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ANZAC DAY DAWN PARADE
A large number of families gathered at The Garden of Memories 
in Putaruru on April 25th to pay their respects to fallen soldiers. 
Full coverage of this is on PiP TV - see the PiP website. There were 
remembrance observances at the Plaza Theatre later in the morning.

The memorial Turkish Red Pine, (Pinus brutia), planted last year, (see the 
insert above), has flourished. This tree is an authenticated New Zealand 
descendant of the original Lone Pine and traces back to a pine cone brought 
home by Australian soldier, Sergeant Keith McDowell after World War 1.



2PUTARURU MOVING FORWARD
The Putaruru Moving Forward steering group continue to meet and 
consider options for the three precincts that have been identified as 
individual areas essential for developing the overall picture of establishing 
what Putaruru is as a small town now,  what it could become in the near 
future and also think ahead 25 years or more.
While we want to make visible progress this year, (and we will be), we know 
it is important not to rush this process and are looking at previous research 
data and other moves towards development within the town to give us a 
sound background. We are very aware that we have a great opportunity 
before us and are taking the responsibility of beginning to develop plans for 
our town seriously. 
We are keen to hear from members of our business and residential 
communities and you are welcome to contact the steering committee 
members at any time with questions and ideas. 
We will be hosting meetings in the near future to present our findings and to 
hear more community ideas and feedback. Several people have asked about 
the significance of the blue drops. They are just a way of presenting our

included in the concept plan, including suggestions to enhance the 
appearance of Putaruru, suggestions for the use of the former railway 
building and also what could be done to improve traffic and parking. 
These are all very much supportive of our overall vision and will form part 
of the development of our town. Thanks to those of you who ask about 
progress, give feedback and contribute ideas. 

ROUND AND ABOUT IN PUTARURU
Recently spotted in Putaruru...

Richard and Henry keep the wheel spinning at the Rangiura Gala Day.

How to code family files is noted at a local business office.

This NO EXIT sign into Main Street is often given an optional observance 
by motorists leaving the parking area. Clearly the sign’s message is seen to 
be wrong because there is no barrier in place preventing exit - hence let’s go 
out this way seems to be the response. One wonders that if a barrier arm was 
met after turning left here, then it also becomes an optional signal.

Placed at the base of the War Memorial obelisk. 

We hope you did!

discussion points on the 
precincts and just linking 
them to water.
Council have advised us 
that they have received 191 
submissions on the Annual 
Plan and 25 submitters 
provided comment on 
Putaruru Moving Forward. 
Overall, the submitters 
were in support of Putaruru 
Moving Forward, and 
provided ideas that could be

•	 Farms/Lifestyle	Blocks
•	 Pump	&	Motor	Controls
•	 Effluent	Systems
•	 Generator	Sales

•	 Residential	Wiring	&	Repairs
•	 Commercial	
•	 Industrial	

For	all	your	electrical	requirements	call	in	and	see
Wayne,	Jan	and	the	team	at	Putaruru	Electrical



MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR 3

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 

ADVERTISE IN THE PRATTLER

Simply email: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

Mayor Neil Sinclair

NON-DELIVERY OF THE PRATTLER
From time to time we have reports that the Prattler has not been delivered 
to your home or business. Please contact the Manager if this happens and 
we will arrange with the distributor to have your copy delivered.

READING THE PRATTLER ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
The on-line version of The Prattler is always available before the 
print version is delivered. There are two web reading options - go to 
prideinputaruru.com then use either of these two options.

OPEN THE PRATTLER HERE!    or   DOWNLOAD THE CURRENT PRATTLER

COPY DEADLINES FOR THE NEXT PRATTLER: FRIDAY APRIL 22nd for MAY 
Page turning edition.                 PDF download edition.

The past few weeks have been full on for Councillors. There have been our 
usual public meetings in regard to our Annual Plan and we have had nearly 
200 submissions. I can assure you all that all submissions are read by all 
Councillors, and discussed at the hearings. 

Many submissions were in regard to the Te Waihou walkway and the Blue 
Spring and the congestion we have had there over the summer. Council 

has already met with Raukawa on a 
sign to be erected at the spring itself 
asking that people respect the iconic 
nature of the spring and refrain 
from swimming there. After hearing 
the submissions, Council will have 
to decide about any increase in 
expenditure on the walkway. 

One of the pressures that fall on 
Councillors is how to balance the 
immediate needs of the community 
against the long term needs. 

Planning for what may happen in the next thirty years is demanded by 
central Government. There is a 30 year transport plan and a 30 year asset 
management plan. How do we replace our aging water pipes and sewer 
pipes? Then we have to look at what are the likely effects in the South 
Waikato arising from climate change. One change that we already have had 
to make is the size of replacement culverts. They have to be bigger than they 
were previously and that comes at a cost. Fortunately we don't have to worry 
about increase in sea levels here!

Then, as hard as Council is working on getting more jobs in the District we 
can still expect a decline in our population, albeit slower than the experts 
predict, but we will have a large increase in those over 65. Planning for a 
future that will be so different to what we have today requires the Wisdom 
of Solomon. It will require innovative thinking. 

Fortunately, Council is facing up to that challenge and I am pleased that 
the communities of Putaruru and Tīrau have joined with Council in facing 
that future. The Putaruru group, Putaruru Moving Forward, is working on 
an exciting concept plan that will need full community buy in. The Tīrau 
group is looking at solutions for the traffic concerns there and also looking 
at how Tīrau can handle its future. The Leith Place development has been 
controversial in Tokoroa but hopefully with the Tokoroa Business group we 
can make progress.

I believe the South Waikato has a great future. We have just had a high 
powered Chinese delegation visit and we were able to show them just 
what we have here in the South Waikato, and they were impressed. We 
underestimate the assets we have that are tourist attractions. We have 
besides the Blue Spring, the River trails, Barnett's reserve, the Kokako in 
the Mokaihaha reserve, four golf courses, many fishing spots, a fantastic 
unique marae in Papa O Te Aroha, Cougar Park, the Arapuni Swing Bridge 
and of course our central position as a base to other Central North Island 
attractions. Tourism is now the country's biggest earner and the numbers 
are growing, and frankly we miss out. Getting people to recognize what we 
have, getting people to stop and stay in the South Waikato is a challenge 
and we need entrepreneurial people to take the lead. I can assure you that 
there would be council support.

Finally it was a great opening of the Blue Pacific extensions a couple of 
weeks ago and we were able to show Minister Simon Bridges a little of 
what we have here in the South Waikato, in particular the road/rail hub in 
Tokoroa, and tell him about the development of the rail siding in Putaruru. 
Hopefully it will be start of more Ministerial visits to the South Waikato.

MANAGERS MEMO
Autumn, back on New Zealand Standard time, Easter over, ANZAC 
remembered and school holidays. What a lovely mild season we are 
enjoying as the leaves fall and the nights grow that little bit cooler. I love 
this time of the year as the slightly lower temperatures make it much easier 
to get on with the myriad of outside tasks that would have meant getting 
fried earlier in the year. 

Easter in March means the schools have had two breaks in quick succession 
which I’ll bet the pupils have relished and now term two commences...

It was good to see the numbers out remembering April 25th services. 101 
years after the event, the significance of ANZAC Day seems to be gaining 
momentum and that’s a good thing. It is true that those who don’t learn 
from the mistakes of history are doomed to repeat them. I think it is great 
that our children and grandchildren are so interested in all that ANZAC Day 
commemorates.

As the cows are dried off, hopefully you dairy farmers can get some respite 
from the long daily routine, catch up on the maintenance and find time for 
a break yourselves. Here in town, a couple of new businesses have begun 
and we wish them well in their endeavours.

Interesting times for us all with changes afoot in several areas, some good 
and some not so good. Sadly we will see the closure of the iSITE at the end of 
June. We should see changes as the Kiwi Rail and Fonterra join forces to build 
the new secure yards on the site of the old railway station area. Let’s hope 
that means a few more jobs locally and that the disruptions caused by the 
increase in shunting can indeed cause as little disruption to traffic as possible.

As we head on towards winter I wish you all well. Stay warm, stay positive 
and remember that successful towns, like successful people, are those who 
continue to believe that their best days are still ahead of them. 

BUSINESS AWARDS 2016

The 20th Pride in Putaruru Business Awards 
details will be announced soon. 

These will be on the PiP website shortly and in 
the next Prattler.

http://prideinputaruru.com


RANGIURA HAPPENINGS: APRIL AND MAY

We had a wonderful Gala Day on Saturday the 2nd April and the Weather 
Gods smiled on us until around 11am when the Heavens opened. Undeterred 
we all took cover, but things were slowing up then anyway so it did not affect 
us too badly.

We made the amazing sum of $4500.00 which will go towards our Hall 
Renovation Fund. Those targets are slowly filling up everyone! Thank you 
for all your support on the day.

