
Ben Smit, (SWDC) and Stu Edmeades, (PiP) spoke about 
the Putaruru Moving Forward project, (see more about 
the project later in The Prattler).

After the presentations, the large audience was totally 
captivated by Guest Speaker for the evening, Kerre McIvor.

Kerre kept everyone in continual laughter as she shared 
her local party girl skills, radio and television work, 
marathon running, travel and customer experiences.

Don't be surprised if we see in Putaruru an influx of highly 
influential and charming street vendors as they put into 
practice the 'exclusive white dress' approach to customer 
engagement and the closing of a sale.

A warning too, to all future marathon runners - always be 
on the lookout for the 'rhino' in the pack because to be 
beaten by a horn is not the most dignified way to finish a 
race, even if you've had a good oil up to start with. 

The evening then went into party mode to the excellent 
sounds of Coup de Ville.
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PRIDE IN PUTARURU BETTER BUSINESS AWARDS
Saturday October 15th saw the presentation of the 2016 Better Business Awards. The venues used this year were The Plaza Theatre and the Putaruru 
District Services Memorial Club.

Mystery judges, prior to the night, were used to short list and eventually decide on the Business Award category winners. There was also a People’s Choice 
category that involved public voting. In all categories, as expected, competition was very close.

The night’s Best Business Overall Award went to Steinies Hair Masters and the Enterprise Award went to The Wooden Farmer.

Ben Smit and Stu Edmeades during the PMF presentation.

Fred Seidel with the Enterprise Award won by The Wooden Farmer.

Kerre shares an experience - is that her 'white dress' flowing above?

Steine - the overall winner of the 2016 Business Awards.
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PRIDE IN PUTARURU BUSINESS AWARDS
Weeks of planning and preparation culminated in a highly successful evening of recognition, reward, inspiration, and celebration at the 20th Birthday, Pride 
in Putaruru Business Awards. This year the Service to the Community Awards were presented to Richard and Sue Heslop and Neil Sinclair by Wayne Bullot 
and Stu Edmeades. 
Public voting decided the People’s Choice for the person who gives the best and most consistent service and it went to Debbie Sutton. Again by public vote, 
the business that gives the most consistent service People's Choice Award went to Nanas Toy Box.
The catering was provided by the Putaruru District Services Memorial Club, led by Jo Scheres. The Birthday Cake was made by Mandy Grattan and Midori Sushi 
made the sushi platters. Pride in Putaruru recognises the efforts of all businesses and thanks the Putaruru community for their on-going support. The 
Annual General Meeting of Pride in Putaruru is being held on Tuesday 15th November, 7:00pm at the Plaza Theatre. Residents are warmly invited to attend.

Service to the Community Award Winners: Sue and Richard Heslop. Service to the Community Award Winner: Neil Sinclair.

Peoples Choice Award, Personal and Business: Debbie Sutton - Nanas Toy box. Newly elected SWDC Mayor Jenny Shattock and retiring Mayor Neil Sinclair cut the Birthday Cake.

The 20th Business Awards Birthday Cake. Anne Edmeades, retiring Putaruru SWDC Ward Member, is congratulated by Stu Edmeades.

Coup de Ville perform during the Business Awards. Sisters are doing it for themselves - Kerre congratulates Steinie as Sheryl looks on...
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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
A week has passed very quickly since 
the election results became known 
and we have hit the ground running. 
Leading up to Christmas newly elected 
members are facing a busy time as 
we go into induction workshops, 
council meetings, budget workshops 
and annual planning workshops. 
It is exciting times ahead and I am 
privileged to lead a team who want to 
continue to take our district forward.

I am thrilled and humbled at the 
support from the community at this 
election. I am excited to be your 
Mayor and to have the mandate from 
the district to build on the platform 
that has been set by our previous 

council. All sitting councillors were re-elected and the voting turnout 
increased by 6% to 44.41% from the previous election.

The team is a mix of new and experience which gives us a good balance 
and we have some excellent skills around the table. Each Ward has new 
members and I’m looking forward to new ideas and good debate.

I do want to acknowledge everyone who put their name forward for 
election to council. Congratulations to those who were successful and 
thank you to those who did not make it this time but took the brave step of 
putting your name forward. 

I also want to acknowledge our previous Mayor Neil Sinclair and the work 
he has achieved for our district over the fifteen years he has been on 
council, twelve of them as Mayor. He has been an inspirational, innovative 
leader. We as a council have achieved some significant milestones in our 
quest for more jobs and sustainability and I have learnt a huge amount 
under his guidance and support. 

Going forward it was evident during the election that people wanted more 
opportunity for input into council and better communication and I have 
taken that on board. There will be an opportunity prior to each council 
meeting, that’s every three weeks on a Thursday, for half an hour, for 
people to speak at an open public forum. Anyone wishing to speak at that 
forum will need to phone council to book in a timeslot and I will also be re-
introducing street meetings in each of our towns.

It was also evident that recognising unity across the district was important, 
however we need to respect the individual identities and aspirations of 
each of our towns and a priority for our new council will be supporting the 
projects that are underway in each community.

I have been associated with Pride in Putaruru over the years and now 
Putaruru Moving Forward and I have huge admiration for the enthusiasm 
and dedication of this group in support of the future of Putaruru. I have 
high hopes for economic growth in Putaruru.

With your new Tirau Councillor I will also be attending the Tirau Community 
Board meetings. That group is also a very committed group and I look 
forward to working with them as well. 

We have some big issues to face as a district in the near future. The impacts 
of the Healthy Rivers: Wai Ora proposed plan change to the regional plan 
which is out for consultation will have a significant impact on the economy 
of our region and we need to be on the front foot to widen our economic 
base if it is adopted. 

We also need to keep an eye on the proposed Local Government 
Amendment Act 2012 which has been deferred 
until March by Central Government. If this 
piece of legislation goes through as it is, then 
I feel that local democracy will be seriously 
undermined. We have submitted on this 
already, however there may be more to do.

Finally I’d like to say thank you to everyone and 
I am looking forward to the next three years 
as Mayor of your district leading a team of 
talented and committed people. 

MANAGER’S MEMO
It’s encouraging to see the green returning to the deciduous trees as we 
move through spring towards summer. Don’t you just love this time of the 
year, all the new growth, the flowers and the grass growing? The sound 
of the motor mowers increasingly common at the weekend and in the 
evenings now that we are in daylight saving time again. Now if we can just 
break out of this incessant cycle of rain… 

Changes are afoot at local government level as we welcome a new 
mayor and several new councillors. Congratulation to all those who were 
successful and thank you to the others who were at least willing to have a 
go. A big thank you is due to Neil Sinclair for his twelve years at the helm. 
Well done Neil. Public service demands a lot from you and you have given 
more than your fair share.

There are indications of movement here in Putaruru as well with new 
businesses showing interest in our town and a steady flow of new arrivals 
as people from other parts of the country choose to settle here in the 
South Waikato. Houses are selling well and in short supply. I guess that 
means prices will rise too which is good news for home owners but puts 
even more pressure on the rental market.

The twentieth annual Business Awards were celebrated again last Saturday night 
with a good turnout for the evening which started at the Plaza and progressed 
to the Putaruru District Services Memorial Club for dinner and special guest 
speaker Kerre McIvor after which guests rocked into the night with the Coup de 
Ville Band. Congratulations to all those whose hard work was recognised and 
rewarded. Details of all the winners are contained in this issue of the Prattler.

Pride in Putaruru’s next major event will be the Christmas Parade which will 
happen on Friday 9th December. Again this year the parade will form up at 
Glenshea Park and then at 6pm process through the town along Overdale 
and Princes Streets before retracing its steps back to Glenshea Park. There 
will be food, fun and entertainment at the Park after the parade. This year 
the parade theme is Beautiful Putaruru so it will be interesting to see the 
results of our town’s creative minds.

The 2017 Water Festival is being planned for Saturday 25th February. If you 
have your 2017 diary, better pencil that date in.

PRIDE IN PUTARURU AGM
The Annual General Meeting of PiP is set down for Tuesday 15th of 
November at The Plaza. 

The start time is 7:00pm.

Members of the public are warmly invited to attend.

SWDC Mayor Jenny Shattock.

COPY DEADLINES FOR THE NEXT PRATTLER

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 25th for DECEMBER

The Prattler is available 
as a page turning edition 
or for download from the 
HOME page of the PiP 
website:

prideinputaruru.com
prideinputaruru.com
prideinputaruru.com
prideinputaruru.com

Page turning edition   PDF download edition
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VOTING RESULTS FOR MAYOR, PUTARURU AND TIRAU WARDS
The extensive Candidate Information in the September Prattler received 
a number of very positive comments. The web version of the Candidate 
Information also attracted a large number of hits. Although all the voting 
numbers were crunched just over a week ago, the full results for the 
Putaruru and Tirau Wards are given here. On vote closing day itself, the PiP 
Website kept updating the count as it officially came to hand. 
The Prattler acknowledges all those who stood for the Mayoral, Ward and 
Community Board positions and congratulates the winners.
The Mayoral column which has featured in The Prattler for a few years will be 
continued and a new column will give the Putaruru and Tirau Ward Councillors 
a featured section as well. The Prattler acknowledges the quality news items 
that retiring Mayor Neil Sinclair provided for this paper over the past years.
Low voter numbers continues to cause concern when the voice of 44% 
determines the outcome. Of course the non-voting 56% also determine 
the outcome, but in a different way. We all have choices but some suggest 
that those who did not vote should have no right of complaint. Perhaps on-
line voting will be used next time although access may cause some issues. 
However methods of voting have changed over the years and one assumes 
that on-line voting will not be too far away.
Mayoralty 
 SHATTOCK, Jenny (3,284 votes)
 DEANE, Tracey (1,987)
 BLAIR, Alan (1,044)
 GALLAGHER, Jarrad (246)
 Informal 13
 Blank Voting Papers 97

Tirau Ward (1 vacancy)
 SCHULTE, Peter (248) 
 NELIS, Hans (226)
 KEESING, Derek (111)
 Informal 3
 Blank Voting Papers 14

Putaruru Ward (3 vacancies)
 BALDWIN, Gray (1,117)
 VAN ROOIJEN, Herman (1,079)
 BELL, Adrienne (921)
 SHAW-THORPE, Andrea (824)
 SILVEIRA, Keith (420)
 O'CONNOR, Rachel Rahera (282)
 Informal 5
 Blank Voting Papers 37

Tirau Community Board (4 vacancies)
 ROBINSON, Cassandra (464)
 KEESING, Derek (410)
 COLLINGWOOD, Clive (333)
 BURLING-CLARIDGE, Sharon (238)
 STREUKENS, Joke (214)
 SIMPSON, Noel (175)
 Informal 0
 Blank Voting Papers 23

The voter return was 44.41%, being 6,585 votes, excluding special votes.

HISTORY AND FUNCTIONS OF A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
One of the more important services offered by a Justice of the Peace is 
certifying true copies of original documents. This will normally occur when 
a person or institution at a different location requires to sight a particular 
document, but you do not want to send them the original. This is probably 
for fear that the original may go astray. Examples could be copies of a 
passport or birth certificate to prove that you are eligible for tertiary study 
enrolment or copies of birth certificate to obtain an 18 plus card or proof of 
identity for various financial institutions. 
Other common examples would be enrolling for National Superannuation, 
various Department of Immigration forms including applying for citizenship 
or residency or cashing in Kiwi Saver.
Documents are usually paper based but can be electronic. In the case of 
electronic, the JP needs to be able to log onto the website. In most cases 
the person presenting the documents does not have to be the person 
in question. The exception to this rule is copies for banks and financial 
institutions. In this case due to anti-money laundering rules the JP must 
sight the person in question and verify that they match the photo on the 
document presented.
This series of articles will be continued in future issues of The Prattler. 
Remember that JP clinics are held at the Putaruru Library on Friday 
mornings 10am till 12noon and at Putaruru Arts & Crafts, Wednesday 
mornings, also 10am till 12noon. Outside these times, JPs are listed in the 
front of the phone book.

