
not have to have a meal every day - pick which days suit you. Some people have 
found this an invaluable service following a Hospital admission or if they are unwell. 
You can cancel when you no longer need this service. It can be short or long term 
- whatever you require. Interested? Give Suzanne a call on 07 885 1040 and she 
can discuss this further with you and any 
special requirements you may have. 

The Rangiura display at the Water Festival 
ran a guess how many sweets in the jar 
competition. Small jar winner: Rachelle 
Van Dyk with her guess of 328, (correct 
number 32). Large jar winner: Sharon 
Davis with her guess of 867, (correct 
number 833).

NEIL AWARD
Recently, retiring South Waikato District Council Mayor, Neil Sinclair, (MNZM 
Member of the Order of New Zealand for contributions to the Arts), was 
appointed an officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit, (ONZM) for services to 
local government. The investiture will take place on April 26th this year.

While Mayor of the South Waikato District Council since 2004, Neil has overseen or 
been involved with a large number of successful projects in the area including the:
establishment of the South Waikato Economic Trust
 • Waikato River Trail
 • Tokoroa Health Centre
 • Youth Park in Tokoroa
 • Mayoral Scholarship
 • Tirau Village Green
 • Recycling Centre
 • Sister City relationship with Yichen City in China

Neil was also involved in the: 
 • creating of economic and investment trusts for the South Waikato
 • Te Waihou Walkway upgrade
 • Warm Homes/Clean Air project for the South Waikato
 • construction of the South Waikato Sports and Event Centre
 • linking of the Waikato River Trail with the National Cycleway
 • expansion of pensioner housing

Neil admires community groups 
who get together and help drive 
schemes forward rather than 
sitting back and criticizing from a 
distance. Shared visions inspire 
people to “come on-board,” he 
stated. “Council can facilitate, but 
contributions go so much further 
with the hard work put in by local 
community groups.”

He acknowledges that during 
his time with the South Waikato 
District Council, doing the ‘right 
thing,’ was not always the 
‘popular’ thing. 

The Prattler warmly congratulates 
Neil on his ONZM award and that 
his achievement in promoting 
the Arts were the reason for his 
original MNZM, which, by the 
way, he has to return. His new award by no means diminishes his original one.

The ONZM award which is to be presented to Neil.

Neil pictured in his garden.
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ADVANCE DRIVER TRAINING
Donna Vincent and George Norridge started this business a little more than a year 
ago, with good ideas and intentions from the outset. They started with two cars, 
one auto and one manual, in order to meet both needs as required.
Since then they have identified other requirements in the region and have started 
to address these needs, such as offering the basic Handling Skills Test. This is 
the practical assessment that is required before you can obtain your learners 
motorcycle licence. The Basic Handling Skills Test is to assess a riders ability to 
operate a motorcycle at low speed while completing some manoeuvres and 
signalling. It is fairly easy to do even if you have limited co-ordination. If you have 
never ridden before, don’t let this put you off as there have been many through 
the test that have had no riding experience. 

The best thing as far as the younger generation are concerned is that a motorcycle 
or scooter give you independence much sooner than a car. With a car you have 
to wait six months from obtaining your learners licence before you can get your 
restricted and finally be free. With a motorcycle licence you can be legal and free 
on you sixteenth birthday, in theory, as you can ride unsupervised as soon as you 
have your learners licence. 
In their household, two sons and two daughters each have a motorcycle licence. 
Motorcycles are cheaper on gas and easier to park, making them more attractive 
to teens with limited funds. George thinks it makes them better car drivers too 
when they progress onto four wheels.
Donna and George are grateful to Putaruru College for the use of their facilities as 
without their cooperation the training would have been much more difficult to set 
up. Several Putaruru College students have passed the test and they hope to see 
many more students do likewise.
Advance Driver Training have been requested to take their service elsewhere, so 
they’re hitting the road starting with a weekend in Auckland on the 4th and 5th of 
March at Papakura College and are fully booked out for both days well in advance. 
“We genuinely want to see more people on motorcycles as it is more 
environmentally sensitive and it’s nice to see people enjoying themselves. We 
hope to see many more people from Tokoroa and Putaruru getting on two wheels 
and will continue rain or shine,” said George. 
Advance Driver Training can be found on Facebook and by contacting George on, 
027 492 4628 or Donna, 021 159 8723.

PUTARURU SCOUTS AT JAMBOREE IN MARLBOROUGH
How could twelve Putaruru, five Pukeatua and four Te Awamutu Scouts have so 
much unbelievable fun in one place for ten days?

Well they went to the 21st New Zealand Scout Jamboree in Renwick, Marlborough 
over December 2016 and January 2017 with 4000 other children from New 
Zealand, Australia and other countries.

The Scout Jamboree happens every three years in New Zealand and to get it 
together is a challenge. But the end result is our Scouts have the most amazing 
time with eight bases done in rotation. Every Scout has a chance to try each of 
these eight bases at some stage of their ten day stay at Scout Jamboree.
Some of these bases include overnight bush stays, a helicopter ride, survival skills, 
firearms, archery, paint-ball, kayaking, museum, military activities, community 
services, abseiling, art and crafts and many more.

In the middle of all this fun there is Market Day which is a hive of activity with 
troops coming up with an activity or product to sell for an hour at allocated times. 
They each get Jamboree funny money to be able to buy or try other troops’ 
activities. Of course this day is the only one that outsiders like family can come and 
visit and see what the Scouts are doing and see their loved ones.

With all this fun going on it’s timely to mention that fun doesn’t stop there with 
a lot of night time activities too. Concerts, New Years’ Eve, International Night, 
badge swapping, and friendship making are just some of these.

Our Scouts have come away from Scout Jamboree tired but happy with lots of stories of 
their challenges and sometimes lifelong friendships they have made over the last ten days.

A big thank you to leaders involved to make sure our children have had the most 
amazing time and experiences at Scout Jamboree. Special mention must be made 
of the parents that have fund-raised over the last two years to get the children and 
leaders to Jamboree and last but not least a massive THANK YOU! to our sponsors 
and supporters for their assistance with our fundraising.
If you are interested in joining Scouts in Putaruru contact Ian on 021 703 913.
Our meeting times are:
Cubs (8 - 10½years) and Keas (5 - 8 years), Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:00pm
Scouts (10½ - 16 years), Tuesdays 6:30 - 8:30pm
Venturers (14½ - 18 years), a new section starting - time to be arranged.

NON-DELIVERY OF 
THE PRATTLER
From time to time we have 
reports that the Prattler has 
not been delivered to your 
home or business. 

Please contact the Pride 
in Putaruru Manager if 
this happens and we will 
arrange with the distributor 
to have your personal copy 
delivered.

READING THE 
PRATTLER 
ANYWHERE IN THE 
WORLD
The on-line version of The 
Prattler is always available 
before the print version is 
delivered. 

There are two web 
reading options - go to 
prideinputaruru.com then 
use either of these two 
options that are in the 
right-hand side-bar...

 • Download The Prattler
 • Page turning Prattler
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PUTARURU AXEMEN’S CLUB CARNIVAL RESULTS 2017
Woodchopping is one of New Zealand’s heritage sports and the Putaruru Axeman’s 
Club is committed to keeping the sport going in our area. As a small Club, we rely 
on sponsorship to help with this and we would like to say a huge thank you to all 
the companies who provided sponsorship for each of the events, as well as Pump 
Putaruru, Goldpine Putaruru and Weallans Hineura for donating items for the day.

Due to the generous sponsorship and support we received, a great day was had by 
all the axemen and axe women who travelled to compete, and thanks to the great 
Putaruru crowd who came to support us. Event results are below.