Whilst we cannot guarantee you will meet Tiger Woods on the fairways, don’t 
forget our Annual Golf Tournament 22nd May at the Putaruru Golf Club. Tee 
off is from 9:00am and there is a cost of $25 per person - followed by Prize 
giving and an Amazing Auction. All proceeds go to Rangiura Hall Renovations.

You may have noticed quite a flurry of activity at 27 and 28 Art’s Lane over 
the last few months. We were made aware of some movement in the 
brick work of the two villas at these addresses and after consultation with 
structural engineers it would appear that following an historic earth moving 
event there had been some settlement which caused the bricks to move. 
This has now been remedied and the buildings have been checked and 
again comply with the South Waikato District Council Building Standards 
Code of Compliance. Our sincere thanks must go to the owners of these 
villas for their patience whilst we rectified this issue.

Rangiura Trust said a very fond farewell to Gaye Lamb who resigned as a 
member of the Board. Gaye and her family and husband John have given 
many many years of service to Rangiura and the local Putaruru Community. 
From the 1970’s, Gaye’s mother Joan and Gaye were involved in the setting 
up of the Trust and fundraising for the Rangiura building. Gaye has served 
on the Board for 18 years, the last 10 years as Vice Chairman. Alongside 
this she was very actively involved in fundraising where she helped to raise 
a considerable amount towards the building of Fernhaven, our secure 
dementia unit. John, her husband also played a major role in securing funds 
for Rangiura and supporting the Trust and Gaye in all their endeavours. Gaye 
still volunteers with Meals on Wheels and also comes in and visits a number 
of the Residents here. Sadly her mother Joan died in March this year at 
Rangiura where she had lived for the past few years. A phenomenal advocate 
for Rangiura and the Putaruru Community, Gaye will be greatly missed.  

Jan Tarrant, Minister, also resigned from the Rangiura Board due to work 
commitments. Rangiura Trust are actively seeking new Board members at 
this time.  

The Residents and Staff enjoyed a Wheelchair Derby held by our Diversional 
Therapists. Competition was fierce, but the winners were Dana and Felicity, 
our Café girls.  

We would also like to welcome Debbie Weatherly-Hull who has taken on 
the role of Finance and Administration Manager and joins our Team here 
behind the scenes.  
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SUNDAY 22nd May 
from 9 am  

Putaruru Golf Course 

Entry fee $25 per person 
 

  Followed by  
  - Prize-Giving 
  - Auction featuring big ticket items 
 

 
We look forward to seeing you there 

 
 
 

All proceeds go towards fundraising  
for hall renovations and extension 

 
 

 

 

Some of the shoppers at the Rangiura Gala Day.

Be a reader and a contributor, contact:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

We can assist you in spreading the word... enquire using the above email address and be a part of a sharing community...



COMMUNITY GARDEN

This Summer was the first growing season for the Community Garden and 
it was a bumper harvest. The garden mix from Daltons and the diligent 
watering by volunteers saw a good crop of tomato’s, aubergine, pumpkins, 
potato and capsicum grown. 

Some of the produce was used by the Lions Club to host a pickling class 
and some was distributed to members of the community in need of fresh 
vegetables. Unfortunately the Community Garden cannot sell direct to the 
public at this stage but we are keen to hear from volunteers or groups who 
would like to become affiliated with us: http://putarurucommunitygarden.nz

The Putaruru Community Garden Trust has worked hard to secure funding 
for several Autumn projects. The first project has been successfully 
completed already with three additional raised beds being constructed, 
filled and planted. 

The second project is well underway with topsoil for the main garden beds 
being delivered to the site. 

A third project will see a suitable secure storage shed being located in the 
garden to keep our implements on site. 

Finally, we will shortly be beginning landscaping work for paths, retaining 
walls and irrigation.  

Autumn really is a busy season in the vegetable garden as we prepare 
for the harsher winter months, so in addition to the projects currently 
underway, routine maintenance is also occurring at 12 Scotia Glen Street 
with the herb garden being relocated and planter tubs being removed. 

Seeds have been collected and are being raised here as seedlings for 
future crops. 

The lawns are being mowed and gardens watered, so please come and 
check out our garden.



This little side road in Tirau off the main State Highway 1 is becoming the 
place to go with more and more shops opening up. The street is opposite 
the popular Nottinghill stores and offers a mixture of shopping and eating 
experiences. Tirau Market Hapori is a great little market selling a huge 
range of pre loved 
fashion and local 
crafts , Pippi, a 
wonderful place 
to get crystals 
and hand made 
jewellery, and 
soon a crystal 
healing centre. 
Heidi's on the 
Hill Cafe, a lovely 
cafe serving 
great coffee and 
beautiful cakes 
and savouries, Rehua Johnston Health Centre offering traditional Maori 
treatments, Outdoor Obsession selling beautifully hand crafted sculptures, 
wrought iron fire pits, garden pots, handmade bar leaners and much more. 
Perfectly Imperfect, the latest addition to the street selling up cycled and 
recycled furniture and homeware, individual lovely things for your home. 
Also in the near future a great little supermarket selling fresh produce and 
all the necessities you may need.

Outdoor Obsession
Local resident Sharon has created a shop for lovers of the ‘outdoors.’ She 
makes on site, and sells Outdoor Concrete art under the name of Art Attack, 

which she has been 
doing for 3 years - this 
includes, all sorts of 
concrete features 
from bird baths, 
Kiwiana art and water 
features. You really 
have to come and see 
for yourself.

Last year, she opened 
a shop not only to sell 
her own work, but to 

incorporate local and NZ wide outdoor goodies into the mix. Inside you will 
find plenty to tempt your outside palate, from locally made swing seats and 
outdoor settings, bench seats, outdoor iron art and plasma cut art, outdoor 
platters, bar learners, fire pits, recycled bird feeders - just to name a few. 

Look around and you will also find plenty to brighten up your outdoors from 
funky bright pots, chocolate terracotta pots, wine barrels, ceramic pots, 
light weight fibreglass pots, outdoor LED lights, and copper seed lights. 
Hours are 10 - 4pm  - closed Tuesdays. Behind the pub!

Tirau Market Hapori
Tirau Market Hapori is a miniature Victoria Market within Tirau, at the Top of 
the Hill. We consist of stall holders within the area who are all locally talented 

people sharing our 
passion within the 
community. Stalls are 
available for casual and 
permanent holders. 
They are available 
Friday to Tuesday from 
10am to 4pm. 

Tirau Market Hapori 
welcome your 
presence and the 
opportunity of sharing 

this venture with you. The market offers an assortment of Arts, Crafts, 
Apparel, and NZ Memorabilia. We have Clothing, (New, Vintage, Up Cycle), 
Crystals, Jewellery, Cushions, Bags, Souvenirs, Knitting, Crochet, Outdoor 

Furniture, Alternative and Holistic Health, Kiwiana Products, Jamberry Nails, 
Local Artists, Local Music, Hand-Crafts, Cards, Stuffed toys, Stationary, Knick-
knacks and much more. 
It’s Mission, Without Borders within Tirau and surrounding areas. Any 
unwanted wool, crochet hooks, knitting needles and interested persons 
required. We have a hands on person willing to encourage and assist others 
to learn knitting and crochet. Please contact Lily on 021 081 38124.

Heidi's on the Hill Cafe
The cafe has been owned by locals Heidi and Steve for nearly 2 years now 
and is the number one cafe in Tirau according to TripAdviser reviews. We 
offer great coffee which is roasted next door and all our food is baked by 

us. We specialise 
in delicious coffee, 
homemade beautiful 
cakes, slices, scones, 
muffins and savouries 
and offer a huge 
range of Teas. 
We open 7 days a 
week and have a 
comfortable friendly 
environment, so come 
and enjoy morning 
tea, light lunch and 

afternoon teas. We are very popular with locals and there is always a warm 
welcome and pleasant atmosphere. 

We use free range eggs for all our baking and all our meat is free range 
and gluten free. We have gluten free options available which taste just as 
yummy as the regular baking.

We do not offer breakfasts or do menu food as we our focus is on being a 
great quality coffee/tea shop with beautiful homemade baking, decorative 
cakes, a comfortable environment and very friendly helpful staff. 

We also make cakes for special occasions, birthdays, anniversaries and we 
can also offer cake and slice platters if you are having friends or family visiting 
you. Hand made chocolates and locally made Ice cream will be available soon 
and watch out for our new desserts and special drinks in the near future.

We are also changing the look of the cafe over the next few weeks to work 
with our new concept. We are a great place to come to if you want to be 
looked after and enjoy coffee with friends and family. You can buy coffee 
beans and ground coffee from us and also t Leaf T and have a range of deli 
products which will be growing as we move forward. 

Perfectly Imperfect Furniture and Homeware
The newest addition to the street, with the entrance via the cafe. We are 
all about up cycled and recycled lovely things for your home. We have good 
quality vintage and retro pieces, some have been painted and others are as 

they were. 
We have lots of 
interesting things 
made from recycled 
wood, from egg 
boxes to notice 
boards, to tables. 