COPY DEADLINES FOR THE NEXT PRATTLER

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 25th for DECEMBER
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Be a reader and a contributor, contact:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com 

We can assist you in spreading the word... enquire using the above email address and be a part of a sharing community...
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ST PAUL’S DAFFODIL AND CAMELLIA SHOW
After days of blustery weather earlier in the week, Friday 9th September 
dawned sunny and dry. Despite a chill in the air many people came to see 
the flowers on display at St Paul’s 91st Daffodil and Camellia Show held in 
Putaruru. 

At this time of the year it is always amazing to see the array of beautiful 
blooms that are exhibited from both local growers and those further afield. 
This year was no exception. 

Thank you to all those who exhibited. Major Prize Winners are as follows: 

Daffodil Section   
 Open 
  Champion Bloom: Tray - D Watson
  Class 1: Evelyn Fitzherbert Cup - D Watson
  Putaruru Daffodil Cup - D Watson  
 Intermediate
  Reid Tray: Champion Bloom - N Martin
  Putt Trophy: Most Points - J Rush

Camellia Section
 Hannam Trophy: Champion Camellia Bloom - Riro Riro Gardens
 Hannam Rose Bowl: Most Points - Riro Riro Gardens

Cut Flower Section
 Lennard Cup: Champion Exhibit - N Tai
 Pellowe Cup: Most Points - K Mahoney

The Children’s 
Sections 
were well 
supported. 
They provided 
a colourful 
display of 
artwork 
as well as 
vegetable or 
fruit creations, 
sand saucers 
and miniature 
gardens.

In 2017 the Dahlia and Cut Flower Show will be held on Friday 3rd February.Business Awards Birthday Cake.
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WAIKATO RIVER TRAILS: WESTPAC WAIKATO BUSINESS AWARDS FINALIST
Glyn Wooller, General Manager, Waikato River Trails Trust wishes to thank all 
of the individuals and organisations whose support makes this project work.

Waikato River Trails Charitable Trust is delighted to be a finalist in the Not 
for Profit Category in the Westpac Waikato Business awards 2016. As a first 
time entrant in the awards the Trust was motivated to bench mark against 
other Not for Profit organisations in the region and to gain feedback from 
the judges to identify areas of improvement to the Trusts performance. 
A big thanks to Westpac and the Waikato Chamber of commerce for the 
opportunity to participate.

The recognition is a testament to the exceptional governance provided by 
all the Trustees who have volunteered their time and expertise since the 
Trust was formed in 2006. The project vision and strategy has always been 
clear and passionately driven by this quality group of people.

The Trust vision and strategy is implemented thanks to collaboration 
and support from a wide range of organisations. Principal Sponsor South 
Waikato District Council and Major Sponsor, Mercury, have supported the 
project from start. 

This foundation support enables the Trust to get on with the important 
tasks of maintaining and marketing the Trails, running events and managing 
riparian planting.

The professional services provided free of charge by Graham Brown and Co 
are an invaluable contribution to the project. The highly capable accounting 
team take care of the financial reporting and payroll needs seamlessly. 

The Waikato River Trails are privileged to be one of New Zealand Cycle Trails 
great rides. New Zealand Cycle Trails, Tourism New Zealand and Hamilton 
Waikato Tourism do a fantastic job of taking the awesome images of and 
messages about world class cycling to both a domestic and international 
audience. Those operating businesses along the trail such as cafes, 
accommodation, bike hire and transport make the Trail experience extra special. 

The project is blessed to have so many wonderful volunteers assisting 
with planting of native trees and helping with events. The planting of over 
65,000 native trees to date is transformational. Your work literally built a 
native forest from the ground up.

Finally, congratulations to the staff at Waikato River Trails, Bridget, Shirley, 
Wayne, Graham, Andrew, James, Steve and June. Your dedication to 
the Waikato River trails project and to the people who use the Trails is 
extraordinary.

PUTARURU SCOUTS JAMBOREE FUNDRAISING UPDATE - FINDING DORY!
The 21st New Zealand Scouts National Jamboree is to be held in Renwick in 
Marlborough from December 29th until 7th January. 

Jamborees are held every 3 years throughout the country and any Scout 
between the age of 10.5 and 15 can attend. 

However, with the 
Jamboree being in the 
South Island this time, 
there are the extra costs 
of getting the Scouts and 
Leaders from Putaruru 
to the event, as well 
as transporting all the 
equipment required. In 
total the Putaruru Scouts 
Jamboree Committee 
needed to fund-raise 
almost $30,000.00 to enable the children to participate this year.

The youth and parents/caregivers have been super busy fundraising for 
almost 18 months. We have held garage sales, scrap metal drives and 
discos, sold raffle tickets and manned sausage sizzles, delivered loads of 
firewood, sold corn cobs and pies/pizzas and we are almost there, but there 
is still a tiny way to go!

So on Sunday 20th of November at 2pm with the support of the Putaruru 
Plaza, we are having a matinee screening of FINDING DORY, a movie for 
the young and the young at heart. 

Tickets will cost $5 per child and $8 per adult. The canteen will be open and 
we will be selling yummy snack items. 

All money raised from this event will be going towards the Jamboree and 
achieving our fundraising goal. 

Door sales will be available - please come along and enjoy a fun movie and 
support our local Scouts!

Shirley, Glyn, and Bridget.

One of the new Mercury sponsored bikes.

HELP US KEEP OUR COMMUNITY UP TO DATE
Lots of things happen in Putaruru between each issue of the Prattler. Some 
events are known, some unplanned. 

Everyone can contribute to this open sharing - we value your contributions.

YOU CAN HELP BY:

•  advising us of any breaking news

• urging clubs, organisations, teams, schools you belong to, to appoint a

 reporter to share what you are doing with our readers, and viewers

•  subscribing to our PiP TV channel

•  sending us pictures of community events

• using the free PiP website diary facilities

WE’D LOVE 
YOUR HELP
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Market your most valuable asset with the best, BURMESTER REALTY

Beat this commission rate 2.9%+GST for the first $500,000 then only 2%+GST after that & we include

Feature listing with Trademe - FREE
Feature listing with Realestate.co- FREE

Burmester Independent Website- FREE
No Administration Fees

No Hidden Franchise Fees.

My promise to you
" I will get the best
price for your property."
- Liz Jones-Parry

Liz Jones-Parry
Licensed Salesperson (REAA 2012)

E: liz.jp@burmester.co.nz
W. burmester.co.nz

"your local professional delivering value and service"

M: 021 663 926
P: 0800 18 88 80 O

N
LY 2.90%commission

up to $500,000 2% thereafter plus GST

One of the Engine Braking signs featured in the current Prattler has been 
given the spin-around.

Putaruru donors were at The St John Youth Hall recently when the SAVE 
LIVES GIVE BLOOD team were in town.

The Topp Twins top show played at the Plaza recently with all their family 
present. The sad news though was that Jools breast cancer has returned.

AROUND TOWN RECENTLY
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCES
 • Hand hold plate changed  
  colour
 • Bar removed from the  
  spinner
 • Cat now in the playground
 • Swing mats are missing
 • Slide barrel changed colour
 • Extra small slide added

 All these original 
puzzles are the 
copyright of

 Pride in Putaruru.

WHAT’S DOWN
 • Skateboarding on the roads at night is not a good idea. 
 • It's October, so Christmas decorations are being sold!

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW PUTARURU?
Where would you find this object? 

Email your details of the location to: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

The September Mystery Object was identified by 12 people. It was the rudder 
and propeller from the boat standing in its yard in Market Street.

WHAT’S UP
 • The upgraded presentation of shop frontages in conjunction
   with Putaruru Moving Forward. 
 • Business Awards acknowledging Putaruru excellence.
 • Locals standing as candidates in the SWDC elections.

Answers to the Puzzles from pages 30 and 31 of the Prattler

PUTARURU THEATRE PLAYERS
The Putaruru Theatre Players end of the year musical Jersey Girls: Farmed 
and Dangerous! season is almost here.

This musical comedy was written 
by Taumarunui Local Lynelle Kuriger 
and has been staged by a number of 
societies around rural New Zealand. 
It is playing in Masterton just before 
the Putaruru season.

The Musical is directed by Tina Ward 
and stars cows and bulls that talk and 
farmers that don’t! It follows life on 
the farm over a typical year with cows 
falling for bulls and farmers going 
about business down on the farm!

The musical numbers are well known 
but the words may differ from the 
original version. Be sure to get your 
tickets from Van Dyks, now.

Show dates for Jersey Girls are: 
Wednesday 2 November till Sunday 6 November
Tuesday 8 November to Friday 11 November
Matinee Saturday 5 November and Sunday 6 November
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New Business Award
 Little Red Hen
 Go Fox Electrical
 Crazy Cow 
 Mey’s Food Service
     

Youth and Children
 Abbey's Place 
 Buckland Street Early Learning Centre  
 Putaruru Toy Library
 Putaruru Childcare & Daycare Centre

Service Industry
 Overdale Community Centre
 South Waikato District Council
 Putaruru Information Centre
 Waikato River Trails
   

Hospitality
 Putaruru Arms Motor Inn
 Putaruru District Services Memorial Club 
 Hog ‘n’ Hounds
 Crown & Anchor

 

Robbie Winterson

Anne-Marie Read, Tracy Dunner, Jonnelle Thompson

Craig Hobbs, Pam Reed, Diana Bennett

Pete Gardner

THE 20TH BIRTHDAY PIP BUSINESS AWARDS
The Pride in Putaruru Business Awards for 2016 were presented at two locations this year, The Plaza Theatre and the Putaruru District Services Memorial 
Club. Sheryl Van Dyk and Raewyn Whiteman Thorne co-hosted the evening. The award presentations were made by Annie Waterworth, (former PiP 
Manager),Craig Hobbs (CEO, South Waikato District Council), and PiP members, Andrea Shaw-Thorpe, Anne Edmeades, Matt Corrin, Richard Heslop, Doug 
McGregor, Wayne Bullot and Stu Edmeades.
In the pages that follow, the names of those who were short-listed for each award are shown, with the winner's name in bold. Over-all category winners 
and those being presented with special awards and recognition are to be found on pages 1 and 2 of this Prattler. The PiP TV Channel also has video of 
these presentations.
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Food
 Rhubarb Cafe 
 The Wooden Farmer
 Bev’s Delights
 Kim's Takeaways

Retail - Local
 Van Dyks 100% Electrical
 Over the Moon Dairy Co.
 Stihl Shop
 Moos Baas Oinks

Trades
 Laser Electrical
 Putaruru Engineering
 Putaruru Electrical
 Heartland Homes

Professional
 NZ Cheese School
 Central Kids Kindergartens
 Graham Brown & Co Ltd.
 Kay Humphries Travel

Health Fitness & Beauty
 Kaycee’s Hair Design
 Hair Affair
 The Last Tangle
 Steinies Hair Masters

   

   

Fred Seidel

Todd and Donna Dowd

Dale Radford

Anne-Marie McAllister and Wendy Karl

Steinie
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Rural
 Gold Pine
 Vetora
 Farmers Transport
 Beta Milking and Water Services
 Qubik

Automotive
 VTNZ
 Putaruru Tyres
 Phil’s Motorcycle Centre
 PTS Plus
 

Manufacturing and Industrial
 NZ Quality Waters
 Big Chill
 Aqua Splash
 Coca Cola

Farming
 Mike White & Alan Syme

Darrin O'Connor

Steve and Wendy Rowe

Darren Gage

Mike White

PIP TV
Video of the presentations made during the evening will be available on the PiP TV Channel. 
This is easily accessed by going to the HOME page of the PiP Website: prideinputaruru.com

Contact The Prattler to discuss whether your event can feature on PiP TV.