Event 1 Le Pine & Co Jack and Jill Sawing 
 1st L Critchfield/K Heaton
 2nd  W Riddle/S Taylor
 3rd  L Trow/G Trow
 4th  R Davis/R Symes 
Event 2 Oraka Logging Ron Dixon Memorial 250mm Standing 
 1st  N Cherry
 2nd  C Cherry
 3rd  W Riddle
 4th  L Critchfield  
Event 3 Graham, Brown & Co Double Hand Sawing 
 1st L Critchfield/K Heaton
 2nd  L Trow/G Trow
 3rd  D Apelu/C Hall
 4th  C Cherry/M Trow

Event 4 Tirau Earthmovers Boys Underhand
 1st  M Bolstad
 2nd H Verhaegh
 3rd  B Lemon

Event 5 Putt Contracting Ladies Underhand
 1st  D Apelu
 2nd M Tainui
 3rd  K Heaton
 4th  S Taylor
Event 6 Mark Jones Insurance Double Hand Sawing 
 1st  L Critchfield/L Trow
 2nd  W Riddle/S Taylor
 3rd D Apelu/C Hall
 4th  M Tainui/C Lord
Event 7 Forest Freighters 275mm Restricted Underhand
 1st  D Apelu
 2nd H Verhaegh
 3rd  M Tainui
 4th  K Heaton
Event 8 Olsen Forest Management 275mm Underhand
 1st B Patterson
 2nd B Turner
 3rd  R Fergusson
 4th  J Clark
Event 9 Forest Freighters 275mm Standing
 1st  C Cherry
 2nd  M Trow
 3rd B Liddington
 4th  M Robinson
Event 10 Pride in Putaruru C Division Championship
 1st  B Patterson
 2nd  N Bowen
 3rd  M Trow
 4th  B Turner

Event 11 Pride in Putaruru B Division Combination
 1st  C Cherry
 2nd  N Cherry
 3rd M Robinson
 4th  R Fergusson

Event 12 J Swap Contractors Laurence Honey Memorial A Division Combination
 1st  S Jordan
 2nd  C Lord
 3rd  K Lemon
 4th  C Hall

Event 13 Olsen Forest Management Single Hand Sawing
 1st L Trow
 2nd  M Trow
 3rd  C Lord
 4th  K Heaton
Event 14 Pride in Putaruru Herb Jacob Memorial 300mm Standing
 1st  M Robinson
 2nd  L Trow
 3rd  S Jordan
 4th  K Lemon
Event 15 Mark Jones Insurance Dick Honey Memorial 325mm Underhand
 1st K Lemon
 2nd  S Jordan
 3rd L Critchfield
 4th  N Cherry
Event 16 Tirau Earthmovers 350mm Standing Butchers Block
 1st  S  Jordan/K Lemon
 2nd  B Scott/M Robinson
 3rd  N Bowen/L Critchfield
 4th C Lord/L Trow

1st Cleveland Cherry, 2nd Micheal Trow, 3rd Bruce Liddington, 4th Matt 
Robinsion. Prize money and ribbons presented by George Richards and Megan 
Curtis-Sergeant.

Left to right Darcell Apelu, Warren Riddle, Kylea Heaton, Neville Bowen, 
Leon Critchfield, Reg Davis .

Front to back Sheree Taylor, Darcell Apelu, Mikayla Tainui, Kylee Heaton.

Left to Right: Mikayla Tainui, Eddie Hall, Chris Lord, Grace Trow, Cleveland 
Cherry, Lance Trow, Kylee Heaton, Neville Bowen, Leon Critchfield.

Current captain of the N Z Axemen Team - Shane Jordan with Chris Lord 
(left) and Leon Critchfield (right).

Throughout the competition there were always a crowd of supporters that 
cheered on their fellow team members.

QUICK FIND TIP FOR PiP TV

Type in pip putaruru to the 
YouTube search box.

This will do the trick until 
we can obtain a dedicated 
URL, then click:

SUBSCRIBE
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PUTARURU & DISTRICT SERVICES CLUB
An information session about the Putaruru District Services Memorial Club going 
forward is being held on Sunday 12th March at 1pm - this is open to members and 
non members to attend.

March
 Friday 17th  St Patrick’s Day quiz and games night. Starts 7:30pm.
 Sunday 19th  Putaruru Street Markets, Princes Street 9am - 12noon.
 Thursday 30th  Quiz night $10 per team register by 7:15pm.

April
 Saturday 8th Eric Clapton and The Who Tribute show at 8pm. Tickets on sale now  
 at the club, Van Dyks and from committee members - $25 includes light supper.  
 Tickets selling fast so get in early to avoid missing out.

The Eagles tribute show will now be on 12th August. Tickets are available now.

UNO 5KM RUN/WALK
The Generator multi-sport is all about connecting locals and visitors with some of 
the South Waikato’s best assets, the Waikato River, River Trails and beautiful scenery. 

One of the most popular categories in the event is the UNO 5km run/walk. The 
UNO is a stunning course including a “one day only” opportunity to walk around 
Mercury’s Arapuni Spillway which is kindly opened for the event and to cross the 
historic Arapuni Swing bridge. 

The UNO attracts a wide range of participants from young children doing their first 
event to more mature athletes keeping active and fit. To encourage young people 
to get involved we offer those aged 12 or under the opportunity to enter for free 
when they participate with a paying adult. The younger participants all receive 
event packs, timing chips and event numbers. It is really special seeing children out 
participating and we hope that this will encourage them to get active and fit and to 
get into other events in the future. 

Please take advantage of this local event, call us for details, or go to the event 
website: www.wrt-thegenerator.com 

FUNCTIONS OF A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
Swearing or Affirming an Affidavit.

t is a declaration that a person is swearing to be true. Usually they would be used 
in a legal dispute or a court of law. They would usually be sworn in front of a 
lawyer, but occasionally may be sworn in front of a JP. The swearing of the affidavit 
would be on the bible or other holy book relevant to the person. If swearing is not 
appropriate to the person, the affidavit may be affirmed.

In the past JP’s were called upon to be a trusted referee for passport applications. 
This is no longer necessary and your Identity Referee can be anyone who has 
known you for 1 year or more, has a valid New Zealand Passport, is not related to 
you or live at the same address as you.

Remember that JP services are available at the Putaruru Library on Friday 
mornings between 10am and 12 noon each week. Also at Putaruru Arts & Crafts, 
Princes Street on Wednesdays between 10am and 12 noon.

PUKETURUA COMMUNITY: CHRISTMAS AT THE HALL
A good number of Puketurua residents celebrated Christmas at the local hall, with a 
special guest of course. Santa had as much fun with the adults as with the children!

All enjoyed a yummy supper, Christmas music, great catch up’s with fellow 
neighbours and a surprise performance by a local bagpiper.

The Puketurua Hall is available for hire, (phone Judith 07 883 5630), and weekly 
badminton will commence once the summer that has only just arrived, disappears, 
bringing cooler playing conditions

SITUATIONS VACANT - A NEW FREE LISTING SERVICE
Available now is a free Situations 
Vacant listing service for local 
businesses on the Pride in Putaruru 
website: prideinputaruru.com

All your advertisement details can be 
entered on-line, and we do the rest!

Because this service is live on the 
web there are no restrictions about 
having to have listings for printing in 
at a certain time. Any time is good!

Email The Prattler about this free 
Community Service provided by 
Pride in Putaruru.

THE PRATTLER IS GOING ON-LINE DAILY!
Yes, in early March you will be able to send and read news on our dedicated on-
line digital edition. This will provide a local news service between printed editions 
of the Prattler. The back page has more details.
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCES
1 Concrete sleepers on   
 the track
2 Extra covering boards 
3 Rock replaced by stones
4 Track missing
5 Red light now green 
6 Road replaced by trees

 All these original 
puzzles are the 
copyright of

 Pride in Putaruru.

WHAT’S DOWN
 • Why should any business or family be the target for destruction and theft?
  (See more in our new SIMPLY LIVING column on page 26.

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW PUTARURU?
Where in Putaruru would you find this location?

To make a suggestion about a mystery object simply email The Prattler at this address: 
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

WHAT’S UP
 • Ultra fast Broadband coming to Putaruru (details 
  were posted on the web-site when this was announced).

 • Music lovers wish Paul and Wynne Bowers-Mason all the best
  in their new appointments, (see page 12).

 • Schools reporting good roll increases this year.

Answers to the Puzzles from pages 30 and 31 of The Prattler

1 2

3
4

5
6

MARCH & APRIL THOUGHTS
'March' comes from the Roman 'Martius.' This was originally the first
month of the Roman calendar and was named after Mars, the god of war. We 
changed to the 'New Style' or 'Gregorian' calendar in 1752, and it is only since then 
that the year began on 1st January.

The first of April is the day we remember what we are the other 364 days of the 
year. [Mark Twain]

The March Hare is a character most famous for appearing in the tea party scene in 
Lewis Carroll's, Alice's Adventures in Wonderland.

Alice, hypothesizes: "The March Hare will be much the most interesting, and 
perhaps as this is May it won't be raving mad - at least not so mad as it was in 
March." 

'Mad as a March hare,' is a common phrase, both now and in Carroll's time, and 
appears in John Heywood's collection of proverbs published in 1546. 

Sir John Tenniel's illustration, (opposite), shows the March Hare with straw on his 
head, a common way to depict madness in Victorian times.

The Prattler   prideinputaruru.com 9
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WARD REPRESENTATIVES SWDC: COUNCILLOR COLUMN
Putaruru Ward Herman Van Rooijen
This morning Thea and I went to the Water Festival 
and met our Prattler editor Mike and as an ever 
good newsman Mike told me, “you haven’t made 
your contribution yet - and it is not too late!”