We also have a range 
of unloved furniture 
waiting for you to 
restore and love. 

We are constantly getting in new pieces so it’s worth visiting us regularly. 

We also have lots of great pieces of art, from small local art to large 
canvases only available from us in New Zealand. There is lots of variety and 
different styles for you to explore. 
We are not a junk store but neither are our products new. We will shortly 
be offering a full range of chalk paints and accessories for you to complete 
your own projects.
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TOP OF THE HILL - TIRAU - SHOPPING AND EATING ON HILLCREST STREET

Pippi

Pippi is a designer, jewellery artist and lover of crystals. 
Her 'cave' stall at the Tirau Market is full of hand-crafted 
crystal jewellery and accessories, tumbled and rough 
stones, salt lamps, clusters, gifts and more. One-off 
pieces containing specially selected stones are hand-
made locally in Tirau. Crystals have unique vibes which 
assist in healing, well-being and overall strength - the 
perfect accessories.

Inside Outdoor Obsession

One section of the Tirau Market Hapori

Heidi’s on the Hill Cafe

Part of Perfectly Imperfect Furniture and Homeware

Pippi’s ‘Cave” and a selection of crystal jewellery and accessories

Looking towards State Highway 1 from Top of the Hill



07 883 7496

bridgestonetyres.co.nz

Putaruru Tyres, 103 Tirau Street

MAKE 
TRACKS TO
PUTARURU
TYRES
For your free  
tyre check

GET SET 
FOR THE 
WET
Whatever you need for 
winter, come in and see 
us for our best price, 
service and care.

883 7496
bridgestonetyres.co.nz

Putaruru Tyres, 103 Tirau Street.

Car Tyres
4x4 Tyres
Van Tyres
Punctures

Alignment
Balancing
Nitrogen
Batteries

PHOTO DETECTIVES REQUIRED
This photo was found inside a book at the Putaruru Art and Craft shop in 
Princes Street. They are keen to find the owner and/or identify the people in 
the wedding party. A complimentary restored copy has been made for you.



TIRAU PLAYCENTRE

This year at Tirau Playcentre to strengthen our centre Whanaungatanga, 
(sense of family connection and belonging), we have focused on the 
different cultures brought to our centre by each individual and their 
families. We love that our tamariki feel they belong to our Playcentre and 
we celebrate what makes us unique not only in our centre, but in our 
community, and in the world. 

We have spent time celebrating our ethnic diversity: Chinese New Year, 
Scottish caber tossing, Australian aboriginal art and we also explored areas 
of  New Zealand special to some of our members. These were, Te Tai Tokerau 
(Northland), the Manawatu, and Te Rohe Pōtae (King Country). We discovered 
the history of Tirau, and continue our local community hero visits with a 
wonderful trip to Putaruru St Johns - thank you to Jan, Shelly and Toni. 

Our term Family trip was to Te Puia in Rotorua, a perfect way to gain 
knowledge of Tikanga Maori with a guided tour of the grounds and getting 
involved in the Kapahaka. 

This term we plan to continue our exploration of the lives and whakapapa of 
our unique little people in ways that makes them aware of how much they 
are a valued, important, special part of their family, their Playcentre, their 
community, their country, and universe!

Please just drop in on a session if you have a curious little person with 
energy to burn. Feel free to contact Melissa on 020 1 071 9181 if you have 
any questions.
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCES
 • jersey colour changed
 • box label reversed
 • bowl colour changed
 • extra person
 • light missing
 • house missing

Answers
to the 

Puzzles from page 20 
of the Prattler.

 All original puzzles are the 

copyright of Pride in Putaruru.

WHAT’S UP
 • it’s Feijoa season - yea for the green    
  delights - but you have to be in NZ because 
  look at their price in OZ!

 • What a great variety of shows
  being put on at the Plaza. 

  One particular gem was 
  that of the Carnivorous Plant 
  Society. Original music and 
  animations... 

  Also check out on The Plaza 
  Prattler page the treats still 
  in store for us this year.

 • the extended autumn this year

WHAT’S DOWN
 • ongoing issues with the precious Te Waihou 
  and Blue Spring.

 • speeding bikes and skateboards on the footpaths 
  again - perhaps the holidays had something to 
  do with it.

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW PUTARURU?
Where would you find this object? 

Email your details of the location to: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

The March Mystery Object was identified by 19 people. It was part of the 
Graham Brown & Co Ltd signage.

 Like to suggest a mystery object? Please use this email address:

 theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

•
•

•

•

• •

AUTUMN THOUGHTS
Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.  [Albert Camus]

When I speak
My lips feel cold - 
The autumn wind.  [Basho]

“She calls it “stick season,” this slow disrobing of summer, 
leaf by leaf, till the bones of tall trees rattle and scrape in the wind.”  [Eric Pinder]

Autumn Effect at Argenteuil (1873) [Claude Monet]

Quattro Stagioni: Autunno 
(1993-5) [Cy Twombly]

Swinging on delicate hinges
the Autumn Leaf
Almost off the stem.  [Jack Kerouac]

autumn is leaving -
tugging each others’ branches
two pine trees  [Shiki]

The falling leaves drift by my window
The falling leaves of red and gold
I see your lips, the summer kisses
The sunburned hands I used to hold
Since you went away the days grow long
And soon I'll hear old winter's song
But I miss you most of all, my darling
When autumn leaves start to fall  [Autumn Leaves Eva Cassidy]

You can’t hide your true colours as you approach the autumn of 
your life.  [Anon]

Delicious autumn!
My very soul is wedded to it. 
If I were a bird I would fly about the earth seeking  successive 
autumns. [George Eliot] 

mailto:theprattler%40prideinputaruru.com?subject=


PRATTLER ADVERTISING

Our special of 6 advertisements for the cost of 5 is currently 
being run for all copy sizes. 

Your business can be featured for as little as $30+gst per issue. 
4100 copies are distributed throughout the area.

Go to: prideinputaruru.com/the-prattler/prattler-advertising/ 
for pricing and click on the link requesting more information. 

We can also design adverts for you at a very reasonable cost.

Please discuss your requirement with us - no obligation.

WAOTU-PUKETURUA PLAYCENTRE 

April 1st was a fantastic day for the 5th Annual pumpkin and sunflower 
competition in Waotu, run by the Waotu-Puketurua Playcentre as a fund-
raiser for building maintenance. This year the exterior of our building is 
being painted. We are putting slip safe matting on our outdoor ramps and 
just recently the porch area has been enclosed to make it an all-weather 
use area. We raised a $516.30 to go towards these projects.

Pumpkins of all types, shapes, sizes and colours, as well as sunflowers big 
and small, began arriving at the Waotu Memorial Park 9am for weigh in 
and measuring. There were 47 school entrants, 15 adult entries and 4 pre-
school entrants, a total of 133 pumpkins. 

In the sunflower section there were 32 entrants with a total of 50 
sunflowers entered. Te Waotu School children and visitors enjoyed a 
sausage sizzle at lunchtime while the judges, Don McKinnon and Glen 
Calahan deliberated the winners. 

Prize giving was held in the Rongowhitiao Hall at Te Waotu School and the 
results were as follows:

PUMPKIN COMPETITION WINNERS
 Biggest Pumpkin
  1st  Chloe Bowers  79.5kgs 
  2nd  Jack Gray  79kgs
  3rd  Emma Gray  60kgs   
 Biggest Pumpkin - Preschool  
    Katrina Winter   63 kgs
 Biggest Pumpkin - Adults  
    Stephen Gray  80kgs
 Best Colour  Wyatt Davies
 Ugliest  Benjamin Schwass
 Weirdest Shape Katelyn Bowers
 Smallest  Emma Gray    78gms
 Best Dressed  Emma Gray
 Fastest  Conrad Simpson
 Furthest  Ben Kerton
 Judges Picks  Phineas Cobb and Charles Winter

SUNFLOWER COMPETITION WINNERS
 Biggest Diameter  Rueben Hunt     47cm
 Best Shape   Chloe Bowers 
 Smallest   Samuel Davies Smith 5mm
 Most Unusual  Mitchell De Vries
 Most Flower Heads Daniel McKinnon    (12) 
Prize giving was followed by the most anticipated event of the day - pumpkin 
racing. There were plenty of cheers, claps, smiles and laughter as the 
pumpkins were let loose down the hill. Wayward pumpkins crashed into the 
tractors near the finish line while others split apart raising cheers of delight.

It was another successful Pumpkin and Sunflower competition, made even 
better by our fabulous sponsors: Farmsource, Bunnings, Don McKinnon, 
Unichem Chemist (all from Putaruru), Westpac, Bell Booth and Mighty Fine 
Meats, (Tokoroa). Thanks also to Te Waotu School for their support.
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Got an event 
or community 

function 
coming up?