There are now 25 episodes on the channel - we aim to add one or two episodes between
every issue of The Prattler. You can help us gain our own URL by subscribing to the channel.
This will greatly help us in promoting it further.
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MOVIE SCHEDULE:
Florence Foster Jenkins (Adult PG) 30th October, 2pm 

In the 1940’s, New York socialite Florence 
Foster Jenkins (Meryl Streep) dreams of 
becoming a great opera singer. Unfortunately, 
her ambition far exceeds her talent. 

The voice Florence hears in her head is 
beautiful, but to everyone else it is quite lousy. 

Her husband St. Clair goes to extreme lengths 
to make sure his wife never finds out how 
awful she truly is. 

When Florence announces her plans for a 
concert at Carnegie Hall, St. Clair soon realizes 
that he's facing his greatest challenge yet.

EVENTS:
State Highway 48  Thursday 20th October, 7.30pm Tickets $30 (Available 
from The Plaza, iSITE Tokoroa, Diamond Jewellers Matamata and 
Eventfinda. Door sales will also be available.)

It's raw and real, has lots of laughs and a few tears. State Highway 48 is a 
New Zealand original work, starring television star Shane Cortese and one 
of Andrew Lloyd Webber's favourite performers, Delia Hannah. It tracks 
the life and times of an everyday family and their friends as they navigate 
the treacherous road of middle age. Changes in the family, workplace and 
friendship are set against the backdrop of the recession and brought to life 
by 26 original songs.

Shane - known for his roles in Nothing Trivial, Outrageous Fortune and The 
Almighty Johnsons - plays Dave the dad, a character who takes everyone on 
a journey through his good and bad days, having been bitten by the black 
dog of depression.

New Zealand’s first lady of musical theatre, Delia, will play Dave’s wife 
Sharon - a suburban housewife: fragile, lost, loving, disenfranchised. 
Beautiful. “Delia is amazing,” says producer and writer Chris Williams. 
“She was cast by Andrew Lloyd Webber for the UK tour of Aspects of 
Love and has toured Australia and Asia extensively, starring in all the big 
shows including Mamma Mia!, Cats, Chess, Blood Brothers and Disney’s 
production of Mary.

The Monroes  Saturday 12th 
November, 8pm. Tickets $25 
(Available from The Plaza, 
iSITE Tokoroa, Diamond 
Jewellers Matamata and  
Eventfinda.)

When The Monroes hit 
the stage, they want your 
jaw… and the rest of you 
to hit the dance floor. That 
is their musical mission! A 

truly international act that is so much more than a cover band, they’ve 
performed extensively throughout the Middle East, the United Kingdom, 
South Africa, Australia, India and our bass player even gigged in Uganda 
once. Scary!? They have drawn on this experience and their band chemistry 
to come up with one of the most exciting entertainment experiences in 
New Zealand right now, guaranteed to get the party started. The Monroes 
are proud to have both female and male vocals giving them true versatility 
that covers many styles of music, but it is the stage show that the band 
are most proud of. Energy, Excitement, Entertainment... And that's just 
adjectives brought to you by the letter E... This is one covers band that will 
excite your senses and exceed your expectations! 

What songs will you hear? Rock n Roll, Disco, Funk, 80’s Pop, 90’s Rock and 
even that tune you’ve been hearing on ZM all year… Don’t miss the party of 
the year with The Monroes.

Events and Movies will all be listed on The Plaza’s website (www.
plaza.org.nz) and our Facebook Page (The Plaza) and the PiP website, 
prideinputaruru.com We hope to see you soon at The Plaza!  07 883 8596 
or 027 655 9715

UNIVERSITY SOLOISTS PUT ON A SHOW
South Waikato audiences will have a rare treat when the University 
of Waikato 
Conservatorium of 
Music comes to town 
at The Plaza Putaruru. 
The Conservatorium 
students are in reality 
already professional 
classical musicians 
in their own right, 
and none more 
so than NZ cellist 
Matthias Balzat who 
last month won the 
inaugural Wallace International Cello Competition in Hamilton. And that is 
just the beginning of the talent on show. 
The Conservatorium boasts an excellent line-up of soloists and chamber 
ensembles playing a wide variety of repertoire with major strengths in cello, 
piano, violin and woodwind. If you are more inclined to listen to voice, 
again Waikato does not disappoint, with its trained students mentored by 
Dame Malvina Major. 

There is bound to be something for everyone on the day; a memorable 
performance is assured. 
University Soloists, students of the University of Waikato Conservatorium 
of Music performing a variety of solo and ensemble pieces, Sunday 16th 

October 2:30pm, The Plaza Putaruru, Admission $25, Students free. 
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PUTARURU RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB PRIZE-GIVING - 2016
The Putaruru Rugby Football Club held its annual Prize giving on Friday 30th 
September. A pleasing and vocal crowd enjoyed an honest and informative 
speech from the Guest Speaker, our own NZ Black Fern, NZ 7’s, and NZ 
Women’s League Rep, Honey Hireme. She gave us some insight into the 
rigours of our professional sports people and the tough journey from the 
Putaruru Primary School yard to the International arena. 

Honey also presented the Club with her prized NZ Representative Jersey, 
immaculately framed and named, to rousing applause from the crowd.

MC Terry Garnett kept everyone amused with his take on a few Putaruru Rugby 
Club identities and did a great job introducing the various speakers and recipients.

Senior A and B Coaches presented their Trophy winners and there were also 
a number of Club awards. A big congratulations to all those involved.

Busy Committee Members and helpers laid on an impressive buffet, 
followed by top DJ Wheelz Music keeping things moving till late in the night. 

It is great to see the tradition of appreciation, respect and rewarding hard work 
is alive and kicking in our sporting community, with plenty of discussion and 
planning going forward into the 2017 season. This was a top night all round.

07 883 7496

bridgestonetyres.co.nz

Putaruru Tyres, 103 Tirau Street

Get down to Putaruru Tyres for your Pink Caps!
Buy your pink tyre valve caps for  
$2 each and 100% of the proceeds  
will be donated to The New Zealand  
Breast Cancer Foundation. 

facebook.com/pinkcapdrive

PINK 
YOUR RIDE

13447 - BDS BTC Putaruru Pink Caps LAM Ad-v2.indd   1 1/09/16   1:38 pm

Johnson O’Rourke: A’s Most Improved

Quintin Makene: B’s Forward of the Year  John O’Rourke: Supporter of the Year

Mana and John  Rebekah Hamilton: Women’s Contribution

Chris Farrant: A’s Player Contribution  Richard Blomfield: Andrew Marsh Award

Sean Matthew: A’s Forward of the Year and Club Contribution Connor Paki: B’s Back of the Year

 Mana Begbie: shows an Interest in All Grades

PUTARURU HOTEL
Quiz Night at The Cook Putaruru is now on Thursday 3rd November

We have a band, Rootz Konnect, coming in on Friday 4th November in the 
Public Bar, starting at 8:30pm.

See you all there!
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WHAT IS A COMMUNITY GARDEN?
A community garden is a work in progress, especially one that has been 
operating for less than 12 months. These are the most common questions 
members of the Putaruru Community Garden hear.

Why don’t they tidy up some of those trees and shrubs?
Then they would have nothing for tree specialists to teach people to prune on.

Why are they wasting vegetables when there are people in our town who 
could do with them?

Yes, you’ve seen broccoli, and other plants going to seed but there is 
method in our madness. That is our future seeds/plants/food so that we 
don’t need to go on buying them.

So what have we been doing? We must apologise on behalf of the weather 
gods for the postponement of the school holiday activity. It is still pencilled 
in for the future. It will include a plant sale.

The weather has also put the dampener on getting volunteers started on 
helping. We are really looking forward to working with new people and 
expanding the scope of what we can offer.

In exciting breaking news - through Sheryn Clothier and NZTCA we have 
been approved sponsorship of our wish list of 3 citrus and 6 fruit trees. A 
demonstration planting at the Garden before the end of the month will see 
the citrus established along with mulching and fertilising existing fruit trees. 
We look forward to finding homes for the new fruit trees in July next year. 
This is an important and valuable head start.

PUTARURU RED CROSS PROPOSED DISTRICT HEALTH SHUTTLE SERVICE
Red Cross, has for number of years, provided a door to door transport 
service to Waikato Hospital Clinics and other Healthcare providers, using 
voluntary drivers and their own vehicles. 

While there is currently a reasonable number of volunteer drivers, 
additional drivers are certainly needed and the transport co-ordinator, 
Marjorie, would be very pleased to hear from anyone, who has spare time, 
who is happy to drive and take people to their appointments, and may be 
interested in finding out more about becoming a volunteer Red Cross driver 
or support person. Marjories phone number is 07 883 3203 - she will be 
delighted to hear from you.

To cover some of the direct running costs incurred by the volunteers in 
providing this current service, Red Cross, has for a number of years been 
putting aside funds towards the purchase of a van, suitable for a health 
shuttle service. Given, particularly, the number of elderly people who reside 
in the area, who are without a vehicle or who are unable to drive, this is a 
very necessary service for the community.

It was agreed at the last Red Cross committee meeting that Putaruru Red 
Cross proceed with obtaining a vehicle suitable for a proposed Health 
Shuttle Service. It is envisaged at this stage that this service would provide 
transport 5 days a week, with perhaps 2 runs per day, depending on 
numbers and appointment times and provide for transport for residents in 
Putaruru, Tirau, Arapuni and districts to Waikato Hospital Clinics and other 
out of town Healthcare providers. 

The committee is currently looking at possible vehicles which would then 
have to be fitted out, painted, sign written and the like. There is a lot to 
consider in regard to establishing this proposed shuttle service and the Red 
Cross would appreciate any helpful advice or suggestions or offers of help 
such as setting up costs, on-going servicing, running costs, and housing 
Please contact Red Cross chairperson Marjorie on 07 883 3203 in this 
regard. Red Cross anticipates having this service available to the community 
early in the New Year.

FREE COMMUNITY ADVERTISING IN THE PRATTLER
A few important guidelines regarding the adverts you supply to 
The Prattler for Service Club Events, Churches, Non-Profit Organisations and the 
like. Please pass this information on to the appropriate person in your group.

We have an established standard size for Free Community Advertisements, 
in order to share out paper space equitably and allow us uniform page layout 
options. Groups may have 1 free advert per Prattler issue. If you require more, 
then the usual advertising rate will apply.

Of course news from your club or organisation can be provided as a normal 
text and photograph item too - see more about this at:
 http://prideinputaruru.com/the-prattler/prattler-copy-suggestions/
  
Dimensions
The set size for free community adverts is Height 90mm by Width 130mm 
(A6 or ‘postcard size’ landscape). Please do not reverse these dimensions. 
Because of time constraints, anything outside this sizing means that files 
may be returned for reprocessing.

Clip Art
Please avoid the use of clip art.

Publisher - the Computer Software Program
Publisher is a stand alone program. You need to own it in order to edit its 
contents. It is not a cross-platform program and has no Macintosh equivalent. 

We are unable to accept items made with Publisher. We prefer copy 
created with Word (or equivalent Open Source software). If you use the 
Mac program Pages, then please use the Save as Word option.

We can Edit and Design for You
If you supply the text and graphics, we can design work for you. There will 
be a small charge for this, depending on the time involved. Please contact 
us for a no obligation chat about this service: 
 theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

Sending Files
 • please send any photos, (in the best quality file format you have), as   
  email attachments
 • name you contributions as clearly as possible, not: “prattler” or
  “April” or “untitled!“
 • send files to: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
 • memory stick - leave at the Pride in Putaruru Office, (2 Overdale
  Street), or @ JUNCTION (9 Junction Street, Putaruru) - contact us if   
  you intend hand delivering files so that materials are not left unattended
 • FTP very handy for large files - an address for this will be provided if   
  you have FTP software

This information comes from the Pride in Putaruru website. There is other 
useful and important information there too.

We urge all Prattler contributors to refer to this information so that our 
production time is used efficiently - here is the link:

 http://prideinputaruru.com/the-prattler/prattler-copy-suggestions/

If you have any questions about Community Advertising, contact the editor 
using the email link shown above. The community advert below is an 
example of one that has been correctly sized for this paper.