So what better subject then a story about our 
Water Festival and some of the amazing people we 
met there. Right by the entrance were the St Johns 
crew teaching young people about saving others by 
doing resuscitation, getting the heart going again 
and all the wonderful techniques they have to help 
us ordinary souls. Their training programmes to 
teach from a very young age caught my attention.

With my rural back ground naturally I had to 
admire the spreader trucks and the gigantic tractors and their equipment. Now I 
have driven tractors for thousands of hours but am not at all sure I would know 
even how to start one of these. The maize harvesters will have their turn shortly, 
this beautiful weather we are having will ripen the crops quickly and I trust give 
bumper yields. My colleague Gray has been saying for weeks: we need heat for the 
maize, well here you are!

As we approached the wood chopping and admired these strong and energetic souls 
swinging their axes, I spotted my young friend Hendrik from Tokoroa among them. 
At 16 he is already a qualified bee-keeper and now we saw him taking a prize. I went 
to see him and offered the opportunity to come and chop my wood any time.

The wonderful crew from Pride in Putaruru were there and Lee took credit for the 
weather. I give him and his helpers credit for raising the funds, putting it all together 
and in particular giving all these young people a day to remember - and for FREE!

All the other attractions are too much to remember, but two stand out for me, a 
stand where they made me walk the line, beautiful and straight, then a pair of funny 
glasses made me drunk (without any enjoyment), and then provided a good laugh 
for all around as I walked the line again, perfectly I thought.

The second experience was riding a power assisted bike at the River Trail stand. With 
one of those I could win the Tour de France. Why were they not invented years ago?

When I see all the young families enjoying a day like we had today, playing and 
socializing and letting loose, I know all the work our many good community people 
do is well worthwhile. I hope to be back again next year. 

Putaruru Ward Gray Baldwin
I’d like to talk this month about important regional 
initiatives going on around Putaruru. As part of my role 
on SWDC, the mayor has asked me to attend board 
meetings for the Waikato River Trails and Waikato 
Means Business. River Trails is going through an 
exciting period of planning following the Government’s 
recent announcement that extra funding will be 
available to cycle trails around New Zealand. 

Money will be available both to extend and 
enhance existing trails. Although our trail is great, I 
know that Glyn, Bridget and Shirley have a number 

of good ideas to make our biking experience even better. If you trail users have any 
thoughts, call in and see them next to Moos Baas and Oinks opposite Van Dyks. If 
you don’t use the trail, ‘get on yer bike.’ It’s a great way to stay fit and support a 
key local business.

Waikato Means Business recommends and co-ordinates economic development 
activities for the whole of the Waikato, our rates to the Waikato Regional 
Council help fund this. Putaruru residents may have read recent publicity about 
establishing a Medical School at Waikato University to train doctors locally. The 
new school will ensure doctors don’t just end up working in big cities, but are 
available to service smaller rural towns like ours. This is a great idea, all of us 
need to know that good medical services and GP’s are available locally and it’s 
particularly important for businesses like Rangiura. Waikato Means Business 
has been right behind this initiative from the start, ensuring that appropriate 
information is available to the key decision makers in Wellington. There’s still 
some water to go under the bridge before a final decision, but watch this space, 
Putaruru will certainly benefit if it does.

Tirau Ward Peter Schulte
It’s 2017 and my first column this year and I hope that everybody had a good year 
so far. Council is now working on the Annual and Long Term plans for our District. 
It’s a slow and thorough process with Public Consultations, Councillors, Council 
Staff and our Mayor Jenny Shattock. 

The Tirau Domain is slowly progressing under the DAG, (Domain Action Group), 
and Project Manager Cliff Burling Claridge. We 
are dealing with budgetary constraints to deliver 
the Domain to the people of Tirau, especially our 
young people. Our Council is working to draw up 
the concept plan now using the feedback from our 
Community Party and the Tirau Community Board.

The Railway Crossing should start shortly. At least 
then we can walk more safely by not going under the 
Railway Bridge. 

A new Toilet in Tirau on Hillcrest Street is planned. 
It will be a relief for our visitors and locals alike. I’m 

sure that Steven Clothier of Corrugated Iron Creations will turn the new toilet Into 
another ‘icon’ for Tirau. 

I would also like to acknowledge and welcome our newest business in Tirau, ‘The 
Twisted Café.’ 

Some Tirau Businesses have, or are in the process of, changing ownership and I will 
say hello and goodbye in the next Prattler. 

Our neighbourhood Party was a brilliant success thanks to the Council Team, 
Natasha Tanner with The Tirau Co-operating Churches Youth Group in charge of 
face painting. Our Fire brigade and others too numerous to mention were also 
assisting. It was a privilege to also meet our newest residents here in Tirau and the 
South Waikato. I would like to say a heartfelt welcome to all our new residents in 
our District. 

Our Mayor Jenny Shattock has introduced a Council Meeting in Tirau on the 
30th of March in our Hall. It starts at 9:30am with an open forum. Please make 
use of this opportunity to tell us all what Council is doing right or wrong and any 
improvements you would like to see in Tirau and our District. 

Let me also say a big thank you to Council Staff and ‘Old Councillors’ who helped 
me and the other newly elected Council Councillors by showing us the ropes. 

This is it for another couple of months - please keep safe. 

COPY 
DEADLINES 

FOR THE 
NEXT PRATTLER

FRIDAY 
APRIL 21st

for the
MAY 3rd EDITION
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The first of our 2017 performances has started with a wonderful concert by Fiona 
Pears and Band on Thursday the 16th of February. Our audience enjoyed a mix of 
musical styles including tango, gypsy, Celtic, classical and jazz - some traditional, 
many Fiona’s own compositions. 

We have a great line up of events for 2017 with a mixture of Live Music, Dance and 
Performing Arts. 

The Plaza is also available to hire for events, 
however our calendar is filling up quickly. 
Please feel free to contact Emma to secure 
your booking if you have an event planned 
for 2017.

MOVIE SCHEDULE
Sunday, 26th March 2pm  I, Daniel Blake
A 59 year old carpenter recovering from 
a heart attack befriends a single mother 
and her two kids as they navigate their 
way through the impersonal, Kafkaesque 
benefits system. With equal amounts of 
humour, warmth and despair, the journey is 
heartfelt and emotional until the end.

Sunday, 30th April 2pm   Room
Room tells the extraordinary story of Jack, 
a spirited 5-year-old who is looked after 
by his loving and devoted mother. Like 
any good mother, Ma dedicates herself to 
keeping Jack happy and safe, nurturing him 
with warmth and love and doing typical 
things like playing games and telling stories. 
Their life, however, is anything but typical 
- they are trapped - confined to a 10 by 10 
foot space that Ma has euphemistically 
named Room. Ma has created a whole 
universe for Jack within Room, and she 
will stop at nothing to ensure that, even in 
this treacherous environment, Jack is able 
to live a complete and fulfilling life. But as 
Jack’s curiosity about their situation grows, 
and Ma’s resilience reaches its breaking 
point, they enact a risky plan to escape, 
ultimately bringing them face-to-face with 
what may turn out to be the scariest thing 
yet: the real world.

EVENT SCHEDULE
Saturday 4th March 7:30pm  Bad Moon Rising  
Pre-sale tickets $25. Door Sales $27

NZ’s Premiere International 
Creedence Clearwater Revival 
Tribute Show Bad Moon 
Rising delivers an authentic 
and convincing tribute to 
one of the most treasured 
bands in history. Performing 
in Christchurch, London, 
TVNZ, Auckland, Glasgow, 
Queenstown, Helsingborg, 
Wellington, Blackpool - and 
now right here!

Saturday, 15th April   Dave Dobbyn 
Saturday, 6th May   Modern Maori Quartet 
Wednesday, 31st May   Gloria’s Handbag (Arts on Tour NZ Play)

Events and Movies will all be listed on The Plaza’s website, (www.plaza.org.nz) and 
our Facebook Page (The Plaza). We hope to see you soon at The Plaza! 
theplaza@plaza.org.nz  07 883 8596  027 655 9715

3RD ANNUAL GENERATOR MULTI-SPORT
Waikato River Trails Trust with support from event partners South Waikato District 
Council, Mercury and Sport Waikato are delighted to again bring the 3rd Annual 
Generator Multi-Sport event to the South Waikato. 

The Generator event based in and around Arapuni Village connects our 
community, event participants and their supporters with the Waikato River, the 
trails, Council Reserves and Mercury assets including Arapuni Dam, Arapuni 
Powerhouse and the historic Arapuni swing bridge. 