Email details for the 
Pride in Putaruru 
website diary to:

pipdiary@prideinputaruru.com
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PUTARURU LIONS
Putaruru Lions have been able to enjoy a very social few 
months with a car rally outing last month travelling round the 
South Waikato, we navigated our way, finishing for a BBQ at 
Bulmers Landing. It was a great day out and enjoyed by all.

Lions joined Rotary for our dinner meeting this month. The guest speaker 
was Maurice O’Connor from the Correction Service. He spoke about his 
30 years in the service and how he become a Sniffer Dog Handler and the 
training of his dog Radar. Radar was brought into the meeting room just 
before the end. It was very obvious to see the devoted bond between 
them. We were told how they are very seldom apart and how much the 
Radar loves his work. Thanks to Rotary for a wonderful night.

The Community Gardens was helped with 10 truck loads of shavings donated 
by a local farmer, and delivered using the Lions Truck. What a great place it is.

Once again Lions members helped with the Rangiura Gala Day, helping set 
up, and with stalls.

The Generator this year was well planned. Even the weather was a plus. 
Lions were on marshalling duties. It is amazing how appreciative the bikers 
are with a thumbs up, wave or a thanks as they pass. It makes it a pleasure 
to help.

The Lions Baby Sitting course starts in May, with 18 registered to take part - 
a good response.

We also have two young men this time as well. Some St John and Guides 
are attending as part of their requirements for badges and awards they are 
working towards.

Mobility Scooters are available from Lions Club at present, for a small charge of 
$200 per Year. If you would like more information phone Dean 07 883 3357.

Lions welcome new members. If you like helping our community contact 
Sue Harper 027 291 9667 for further information, or any Lions member.

As the nights get colder and longer take care and keep warm.

Margaret Stirling hopes Radar is honest.



12LYNLEY EDMEADES HAS HER FIRST POETRY COLLECTION PUBLISHED

Lynley Edmeades, who grew up in Putaruru, has just had her first poetry 
collection As the Verb Tenses, published.

 There’s a yellow house
 inside a wide green paddock.
 The porch is rusted red
 and the door is a ranchslider. 
 It’s 1985. Chickens
 are chooks and the coal-range
 is fed with Pinus Radiata. [from Whites Road]

Lynley moved into poetry through her photography studies after realising 
she was frequently taking pictures of words. One of her lecturers observed, 
“I think you’re more interested in words than images,” (with reference to a 
photo shoot she was doing at the time). 

 To form a future, you must have
 two parts; a small part of the verb to go
 and another, the infinitive. [from Parlez-Vous]

After completing her degree in photography, Lynley travelled throughout 
the UK and India. Writing started to become more important. When young, 
although not having formally studied poetry she was encouraged by her 
mother, Carol Edmeades, to write stories.

After acknowledging her attraction to writing, Lynley returned to New 
Zealand to study English at Victoria University and worked at Unity Books 
during this time. She was writing poetry and participating in local writing 
groups and admits that what she thought outstanding then, was not always 
seen in the same way by others.

Wanting to progress her poetry writing, Lynley travelled to Belfast and 
completed a Masters in Creative writing. This was a conscious effort to 
extend her writing horizons. 

 Birds sit in trees older than me.
 There’s a church older than my country.
 Tourists are taking pictures
 of a mural, what’s left of one:
 release our something men,
 we shall something up. [East Belfast]

In Belfast, she was tutored and inspired by the acclaimed Irish poet 
Sinéad Morrissey. Sinéad is acknowledged in Lynley’s first publication. She 
described Sinéad Morrissey as a passionate inspiration who “wants you to 
be a good poet. Sinéad was very honest and has a strong history in Irish 
poetry,” said Lynley.

 In the afternoon, peasant women set up shop
 beside their streetside fish smokers.
 Look, she said, from here you can see
 where the mountain range begins ...

 And I wondered: what’s the use
 being a tourist in a place like this?
 It’s like bathing in clothes,
 kissing a lover through a handkerchief.

 And now we go to eat something, she said,
 with more question than answer in her voice.
 At sunrise, a din of howls filled the valley
 with the canine sound for world. [Lake Baikal - for Sinéad Morrissey]

Newly published Lynley is trying to “follow her nose” and is currently 
experimenting more freely with language and forms than she does in first 
publication. She describes As the Verb Tenses as “quite old” now because it 
took a long time to be published. Her new directions are seen as a start of 
an emerging second collection.

Lynley found the publishing process quite slow because, having worked in 
the book trade, she was adamant about having a good publisher. She saw 
many books coming in that were dismissed largely because they were not 
from quality publishing houses.

Now in the business of writing poems she does not want to be a publisher 
as such and sees the benefits of being able to draw on strong editorial 
resources that a quality publisher offers.

Lynley is now completing a PhD in English. In essence, her study examines 
sound in avant-garde poetry. The relationship and intersection between 
music and poetry is a large part of this work, and specifically the work of 

Gertrude Stein, John Cage and Caroline Bergvall. Rhythm and the spoken 
word have a strong attraction for Lynley. She reads her work out loud to see 
how it sounds, especially when it’s close to being finished. The sound of 
words at work.

 I wait at top
 a wooden glock-
 like figure, and
 I match square block
 below. And tick
 talk tell them when
 to play to play
 again. Not then.
 I tick. I tock
 time. Time ticks me. [Metronome - from Instrumental]

While in a classroom of young children in England recently, she read some 
of her work. With children, Lynley thinks poetry is principally about sound. 
Kids don’t say, “what does it mean?” 

A diary is used to capture ideas/sounds, but once something is “coming 
along,” she starts typing it to see how it feels - then explores fonts - thus the 
poem begins to become real.

“You need patience to be a poet. There can be a long gestation period until 
the poem is ready,” observes her partner Neil.

As the Verb Tenses was launched at Unity Books, Wellington earlier this 
month. The shop was packed with family and friends. Wellington poet and 
recent Burns fellow Louise Wallace introduced Lynley’s book As the Verb 
Tenses, saying that writers these days “don’t just stumble into the good 
fortune of publication,” and that this book was testament to Lynley’s years 
of dedication and hard work. 

Next Lynley spoke, and 
thanked her friends, family, 
and publishers. 

As the Verb Tenses is an 
impressive first collection 
from Lynley. One is taken on a 
crisp visual feast of memories, 
observations and wonderings, 
crafted with qwerty rhythms 
and sensory sound. 

William Carlos Williams would 
have gladly claimed these 
textual plums from his icebox. 

The Prattler thanks Otago 
University Press for allowing it to 
print extracts from As the Verb 
Tenses, by Lynley Edmeades. 

Copies are available in all good 
book shops, or directly from 
Nationwide Books:
(www.nationwidebooks.co.nz)

Lynley speaking at her book launch.

http://www.nationwidebooks.co.nz
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PiP TV

We’ve started the year off with a few great shows at The Plaza! A stand out 
was Michele A’Court Stuff I Forgot to Tell My Daughter which had a great 
crowd in fits of laughter. Michelle was very complimentary of The Plaza and 
local theatre in general: “Every theatre is different. But the people are the 
same. They’re proud of their seating, or their lighting rig, or their warm wood 
acoustics, or their hospitality... other things might go to hell in a handcart but 
please hold on to these spaces. They say more about them than the empty 
shops on the main street or the people ordering coffee in their onesies.” 
[Source: courtesy of Fairfax Media]

We’ve got plenty more to look forward to for 2016, so please do continue 
to support our events at The Plaza.

Into The East Wednesday, 18th May. Tickets $20
Into The East achieved hit duo status in 2015 winning many fans around the 
country as well as a new recording 
contract on artistssignal.com. 
The Southland duo of Graeme 
Woller and Liv McBride have been 
refining their craft for the past 
nine years. They credit Alison 
Krauss, Ryan Adams, Laura Marling 
and Josh Ritter as influences. Their 
new CD, Fight From The Inside is 
beautifully crafted and quite sublime. This is an emotionally cohesive batch 
of songs that serve as internalised meditations on the ups and downs of life 
and love. It’s hard to pick a standout because one song effortlessly flows into 
another right from the massed chorus refrain of the immortal George Harrison 
line “All things must pass,” which introduces the first single On The Run.

The Ladykillers Friday, 10th June. Tickets $46 per person. Show starts 8pm 
The Lady Killers are three of NZ’s favourite vocalists having the time of 
their lives, lovingly harmonizing their favourite songs and yours. Tina Cross, 
Suzanne Lynch and Jackie Clarke 
recently celebrated 10 years 
singing up a storm together with 
a sell-out concert series around 
Auckland. The Live & Kicking Tour 
continues that celebration, with 
a select number of North Island 
dates starting early June. The 
Lady Killers will be interpreting 
Queen, The Beach Boys, Neil Finn, 
Meghan Trainor, Dolly Parton, 
James Bay, Neil Young, Michael 
Jackson and many more iconic 
artists, in their own inimitable 
style. From a whisper to a scream, 
and everything in between, a Lady 
Killers show is a wild ride through 
music genres presented with seasoned sophistication and a fair dollop 
of humour. Tina, Jackie and Suzanne are joined by piano maestro Grant 
Winterburn for The Live & Kicking Tour. Grab your BFF’s and come along!