ARAPUNI VILLAGE MARKET
The Arapuni Village Market will be held at the Arapuni Hall on Sunday the 
30th of October, starting at 9am and finishing at 3pm. Bring your friends and 
family along to a fun day out in our beautiful village. 
Stalls include a variety of local art and crafts, herbal remedies, bouncy 
castle, mini jeeps and much more. The focus of the Market is the 
community highlighting our unique village culture and natural beauty.
If you are an artist or crafts person and you would like to book a stall please 
email hinelloyd@gmail.com
Inside and outside stalls are $15 and the car boot area $10. Musicians and 
Buskers are most welcome!
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TRANSFORM AOTEAROA
The Transform Aotearoa Friday group have grown so much and are taking 
significant steps forward as the principles that they have learnt are applied. 
Our Term 3 graduates have noted that the course has helped them to see 
value in themselves, open them up to new things in life, and they have 
enjoyed the sense of community while journeying together over the last 
nine weeks. Graduation has been a wonderful time of celebrating this 
growth with close friends and family.

We had a great day love-bombing Putaruru at the end of September, taking 
to the streets with flowers and sweet treats to thank our community for all 
they do here in Putaruru. It was a lot of fun to get out in our community and 
thank our local Police, Social Services and Corrections staff who serve our 
community, as well as our local business owners who keep Putaruru running. 

Joining with Putaruru Gospel Chapel, we enjoyed brightening up shop staffs 
morning with some surprise baking and chocolate for morning tea, and gorgeous 
fresh chrysanthemums for the ladies. We love our community and everyone got 
such a buzz out of letting people know that they are loved and appreciated.

Another highlight of Term 3 has been hosting “People Interpreter,” Allie 
Mooney for two days of inspiration and practical tips on relationships, 
communication and parenting, through understanding how people tick. We 
enjoyed hosting Allie in town for two days as she inspired our Business After 
5 community, local ladies and a wider all-in community night. Her fun and 
entertaining style was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone, while her practical 
insights and stories gave everyone attending some great tools to better 
understand themselves and those around them at home and at work, so 
that we can bring out the best in ourselves and those around us.

We have a very full Term 4 ahead. As the weather settles down, our ladies 
group will be out and about caring for the large concrete pots on Main 
Street. Our volunteers have been out to clear out and clean the pots, in 
preparation for planting with a splash of colour shortly. 

In October, we celebrate two years of Transform Aotearoa here in Putaruru. 
This celebration will be marked at our annual community report-back on 
the evening of 19th October. All are welcome, contact us at 32 Tirau Street 
for details.

TOKOROA HOSPITAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
“We are looking for some great volunteers from Tokoroa and its 
surrounding communities to support patients and make their stay in 
hospital a more comfortable experience.” That’s how Waikato DHB 
volunteer advisor Chris Atkinson sums up the job description for a brand 
new volunteer programme at Tokoroa Hospital.

Chris says they are looking to recruit four to six people initially to begin 
in the role which involves a range of tasks from chatting with patients, 
providing a listening ear or helping with meals and drinks.

She adds that there is no overlap with duties done by paid staff, like 
toileting and moving patients. “We are looking for people who relate 
warmly to others but not in an intrusive way, people who are flexible and 
willing to give a hand but understand the rules and routines of a hospital.”

Chris says volunteers come in all shapes and sizes with a variety of skills and 
experience. All volunteers will be Police checked and go through a proper 
induction and orientation to the hospital and their new role.

“This is a very satisfying role for anyone who enjoys working with and 
supporting people at a time when they can feel lonely, anxious and worried. 
Our staff are looking forward to having an extra pair of hands on the ward 
to assist where necessary and bring an additional dimension to the care and 
comfort of our patients.”

Anyone interested in finding out more about being a volunteer at Tokoroa 
Hospital can contact Jacquie Legros 07 839 8899 extension 22181 or email 
volunteers@waikatodhb.health.nz

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 
ADVERTISE IN THE PRATTLER

Simply email: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

The Transform Aotearoa Friday group.

The volunteer pot cleaners in Main Street.
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Pukeatua School 
 

Selected students 
attended the Putaruru 
Interschool at Te Waotu 
School.  
Throughout the day there 
were a lot of great results, 

On the 9th to the 11th of September a group of 
Room 2 children and seven adults went on a class 
trip to Whakapapa Ski Field for the weekend.  
During their stay they all had the goal of learning 
how to ski or snow board. They all achieved that 
goal!!  The conditions all weekend were brilliant!! 

On the 9th to 
the 11th 
ofSeptember 
room 2 went 
on a class trip 
to Whakapapa 
Ski Field for 
the weekend. 
During their 
stay had the 
goal of learning 
how to ski or 
snow board, 
which we all 
achieved.   
 

On the 31st of August a fun and 
action packed Olympics day was 
held by the year 8s. All of the 
students were put into countries for 
the day. The day was kicked off with 
a torch relay and even ended with a 
medal ceremony.   

Room 3 went to the Kihikihi Space Centre for 
the day to learn about space, planets and 
astronauts and lots of other interesting things.  
If you want to learn about space with an 
enthusiastic teacher, then this trip is highly 
recommended for other schools.                                                                                  

On the 31st of August a fun and action 
packed Olympics Day was organised 
by the senior children.  All of the 
students were put into countries for 
the day to compete in. The day was 
kicked off with a torch relay and even 
ended with a medal ceremony. 

AG Day 2016 at Pukeatua School kicked off 
on a nice sunny morning. The children and 
their animals, which were Calves, Lambs or 
Goats, all had a brilliant time.  Later in the 
week a lot of children went to “Group Day” 
at Arohena School. 

One of our year 8’s Izzy Mcbeth wrote a play 
called “Where were you?” and was proudly 
performed at the Kensington Theatre in 
Putaruru. It was a funny play involving 8 
people.  The large audience in attendance were 
amazed that a play of this standard was 
written by a 13 year old student! 
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WARD REPRESENTATIVES SWDC: COUNCILLOR COLUMN
Putaruru Ward
Gray Baldwin
It is an honour to have been 
elected a councillor for the 
South Waikato and I thank 
all those ratepayers who 
supported me in the recent 
elections. My wife Marilyn 
and I were overseas for a 
period during the voting, 
helping an MFAT funded 
aid project for farmers with 
disability in remote North 
India. Here are several short reflections based on what I saw:

We should all be grateful for good basic services from our Council. Piles of 
rubbish lying around and open sewers are not much fun. We should all be 
grateful for a corruption free environment in handling ratepayer funds. In one 
village I went to, a magnificent three story house had been built for the mayor to 
live in with government funds intended for improving water reticulation. 
I want to live in a district with good roads, available water, parks, sports 
facilities and other amenities. It’s part of our DNA as New Zealanders. The 
difficult bit comes when a discussion about funding starts. I commit to 
challenging our management team in Council to come up with creative 
ways of funding new initiatives, but at the end of the day, I’ve learned in 
business that you get what you pay for. 
I take my hat off to past mayors Gordon Blake and Neil Sinclair who have 
presided over an environment of fiscal responsibility. You don’t have to look 
far around local government in NZ to see examples where councils haven’t 
taken the hard decisions, spent too much and gotten into trouble. Our 
district is not in this situation and we have a great base to work from with 
low debt and a lot of growth opportunity knocking on the door. 
This is my real passion, I want to see our Council become truly business 
friendly so entrepreneurs and investors come to the South Waikato and 
create jobs. If I have one ambition in serving on the South Waikato District 
Council, it is to prove the demographers wrong. These are the people who 
predict that our population will continue to decline in coming years and infer 
that we will become a backwater with a reduced rating base. What a load of 
cods-wallop. We can do better than that. I look forward to playing my part in 
our journey to becoming an inclusive and prosperous community.

Adrienne Bell
Firstly I’d like to thank the Prattler for allowing 
this opportunity for councillors to communicate 
with ratepayers and to explain the workings 
of council. I’d also like to welcome our 
new councillors and thank all of those who 
supported me in my own bid for a third term as 
a Putaruru Ward councillor. 

The next couple of months will be busy for 
councillors. There will be inductions, workshops 
and visits to council facilities. Next month, 

staff will present the councillors with a proposed 2017 budget which will 
be drawn up from the long term plan and budgets. Budgeted items will 
include depreciation on council’s assets and the cost of maintaining assets 
and services. Any increases to projected costs will be added as will the cost 
of new projects that have been suggested by staff or the community. This 
will tell us how much we need to collect in rates. Dividing this cost between 
ratepayers in accordance with legislation usually results in a projected 
rates increase larger than council is happy to inflict on ratepayers and 
so the process of elimination begins. This can be a lengthy process! The 
final Draft Budget and Annual Plan will be presented early next year and 
the community will be invited to make submissions. These will be heard, 
discussed and taken account of in the final budget. Start making note of any 
suggestions or comments you might want to submit to council.

Meanwhile, outside of council, there are a number of events I hope to attend 
over the next couple of months - the Business Awards on October 15th, the 
live stage show and Rock Opera SH48 at the Plaza on the 20th, Jersey Girls at 
the Kensington Theatre starting November 2nd , The Monroes at the Plaza 
on November 12th and Shane and the Shazam Band at the Putaruru District 
Services Club after the Christmas Parade on the 9th December. 

I will also be attending meetings of various groups like the South Waikato 
Arts Trust, The Town and Country Women’s Dinner Club and Rotary. 
I encourage everybody to support our local venues and organisations - they 
are important to fostering a sense of community and encouraging people 
to come and live in our district. An increased population will create more 
opportunities for our businesses and an even greater sense of vitality in the 
community as a whole.  
Herman Van Rooijen
Phew, the crazy time of electioneering, of telling 
every-one how good I am and please vote for 
me, is behind us. I would like to thank every-one 
who has paid attention and then participated in 
the process. And of course thanks to those who 
have backed me with their vote.

It gives me great satisfaction to part of the 
process of looking after the interest of our 
Putaruru Ward and the whole district. As mayor 
Neil often said, the giant is awakening and so 
much is happening. And now I look forward to 
working with mayor Jenny Shattock to continue 
on the path of growth.

If there is one thing I have learned over the course of 6 terms, it would be 
the importance of working together as a team. Strong debate, yes, but in 
the end a united front.

I feel we have a strong team in Putaruru with Adrienne and Gray and very 
good people for the district. I would love to see Putaruru Moving Forward 
to start yielding results and intend to back that strongly.
Healthy Rivers/Wai Ora will profoundly affect both town and country: for 
example all sewage treatment facilities will need extensive upgrades at a 
cost of many millions of dollars. In the rural area farmers will have to find 
ways of majorly reducing leaching of nutrients to waterways. And that 
will come at a cost of investment required and possibly reduced ability to 
produce. I have been involved in farming all my life and have seen so many 
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changes in farming that I have confidence ways will be found, but certainly 
don't make light of the challenge.

About half of council's rate take comes from rural, and roads are vital and very 
costly, also roading subsidy from government, close to 50%, is under review.

So, council will have plenty of work in front of it and I look forward to the 
challenge. Kindest regards to all.

Tirau Ward
Peter Schulte
First I would like to thank those who took the 
time to vote in the Tirau Ward. Voter turnout 
was up 6% on the 2013 election.

Lois Gardiner organized the “Meet the 
Candidates” night in our Hall, where Tirau 
residents got the chance to meet the candidates 
vying for the Mayor, Ward Councillor and TCB 
positions. Thank you Lois and her team of 
“Supper Ladies.”

I am very humbled that the Tirau Community 
has placed the trust in me to represent them at the Council table. I 
am excited for the future of our Ward and am feeling chuffed at the 
opportunity to be part of that future.

Thank you very much.

Congratulations to our new ‘first woman’ Mayor Jenny Shattock and all 
Councillors from Putaruru and Tokoroa with whom I will be working.