The goal with the event is to make it as accessible as possible for people to 
participate. To do this we have kept entry prices as low as possible and offer a 
range of categories within the event from a 5km (UNO) run/walk, to the 61.5km 
FULL multi-sport event. This community event is well supported by a generous 
team of volunteers from Local Lions and Rotary. They do a wonderful job assisting 
participants at over 40 marshal locations along the course. Their encouragement 
and support for those doing the event is awesome. 

A nice feature of the event is Mercury opening their gates to allow the 5km run/
walk to take place around their spillway. 

Please take advantage of this local event, call us for details or go to the event 
website: www.wrt-thegenerator.com 

Be a reader and a contributor, contact:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

We can assist you in spreading the word... enquire using the above email address 
and be a part of a sharing community...
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PAUL BOWERS-MASON: THANK YOU FOR THE MUSIC
The South Waikato Music Society started in 1975 and was originally the Tokoroa 
Music Society. With the assistance of the Tokoroa Borough Council they purchased 
a Blüthner grand piano which has had a variety of homes before The Plaza where 
it has been since 2010. The grand piano was needed to be able to host concerts 
with both local artists and international artists touring with Chamber Music New 
Zealand. The piano was moved to the Timber Museum in Putaruru in the mid 90’s 
and the Music Society was renamed the South Waikato Music Society to reflect 
that now its members were from throughout the South Waikato. 

Paul Bowers-Mason learned to play double bass in Napier at Colenso High School 
where he played in the school orchestra. His family then moved to Hamilton and 
he played in the Waikato Symphony Orchestra while still in the sixth form. Paul 
met his wife Wynne while they were students of Waikato University and they 
married in Tokoroa, August 1985. Wynne was from the South Waikato and her 
parents Grace and Tony Bowers were Tokoroa Music Society members and regular 
concert attendees. In May 1989, after attending Auckland Secondary Teachers’ 
Training College and teaching in Auckland, Paul and Wynne moved to Putaruru 
where Paul worked as a teacher. Within that first month they attended their first 
Tokoroa Music Society concert which featured the New Zealand String Quartet. 

Paul became President of the South Waikato Music Society at the AGM that 
preceded the first concert in 2005. Russian pianist Konstantin Scherbakov was 
playing Beethoven’s Moonlight, Pathétique and Appassionata sonatas. Paul loved 
these sonatas having grown up listening to them on a record by Wilhelm Kempff. 
Paul brought his five children as he thought they were now old enough to sit and 
listen to the music, and he turned up early, not because of the AGM, but to get 
front row seats so the kids could see. The current President was stepping down 
and the committee asked Paul if he would be the new President. He initially 
thought “it would be a silly idea” because he was really busy with work and family. 
However, the committee assured him it would not require much work as they only 
needed a front person at concerts to introduce the artists as all the organisational 
roles were covered by existing committee members, so he decided to take it up. 
About a year later he gave up full time teaching and over time the initial front 
person role expanded. Paul had found his niche, he discovered “this is my thing” 
and “got a real buzz out of it.” Despite initial misgivings about being too busy he 
found, “it actually helped, it was actually a creative outlet rather than just another 
burdensome thing, I found that I was really enjoying the concert promotion and 
organisation. It all came together with different things I knew how to do and 
wanted to do.” With Paul involved in the promotion and publicity of concerts, 
writing articles, playing double bass in local orchestras, he used the contacts from 
that to find artists to play at our Putaruru concerts. 

In 2010 the piano was moved from the 
Timber Museum to The Plaza and with 
the move to a bigger venue Paul “started 
dreaming a little bit” about bigger 
concerts. Back in 1975, in the first year 
of the Tokoroa Music Society, Michael 
Houstoun played a concert at the Tokoroa 
Intermediate School Hall and in 2011 
Paul contacted Michael and invited him 
to return for another concert. In 2012 
Michael Houstoun played Beethoven 
sonatas at The Plaza to 230 people, the 
society’s biggest concert to date. 

Music Society concerts are usually 
door sales only but with needing to sell 
130 tickets to break even, tickets were 
pre-sold in Tokoroa, Putaruru, Tirau 
and Matamata. To allocate seats, Paul 
hatched a plan to run a “box office from 

my back pocket.” When people bought their tickets, they rang Paul’s mobile and 
were allocated a seat number which they wrote on their ticket and Paul noted on 
a piece of paper in his wallet. While this took a lot of time to organise, Paul didn’t 
mind at all, as contact with the public was part of the role of being President 
that he enjoyed so much, especially with the enthusiasm and excitement for the 
concert being expressed by those contacting him. Such a big-name artist coming to 
The Plaza caused a real buzz. One person, upon seeing a poster in the window of 
florist Hazel Egan, asked Hazel, “is it the real Michael Houstoun?” which of course 
it was. The concert was wonderful, a great success and it showed we the Music 
Society could organise bigger concerts. 
After the success of the Michael Houstoun concert, Paul starting planning and 
plotting another large concert asking the question, “who’s the next big name you 
would get a big audience with?” It was decided that international opera star Dame 
Malvina Major would be a major draw card, which she turned out to be. In 2013 
she performed at The Plaza, along with Opera Brava, to an audience of 230 people. 
Another successful large concert for the South Waikato Music Society. Again, there 
were pre-sales in Tokoroa, Putaruru, Tirau and Matamata, and again Paul ran his 
“box office from my back pocket” to allocate seats. 
For the next big concert Paul decided that the obvious choice was Handel’s 
Messiah as it’s “something that people know, people will come to in big numbers.” 
At the end of 2014 he contacted all the choirs in the Waikato, Bay of Plenty to see 
if anyone was planning a performance of Handel’s Messiah but none were. Then 
2 or 3 months later while looking at the Opus Orchestra website, Paul discovered 
they were performing it, 12 - 13 December, Saturday in Hamilton and Sunday in 
Rotorua. Having played in this orchestra, Paul contacted them to suggest they 
play Friday night in Putaruru. Conductor Peter Walls, plus several orchestra and 
choir members came to check the suitability of The Plaza. The stage was not big 
enough for all the performers so Peter decided that the choir would be on the 
stage with the orchestra on the floor in front of the stage. This meant we lost the 
first three rows of seats reducing the theatre’s capacity from 520 to 460. This was 
the South Waikato Music Society’s most ambitious concert ever and it was a little 
scary for Paul and the other committee members. We needed to sell 400 tickets 
to break even so we needed it to be our biggest concert audience ever. Again, 
there were ticket pre-sales in Tokoroa, Putaruru, Tirau and Matamata with Paul 
running his usual back pocket office. By the date of the concert we had sold close 
to 400 tickets and on the night, it all came together, we sold out The Plaza and 
enjoyed a wonderful concert. It was attended not only by locals, people came from 
Cambridge, Tauranga, Rotorua, Hamilton, Te Awamutu and Otorohanga. Those 
from outside of the South Waikato were blown away by The Plaza, surprised that 
the small town of Putaruru has a large performing arts venue. 

In 2010 Paul and 
Wynne starting 
studying Theology 
extramurally at Otago 
University. They 
chose Otago because 
it was the only New 
Zealand University 
that taught Greek and 
Hebrew. In 2014 both 
completed Diplomas 
in Biblical Studies and 
they have both been 
ordained as Anglican 
Priests, Paul in 2012 
and Wynne in 2016. 

This brings us to the reason Paul has stood down as President of the South 
Waikato Music Society after having enjoyed the role so thoroughly. He has a new 
job in New Plymouth where he has been commissioned as Minister/Team Member 
at Brooklands Church, (Anglican/Presbyterian).

The South Waikato Music Society greatly appreciates all the hard work Paul has 
put in to organise so many wonderful concerts. We wish him and Wynne success 
and happiness in their new life in New Plymouth. [Darren Pumphry]

Wynne and Paul performing together at the Plaza.
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BAD MOON RISING AT THE PLAZA
Saturday 4th March 7:30pm   Bad Moon Rising  
Pre-sale tickets $25. Door Sales $27
NZ’s Premiere International Creedence Clearwater 
Revival Tribute Show Bad Moon Rising delivers an 
authentic and convincing tribute to one of the most treasured bands in history. 
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Licensed under the REAA 2008 

LIZ JONES-PARRY 
Ph: 021 663 926 
E: liz@powerhouserealty.co.nz 
W: powerhouserealty.co.nz 
 
 

POWERHOUSE REALTY 

Committed to achieving exceptional results for you. 
 

I have proven sales in your area, but I am now 
with a new exciting company. 

Call me for a free appraisal. 

Listing on TradeMe – FREE 

Listing on Realestate.co.nz – FREE 

Professional photography - FREE 

NO Administration Fee 
“Your local professional delivering value and service”. Market your most valuable asset with the best, 

Liz Jones-Parry, Powerhouse Realty. 