Mr and Mrs Alexander Tuesday, 14th June. Tickets $20
Original Theatre and Comedy Magic from David 
Ladderman and Lizzie Tollemanche. MEET THE 
MOST NOTORIOUS COUPLE IN COLONIAL SHOWBIZ! 
“An absolute and pure delight. It’s engaging, 
edge-of-your-seat, breath-taking fun… This is the 
exact show you want to see. It will be one you 
remember and talk about years down the road.” 
On Stage Ottawa. “Tollemache and Ladderman 
have concocted a magical show, and it’s not to be 
missed.” CBC. “A wildly watchable bag of tricks… 
combines awe-inspiring illusionism with some twisty 
narrative surprises.” Winnipeg Free Press. “Made 
the audience go ‘Wow!’ Left everyone mesmerised. 
Get your tickets early,” Ottawa Tonight.

The NZ Creedence Clearwater Revival Tribute Show  Saturday, 9th July
A professional live band delivering a top quality musical experience 
celebrating the music of 
Creedence Clearwater 
revival, (also known as CCR).

This act has toured the 
country playing to sold out 
shows at top clubs, major 
festivals, corporate events, 
and lots more, and delivers 
an authentic and entertaining 
show covering all the top 
hits of this timeless and ever 
popular band. 
The North Shore Male Choir Sunday, 11th September
For the pure enjoyment of keeping alive the traditions of our founders, 
The North Shore Male Choir, with a membership of 50, today continues 
to perform concerts throughout the Auckland province and beyond. They 
go from strength to strength under the professional guidance of Music 
Director, Lynn John, a Welsh Opera singer and tutor of renown.

The Topp Twins Saturday, 8th October
New Zealand’s national treasurers The Topp Twins, aka identical twin sisters 
Lynda and Jools Topp, have performed around the world as an original 
country-music comedy duo for more than 25 years and continue to delight 
audiences from the alternative to the mainstream. No other act has such 
unique cross-over appeal. Ticket prices TBC will be on sale from June. 

The Monroes 12th November 2016
When the band hits the stage you want your jaw to hit the floor. That is The 
Monroes musical mission! A truly international act that is so much more 
than a cover band, having performed extensively throughout the Middle 
East, the United Kingdom, South Africa, Australia and India. The Monroes 
have drawn on this experience and their band chemistry to come up with 
one of the most exciting entertainment experiences in New Zealand right 
now, guaranteed to get your party started. Join us at The Plaza for a two 
course meal followed by a night of great music and plenty of dancing. This 
will be a fantastic ‘Christmas Work Do,’ or a family event. Call Emma to book 
a table (or five)!

Tickets are available from The Plaza, iSITE’s Putaruru and Tokoroa, The 
Storyteller Matamata and Eventfinda.

In other news - we have ordered a new projector and are awaiting its 
installation. We will start our monthly movies as soon as we can and also 
hope to include some additional screenings for youth and families. Keep an 
eye on our Facebook page for Movie dates and times. We hope to see you 
soon at The Plaza! 

PiP TV now has the ANZAC Day Dawn Parade on its channel. Go to the PiP 
website: prideinputaruru.com and click on the PiP TV logo.

http://prideinputaruru.com


PUTARURU AMBULANCE NEWS     

Well the year is certainly flying by! Summer has once again kept us all 
on our toes and already this year we have coped with more serious calls 
and way too many fatal road accidents for our liking, along with the more 
routine work which continues to increase steadily year by year.  
Volunteer numbers at Putaruru and Tokoroa have remained fairly static 
and people in these areas are encouraged to step up and support their 
communities by becoming a St John Volunteer. If you have a passion to help 
people in your community, are 18+, have a full driver’s license and think you 
have what it takes to become a volunteer, we would very much like to hear 
from you.   

There has also been great news from Putaruru station this year. Three 
of our hard working volunteers recently passed their national diplomas. 
The National Ambulance Diploma is the minimum requirement for full 
employment in any operational ambulance. A huge achievement for these 
three girls and of course local communities benefit from their increased 
clinical skills. 

 

The second stage of the re-build of Putaruru station is also complete. If you 
have driven past our hall recently or came along to our Open Day I am sure 
you will have noticed the difference. The old Masonic Lodge has now been 
transformed into the St John Hall and Youth Division. Not only is it very 
functional, it looks fabulous! The strong Youth Division in Putaruru is such a 
credit to the district and the facility should serve them well for many years. 

The hall, training or meeting room can be hired out at very reasonable rates 
by contacting Beryl Garnett on 07 883 8664.     
It is amazing to think that we have managed to not only complete these 
two projects within a reasonable time-frame with the help, the hard work, 
the donated materials, the time and generosity of many people in the wider 
community, but we have also managed to pay back most of the balance of 
the loan in a fairly short time. All up, the two projects would have cost well 
over a million dollars. However, with all of the 'work in kind', the actual cost 
was around $810,000. Although we still owe about $15,000, hopefully we 
can stretch this to finish off with a decent heating system that will keep the 
youth a bit warmer during the winter months. We can all be proud of this 
wonderful community effort! 

Tirau Kindy came along for a visit recently. The kids were delightful and had 
a great time finding out all about the ambulance and the equipment. If you 
didn’t make it along to the Open Day recently and would like to organize 
a visit, you can contact or leave a message for the ambulance Station 
Manager - we would love to show you or your group around.

We became paperless last year and moved from hand-written clinical 
records to a new electronic Patient Report Form (ePRF) system. It has 
improved the quality and safety of our services and added immense value 
to patients and ourselves for training, research and patient outcomes. 
Now we can share relevant and timely information with other healthcare 
providers that are involved in the patient’s care. It often means we don’t 
always have to take people to hospital anymore, which is a good thing. 
Altogether it is a much improved integrated system and is now completely 
rolled out around the country. The service has already topped 100,000 
electronic reports!   
Last year people in St John were widely consulted to help update and 
refresh our values. The values help guide the way we do things and how 
we treat each other. They make our workplace better and our jobs more 
satisfying. One of these five values that I particularly like is ‘Side by Side’ 
(Whakakoha). It means we embrace diversity, views, ideas and cultures. We 
actively help and support people without being asked, and create a climate 
for others to succeed. In other words, we are in this together to help each 
other be the best that we can be. 
Thank you for supporting St John and our work in local communities. Stay 
safe out there! Station Manager, Shelly Flintoft.

Trifecta, ‘Congratulations Girls’ L to R: Carol Baker, Fern Taylor and Tracy Trepels

Volunteer Jan Tomalin with Tirau Kindy Kids and Parents
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PUTARURU DISTRICT SERVICES MEMORIAL CLUB
 
May
 Wednesday 4  Mother’s Day raffle draw
 Sunday 15  Putaruru Street Markets, Princes Street: 9:00am - 12noon
 Thursday 26  Quiz Night, $10 per team, 4 per team: Register by 7:15pm 
June
 Friday 17  Landslide The Fleetwood Mac Tribute Show. $25 per ticket   
  for show and supper. 8:00pm start - tickets on sale now. 
  Tickets from the club, committee members and Van Dyks.

 Sunday 19 Putaruru Street Markets - Princes Street, 9:00 - 12noon
 Thursday 30 Quiz night, $10 per team, 4 per team, register by 7:15pm

July
 Sunday 17 Putaruru Street Markets, Princes Street: 9:00am - 12noon
 Thursday 28 Quiz Night, $10 per team, 4 per team: Register by 7:15pm

April Fools Day was the night that a 5 x 10 metre inflatable racing track 
came to the club! On it were four racing loos provided by Promoking and 
operated by Tony. Racing started at 7:30pm with excited enthusiasts lining 
up for the big adventure and challenge on the track.

Some members of the local fire brigade decided to have a few blats around 
the track to build up an appetite before they had to go back to the station. 

A lot of short cuts were taken but it was 
all in good humour.
Patrons also participated in the loo 
racing competition. One of the loos took 
a dive and was laid to rest with another 
joining it shortly after. Just as well there 
were two loos left to use.
Competition single winners were Joe 
Buckett and Donna Campbell, both 
receiving a complementary ticket to the 
upcoming Fleetwood Mac Tribute Show. 
Winners of the team competition were 
brothers Dougy and Matty Ward who are 
now proud owners of two brand new toilet 
seats. Other prizes included toilet brushes, 
toilet plungers and seat warmers.
All patrons enjoyed the night acting the fool on the loo. A big thank you to 
all participants who came along to experience the racing.
Free van service available Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons and 
evenings. If you wish to use the van service on other days, please ring the 
club on 07 883 8591 in advance so that we can do everything possible to 
accommodate your request. Follow us on our Facebook page.