I also would like to congratulate Cassandra Robinson, Derek Keesing, Clive 
Collingwood and Sharon Burling-Claridge, (order of most votes), on being 
elected to the Tirau Community Board. I look forward to working with them 
on the governance of our Ward and also the involvement with existing and 
new projects for the Ward. Cassandra will continue as the Chairperson of 
the TCB and with the Mayor’s focus on community involvement, this will 
mean an effective community voice in the South Waikato.

Now to the Future….

I will be working very closely with our Tirau Community Board to bring the 
concerns of the people in the Tirau Ward to the Council table.

Together with the TCB, Mayor, Council and Staff, we will be working on the 
Tirau Traffic Management Plan and with the Lions Club on the Tirau Domain 
and walkway. The new Council will work on the Dog by-law to be amended. 
Some work has been done towards that already. 
Again, to everyone in the Ward, I would like to thank you in advance for 
your participation in our community. Let’s look forward to a prosperous 
future for Tirau and the South Waikato District.

PUKETURUA DISTRICT FAMILY FUN NIGHT
What a great night was held on Friday 23rd September at the Puketurua 
Hall. Nearly 100 people (children and adults), turned up at the hall for our 
second Friday Family Fun Night. It was a chance for district friends and 
neighbours to join together for a meal and fellowship.

What a buzz could be heard as we fed on a BBQ, pizza and chips meal and 
caught up with each other after a challenging calving season. The children 
had their own room to play games and watch DVDs.

Thanks to some very generous sponsorship the meal was free, but 
donations were kindly received from attendees also. Numerous give-aways 
were allotted to the lucky names drawn out.

A huge thanks to the following Putaruru businesses who provided the 
sponsorship: Farmlands, Farm Source, Vetora, PGG Wrightsons and the ANZ 
bank. Your generosity was very much appreciated by everyone who attended. 
A special thanks to Farmlands who also provided 3 staff to help on the night.
The hall is used weekly for badminton and is also available for hire. For 
more information contact Judith 07 883 5630.

•	 Farms/Lifestyle	Blocks
•	 Pump	&	Motor	Controls
•	 Effluent	Systems
•	 Generator	Sales

•	 Residential	Wiring	&	Repairs
•	 Commercial	
•	 Industrial	

For	all	your	electrical	requirements	call	in	and	see
Wayne,	Jan	and	the	team	at	Putaruru	Electrical

SITUATIONS VACANT
A friendly, busy local salon has a chair/room/space to let.

If you are skilled in any of these areas, we need to talk.

 Hair  Beauty 
 Health  Beauty Therapy   
 Cosmetic Tattooing Eyebrow Threading 
 Body Piercing Masseuse 
 Foot Clinic  Nail Technician  
 Makeup Artist Reiki  

Rates are negotiable. Dates and times are flexible.

For more information please contact Terrele Fleming 022 6 159 535, 07 883 
7353, izebelrelli@hotmail.co.nz or enquire at 25 Princes Street. Putaruru.
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LOCAL BUSINESSES: WHAT'S NEW? WHAT’S CHANGING?

The Little Red Hen Bed and Breakfast: 75 Arapuni Road Phone 027 962 2026 
or 127 282 6627  The Roost Catering and Venue also operates from here.

The new Honda Shop is fast approaching completion in Rolfe Way.

Things have been very busy at Putaruru Home Kills, Princes Street.

PUTARURU TOWN MARKET
The dates for the rest of the year for the Putaruru Town Market are:
 Sunday November 20th

 Sunday December 18th

 

Stalls are only $5 each, far cheaper then any car boot sale. 

BLOOD DRIVE

The NZ Blood Service Blood Drive team were in Putaruru recently. 52 
people attended, including 11 students from Putaruru College.

The numbers were a little down on usual, but hopefully the reason was the 
time of year and bad weather. 
The NZ Blood Service will be back in Putaruru on Monday 19th December at 
the St John Ambulance Hall in Overdale Street.

FREE COMMUNITY DIARY LISTINGS
The most comprehensive free community listing of events each week is on 
the HOME page of the PiP website: prideinputaruru.com

To be included, simply click on the Email us your event details for inclusion 
text at the bottom of the listings for each week.

This weekly events diary is open to all clubs, businesses, schools and 
organisations in the area. 

The NZ Blood Services team.
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Be a reader and a contributor, contact:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com 

We can assist you in spreading the word... enquire using the above email address and be a part of a sharing community...
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PUTARURU MOVING FORWARD
The last busy few weeks have included:
 • our Putaruru Business and Community Concept Plan Survey
 • negotiating with several potential businesses
 • meeting with Innovation Park
 • considering building spaces for new businesses
 • beginning our tidy up of shops, pots and seating
 • working with council on long term plans for changes

We were very pleased with the Putaruru Business and Community Concept 
Plan Survey response and results which were announced at the recent Pride 
in Putaruru Business Awards. They are also in this edition of the Prattler and 
on the PiP website.

Our next challenge is to work with our community and council on these 
results and see our town become more the way we want it to be. The ideas 
presented affirm a lot of our thinking and give us direction for the future. 

Being contacted by potential new businesses and building owners helps us 
look at the town business focus and link businesses with building owners 
and mentors.

A few businesses have already raised their profile and as rain stops and 
some repairs are made, we will be able to make some real progress. 

Putaruru Moving Forward recently received a letter from local BP owner 
Karl Flavell regarding the impact of the recent upgrade of his business. 
Other businesses with recent upgrades are reporting similar results and 
we look forward to the whole town benefiting from other shops being 
repainted, cleaned and having new signage.

Karl comments that the customer feedback has been “wow,” petrol sales have 
increased, new LED lighting has resulted in a 40% reduction in power costs 
and this together with new paintwork has lifted the store to a new level. 

“A case in point here is our barista coffee. We had this in store for nine 
months before we upgraded, with mediocre success. Since the upgrade 
sales have more than doubled and food sales have increased making the 
payback on the new equipment shorter.” 

Karl also acknowledges the ‘tough’ times of businesses recently, making 
reinvesting difficult and scary, but certainly beneficial. He also commented on 
the great new looks of Styles On Main, Super Liquor and Steinies Hair Masters.

We appreciate the work of Transform Aotearoa ladies on our pots and 
those in our team who have been out with paint brushes. Some signs are 
underway - watch our website for photos of the upgrades. The feedback 
on the painting of the Recycled Clothing shop on Tirau St has been great. 
Watch out for it being finished in the next week or two.

Some development is about to happen around our Foodcourt and plans for 
an upgrade to our water feature are being explored.

We are a very focused team and plan to see the survey results become 
reality as best we can.

On the surface progress seems slow, in the background we are working 
hard. This month we have had several people contact us wanting to be part 
of the team. They will be joining us to complete different tasks. We are all 
volunteers and appreciate any support that is offered. Thank you Putaruru.

PUTARURU CONCEPT PLAN SURVEY RESULTS
Background to the Putaruru Concept Plan 
 • The previous Putaruru Concept Plan had little buy-in.
 • $100,000 funding from the South Waikato District Council to support 

the new plan.
 • In 2014 Pride in Putaruru created a group of community and business 

people to look at the Putaruru Concept Plan - ‘Putaruru Moving Forward.’
The concept was split into:
1)  A vibrant small town surrounded by a diverse rural community which 

is great to live in.
   • a place for families to live
   • great place to retire
   • vibrant shopping for locals
2)  The best service town.
3)  A great place to stop, visit and stay.
   • A residents’ survey was undertaken to get community input.
Background to the Survey
 • Survey was distributed through The Prattler, online and in retail shops.
 • 151 responses received - 18 paper copies and 133 received online.
 • Excellent feedback - people put a lot of thought into answering the surveys.
 • We asked 9 questions where people told us what they thought was 

important for Putaruru in the future, what they liked about Putaruru, 
what they thought Putaruru needed to do to improve, and how they 
would like to see Putaruru in the future.

Q1 -  Q5 Respondents were asked to rate the level of importance of   
  the statements below (1 being not important and 10 being very  
  important/essential).

Summary of the common themes to come out of the comments.
A great place to live
 • Some people thought that Putaruru was a safe place to live, others 

thought it needed to be improved. 
 • People were proud of the community feel in Putaruru. 
 • The need for new jobs and employment opportunities was highlighted.
 • There is a need to encourage young families to our town. 
 • There is a lack of facilities for our young people. 
 • There was a hope that locals would support our schools.
 • A lack of suitable housing stock and sections were identified. 
Vibrant shopping for locals
 • The need for people to be able to purchase things locally. Many 

people indicated that they travel out of town for their retail shopping 
- including supermarket shopping, because the current shops do not 
cater for their needs. 

 • Encouraging people to shop locally is difficult because it is easy to 
travel to nearby towns/cities. 

 • There is a need for some shops to have a ‘spruce up’ as some look run-
down and dated.

 • The difficulty of getting passing through traffic to turn off onto Main 
and Princes Streets was also highlighted.

The best rural/commercial town
 • This is important, especially given the contribution of our dairy 

industry to Putaruru. 
 • We should not focus entirely on this or we will end up with an 

industrial type town.
A great place to stop, visit and play
 • We need to give people a good reason to stop and stay in Putaruru. 
 • Good quality accommodation is imperative. 
 • The local walking and cycling trails were highlighted as a good reason 

to encourage people here.  
 • Many of our shops are shut on the weekend and because of this, the 

town appears ‘dead.’
 • The artisan food and beverage theme seemed a good idea. 

A great place for families to live 9

Vibrant shopping for locals 7.65

The best rural/commercial service town 7.63

A great place for retirees 7.5

A great place to stop, visit and stay 7.4

Volunteers work on the exterior of Frock Work Orange in Tirau Street.
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A great place for retirees
 • Putaruru is a great place for retirees, but more facilities are needed for 

the elderly eg access to medical services.
 • Need to build on great facilities that are there already.
 • Retirees spend less money than families so there is a need to target 

young families, rather than retirees only.

Q6 What would you like to Putaruru to be world famous for?
  People were asked what their preference on what they would like 

Putaruru to be world famous for. The percentage of people who 
preferred each option is below.

Summary of the common themes to come out of the comments:
 • ‘A lively and interesting place to live and raise a family/retire’ and ‘a 

central base to export the great outdoors,’ were identified as the two 
reasons that people would like Putaruru to be world famous for.

Q7 What are six strengths and assets that make the Putaruru 
community unique and a great place to live? 

The biggest strengths of Putaruru that were identified in the survey were:

Q8 What are six areas that you feel Putaruru should improve?
  The biggest areas of improvement that were needed for Putaruru that 

were identified in the survey were:

Q9 Looking forward to the future, how would you like to see Putaruru in 
five years’ time?

This was an open-ended question and 105 people responded. 

The most common theme to come out of the comments:
 • People would like to see Putaruru with vibrant, retail shopping, with 

no empty shops. 

Other common themes to come out of the comments:
 • Lots of things for our children and young people to do.
 • More employment opportunities and more young families settling in 

our towns.
 • A well-maintained, bustling town centre.
 • More tourist opportunities, a vibrant town with many dining out 

opportunities, good retail and accommodation.
 • Leveraging off Te Waihou and the River Trails.
 • Improved schooling and supermarket.
 • More housing choices and an improved housing stock.

So, what is next?

 We have taken the results and comments from the survey and 
 developed this in a list of common themes. This list will then be used to 
 develop an ‘action plan’ of what needs to be done, and when things 
 need to be done.

The most common themes to come out of the survey:
 • We need more things for our children and young people to do.
 • More employment opportunities in our town are needed.
 • We need to encourage and make it attractive for young families to 

settle in our towns.
 • We need to create more opportunities to become a visitor destination 

by leveraging off Te Waihou and the River Trails.
 • Our schools need to be supported by locals.
 • More housing and section choices and an improved housing stock are 

needed.
 • Good quality accommodation is essential if visitors are going to stay here.
 • More dining options are needed.
 • Many of our shops are shut on the weekend and because of this, the 

town appears ‘dead.’
 • The artisan food and beverage theme seems a good idea.
 • We would like to see our retail shops, including the supermarket be 

well presented and provide a good mix of products for locals with 
friendly customer service. 