AROUND TOWN

Putaruru College held their annual athletics day recently. The South Waikato District Council have initiated local opportunities for the public to discuss matters with the Mayor, 
Ward Members and Council representatives. This demonstrates a positive approach to community re;relationships.

All the town centre gardens have been given attention by the SWDC environment staff. There was an open invitation to attend a recent afternoon session of SeniorNet at their clubrooms in Duke 
Street, Putaruru. They are also looking for new tutors - see page 13 for details.
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 Build a kite & fly it 

 Face painting

 Family activities

 BBQ sausage sizzle

 Putaruru Fire Brigade

 Safety Driveway Kit

 Overdale Community 
 Centre

 Music & more

South
Waikato
District
Council

and it’s all 
free!!

We are providing readers with an opportunity to acknowledge service from local 
businesses that was over and above expectations. These should be genuine, 
unsolicited comments. Simply describe in an interesting way just what made the 
service you received much more than you anticipated.

We will print these from time to time in The Prattler. Contributions must come 
from customers and not be prompted by the business itself. Please supply your full 
name, contact phone number, email address, (if you have one), and a verifiable 
street address. These will not be published but will serve as a check against 
impositions. The name of the business should be clearly stated.

Avoid simply saying the service was ‘great’ or ‘awesome.’ Instead focus on what it 
was that made the service outstanding.

We look forward to the positive experiences that you have to share. Use this initial 
story as a guide for your own experience. Contributions should be sent directly to 
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

SERVICE PLUS AT PUTARURU PANELBEATERS
“I had occasion to use the services of a panel beater 
after managing to back into our other car that was 
parked in our own driveway! Initially the insurance 
company for the car backed into refused to accept that 
my company would be covering both the cars. That’s not 
the good news, but what follows is. 

My insurance company asked that I use the services of 
Putaruru Panelbeaters and that was quite acceptable to 
me. After the staff took the usual photos and outlined 
what would be happening I went away knowing that my car 
would soon be back in action. Putaruru Panelbeaters also 
provided a loan car for my use.

The exceptional service was very evident when I came to 
collect the repaired car. Yes the repairs were spot on, 
but there was one action that stood out. My car had been 
given a full exterior wash and wax and the interior was 
sparkling and polished. This complementary treatment 
was completely unexpected and since then I’ve promised 
myself to make a better job at keeping it clean.

Thank you so much Putaruru Panelbeaters for the ‘service 
plus’ experience you provided.”

SERVICE PLUS

SENIOR NET
The South Waikato SeniorNet is looking for volunteer Tutors. They are introducing 
new Courses and hence have vacancies for new tutors. Does this sound like you?

The days and hours worked are by flexible arrangement. 

SeniorNet is a community training network that supports and motivates people to 
enjoy and use technology.

Please give them a call on 07 883 3151 or email puta@xtra.co.nz

TAOIST TAI CHI SOCIETY 
OF 
NEW ZEALAND
Tai Chi is a form of exercise that maintains 
and restores good health. It works on many 
systems in the body - muscles, bones and all 
connective tissues and it is good for circulation, 
flexibility and balance. It also cultivates a 
peaceful state of mind. 
Anyone can do it - young or old, fit or not so fit.
Taoist Tai Chi classes are held in Putaruru and 
Arapuni.

Come along for a free GIVE-IT-A-GO I hour 
session. Tea and biscuits provided.

 Putaruru  14th March   6:30 – 7:30pm

Phone Lesley, 07 883 5763 or 
Kathy, 07 872 2852 for more information.

SEEN AT THE WATER FESTIVAL
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•	 Farms/Lifestyle	Blocks
•	 Pump	&	Motor	Controls
•	 Effluent	Systems
•	 Generator	Sales

•	 Residential	Wiring	&	Repairs
•	 Commercial	
•	 Industrial	

For	all	your	electrical	requirements	call	in	and	see
Wayne,	Jan	and	the	team	at	Putaruru	Electrical

PUTARURU ROTARY EDUCATION TRUST SCHOLARSHIPS 2017
The Putaruru Rotary Education Trust has recently awarded grants to 
the following five local young people who are undertaking tertiary 
education in 2017.

Michael Bernhard, is entering the second semester of an Engineering 
degree at Waikato University.

Matthew Lyttle is beginning a degree in science and agriculture at Massey 
University at Palmerston North.

Therese White is also beginning a degree in science and agriculture at Massey.

Breanna McPherson is beginning a degree in business management at Waikato University.

Chloe Belfield is in the second year of a degree in science and agriculture at 
Massey University.

Michael, Matthew and Therese are all recent Putaruru College students. Breanna 
attended St Peter’s School and Chloe went to Cambridge High School.

Trust members were impressed by the quality of all applicants, their determination 
to succeed and willingness to support themselves in their studies. All 
demonstrated skills and leadership potential in a wide range of areas.

This is the 25th year in which the Putaruru Rotary Education Trust has awarded 
scholarships to local students. To be eligible, students must live in the catchment 
area of Putaruru College and be undertaking tertiary education at any New 
Zealand University, Polytechnic or Trade Training organisation.

PUTARURU ROTARY
Putaruru Rotary have started the year with our monthly breakfast and for the 
February monthly dinner joined with members of Tokoroa, Cambridge and 
Matamata clubs in Matamata.
At our March dinner meeting Thursday 16th we are having a speaker on Health & 
Safety Initiatives being implemented at Waratah NZ Ltd, Tokoroa. This could be of 
interest to many other businesses. If you’d like to join us please ring Boele 021 506 286.
Some members have helped out at the Putaruru Water Festival and we have 
recently awarded scholarships to local tertiary students - see the article above.
The battery (advert page 27) and old reading glasses collection, (drop into the 
Putaruru Pharmacy), are our on-going recycling projects.
Putaruru Rotary: Serving our Community through Service Above Self.

WAOTU PUKETURUA GARDEN CLUB
The year is underway for all our budding gardeners. Our first outing was a local 
one visiting a country garden in Tirau, having a fascinating tour of the Mercedes, 
Corrugated Iron place and back to Putaruru to a local town garden. March will be 
an out of town trip - yet to be finalised.

We welcome anyone with a gardening interest to join us, normally the 4th Monday 
of the month. Phone Joss for further info: 07 886 8462.

Slides, Photos, 
Audio Tapes, 
8mm Movies, 
VHS Tapes and 
Photo Negatives 
to modern digital 
format - also quality 
photo restoration.

Digital Transfers, Phone Mike 07 883 3377
3 Junction Street - Putaruru

We have happy 
clients from all 
over NZ.

Digital Transfer

SUNFLOWER SEASON
Over the past month there have been tall stands of sunflowers blooming in a 
number of local gardens. They are enjoyed by the bee population as well. 

See the WORLD VIEW feature on page 23 for an approach that one community 
made to help bees survive and populate in an urban environment.
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Be a reader and a contributor, contact: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com 
We can assist you in spreading the word... enquire using the above email address and be a part of a sharing community...
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ANZ BANK
A full paint make-over is being carried
out on the ANZ Bank on the Main 
Highway, Putaruru.

PUTARURU COMMUNITY GARDEN
Advertising does pay! Following inviting newcomers to the Garden in our article in a 
previous issue of the Prattler we have had some fresh faces through the gate ready to 
lend a hand and share their skills and energy. Very encouraging! A garden is a living, 
growing thing, needing on-going input to thrive so we appreciate the commitment.

How does your garden grow? Most gardeners were complaining about things 
being late and slow - until the last 2 - 3 weeks when summer put in an appearance. 
Consequently we are picking bags of cabbages, silver beet, lettuce, broccoli and 
cucumbers which we have distributed to churches and the Food Bank, fulfilling 
one of our major aims. We are progressively planting to ensure that continues.

Many of you will have a surplus of vegetables in your own backyard. However if 
you need some herbs to add to a salad or BBQ dish you are welcome to come and 
grab a handful, ours are thriving and they need to be picked. While you are there 
have a look around. We feel very pleased with the overall project in these early 
stages, complemented by our bright, new sign.

QUILT 'N' KNIT 2
The store is now located at 7 Taupo 
Street, Putaruru, 07 883 7673.

GO FOX
GoFox Electrical are now operating from 
their newly decorated premises in Tirau 
Street, Putaruru. 

027 355 4427 
Free Phone 0800 95 99 99

@JUNCTION DIGITAL RESTORATION
Now have new digital conversion 
equipment at their new address: 
3 Junction Street, Putaruru.
027 4 80 30 88
dvdvideo@dvdvideodigitalproduction.com
They also restore old photographs.

PUTARURU MOVING FORWARD
After a good Christmas break PMF meetings are getting underway. Unfortunately 
our main meeting is just after the Prattler goes to print. You will be able to read 
updates on the Prattler website. We are looking forward to hearing from Frances 
Pauwels, and Mark Smith, (urban growth consultants), on their work and further 
developments supporting planning and progress.