Landslide The Fleetwood Mac Tribute Show



JEMMA’S GRANDPARENT PROGRAMME
Lilly talks about here experiences with Jemma’s.

‘I started with Jemma’s in 2013 as an Educarer only receiving WINZ money. 
My girls were single parents and young - I told them to get a qualification 
while I look after the children. I wanted to help. “Being able to be with 
my grandchildren is the best part about what I do, having grandchildren is 
awesome - well spending time with them 
is even better.”
“Working for JeMMa’s has opened up a lot 
more things to do like playgroups and art 
classes, the pools and the gym, we go to 
the parks and music is another thing we 
do. I’m starting Playcentre with them as 

well, it’s about giving them as 
many opportunities as I can.”

“With JeMMa’s Grandparent Programme I am able to go out with the 
children. JeMMa’s money allows me to put petrol in my car and go out 
for the day with my grandchildren it’s awesome. For me it’s not about the 
money it’s about my grandchildren.”

BUSINESS AFTER 5 16PUTARURU PRIMARY: THE ICEMAN COMETH
Pupils and many Putaruru families enjoyed the sliding and flying at the 
indoor ice-rink set up in the School Hall recently.

Steve Fall, Chrystal McEwan and  Heather Wood from AON

The March meeting of Business After 5 was held at the AON - Putaruru 
Office, PGG Wrightson Agricentre, 97 Tirau Street, Putaruru. AON is the 
largest provider of insurance broking, risk management and HR consulting 
services both in New Zealand and globally.

AON appreciate that the New Zealand agriculture sector is unique and 
diverse and to support this important part of the nation's economy they’ve 
developed solutions to provide cover for specialty areas such as equine and 
bloodstock, horticulture and crops, or livestock.

AON’s rural business interruption insurance covers you for circumstances 
that you just can't plan for. In the event of flood, fire or any other factor that 
stops the day to day operations of your farm, AON’s business interruption 
insurance can cover the lost profit plus any additional costs incurred.

As brokers, their primary role is to act in the best interests of clients to 
ensure insurance solutions deliver when it really matters. AON understand 
that when it comes to insurance for your property, farm, or family there’s 
no one size that fits all, therefore an AON broker can visit you at a location 
which suits you, and work one-on-one with you to achieve the best result 
for you. They have developed a range of insurance solutions to cover your 
farm, business, home, crops or livestock

AON is proud to support many sports and are honoured to see the Chiefs 
walk out on to the field during the Super Rugby competition wearing the 
AON logo on their sleeve.

PRATTLER PHOTOS

Most photos that appear in The Prattler 
are available for purchase in print or 
digital form. Enquire now.

Email:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

stating the:
 • issue number, (see the front page header of each Prattler)
 • page number
 • description of the photo/s requested

There is a small charge for this service.
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PUTARURU THEATRE PLAYERS NEXT PRODUCTION: BOUNCERS

Get your tickets for the next production by Putaruru Theatre Players at the Kensington Theatre, 
Saturday 14th May then from Tuesday 17th May till Saturday 21st May.

Bouncers 1990’s remix by popular English Play Write John Godber is about four bouncers and their 
experiences of typical British nightlife on a Friday. 

Written and directed by John Godber over thirty years ago, this modern remix of the renowned 
play contains up-to-date dialogue, jokes and music. The play is an observation on life today as the 
bouncers were white, narrow-minded, homophobic and racist and every character is stereotyped.

The show was a hit on both sides of the Atlantic in the 1990’s. Bouncers is a comedy and contains 
strong language and adult themes so a mature outlook on life is needed! 

In 1991 Bouncers was a hit at nearby Tokoroa. Many concerned letters to the editor about the 
content help sky rocket attendances which saw extra nights added to cope with demand!

Four actors are on the stage at all times and act out many different characters. 

Get your tickets if you dare! We would love to see you! 

Tickets available from Van Dyks. Concessions available!

SITUATIONS VACANT - A NEW FREE LISTING SERVICE
Available now is a free 
Situations Vacant listing 
service for local businesses on 
the Pride in Putaruru website.

All your advertisement details 
can be entered on-line, and we 
do the rest!

Because this service is live 
on the web there are no 
restrictions about having to 
have listings for printing in at a 
certain time. Any time is good!

Email The Prattler about this
free Community Service from
Pride in Putaruru.
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SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
 
Low cost group lessons for Flute, Brass, Keyboard, Recorder and Guitar have 
restarted for the year. 

Lessons are held at Putaruru College on Monday afternoons during term time. 

Any enquiries phone Patricia Poole on 07 883 1181.

5 - 9 Duke Street

QUICK FIND TIP FOR PiP TV

Type in pip putaruru to the YouTube search box.

This will do the trick until we can obtain a dedicated 
URL, then click SUBSCRIBE.

PRIDE IN PUTARURU FREE DAIRY OF EVENTS
Is your club, business or organisation making good use of our weekly 
dairy on the HOME Page of the prideinputaruru.com website?

Simply click on the email us your event details for inclusion link to send us 
information about your event. This is a free community service.

PRATTLER PHOTOS

Most photos that appear in The Prattler 
are available for purchase in print or 
digital form. Enquire now.

Email:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

stating the:
 • issue number, (see the front page header of each Prattler)
 • page number
 • description of the photo/s requested. 

There is a small charge for this service.

... update
To help more people connect, the District Circuit on the Urban 
Connector will depart FIVE minutes earlier on its morning trip, 
leaving at 7.25am. This will mean the Urban Connector arrives 
and departs at all connecting stops FIVE minutes earlier. 
Please take note of the timetable below!

District C ircuit...
The morning trip departs 
Monday to Friday from the:
Tokoroa i-SITE 
Leaving no later than...
Morning trip:
 7.25am (North bound)

Lich�eld (stops on demand)
Leaving no later than...
Morning trip:
 7.35am (North bound)
 8.30am (South bound)

Putāruru bus stops 
Leaving no later than...
Morning trip:
 7.55am (North bound)
 8.20am (South bound)

Tīrau i-SITE 
Leaving no later than...
Morning trip:
 8.10am (South bound)

The afternoon trip departs Monday 
to Friday (no change) from the:
Tokoroa i-SITE 
Leaving no later than...
Afternoon trip:
 3.00pm (North bound)

Lich�eld (stops on demand)
Leaving no later than...
Afternoon trip:
 3.10pm (North bound)
 4.05pm (South bound)

Putāruru bus stops 
Leaving no later than...
Afternoon trip:
 3.30pm (North bound)
 3.55pm (South bound)

Tīrau i-SITE 
Leaving no later than...
Afternoon trip:
 3.45pm (South bound)

South
Waikato
District
Council

ROTARY

Rotary Putaruru meet twice a month at the Putaruru Hotel with 
a mix of breakfast and dinner meetings. Recently members helped with 
marshalling at the Generator event. 

We continue to collect batteries for recycling - see the advertisement on 
page 27. We are delighted that we now have 3 drop off locations: PGG 
Wrightsons, Farmlands and Farm Source (RD1). 

We have a new recycling project - used spectacles/glasses. These can be 
dropped into the container at Putaruru Unichem Pharmacy and will be used 
to help provide vision aids to needy people in the Pacific Islands.

We have recently had a combined meeting with the Lions Club - members were 
educated, enlightened and entertained by Narcotics Dog Handler Mr O’Connor 
and his dog Radar - watch out for them on the TV programme Dog Squad.

  

We welcome visitors at our meetings so if you are interested in joining us in 
helping your community, Ring Boele on 07 883 7037 for further information.
 

It’s that time of the year again for...

 BUSINESS HOUSE SQUASH
 EVERY WEDNESDAY STARTING 11TH MAY TO 13TH JULY 2016 
 RUNS FOR 10 WEEKS

 First Round 5:30pm   Second Round 6:45pm
 $100 per team

Teams of 4 to consist of 2 members & 2 non-members (you can have as 
many reserves as you like).

If you don’t have a team WE CAN PUT YOU IN ONE!

Teams/Names need to be in as soon as possible to Savvy 021 244 1688 or 
Kim 021 100 0798.

This is a great chance to try out squash in a social atmosphere with the 
family. After your game enjoy a relaxing shower in our newly renovated 
changing rooms then grab something tasty from our kitchen. We also have 
a wide range of alcoholic and non-alcoholic refreshments in our bar.

Will Judith fly under the Radar?

http://prideinputaruru.com
mailto:theprattler%40prideinputaruru.com?subject=Diary%20Event


Meys Food Ltd: 56 Tirau Street, Putaruru
A new business: 021 0222 8297

Handy Appliances: 4B Neal Street, Putaruru
Commercial and domestic appliance repairs, service & sales 027 295 1550

Steinies HAIRMASTERS a great new look ...
36 Tirau Street, Putaruru: 07 883 3347

GoFox Electrical: Rachel and Robbie Winterson
027 355 4427 or email: robbie.winterson@gofox.nz

RECENT CHANGES AROUND TOWN

Coffee Stop: at the Putaruru Hotel corner.