 • Appropriate facilities and services catering to the elderly are needed.
 • Putaruru is a service town that strengthens our rural community.
 • The benefits of our central location is maximised to encourage new 

commercial and logistics businesses. 
 • Putaruru is known as a central base to explore the great outdoors with 

great recreational activities.
 • We should expand on our reputation for pure water.
 • Visitors need to be able to access good quality information on what 

Putaruru has to offer. 

Hot off the paint is this work on Paws in Tirau Street.

Central location 79.7%

Blue Spring/Te Waihou Walkway 65.9%

A place for children to grow up 46.4%

A place for older people to live 41.3%

Residential housing affordability 39.9%

Friendly people 36.2%

Community spirit  33.3%

Feels safe 29.7%

Family friendly feel 29.0%

Service town for rural community 23.2%

Proximity to other recreational activities 21.7%

Job opportunities 55.67%

Retail shopping 53.3%

Supermarket 46.7%

Main street 45.2%

Health services and social services 35.6%

A place for children to grow up 26.7%

Tourism opportunities 23.0%

Training opportunities 21.5%

Dining out 20.7%

Fitness activities 20.0%

Public transport 20.0%

Residential housing availability 19.3%

A central base to explore the outdoors 66.20%

A lively and interesting place to live 65.49%

Pristine waterways that are accessible for recreation/tourism 52.82%

A central place to explore the Waikato/Rotorua 42.96%

The best place in NZ for tourists to experience agricultural life 25.35%

Producing world-class food and beverages 24.65%

Service town for rural community 23.2%

Proximity to other recreational activities 21.7%

The Prattler   prideinputaruru.com 23



PUTARURU ROTARY
Putaruru Rotary members were captivated by our latest guest 
speaker, Peter Irvine. Peter is a long-time friend of Rotarian 
Lee Robertson and we were very lucky to have him join us 
and share his topic, The Building and Acceptance/test flying of 
B777’s at Boeing Seattle.

Captain Peter Irvine works for Air NZ Ltd, and has done so for 40 years. 
Peter is a Senior Check Captain and Flight Instructor on the Boeing 777 
aircraft. Prior to the phase out of the Boeing 747 Peter held a similar 
position on that fleet. He has held various management positions in Flight 
Operations Standards and Training over the course of his career. The 
information he shared, particularly on his role in Seattle, was so interesting. 
We can be very sure our planes have been meticulously tested to an 
incredibly high standard before we get to travel in them as passengers! 

Plans are underway for our annual Book Fair (see page 18) and we continue 
to collect old spectacles (at Putaruru Pharmacy and Farmlands) and old 
batteries (see page 31).

Our battery project goes towards the purchase of dictionaries for Year 4 
students in our 6 local primary schools. We hope the children value these 
over the years - we certainly enjoy seeing the delight on the children’s faces 
as they are presented. 

These are the words from 1 child in a thank you letter. Dear Putaruru 
Rotary, thank you for the dictionary. I will use it for my spelling sentences. 
Also I will use it to find out the meaning of, writing stories in class and tips 
to look up a word. Your gift is greatly appreciated. Yours sincerely...

Rotary members meet fortnightly at the Putaruru Hotel, alternating 
between breakfast and dinner meetings. If you are keen to join us in helping 
your community, phone Adrienne 027 471 2404 to find out more.

Maria and Kelvin present dictionaries to Te Wharekura students.

Kuranui students with their dictionaries.

Putaruru Primary School students display their dictionaries.

Lichfield pupils receive their Rotary dictionaries.

Rotary President Boele de Vries with Te Waotu students.

PUTARURU WATER FESTIVAL
Saturday February 27th 2016

This bigger and brighter day is being planned right now.
Contact the manager of Pride in Putaruru for full details.

Community groups, Businesses and Families, 
mark this date in you 2016 calendar now!

PUTARURU & DISTRICT SERVICES CLUB
October
 Thursday 27th October Quiz night - $10 per team, 4 per team

November
 Tuesday 1st Melbourne Cup afternoon 4pm onwards,
 sweepstakes, best dressed fashion parade singles and couples.   
 Restaurant open this night.
 Sunday 20th Putaruru Street Markets, 9am - 12noon Princes Street.
 Thursday 24th Quiz Night
December
 Sunday 18th Putaruru Street Markets, 9am - 12noon Princes Street.   
 Last Markets before Christmas. Get your last minute gifts from local   
 handmade crafts and gifts on offer.
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PUTARURU SCHOOLS CALF CLUB DAY
On Wednesday, 12th October the Putaruru Schools Calf Club Day was held at 
St Mary’s Catholic School from 10am. We had 13 lambs, 8 calves and 1 lively 
goat! Although our numbers were small this year the children, parents and 
grandparents all enjoyed the morning and we even managed to get through 
most of the competition before the rain arrived! 

A warm sausage in bread and a bottled water drink were a nice finish to 
the day and the children went home with a bag of goodies that had been 
sponsored by some of our local suppliers.

 

We have experienced dwindling numbers over the last few years, but 
are keen to change that. We would welcome any children from Putaruru 
schools Year 1 through Year 8 to participate. Please make contact with the 
office at St Mary’s School if you are interested in joining us next year. 
A big thank you to our sponsors: Putaruru Lions Club, ANZ Bank, New 
Zealand Farm Source, Westpac, PGG Wrightson Limited, Silver Fern Farms 
and Coca-Cola Amatil. 

Our Judges were Nigel Anderson and Craig Tomalin. The support of you all is 
greatly appreciated.

Thomas Hayward, 6, with his calf Pretty Girl.

Maria Clancy checks that lunch is at Master Chef level.
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WORLD VIEW: LOCAVORES GANGSTERS AND VEGETABLE TOURISM
With Putaruru Moving Forward developing locally through connections 
beyond the town, The Prattler introduces a new section that spotlights 
international living trends.

Gardens are a fairly regular feature of New Zealand homes where families 
tend to do there own thing. But if we travel back in time, a garden was 
often a community affair. Medieval lords provided the land and the villagers 
were the labour.

In many parts of the world today, gardens are no longer confined to the 
back yard. Quite recently the term locavore became popular. It describes 
someone whose diet consists mainly of locally grown or produced food. 

Vegetables and plants are being established in unconventional spaces where 
innovation and increased consumer access are the norm. In Toronto, Posterchild, (the 
nom de plume of a street artist), has initiated many community happenings. In one 
project, unused letter boxes were planted with marigolds to turn dreary into cheery. 

Converting old objects into beautiful new ones helps revitalise the abandoned 
and infuse it with new flair.

In Los Angeles, Ron Finley plants vegetable gardens in abandoned places 
and urges people to become gangsters with shovels. He wants kids to grow 
up with the option of healthy food, instead of fried, fattening staples. He 
wants to sweep up and transform his street, his hood. 

These one-liners give an indication of where he’s coming from:
 Food is the problem and food is the solution. 
 Growing your own food is like printing your own money.
 Gardening is my graffiti - I grow my art.
 The funny thing about sustainability is you have to sustain it.

The videos A Guerilla Gardener in South Central LA and Urban Gangsta 
Gardener in South LA are really compulsory viewing.

In England, Pam 
Warhurst led 
the community 
development of 
land that was not 
being used. Such 
land was turned 
into community 
vegetable gardens. 
With her team of 
helpers, vegetable 
gardens were 
planted in front of 
health centres, in peoples gardens and other public areas. 

A new type of event called vegetable tourism was established. The goal was 
to start a conversation to help people find new ways of living, and use the 
spaces around them differently. Watch the Eating our Landscapes address 
Pam Warhurst gave at prideinputaruru.com She believes that everyone has 
the ability to build a different and kinder future, and by converting unused 
land into gardens, anyone can start a revolution.

Another form of environmental 
planting being carried out in some 
parts of the world is referred to 
as pothole gardening. One blog 
devoted to this practice describes it 
as, “creating unexpected moments 
of happiness.” Such gardens are 
confined to footpaths and often 
take the forms of scenes - the 
recent Olympics for example. Again, 
eyesores are being given a positive 
makeover. 
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MISSING ELF
Santa has left an Elf with us at Nanas Toybox. 

He will be hiding around town over the month of 
December. 

We will put a picture of his location up on our 
Facebook page. Get all the locations correct and 
go in the draw to win a $30 gift voucher. The 
competition will start on 1st of December and end 
on the 20th of December. All entries must be in to 
Nanas Toybox by the 23rd of December.

The winner will be announced on the 24th of December.

LOVE BOMBED
Belena Hohaia is described by her daughter as a superstar. “I’m so 
incredibly proud of her willingness to love the people of Putaruru and I’m 
amazed at her community spirit,” she said.

Here they are seen going out and replanting the Putaruru planter pots with 
flowers. A few weeks ago Belena organised a project called “love bombed,” 
where she went around with her women’s Programme participants giving 
out flowers to local businesses. 

No government or local council dollars, just the community doing it for 
themselves! 

PUTARURU TOY LIBRARY
The Putaruru Toy Library held a garage sale on the last Saturday in 
September and it was very successful for us. 

Thanks to all those who kindly donated their unwanted items, they are now 
somebody else’s treasure! Also big thanks to the Putaruru RSA for the use 
of their facilities.  
Our next major fund-raiser is our annual Christmas Night Market. It will be 
held in the Putaruru Hotel again on the 25th November from 5 - 8pm. If you 
would like to book a stall please contact Helen on 027 782 9712 or email 
helen@moondancefarms.co.nz

The Putaruru Toy Library is open twice a week, Tuesday 9am - 11am 
and Friday 12pm - 2pm on Princes Street, opposite Bunnings. Annual 
membership is $30 with toy hire ranging from 50c to $2 for a fortnight. We 
also have a small bouncy castle for hire.  

To conclude this World View, a quotation from the Pam Warhurst, 
previously sited.

"Lets imagine that our town is focused around three plates: 
 • a community plate - the way we live our everyday lives
 • a learning plate - what we teach our kids in school and what we want,  
  new skills we share amongst ourselves
 • a business plate - what we do with the money in our pocket and which  
  businesses we choose to support

Now lets imagine 
those plates agitated 
with community 
actions around food.

If we start one of 
those community 
plates spinning that’s 
really great, it really 
starts to empower 
people. 

But if we can then 
spin that community 
plate with the 
learning plate and 
then spin it with the 
business plate, we’ve 
got a real show. 

We’ve got some 
action theatre. We're 
starting to build 
resilience ourselves. 

We're starting to 
reinvent community 
ourselves and we’ve 
done it all without 
a flipping strategy 
document."
To see these 3 
great videos go to: 
prideinputaruru.com

Pam Warhurst 

Ron Finley (the 2 images above).

 Preparing the Main Street planter pots.
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NEW PIP WEBSITE AND PRATTLER SERVICES
This month Pride in Putaruru is pleased to announce these 3 new and 
free community services for inclusion in both The Prattler and the PiP 
Website prideinputaruru.com

OBITUARY
An obituary tells the story and honours a life recently lost. It acknowledges 
the persons passing, their life accomplishments, and the people left behind. 
It both informs and commemorates, expressing the pain of their loss and 
the joy that their presence among us brought.

Possible Content
 •  Full name of the deceased (including maiden name, nickname, or any
  other name by which your loved one might be identified). Some   
  people put a maiden name in parenthesis.
 • Age of person at death.
 •  Dates and locations of birth, marriage, and death.
 • Predeceased and surviving loved ones names.
 • Previous residences.
 •  Education: schools attended (including Primary).
 •  Work history - Service history.
 •  Clubs, hobbies or interests, accomplishments, volunteer activities,   
  special pets...
 •  Unusual attributes, humour, other stories...

Some suggestions about writing an obituary for The Prattler
Think of three words that sum up the life lived - now try to bring life to 
these words.