Our tidy up team are underway again and you will shortly see more evidence of their 
work, both on Tirau Street and Princes Street. Some shops are requiring extensive 
renovation and owners and lessees will address that. We will continue to help with 
painting and signs. 

Shop owners get excited when the team walks in the door and it’s great to see most 
working with us to give our town a much tidier image. The council continues to 
support this with some funding and they are looking at our colour palette to choose 
colours to upgrade the library and offices. On the inside, Ebony Curtins is the new 
Putaruru Service Centre Manager who will also meet with us this week. 

We continue to work with several potential new businesses and know that at least 
one is opening shortly. We are still working to develop a quality food/artisan theme 
in our town and want to source local produce and ingredients to support existing 
businesses Over the Moon and Moos Baas and Oinks.

Transform Aotearoa continue to take care of our pots, they are generally doing well 
and we get lots of good comments about the plants. Sadly we have just had another 
small tree topped. Hopefully it will come away again.

We also look forward to hearing progress reports on the Putaruru Ultrafast 
Broadband installation over the next few months.

RECENT CHANGES AROUND TOWN

LADIES BREAKFAST
A growing number of ladies had their first breakfast at the Wooden Farmer this 
week. We decided we would get to know each other a little better and had a "tell 
one, ask one," session before enjoying our yummy meals. 

This involved our sharing something others would not know about us, and someone 
was allowed to ask a question. We had 3 national champs in our midst, several who 
had come from overseas, as well as twins and our long-time Putaruru residents.

A great morning with so much laughter. We look forward to our April meeting.
Contact Raewyn on 027 281 0342 for details about the Ladies Breakfast.
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CREATIVE CAPTIONS CHALLENGE
A selection of the captions you suggested from our January creative challenge.

Better than painting by numbers.
Is that a loose fitch?
You start by using one hand, then build up to two.
Out, damned spot! 

Dad suggested we produce a large type edition.
I've been in tenser situations than this.
I'd like to thank my sponsors, N&K.
And now one I prepared a little earlier.
Tensing - 1,2,3, check.

The till float was larger than usual today.
Swimmers must keep to their correct lanes.
New container port for Putaruru?
What time is the next ferry?
Drink driving campaign floated by the Transport Department.

Ring for assistance.
What would Kenny Rogers do?
A pair on hold.
I see misfortune ahead.
Dealing organisation spotted in Putaruru.

Thyme in a bottle.
Mmm, did we have flour on our shopping list?
Pitchers at an exhibition.
Still life with flowers.

Hoping this is a permanent arrangement.
Instinetanious smile.
My lucky star shines brightly.
Sorry - can't wave at the moment.

Frock on up...
Where is the nearest letter box?
She wore an itsy bitsy teenie weenie - almost.
Where's Banksy gone?

Jump start your career.
"On a clear day you can see forever," say the Peddlers.
Please wait till the runway is clear.
2 x 2 by land...
Two wheels good, four wheels bad.
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PUTARURU TOY LIBRARY
Thank you again to all the stall-holders and public for supporting 
the very wet Christmas Night Market. Chris and Annelies from the 
Putaruru Hotel provided this wonderful venue and did all they could 
to make it a success for us - thank you too.

The delicious lolly covered gingerbread house was won by Sam Pacey, to his 
absolute delight! The Off on Holiday Hamper raffle was won by Richard Gaby. 

The Toy library is now open with a huge variety of quality toys for you to borrow 
and give your children lots of variety in their play. 

Come along on Tuesdays, 9am - 11am and Friday’s, 12 midday - 2pm at our room 
opposite Bunnings.

Our AGM is being held on Tuesday 4th April, 7:30pm at the library. We are looking 
forward to welcoming new members onto this fun committee to provide our 
children/families with a great resource to use.

We are celebrating our 25th birthday on Saturday 20th May with a dinner for 
committee, members and friends, past and present. SAVE THE DATE.

PUTARURU ST JOHN YOUTH DIVISION
Putaruru St John Youth is a youth group that teaches First Aid, Self Confidence, 
Team Work, Self Esteem and basic life skills. The Cadets work on achieving badges 
and some will go towards the ultimate goal of achieving the Grand Prior award.

The Cadets also compete in First Aid Competitions throughout the Waikato. There are 
also a variety of Camps that are available throughout the year that they can attend.

If you wish to come and see what we do, we meet on a Wednesday night at 25 
Overdale Street, at the Saint John Youth Division Hall, 6:30 - 8pm, ages from 6 to 
18 plus. For more information please contact Craig White, Divisional Manager, 
Putaruru St John Youth Division, 07 883 7132 or 027 650 7386.

SKY-TOWER CHALLENGE
Once again members of the Putaruru Volunteer Fire Brigade have signed up to the 
Sky-tower Challenge to be held on 13th May. This year the team is made up of a 
few old hands, some second timers and a couple of newbies - 12 in total.

We have been busy training since early November and things are about to heat up 
a bit with the arrival of our full fire fighting kit that we can train in. Training climbs 
have included the Hukarimata Summit, Wairere Falls and the Mount. 
The other side of the Sky-tower Challenge is fundraising for the Leukaemia and 
Blood Cancer Foundation. You may have noticed us down at Countdown or at the 
car wash held at Z recently. 

If you or your business have any jobs that these 
12 fire-fighters and their supporters could do for 

a donation to this great cause - please contact 
Robyn on 027 323 0538.
You can follow the journey of these Fire-
fighters, their training, and their fundraising on 
their Facebook page: Putaruru Volunteer Fire 
Brigade Sky Tower Climb 2017.
51 flights, 25kgs of kit, 1103 stairs, one great cause.

LITTLE THEATRE AUDITIONS
Auditions for The Amorous Ambassador, a comedy/farce by Michael Parker, to be 
directed by Hilton Woodroofe on stage early May, have recently been held at The 
Kensington Theatre.
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WORLD VIEW: IN OUR OWN BACKYARDS
With Putaruru Moving Forward developing locally through connections beyond the town, 
The Prattler continues this World View section that spotlights international living trends.

More and more families and like-minded groups are providing goods, services and 
happenings that often relate to family traditions or personal interests. The ever 
expanding internet also provides opportunities for unique business development - 
but that’s a story for another time.

The examples that follow are drawn from around the world and are already 
happening, but their existence may spark an idea that can be developed or 
extended right here in the South Waikato.

BEE HOTELS
The urban beehive project was designed by ‘Edgy & Cheesy’ and is titled Metbar. 
Based in Munich, the six-story hive sports a grim exterior complete with graffiti 
and blacked-out windows. It’s outside looks like a small building in the form of the 
nightclubs and hotels that can be seen in real life cities. The lower part is covered 
in miniature graffiti designs that add to its realistic look. It features a small slit 
through which bees are able to come and go.

In order to attract bees back to cities, the latest project from the Munich creative 
duo, Edgy & Cheesy, is design at its most purposeful. “Urban bees need urban 
homes and a place to unwind after a hard working day,” Edgy & Cheesy say. 
The problem of a radical decrease in bee populations and even decimation of 
certain species of bees is commonly discussed in various environmentally-minded 
projects. High-tech solutions have been proposed, but Edgy & Cheesy's solution 
is particularly appealing to aesthetics. Their urban project attracts both the very 
basic need for socializing and the procreation process bees need.

This bee hotel project works to send a message about the importance of 
maintaining the health and population of this species in a way that is subversive 
rather than assertive.

INTENSIFIED COFFEE PORTER
The Brooklyn Brewery is producing a barrel-aged porter that is 
infused with cold brew coffee. While there are several coffee-
flavoured beers on the market, the ‘Intensified Coffee Porter’ 
offers a unique drinking experience.

Porter is a dark style of beer developed in London from well-
hopped beers made from brown malt. The name was first 
recorded in the 18th century, and is thought to come from 
its popularity with street and river porters. The history and 
development of stout and porter are intertwined.

The barrel-aged porter is made from specialty coffee beans 
that are harvested directly from El Salvador. The brewery 
then created a giant French press to brew the coffee and 
add it to beer that has been aged in Kentucky bourbon 
barrels. The unique process gives the beer an intense coffee 
taste, with hints of dark chocolate, vanilla and oak berries. 
The result is a smooth coffee-flavoured beer that pairs well 
with desserts such as ice cream and pastries.

The Intensified Coffee Porter is perfect for those who hate to 
choose between a cup of coffee and a pint of beer.

MEOWSES
MEOWSES is a set of cat houses that when brought together create a playful cat 
town. They provide a great way to rethink the classic cat house and bring a special 
touch to homes, especially family homes. A cat town ensures that such beloved 
pets feel as though they have a more designated space for themselves. Of course 
felines do have a knack of claiming the entire house as their own anyway.