The Last Tangle: Duke Street, Putaruru
The new owner is Claire Sutton: 07 883 8632

Unichem Pharmacy: 3 Duke Street, Putaruru
New Location: 07 883 7599 or Fax 07 883 7548

Putaruru Meat Shop: Cnr Main & Princes Street, Putaruru
Phone: 07 883 7870

BOOK KEEPER
ADMINISTRATOR AVAILABLE
I can work from your place or mine.

Contact Jo  027 220 5604 

Relax: Kelly Pittams - full body relaxation, hand and arm indulgence, 
scalp, neck and shoulder bliss: 022 186 8133 - mobile service available

Book-keeper/Administrator: Jo will work from your 
place or from home - Phone: 027 220 5604
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PRATTLER CROSSWORD

20FAMILY PUZZLE PAGE

PRATTLER ROUNDABOUTS PUZZLE
Join all the green roundabouts with a continuous line that passes 
through each roundabout once only, without crossing over itself.

SPOT THE DIFFERENCES
In the Rangiura Gala Day pictures to the right, the lower one has 
had 6 changes made to it. Can you spot them? 

1

2

3

4

5

6

Answers to all these original puzzles are on Page 9 of this Prattler.

Across Clues:
1.  a reddish-purple colour (4)
4.  traditional Maori canoe (4)
6.  a brand name for aspirin (5)
7.  a precious stone varying from deep crimson or purple, to pale rose (4) 9.  be constantly or visibly anxious (4)
11.  thin hollow tube of paper or plastic for sucking drink from a container (5)
14. the quality of being justifiable by reason (5)
16. a bread roll in the shape of a ring (5)
18.  a sauce for pasta incorporating butter, cream, garlic, and Parmesan cheese (7)
20.  a low oval basin used for washing one’s genital and anal are (5) 21.  a sacred song or hymn (5)
23.  a trap for catching birds or small mammals (3)
24.  having legal proceedings taken against you (4)
25. an emperor of Russia before 1917 (4)

Down Clues:
1.  foods likely to decay or go bad quickly (11)
2. the fifth month  (3)
3. see, notice, or recognise  (4)
4.  warrant of fitness (abbreviation) (3)
5.  a small room leading to a main one (11) 8.  a counter in a pub, restaurant, or cafe  (3)
10.  a device or piece of equipment designed for a particular purpose: (3)
12.  having considerable skill (4)
13. pass gently through the air (4)
14. a treatment for abnormal cells on the cervix (abbreviation) (4)
15.  slang term for one’s parents (4)
17.  gram (abbreviation) (2)
18.  worship (5)
19.  solemn promises (5)
22.  an evergreen coniferous tree (3)



Family Worship Service 10:30am 

Cuppa available from 10:00am 

Any inquiries can be made by phoning
   the Chapel Office: 07 883 8923 or 
   Kent Crawford 280 8762

  Please subscribe to PiP TV (free,) so that we can
   obtain a user friendly web reference (URL) for 
  our channel.

  Access from the HOME page of prideinputaruru.com

  Episodes being added regularly ...

PUTARURU GOSPEL 
CHAPEL

TRANSFORM AOTEAROA
On the 31st March, Transform Aotearoa opened up the doors of their newly 
renovated building which will be home to their suite of family restoration 
programmes. The building owners, (the Smith family), were present at the 
opening and Wayne Smith was the main guest speaker. “This is a really 
great thing for Putaruru - it’s good for families, good for the town and good 
for the soul,” said Wayne, during his address. 

Wayne noted that it was also good to be reunited with the infamous 
Putaruru rugby twins Lamen and Lehi Hohaia, Lamen being the lead 
community Liaison worker for the Transform Aotearoa Trust. Wayne noted, 
"I used to play rugby with these boys during my Putaruru College years, 
now its great to see them here in support of the community.” 

Transform Aotearoa are now located at 32 Tirau Street, (above the Crazy 
Cow Café), and they offer Support Programmes for men and women, 
teens, driver licensing and testing, as well as dance camps and leadership 
programmes, budgeting and weekly te reo Maori classes. For more info 
about Transform Aotearoa call 021 563 695. Lamen, Wayne and Lehi at the newly renovated Transform Aotearoa building.

TOWN AND COUNTRY WOMEN'S CLUB
The Town and Country Women's Club meets every 2nd Thursday of the 
month at the District Services Memorial Club in Buckland Street, Putaruru.
There is a mix and mingle at 6:00pm with dinner at 6:30, followed by a 
guest speaker.

Enjoy making new friends and learning about current changes in and out of 
our rural area. Contact Lyn, 07 883 4744 or Rosemary 07 883 8320.
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BNZ HAS A NEW TEMPORARY HOME
A temporary home for the BNZ has been deposited at the front parking 
area of the PGG Wrightson Agricentre, 97 Tirau Street, Putaruru. 



23ST JOHN HALL OPEN DAY

Over approximately the last 5 years, Putaruru St John have undertaken two 
major building projects. Stage 1, was the new Ambulance Station for Putaruru 
and Stage 2 was the refurbishing of the Hall, (previously owned by the 
Masonic Lodge), to provide a functional facility for many purposes: Ambulance 
Youth activities and training, a training facility for paid staff and ambulance 
volunteers, and a venue for hire by community groups and individuals. 

June 2014 saw the completion of Stage 1, when the new Putaruru 
Ambulance Station was officially opened and dedicated. This new facility 
was designed to house vehicles and personnel and the ambulance staff and 
volunteers very much appreciate working from their new premises. 

The refurbishment of the St John Hall, (the old Masonic Lodge Hall), is also 
complete and the Youth now have a great facility to use for all their badge 
work, parade work and First Aid training. After having to meet in temporary 
premises, for a period, they are certainly also appreciating their new “home.”

There has been a great variety of fund raising activities and events 
organised over the last few years which has assisted St John in completing 
these two projects. There have been Monster Garage Sales, Special Dinners, 
Pledge Schemes, Bobby Calf collections, 4x4 Motor Cross Days, Sausage 
Sizzles, Busking, Raffles, to name a few, and St John have really appreciated 
the tremendous support received on account of their building projects. 

Support has come from local businesses, community organisations, service 
clubs, rural residents and organisations, local residents, donations from 
funerals, bequests, SWDC and other grants, and St John is extremely 
grateful for the generous giving of everyone involved. 

The Hall was open to the public on Sunday 10th April as well as the 
Ambulance Station. Please support their special raffle -  a “Signed All Black 
Jersey,” drawn 13th July. Phone Tony, 07 883 6969 for details about this.

St John have a signed All Black jersey on raffle - phone Tony 07 883 6969

Above: A warm welcome awaited visitors to the Open Day at the St John Hall.
Below: There was fresh baking a plenty served from the kitchen.

QUICK FIND TIP FOR PiP TV

Type in pip putaruru to the YouTube search box.

This will do the trick until we can obtain a dedicated 
URL, then click SUBSCRIBE.

PRIDE IN PUTARURU FREE DAIRY OF EVENTS
Is your club, business or organisation making good use of our weekly 
dairy on the HOME Page of the prideinputaruru.com website?

Simply click on the email us your event details for inclusion link to send us 
information about your event. This is a free community service.

http://prideinputaruru.com
mailto:theprattler%40prideinputaruru.com?subject=Diary%20Event


THE PUTARURU PAINTING GROUP

The Putaruru Painting Group was established in 1982 by Marie Cross and 
6 - 8 others. Sadly Marie has passed on and of the original group Vign 
Mulholland and Betty Douglas are reminiscent of those days when the 
group peaked at just over 30 members with a waiting list. 

Exhibitions were held at the Arthur Fountain Studio and paintings sold, 
many gracing walls overseas. Field days and weekends away painting, 
workshops by visiting artists have all been a part of the group's activities in 
the past and the current members would like to see the group once again 
flourish. They want everyone to know that they provide a place for like 
minded people in Putaruru and surrounds to come together for painting, 
drawing, socialising and some fun. 

Frances Allen, an artist and group member says, "We could all just paint at 
home, which I also do, but coming out once a week provides me with ideas 
and stimulation and I enjoy receiving and giving help. It would be really 
great to have more people join us."

Mary Rose said that she really liked that there is no formal structure to 
their days so everyone could use their own ideas and paint their own 
pictures, but stressed that they all enjoyed workshops to see the different 
interpretations of the same still life subject.

Mrs Douglas has had a number of people show an interest in the group and 
the idea of opening up all their Wednesdays in May was formed so that 
interested people in the area of any age or skill level might find a place to 
come to be creative.  

The group have been meeting at the Putaruru Timber Museum each 
Wednesday 10:00am - 3:00pm since 2000. 

There is a gold coin donation to cover costs, however the open days are 
free and people are able to commence painting or drawing on the day if 
they wish. 