An obituary is not a legal document, so if you feel that some experiences 
should be omitted, follow your best judgment.

A common utterance or specific example can illustrate and bring life to an 
obituary whether it is a quirky habit, or favourite recipe.

Consider describing intimate details that will keep the person alive in 
memory: quirks, hobbies, favourite passions, oft-heard quotes, travels, food 
or unusual pursuits. Everyone has a story to tell. 

Recall specific instances where the deceased made a difference in the lives 
of others. Instead of just listing achievements, tell a little story about some 
of them. For example, rather than saying the person was generous, show 
how the person demonstrated this charitable behaviour.

Once you’ve put your obituary together, read it over to make sure that 
it suits your needs. Through revision, you’ll be able to trim down any 
wordy phrases, note places where you could add information, and see if a 
sentence or two could be eliminated altogether. 

When you revise your work, ask yourself what your loved one would think 
of the obituary. Would they feel that their life had been captured? Are you 
honouring the persons life rather than focusing on death? 

Have another person look at your work in order to give you a better sense 
of whether you’ve truly captured the essence of that person.

Proofread your work. Try reading your work aloud to make sure that the 
sentences flow smoothly and that there aren’t any words that are out of 
place. Have you given your three key words life?

Some things to be aware of
 •  A house address in an obituary may be a clue to an empty home - take  
  care of putting in this type of information.
 •  Photos - its a great treat to see old photos and to be reminded of all 
  the living that happened before old age and death, but if friends don’t  
  recognize the person in the photo, they may not read the obituary -   
  include a recent shot as well.
 • An obituary is not about the person or family members who write it,   
  it's all about the person who has died.
  

MARRIAGES AND BIRTHS
The Prattler welcomes details and photographs of recent Putaruru and Tirau 
weddings and births. 

Please send a chatty description of the occasion that will interest our 
readers. Ensure that the approval of all parties has been given.

Special occasions might include: 
 • milestone anniversaries/birthdays
 • presentation of awards
 • recognition by national or overseas bodies

Include suitably captioned photographs for The Prattler to select from.

Please note that this is not to be an advertisement for a particular 
celebrant, photographer, reporter or business.

MINI HELP 
This PiP web page provides a market place for those seeking assistance and 
those offering assistance in the local area. For a full-time situations vacant 
listing please use the Situations Vacant page.

We have made this process secure by having details sent to us before they 
appear live on the web.

They will remain in place, (unless we are informed otherwise), until the 
publication of the next Prattler - approximately a 7 - 8 week time-frame.

The Mini Help form is set up to automatically submit to this address which 
can also be use to communicate directly: minijobs@prideinputaruru.com

YOU NEED HELP
Do you need a hand or help for a short period of time? Perhaps you require 
help in your office for a few hours each week. Maybe the lawns have got on 
top of you or you have a staff member off sick. 

YOU ARE OFFERING HELP 
Let others know what skills you have. Are you are a local organisation or 
club that can provide services, such as chopping wood or walking the dog? 

Details about whether your help services are free or charged should be 
stated on the form. Likewise when asking for help there should be an 
indication as to whether any payment is being offered. 

Please make separate offers or requests if you have multiple requirements - 
please don’t make a HELP NEEDED and a HELP OFFERED on the same form.

Pride in Putaruru is providing this free service to help our community 
support one another. See what the form looks like on the next page.

NEW PRATTLER ADVERTISING SIZE
The Prattler is pleased to announce a new advert size we are calling slims 
that has these dimensions: 8.5cm width and 13.8cm height. This allows us 
to place three of these, side by side, across the full width of the paper.

A special feature of our slims is that if a group of 3 businesses each book a slim, 
then the individual price of $80+ gst for each will be reduced to $75+ gst.

This business rate 
applies if you establish 
your own group, then 
approach The Prattler for 
details about how these 
adverts can be prepared.

As with all Prattler 
advertising we can 
create copy for you at 
a very reasonable rate 
including our “pay for 5 
and get 6” offer. 

The advertising rates and 
sizes are available on 
the PiP website - use the 
Prattler drop down menu 
to access these.

Information 
about all of 
these new 
features is 
available on the 
PiP Website... 
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This form is also available online at 
prideinputaruru.com

The Float Parade is free to enter. There are prizes in each 
of the 3 sections - Commercial, Children & Youth, Services, 
Clubs and Societies, and a prize for the best float overall. 
(Remember there is only 1 Santa.)

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 
ENTRY FORM
 This one form covers both events.
 You do not have to enter them all.
 Please print clearly...

Send Completed Entry Forms  to the Pride in Putaruru Office, #2 
Overdale Street, Putaruru or post to PO Box 155, Putaruru, 3443
by Friday 2ndof December.

Retail Shop Window (To be in place by Monday December 5th)
(A shop front window display - does not have to have lights.)

 Name of Business:

 Business Address:

 Business email and phone:

Santa Parade 
(Float Entry)

 Name of Group:

 Category (select one):

   Commercial (businesses)

   

   Children and Youth (schools, childcare, youth groups...)

   Services, Clubs, Societies (not for profit organisations eg St John)

   
 All children on the float have parent/caregiver permission.

   Yes   No

 Contact email and phone:

 Organisers signature:

MINI HELP 
This is the MINI HELP form that is on the PiP Website. Information about it 
is on the previous page as well as the website.

OPENING AND CLOSING DATES FOR THE POOLS
The Putaruru and Tirau seasonal pools open on Saturday 12th November at 
12noon.

They will close for the season on Saturday 18th March 2017 at 6pm.

The Prattler   prideinputaruru.com 29



PUTARURU RAIL SIDING COMMUNITY MEETING: UPDATE
[Since the original March meeting, The Prattler has reported in the May, 
July and September issues supporting the project but criticising the lack 
of any promised response to local questions put at the meeting. We are 
now pleased to be able to provide in full, this response from KiwRail.]

Thank-you for attending the Putaruru Rail Siding community meeting in 
March. KiwiRail are committed to working with the Putaruru community 
to ensure this change causes as little disruption as possible. It was great to 
get your feedback on the rail siding recommissioning. The update below 
provides more information with regard to the key questions raised during 
the meeting. 

How can we minimise the impact of shunting on the Main Street rail 
crossing? 
KiwiRail have investigated several options to minimise issues caused at the 
Main Street level crossing during shunting times. These options will reduce 
but not stop the blocking of the crossing. Blocking the crossing will be kept 
to a minimum. 

KiwiRail have reviewed the planned operation of the new Tauranga 
to Putaruru and return service, including all the associated shunts, (a 
maximum of 4 in peak season), between Putaruru and Lichfield in order to 
respond to this aspect in more detail. 

Key changes to minimise the impact on the Main Street crossing include 
utilising the south side of the yard to access for shunting where possible 
which has included an extension of the fencing plan to make this possible 
and utilisation of KiwiRail’s Tokoroa Kinleith yard where possible for some 
works. It has taken time to work through these changes. 

The number of Main Street crossing closures will change depending on the 
volume of product being packed and shipped to port:

 • for 1 to 20 containers a day, there will be two crossing activations, a   
  total duration 6 minutes per day 
 • for 21 to 40 containers a day, there will be five crossing activations, a   
  total duration 14 minutes per day 
 • for  41 to 60 containers a day, there will be seven crossing activations, a  
  total duration 18 minutes per day 
 • for 61 to 80 containers a day, there will be nine crossing activations, a   
  total duration 22 minutes per day 

During our first production season, we estimate that we will most likely ship 
up to 60 containers per day, peaking at 80 containers for a shorter period. 

The first activation will be upon the initial arrival of the train from Tauranga 
which will close Main Street for an estimated 4 minutes. This is likely to 
be around 5:30am. The train arriving at the beginning of the day from 
Tauranga and then again departing once all containers have been packed, 
will take the longest time. 

The reason for this is that the train will be berthing from the main line into the 
loop line and this is required to be done at very slow speeds for safety reasons 
to minimize the risk of any derailment. Other crossings during the day are 
expected to be faster, with the crossing closed for an estimated two minutes. 

The final train will depart by approximately 6:30pm. When train volumes 
are low, the train will arrive and depart during the morning. 

It should also be noted that even with Main Street closed, there is an 
alternate crossing using Princes Street which is unaffected by any rail 
operations. Where possible, the train driver will wait for any residual queuing 
from the previous shunt to be cleared, before closing the crossing again.

The timing and operation of the rail siding is based on KiwiRail’s assessment 
of how things will operate. Once the operation commences, we will have a 
more accurate picture of the operation and timings. 

How can we make the rail yard area more aesthetically pleasing? 
KiwiRail will look into options with SWDC when the yard area work is 
complete. The yard fencing scope has changed slightly so we are waiting 
until works are complete which will give a better idea of what areas require 
attention. KiwiRail will not be doing any beautification work inside the area 
boarded by the security fence. This is a working rail yard and as such, this 
type of improvement is not practical. 

How can the KiwiRail area at Buckland Street be improved? 
KiwiRail will liaise with SWDC regarding beautification work in this area. 
KiwiRail are keen to partner with the council in beautifying and maintaining 
the area. KiwiRail will agree to perform some beautification work in certain 
areas outside the security fence and will work with the local Council with 
regard to asking them to take responsibility for on-going maintenance works. 

How can the vegetation and weeds be reduced between SH1 and rail track 
between Putaruru and Lichfield? 
This area has a shared boundary between KiwiRail and SWDC. In some 
areas the boundary land is leased out to a third party. KiwiRail will 
liaise with SWDC, (and the third party), to further discussions around 
beautification. KiwiRail already has a vegetation removal policy for its track 
network and this will apply as it does now, for the line to Lichfield. 

We need to ensure that our security fence standard aligns with the District 
Plan. Fonterra have reviewed the security fence to ensure that it aligns with 
the District Plan. 

How will we ensure additional lighting is directed downward as opposed to 
outward to minimise light disturbance? 
KiwiRail has designed the yard lighting to ensure that it meets the 
requirements to allow for night time operations, but we have ensured 
that any light spill will be minimised as much as possible. There will be no 
outward lighting, with all lighting focusing on the yard area. 

How many less trucks will be on the road as a result of using rail? 
60 containers is the equivalent to 120 less truck movements through 
Putaruru per day. 

It was great to hear the possibilities for other businesses to utilise the rail 
infrastructure. KiwiRail have written to Neil Sinclair to initiate discussions 
with the South Waikato District Council to ensure that opportunities for other 
businesses in the area to utilise this improved infrastructure are identified. 

If you have any additional comments or concerns, please contact either 
Samuel Mikaere Fonterra, (South Waikato Operations Manager), or David 
Brinsley KiwiRail (National Manager Fonterra).

PINK WALK
This walk is on Saturday 29th October with a 10:30am start at the Wooden 
Farmer Cafe car park. 
There’s a Gold Coin donation with prizes for Best Dressed. 

It’s an easy walk for all fitness levels.

The new lighting and safety fence.

5 - 9 Duke Street
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ST MARY'S WEARABLE ARTS SHOW
St Mary’s Catholic School PTA held their annual fundraising Wearable Arts extravaganza 
at the Plaza last month, where the students showcased their creative talent and 
performance flair. 

It was a fun night out and raised $3500 to go towards digital upgrades in the classrooms. 
Thank you to all parents, teachers, sponsors and students for their support. 

Thank you to our judges Kevin Duthie, Anna-Maree Thorby and Lyteah Alexander for 
kindly giving up their time to support the event.