Designed by Dan Parkes and Jesse Levine the MEOWSES cat town capitalizes on 
the pet’s fascination with boxes. Levine says, “As designers we knew we could 
use this canvas to create designs that were in line with our lifestyles, giving us the 
opportunity to create a product that would be fun for both our cats and us.”

As one happy cat 
testified, “I had the 
best night of my 
nine lives last night 
at the Milk Bar - the 
place was out of 
control! Can’t wait 
to go back!”

MYRTLE AVENUE 
BIRD TOWN
The Myrtle Avenue 
Bird Town was an 
art installation 
designed to bring birds into the city area of Brooklyn. With over fifty birdhouses 
and feeders it offered safe and inviting resting zones for local feathery friends.

Jennifer Wong and Daniel Goers who set this up used their design, engineering, 
carpentry, and social skills to build a bird sanctuary, (which also became a 
community sanctuary), by putting up fifty plus bird houses in a central space. They 
attracted local residents to get involved with the birds and their spaces by offering 
a birdhouse building workshop!  

“Watching people in the neighbourhood check out the birdhouses then proceed to 
have a conversation with strangers about them was exciting,” Jennifer said. “I love 
the idea that art can bring people together.” 

The project focused on “reconsidering the shapes traditionally associated with the 
birdhouse,” and turning the parks into places that encouraged “creativity, nature, 
and community to intersect and thrive together.”

Goers and Wong employed recycled materials and experimental building 
techniques to add flair to the micro-community of birdhouses. As colourful and 
as energetic as the birds that inhabit them, this collection of birdhouses was the 
stage for an ongoing performance as birds feed, nest, build, and care for offspring. 
It encouraged the public to observe their native avian neighbours and the 
ecological relationship between the birds and the urban environment.

COLOUR-IN DRESS
This highly-customizable ‘Colour-
In’ dress by Berber Soepboer and 
Michiel Schuurman lets you decide 
the colour scheme of your dress. 
Soepboer says that, “when everything 
is still possible, the world seems an 
incredible place,” and it’s a great 
philosophy for her designs.

Owners of the ‘Colour-In’ dress 
basically start from a black and white 
canvas, and the possibilities are just 
endless. Your finished dress design is 
all up to you and your fantasy, style 
and sense of fashion. Fancy being able 
to accessorize a dress just by grabbing 
a couple of markers!
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ADVERTISING SITUATIONS 
VACANT

The PiP website is now set up to list 
genuine work vacancies throughout the 
Prattler distribution area.
All information is on the VACANCIES page 
- just click on the tab. Details explain how 
to get a vacancy listed on the site.
This is a FREE SERVICE. 

ACCESSORIES INSPIRED BY TASTY FOOD
Etsy’s rommydebommy shop specializes in fun and fashion-forward accessories 
that are inspired by tasty food. The cheese handbag fuses elegance and creativity. 
The shop also carries an array of jewellery pieces, including those inspired by fries 
and ketchup. Some of its other notable items include larger handbags that are 
modelled after homemade sandwiches or Parisian croissants. 
The cheese handbag is a fun statement piece that embodies a carefree air. 

Resembling a classic cheese triangle, the piece leaves a whimsical impression and 
is a great novelty gift for cheese lovers everywhere. Of course there are matching 
ear-rings available too.

CAFE M BEIRUT FOOD SERIES OF PHOTOGRAPHS
We may have been told from a very young age that we shouldn’t play with 
our food, but if it resulted in something like the Cafe M Beirut food series of 
photographs, we would never have been told to stop. 

Created by Swedish photographer Carl Kleiner, the Cafe M Beirut series centres 
around static sculptures that are full of adorable character. 

There might not be anything revolutionary about the Cafe M Beirut series, but it’s 
hard not to smile at the outcomes.

RSS AND GEEK PILLOWS
RSS feeds abound in the Internet world and now the 
famed RSS icon is available in pillow form. 

Made from fleece and fluffy polyester, you can cuddle 
up to your RSS at night.

The geektastic pillow would be a satirical addition to an 
Internet-based office or at home with the tech lovers.

Those who love to immerse themselves online can now decorate their homes with 
Internet and social media-related items. The rise in the creation of goods themed 
around Internet culture shows just how this once virtual world is making its way 
into reality, and highlights its tremendous, pervasive presence in our daily lives.

The previous examples from around the world show that when it comes to 
marketable ideas there’s no place like the fertile home of our mind for inspiration 
and enjoyment that comes from delving into our traditions and personal interests. 
What do you have in mind?

In this World View series, The Prattler continues to promote thought and 
discussion about various aspects of what makes up a positive and growing 
community - this series is available on the PiP Website.

Lions members complete a good morning's work.

SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Music is a wonderful extension of our children’s learning and brain development. 
Putaruru is very fortunate to have a School of Music offering our community music 
lessons in all sorts of instruments; keyboard, brass, guitar, flute, recorder, and more.

The School of Music is looking for new students - children and adults; beginners 
to experienced - to register their interest for the new year. Please contact Lynn 
027 557 0294 gpacey@ihug.co.nz with your name and contact details, and what 
instrument you are interested in. 

The School of Music offers very inexpensive lessons relative to other avenues of 
learning music!

PUTARURU LIONS CLUB
Lions members wish you all a Happy New Year. We have been off to a 
busy month, firstly we enjoyed an evening with the Tirau Lions Club. Once 
a year our two Clubs get together for a social evening, a great time to 
exchange ideas, and enjoy a lovely dinner.

The Club is looking at working with Pride in Putaruru helping with the cleaning 
up of Putaruru, the ideas look amazing, with the painting well underway what a 
difference that has made, there is a  lot of work to be completed, but it will make a 
huge difference to the look of our town.
On a recent Saturday morning, a Lions working B was held. With the steady thump 
of two wood splitters, the continuous buzz of 4 chain saws, there was a huge pile 
of wood to stack. This was completed by the ladies of the club. Nine members 
worked with the help of two volunteers for just over 3 hours, a great morning’s 
work. All is ready for the first raffle on the 10th and 11th of March, which will be 
outside of the Countdown Supermarket. All the wood is dry, ready for those colder 
nights of winter.

Putaruru Lions still have some members on holiday, hoping to have a relaxing 2 
weeks of sun, sand and fishing - let's hope that all happens for them. But as well, 
our thoughts are with the people of Christchurch.

A reminder regarding Scooters that the Lions Club hire out. We still have some if 
you know anyone that is in need of one. For further information please ring Dean 
07 883 3357 or Jeff 07 883 7675.

Would you like to be a member of a Club that is very involved in the welfare of our 
community? Putaruru Lions would be happy to hear from you. We are a friendly 
club that meet once a month for a business meeting, with a dinner meeting each 
month as well. Sue Harper would be happy to answer any questions you may have, 
or talk to any member of the club. Sue's phone number is 027 291 9667.

REVEAL YOUR WORLD
There are magic worlds everywhere. Why not share what 
your club or organisation is doing by letting The Prattler 
know about your special place. You know the drill!

 • Don’t hide your light under a bushel.
 • An honour is not diminished for being shared.
 • A joy that’s shared is a joy made double.
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5 - 9 Duke Street

SEEN AT THE WATER FESTIVAL
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S i m p ly  L i v i n g
At the Prattler we often follow up on ideas from locals and in this edition 
we introduce a new Simply Living section. 
Newspapers, magazines, how to books, radio, television, internet and 
social media fill our homes, minds and subsequently often our lives, with 
information and opinion on what we should or could do or not do to 
give us a better life, be fitter, have a smaller waistline and a bigger bank 
balance, be more relaxed, how to parent, and so on. 
We will not compete with these but we do want to promote ideas from 
locals about life as they see it, tips on activities and lifestyle choices, 
suggestions about our town and feedback to your responses. 
We want to see this town and the South Waikato being as healthy, 
enthusiastic, caring and positive as we can. We do not expect everyone 
to agree. Maybe we won’t always agree with what folk say but we will 
promote the general well-being of our community.
Write an article, suggest topics or respond to what has been written in a 
constructive way. You can do this at: theprattler.org.nz
A few things come to mind to get us started - actually lots of things come 
to mind, so let the play begin!

As I See It
As I see it contributions use the “if we are going to say 
something we don’t like we also have to say something we do 
like or agree with, approach,” and might look like this: 

“I do not like people talking with food in their 
mouth - but I love the conversation that 
happens around a table.”
Children often get blamed for dropping litter, and many do, 
but so do teenagers and adults. Blame never solves anything. 
Maybe pick up a few bits when you're out and about. Modelling 
is still one of the best ways of changing behaviour. You could set 
a new standard in our town and you’ll feel part of that change.