Interest is welcomed, so why not give it a go by turning up on the day, or 
contacting Frances 07 883 1543 or Mary 07 883 8769. 

Jenny working on her latest painting for her family’s annual calendar.

The paintings on this page show different interpretations of the same still life 
subject by Putaruru Painting Group members. Phone Frances 07 883 1543 
or Mary 07 883 8769 for information about the group.



WAOTU PUKETURUA GARDEN CIRCLE

Waotu Puketurua Garden Circle started the year off on Monday 22nd 
February with an amazing visit to four local Putaruru gardens - we continue 
to find such special gardens to visit. 

Our March outing was to the Katikati district. We visited a lady who does 
Topiary. She demonstrated the art and different styles. 

We then visited ‘Incredible Edibles,’ a property where every plant has some 
part edible. This was very interesting and a lot of tasting happened as we 
wandered around the gardens and orchards.

Our last outing in April was to the Rotorua District - a long day visiting 5 
amazing gardens as we travelled around the entire lake.

With winter approaching and gardens generally in maintenance mode we 
are going to the Hamilton Gardens - these are always at a high standard and 
always developing.

We welcome visitors so if you’d like to join us ring Joss for more details on 
07 886 8462.
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SECURE SHUNTING YARD FOR PUTARURU

A secure shunting yard is planned for Putaruru and work on it is scheduled 
to begin about now.

At a Public Meeting on March 9th held at the Central Kids Kindergartens 
Meeting Room in Putaruru, the opening statement from the KiwiRail PR 
spokesperson was, “what can the community expect?”

These are some of those expectations along with information provided at 
the meeting.

Who Owns the Land? 
The land belongs to KiwiRail. Fonterra are paying KiwiRail for this operation.

What Shunting is Involved?
This will occur in the morning about 5:30am and in the evening about 5:30pm. 
Wagons will be brought to Putaruru and left in the shunting area. Here they 
will be broken down into 4 smaller groups which go to Lichfield for loading. 
The off-loading is said to take about 10 minutes. No trucks are involved.

Why is this a Secure Site?
The whole site is “secure” because materials inside the area are ‘bonded’ 
and certified because it’s a Customs controlled area. Customs are involved 
because of the requirement for goods to be secure from the time they leave 
a site, (Litchfield), till the time they arrive at their unloading destination.

The permanent fence to be erected around the operation would have to 
in accordance with SWDC regulations because barbed wire in an urban 
environment is not approved. 

There will be one extra lighting tower erected and designed so that it shines 
down on the area, rather than on surrounding buildings. 

Noise Abatement
There will be two railway lines within this fenced area, but the meeting 
was told there was no need to worry about noise because KiwiRail is an 
operational rail network and they are permitted to shut 24 hours a day. 
They do not plan to do this number of hours daily in Putaruru though. 
There is an avenue for complaints however. 

Suggestions
It was asked if the whole yard could be shifted further south to avoid being 
too close to the Main Street crossing. This question was to be taken back by 
the KiwiRail PR representative for an answer to be given. 

Concerns
This new facility has the potential to block the Main Street crossing 
up to 4 times a day for about 5 minutes at a time.

There was an assurance that the railway crossing in Main Street would 
never compromise emergency services access, (such as Ambulance, Fire 
Brigade and Police), in the event of critical call-outs.

Communication with the Public
An audience member asked how the general public will know what is going 
to happen? “By Public Notice,” (as was used to call the meeting being 
reported on), was the reply given.

Another question asked was, why was the public not advised earlier about 
the project, seeing that this meeting was on March 9th and work was to 
begin in April. This question was also going to be researched and an answer 
communicated back to those attending.

Unfortunately, although having provided an email contact address, no answer 
has been communicated back to The Prattler about any of these matters.

Other Opportunities
The project can also open up rail freight opportunities to Domain Road 
businesses and be the start of better things to come, as more people join in, 
thus reducing many road freight movements.

Beautification
Beautification of the whole area was discussed as many spots are an 
“eyesore,” both within the general railway yards and the area between the 
roadside and the railway line as it travels South from Putaruru.

Having a bonded facility and the potential to improve rail access for local 
industry and business is a positive move, but the public communication 
involved in this process needs improvement.
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GET A LIFE AT THE START CAREERS & START LIVING EXPO

Get a Life at the Start Careers & Start Living Expo 2016, Monday, 20th June 
2016, 9am to 3pm at the South Waikato Sport & Events Centre, Mossop 
Road, Tokoroa.

The Start Careers & Start Living Expo 2016 is almost upon us for the fourth 
successful year and everyone is welcome - free of charge! If you are looking 
for a new career, to up skill, to widen your skills or to Start Again, this is the 
place to come to meet the training organisations and support organisations 
who can point you to the life you want. 

There are over 40 exhibitors already booked including: Taratahi Agricultural 
Training, Bay of Plenty/Waiariki Polytech, Waikato University, Wintec, Te 
Wananga o Aotearoa, Te Wananga o Raukawa, South Seas Television, PIHMS 
(Hotel Management), NZ School of Tourism, Canterbury University, MIT 
(Manukau Institute Technology), NZ Police, NZ Fire Department, NZ Defence 
Force (Army, Navy, Airforce), Department of Corrections, St Johns, College 
of Chiropractic, ACE (Adult Continuing Education), Graham Brown & Co Ltd 
- Accountants, Moving Mountains, SW District Council, Viviers Beauty, Te 
Mana Toi, and Westpac.

The Start Living section of clubs, sports and support organisations includes 
Raukawa Charitable Trust (including whanau, health and well-being support 
services), SWPIC (SW Pacific Island Community), Wera/WACA, Care NZ, 
TCOSS, YMCA, SW Achievement Centre and more to come.

All Tokoroa secondary schools attend the Start Expo every year. Putaruru 
College also sends students. Entry is free for everyone and adults will find 
plenty to look at as well. 

The Expo is put 
on by the South 
Waikato Lifelong 
Learning Group 
who are all 
volunteers. The 
group extends 

special thanks to Graham Brown & Co Ltd - Chartered Accountants, who 
have provided the necessary funding for this year’s Expo to go ahead. 

The organiser of the Expo, Tracey Deane, says, “This Expo is One day, in One 
place, where One visit could improve - or completely change your life, forever.” 

If you would like to exhibit your business, training organisation, club, group 
or support organisation - it’s not too late, but please be quick. If you have 
any queries: Email: start.expo@yahoo.co.nz

THE PUTARURU TOY LIBRARY

The Putaruru Toy Library located on Princes Street opposite Bunnings is 
open twice a week, Tuesday 9am - 11am and Friday 12pm - 2pm. You may 
have seen us at the Rangiura Gala, where we were able to show families a 
small selection and variety of toys we have on offer. 

We setup our small bouncy castle which is also available to hire and this 
proved to be a real hit with the littlies. 

We are always looking for new members so pop in and see us - you can also 
check us out of Facebook at: www.facebook.com/PutaruruToylibrary/
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HOW CAN YOU HELP THE PRATTLER?

The Prattler is a newspaper and newspapers thrive on news, right? Be a reader and a contributor!

Are you a member of, enjoy, or do you know a... ?

   club               team               organisation               group               society              school                association              hobbyist              family              or similar

If you can tick any of these boxes, (or something similar that is not listed), then check this edition of The Prattler to see if there was news about YOU.

 For those that answer YES, then a huge thank-you!

 If it’s a NO - then you can take positive action!

 Prepare an item for the next Prattler before the
 closing date announced in this issue - OK, it’s June 24th!

 The Prattler Editor is always ready to assist you - just ask!

 The Prattler email is: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

   The Prattler, PiP Website and PiP TV - all helping to promote a positive Putaruru through... 

Views expressed in The Prattler are not necessarily those of Pride in Putaruru.

 

 
 Manager: Lee Robertson
 PO BOX 155   PUTARURU   3443 
 Phone: 07 883 7272
 Fax: 07 883 7272
 Email: info@prideinputaruru.com  
 Web: prideinputaruru.com
 Prattler: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
 PiP TV Channel

PRIDE IN PUTARURU ASSOCIATION
Stu Edmeades: Chairman (Rural Representative)
Doug McGregor: Deputy Chairman (McGregor Construction Ltd)
Richard Heslop: Treasurer (Heslop Pharmacy)
Sheryl Van Dyk: (Van Dyks Furnishing & Over the Moon Cheese)
Wayne Bullott: (Putaruru Electrical)
Andrea Shaw-Thorpe: (Body Ease)
Levana Webb: (Unichem Pharmacy)
Raewyn Whiteman-Thorne: (@Junction Accommodation)
Meg Atkins: (Yorkshire Girl Trading, Arapuni )
Matt Corrin: (Putaruru Tyres)
Anne Edmeades: (Edmeades Jewellers) (SWDC Representative)

This space could have been yours - contribute to the next Prattler 
and prove SImon & Garfunkel wrong when they sing: 

 
“I can gather all the news I need on the weather report...”
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