Cartoon Category
 1st  Bender - Ashton Winterson
 2nd  Cat In The Hat - Sinead Pacey
 3rd  Mike Wazowski - Jesse Chaisonghhram

 1st  Merit: Fred Flintstone - Alex Fladgate
 2nd  Merit: Jeff The Maori - Brayden Paki

Duo Category
 1st  Beautiful Bouncy Besties - Ashlin Dykstra and Sophie Putt
 2nd  Bendy Bows - Anika Davies and Hannah Van der Laar
 3rd  Storm Troopers - Latral Smith and Brendon Davey

 1st  Merit: Captain America and Thor - Jack and Fin Clancy
 2nd  Merit: Spongebob Brothers - Jaymee Metcalfe and Nikisha Gillibrand

Black and White Category
 1st  The Black and White Jester - Luke Farrell
 2nd  The Runaway Bride - Melissa Creery
 3rd  Brendon McCallen - Callen Christensen

 1st  Merit: Nature Glamore - Courtney Henderson
 2nd  Merit: The Black and White Widow - Zarnae Dowd

Fantasy Category
 1st  Bottle Cap Queen - Maia Campbell
 2nd  Natures Own - Georgia Mundell
 3rd  Frozens Fairy Odd Mother - Daley Nicholls

 1st  Merit: Eggburt The Dragon - Kristian Phillips
 2nd Merit: Queen Of Hearts - Maraea Mamaku

Steinies Rockstar Award: “The Mad Hattress” - Charlotte Poole
Tuscany Road Most Wearable Award: “Tinkerbell” - Sonya Price
Mrs Macs Principal Award: “The Unknown Fairy” - Jorja Perko
Supreme Award: “Bottle Cap Queen” - Maia Campbell

The St. Marys PTA would like to say a huge thank you to our Sponsors :
Notting Hill, Barbara Emerson, Monforte Family, Pizza Plus, The Carpenters Daughter, The 
Last Tangle, Quilt n Knit 2, The Begbie Whanau, Finer Details, The Honey Shop, Magazine 
Clothing, Mrs Justina Van der Heyden, Nanas Toy Box, The Wooden Farmer, Tuscany Road, 
Steinies Barber Shop, Asura Fertiliser, The Price Family and Clancy Fisher Lawyers.

REVEAL YOUR WORLD
There are magic worlds everywhere. Why not share what your club or organisation is 
doing by letting The Prattler know about your special place. You know the drill!
 • Don’t hide your light under a bushel.
 • An honour is not diminished for being shared.
 • A joy that’s shared is a joy made double.

Daley Nichols: The Fairy Odd Mother.

Luke Farrell: The Black & White Jester.
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SOUTH WAIKATO INVESTMENT FUND TRUST (SWIF)
The fund has been operative close to two years now. An excellent group of 
local business people with a strong reputation, along with John Cronin from 
the Bay of Plenty and Hayden Dillon from Hamilton bring a strong mix of 
skills, perspectives and wisdom. There is a deep commitment from all the 
members to see the South Waikato district thrive by improving the image 
and appeal of the district and increasing good job prospects.

At our early meetings we settled on the following key values and objectives:
Our vision is for the South Waikato to be the most prosperous region in New 
Zealand.

Mission Statement: to identify, facilitate and drive economic opportunities and 
create sustainable employment for the benefit of the South Waikato District.

Our core values: 
 • To respect the trust placed in us by our community.
 • To be responsive and decisive.
 • To conduct our business with integrity.

Our key objectives:
 • protect and enhance the value of the Investment Fund
 • to be proactive, drive activity and opportunity
 • to leverage resources in both new and existing relationships to achieve  
   our mission
 • to target the most attractive opportunities that deliver our mission

There are five key things I wish to report.
The goals we have decided on;

Help improve the perception and appeal of the South Waikato district.
To assist where we can in increasing the number of jobs in the lower pay range.

Do all we can to encourage businesses to establish in the South Waikato and 
provide good value jobs that are sustainable and appealing. 

As a result of considerable discussion and assessment of the most efficient 
way to carry out the trusts business the members have unanimously 
decided to close down the DRIVE Trust and incorporate all our activities in 
the SWIF Trust.

Initially we were reluctant to engage a full-time person to manage the trusts 
affairs and in particular be proactive to seek opportunities to achieve our 
goals. We wanted to keep our overheads as low as possible. It has become 
clear that we need to employ an Economic Development Manager to 
ensure we meet our goals and make a positive contribution to the district. 
I’m pleased to report we are in the short-listing process and there has been 
good interest in the position and we expect to have an appointment made 
and the person in place in the next few months. 

The fund - Its pleasing to report that the portfolio has grown to 
$24,500,000, an increase of close to $4,000,000. 

We have considered a number of projects and to date have supported three;
Scoping work on River Trails from Putaruru up to the Mamakus, initially we 
thought this could be a joint project with the Rotorua district but they have 
pulled back on this and this has been placed on hold. 

South Waikato Achievement Trust - we have supported them with some 
capital to enable them to increase their staffing numbers.

We have given a small gift to the Jim Barnett Reserve to provide some 
signage to outline the history of the district to those participating in the 
cycle trail.

We were disappointed in that a major project we were supporting to bring 
an abattoir to the district fell over, as this would have created 200 plus high 
paying jobs close to Putaruru, Tokoroa and Tirau.

We are committed to working closely with the SWDC in ensuring that both 
groups are effective in our goals to see more jobs come to the district. 

We look forward to working with Sam Marshall and the council team. 
Once our annual accounts are finalised and audited we will make a report 
available to the public as stakeholders, including SWDC. 
Ian Elliott (Chairman)

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 
ADVERTISE IN THE PRATTLER

Simply email: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
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This form is also available online at 
prideinputaruru.com

The Float Parade is free to enter. There are prizes in each 
of the 3 sections - Commercial, Children & Youth, Services, 
Clubs and Societies, and a prize for the best float overall. 
(Remember there is only 1 Santa.)

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 
ENTRY FORM
 This one form covers both events.
 You do not have to enter them all.
 Please print clearly...

Send Completed Entry Forms  to the Pride in Putaruru Office, #2 
Overdale Street, Putaruru or post to PO Box 155, Putaruru, 3443
by Friday 2ndof December.

Retail Shop Window (To be in place by Monday December 5th)
(A shop front window display - does not have to have lights.)

 Name of Business:

 Business Address:

 Business email and phone:

Santa Parade 
(Float Entry)

 Name of Group:

 Category (select one):

   Commercial (businesses)

   

   Children and Youth (schools, childcare, youth groups...)

   Services, Clubs, Societies (not for profit organisations eg St John)

   
 All children on the float have parent/caregiver permission.

   Yes   No

 Contact email and phone:

 Organisers signature:

FLYING HIGH AT PUTARURU LIBRARY
Record numbers of children attended Putaruru Library’s recent School 
Holiday Programme, Blowin in the Wind. 49 children plus carers turned up 
to make their own Sail Cars at the first session and staff scurried around 
assembling extra templates and creating extra space. 37 children, (again 
plus carers), arrived for the second session in Week 2 to make their own 
paper kites. This was great fun and it was very rewarding to see various 
children flying their kites around town later on in the day.

Library staff are grateful for the co-operation received from our local 
Primary Schools allowing us to promote these programmes via their 
newsletters. 

We have also been very heartened by the continued support of families for 
these programmes and for library staff. 

Special thanks 
to Sharlene 
Prichard 
for her 
considerable 
effort in 
devising and 
implementing 
all the crafts 
over the years 
and all the 
other staff 
who have 
pitched in.

Heads up 
for our next Children’s Programme - our ever popular Summer Reading 
Programme. This year the theme is Sail into Summer Reading, (an 
appropriate follow on from Blowin in the Wind) and we will be launching 
the programme across the district during early November. Further details to 
follow - keep an eye out for advertising in the libraries and elsewhere. 

Lets enjoy the summer together!
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FAMILY PUZZLE PAGES
PRATTLER CROSSWORD

PRATTLER MAZE
Find the direct path from the yellow ENTRANCE to the red EXIT point.

Across Clues:

1. information produced or stored by a computer (4)

3. to get the better of (5)

5. a matter that is in dispute between two or more parties (5)

7. the marketplace in ancient Greece (5)

9. decompression sickness (5)

11. a sheet of paper in a book (4)

14. “I think, therefore I ___ “ (2)

15. said at the end of a prayer (4)

16. ballet term for lowering of the body by bending the knee of the supporting leg (5)

18. someone or something used to lure or lead another into a trap (5)

20. the top or highest point of something (4)

21. slang term used to attract or greet someone (2)

23. one of the five separate parts at the end of your foot (4)

25. cubes of meat marinated and cooked, usually on a skewer (5)

26. a list of publicly traded companies and their stock prices (5)

28. a type of plant that has large round red, pink, or white flowers (5)

29. something we can use to pay somebody (5)

30. a display or show (4)

Down Clues:

2. the invisible mixture of gases that surrounds the Earth (3)

3. a large brass musical instrument (4)

4. a chain of rocks or coral at or near the surface of water (4)

6. a mixture of raw green vegetables (5)

7. skill acquired by experience, study, or observation (3)

8. no longer used because something newer exists (8)

10. to confound briefly and usually with astonishment (8)

12. an Australian bird that does not fly but is a very fast runner (3)

13. coloured liquid that is used for writing or printing (3)

17. a small animal that is often kept by people as a pet (3)

18. a substance used for changing the color of something (3)

19. a red fluorescent dye (5)

22. to increase in phase or intensity (3)

23. a string or ribbon stretched across the finish line of a race (4)

24. to do what someone tells you to do (4)

27. New Year’s Eve (acronym) (3)

           PRATTLER PHOTOS
Most photos that appear in 
The Prattler are available for 
purchase in print or digital 
form. Enquire now. Email:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
stating the issue number, (see the front page 
header of each Prattler), the page number 
and description of the photo/s requested. 
There is a small charge for this service.
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PUZZLE PAGES THINKING SPACE

SPOT THE DIFFERENCES
Can you spot the 6 changes that have been made to this playground 
photo in the one underneath it?

Answers to all these original puzzles are on page 9 of this Prattler.

   

PRATTLER ROUNDABOUTS PUZZLE
Join all the green roundabouts with a continuous line that passes 
through each roundabout once only, without crossing over itself.

PRATTLER TENTS PUZZLE
Draw a tent on a plain grass space so that each tree has its own tent, (either 
horizontally or vertically), and each tent has its own tree, (either horizontally 
or vertically). The squares in which the tents are placed must not touch on 
either the sides or the corners. Numbers located to the side and to the bottom 
of the puzzle tell how many tents are in each row and column.
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Views expressed in The Prattler are not necessarily those of Pride in Putaruru.

 

 
 Manager: Lee Robertson
 PO BOX 155   PUTARURU   3443 
 Phone: 07 883 7272
 Fax: 07 883 7272
 Email: info@prideinputaruru.com  
 Web: prideinputaruru.com
 Prattler: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
 PiP TV Channel

PRIDE IN PUTARURU ASSOCIATION

Stu Edmeades: Chairman (Rural Representative)
Doug McGregor: Deputy Chairman
Richard Heslop: Treasurer
Sheryl Van Dyk: (Van Dyks Furnishing & Over the Moon Cheese)
Wayne Bullott: (Putaruru Electrical)
Andrea Shaw-Thorpe: (Body Ease)
Raewyn Whiteman-Thorne: (@Junction Services)
Meg Atkins: (Yorkshire Girl Trading, Arapuni )
Matt Corrin: (Putaruru Tyres)
Anne Edmeades: (Edmeades Jewellers) (SWDC Representative)

 Retail Shop Window Competition 
  From Monday December 5th
  Santa Parade  
  Friday December 9th @ 6:00pm

 Family Christmas - Glenshea Park
 Friday December 9th - immediately after the parade
 returns to Glenshea Park, prize giving, music, stalls, 
	 food	-	enjoy	a	closer	view	of	the	floats,	a	family	time	
 to enjoy together...

This year the theme is Beautifying Putaruru, but do 
remember that it is Christmas. 
There are prizes for all events...
Prospective entrants should contact Pride in Putaruru 
on 07 883 7272 or email info@prideinputaruru.com 
for entry forms. 
Forms are also downloadable from prideinputaruru.com 
Entry Forms are also on pages 29 and 33 of this Prattler.

Entries to be in by Friday, December 2nd

Pride in Putaruru

Christmas Events
2016
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