Quotes
Quotes are everywhere these days and we might share the odd 
one that we come across or someone sends in. Today it’s a quote 
from Robin Williams, who was always a bit different in his wit. 

Williams says: 

“I’m sorry. If you were right I would agree with you.” 

Rural and Business Focused 
These might be a shared thought on what helps us as farmers 
and as business folk get through the challenging times. We think 
this is relevant when we are dealing with any tough time but 
most certainly at the centre of coping with the pressure times in 
farming, which can tend to be an isolated and lonely occupation.

Always, always, always, keep the lines of 
communication open, as hard as it may be, with 
your dairy company, your bank, your family 
and your colleagues. An ear will help us with 
many a difficult decision.It’s Over to Us

Sadly our weekend and our Water Festival saw several young 
people steal and damage property. Of course much was said on 
social media and most people were helpful in their commenting.

There is no easy or quick fix solution and we know this is not 
new behaviour. Stealing was around when we were at school, 
more than a few years ago - the odd cow, petrol or maybe some 
machinery.

Today, for just a few of our children and young people, this 
behaviour is common and impacts upon their lives and that of 
those around them.

It is often said, “it takes a village to raise a child.” We are all busy, 
and handing children over to the police is seen as the answer. In 
some cases it is, but remember too that sometimes a quiet word 
can help. Some young ones receive little encouragement. In fact 
the ‘stealing’ is sometimes condoned by the family. 

We know it’s not wise to get involved in some situations, but a 
friendly hello or recognition of something positive can go a long 
way to show someone you care.

It would be great to see Putaruru as a town that focused on keeping our 
stuff safe, keeping our young ones safe and played its part in raising the 
children of our community.

That’s a good way to end this - if we’re right you can agree with us, if not 
that’s fine. We’ll be back next Prattler - please join in and send ideas and 
thoughts to: living@prattler.org.nz 
Follow these discussions on: theprattler.org.nz

Recipe
Everyone has to have a recipe in their well-being column don’t 
they? 

Well, we don't! Not this time anyway. But next time we're sure 
you'll be reading a local contribution here.

 S i m p ly  L i v i n g

 S i m p ly  L i v i n g
 S i m p ly  L i v i n g

 S i m p ly  L i v i n g

 S i m p ly  L i v i n g
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RANGATAHI 

CREATIVE ARTS 

SUMMIT PUTARURU

Workshops:

HIP HOP
DANCEMUSIC ART

To Register or for more info
Text Naomi 0273261701 

Saturday 

march 11TH

10am - 2pm

FREE - Lunch Provided

@Transform

Aotearoa

32 Tirau St UPSTAIRS

SEEN AT THE WATER FESTIVAL
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FAMILY PUZZLE PAGES
PRATTLER CROSSWORD

PRATTLER MAZE
Find the direct path from the yellow ENTRANCE to the red EXIT point.

           PRATTLER PHOTOS
Most photos that appear in 
The Prattler are available for 
purchase in print or digital 
form. Enquire now. Email:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
stating the issue number, (see the front page 
header of each Prattler), the page number 
and description of the photo/s requested. 
There is a small charge for this service.

Answers to all these original puzzles are on page 9 of this Prattler.

Across Clues:

1. a space at the front of a theatre for the orchestra (3)

3. in the part of the body between the thorax and the pelvis (9)

7. relating to a nation (8)

8. a bond of union (4)

10. either of two equal parts (4)

11. behind the scenes (2 words) (8)

13. international radio-telephone signal word used as a distress call (6)

14. careless (6)

17. a person who takes part in a revolt against a superior officer (8)

19. a dreaded person or object (4)

22. a small cut or wound (4)

23. yielding to influence (8)

24. people who attempt to avoid difficulty by refusing to face it (9)

25. expression of joy, approval, or excitement (3)

Down Clues:

1. a device or machine for cutting holes or notches  (5)

2. completely or entirely (7)

3. a word used in calling out to a passing ship or boat (4)

4. animals or plants much below normal size (6)

5. one’s grandmother (5)

6. an event or affair whose outcome seems to be determined by chance (7)

9. a sacred song or poem used in worship (5)

12. a brownish-orange to light brown colour (5)

13. something that serves to warn or remind (7)

15. young male who is part of a wedding group (7)

16. the general condition of the body (6)

18. expressed or carried on without words or speech (5)

20. a song or poem expressing sorrow, especially for one who is dead (5)

21. an alliance of countries (4)
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These Advertisers Kindly Supported the
 March 2017 Prattler Production

about COLOURS 13
Body Ease - Andrea Shaw-Thorpe 30
Charles - Central Kids Kindergartens 26
Digital Restoration @JUNCTION Services 17
Edmeades Jewellers 3
First Klass Pest Solutions Ltd 29
JeMMa's Home Based Grandparents Programme 7
JeMMa's More Educarers Needed 18
Kay Humphries Travel 4
Laser Electrical 4
Laser Plumbing 18
Liz Jones-Parry - Powerhouse Reality 15
Nanas Toybox 25
Nicholson Surveying Ltd 3
Osteopath In Putaruru - Alex Reina 6
Owlets Forest Early Learning Centre 20
Physio Direct 25
Putaruru Electrical 17
Putaruru Panel Beaters 24
Putaruru Tyres 12
South Waikato Dental Surgery 10
Spargo Plumbing 30
STIHL Shop Putaruru 14
Stuart Edmeades - Silver Fern Farms 24
SWDC Our Neighbourhood 16
Tim Kinder - LePine & Co 22
Tirau Earthmovers Ltd 29
Tirau Panelbeaters 10
Van Dam Plumbing Ltd 8
Waikato River Trails 8
Waikato River Trails 11
Woodsy Engineering 26

SPOT THE DIFFERENCES
Can you spot the 6 changes that have been made to this playground photo in 
the one underneath it?

PRATTLER ROUNDABOUTS PUZZLE
Join all the green roundabouts with a continuous line that passes through 
each roundabout once only, without crossing over itself.

PRATTLER TENTS PUZZLE
Draw a tent on a plain grass space so that each tree has its own tent, (either 
horizontally or vertically), and each tent has its own tree, (either horizontally or 
vertically). The squares in which the tents are placed must not touch on either the 
sides or the corners. Numbers located to the side and to the bottom of the puzzle tell 
how many tents are in each row and column.

Answers to all these original puzzles are on page 9 of this Prattler.
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THE PRATTLER DAILY: theprattler.org.nz
Next week sees the launch of an on-line version of The Prattler. Over the past 
three years the PiP website has always had news items on the Home Page that 
became part of the next Prattler, but the time has now come to develop the facility 
to post these items more regularly.

It also has a response form facility for residents to make discussion comments 
especially around the SIMPLY LIVING column that started in this Prattler edition. 
This allows for considered discussion threads that build, rather then destroy.

We have created a more off-beat header that reflects our digital presence.

The right-hand side bar of THE PRATTLER has direct links to the Pride in 
Putaruru website as well as the PiP TV Channel.

Views expressed in The Prattler are not necessarily those of Pride in Putaruru.

 

 
 Manager: Lee Robertson
 PO BOX 155   PUTARURU   3443 
 Phone: 07 883 7272
 Fax: 07 883 7272
 Email: info@prideinputaruru.com  
 Web: prideinputaruru.com
 News: news@theprattler.com
 Prattler: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
 PiP TV Channel

PRIDE IN PUTARURU ASSOCIATION

Stu Edmeades: Chairman (Rural Representative)
Matt Corrin: Deputy Chairman (Putaruru Tyres)
Richard Heslop: Treasurer
Sheryl Van Dyk: (Van Dyks Furnishing & Over the Moon Cheese)
Wayne Bullott: (Putaruru Electrical)
Andrea Shaw-Thorpe: (Body Ease)
Raewyn Whiteman-Thorne: (@Junction Services)
Meg Atkins: (Yorkshire Girl Trading, Arapuni )
Anne Edmeades: (Edmeades Jewellers)
Gray Baldwin (SWDC Representative)

LOCAL DAILY NEWS: EVERYONE A REPORTER
Have you seen or heard about an event worth sharing 
with the community? 

Everyone is a reporter...
Just use the method that suits you best to tell us all 
about it. 

We want to see this town and the South Waikato being 
as healthy, enthusiastic, caring and positive as we can. 

Start, or contribute to discussions. 

Maybe we won’t always agree with what folk say but we 
will promote the general well-being of our community.

Write an article, suggest topics or respond to what has 
been written in a constructive way. 

If you give us prior notice of an event we will also do our 
best to cover it for you.

You can do this at: theprattler.org.nz

Have Photos?

 Send them directly to:
 news@prideinputaruru.com
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