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The Prattler

If I get out and walk across the road I can read it!

What does that sign say?

Fine sign.

BRAKING NEWS
All major entrances into Putaruru experience an extremely large number of 
heavy vehicle movements every day. The road noise they create by virtue 
of their size, loads and speed is considerable. From time to time, discussion 
around the use of ‘engine brakes’ arises.

The Prattler took a careful look at our town entrances to see if there were 
any notices in place asking heavy vehicle drivers to refrain from ‘engine 
braking’ within town limits, as well as looking at legislation about this matter.

The existing signs make very interesting viewing. We have 3 major entrances 
and we have 3 signs in place - but they are not all as you might expect!

Entering Putaruru from the South is a well hidden sign. Until very recently it 
was even more hidden and I suspect that even those who use this entrance 
regularly will not have seen it.

Entering Putaruru from Arapuni, the signage is very clear. It seems to 
conform to the regulations around the use of Engine Braking signs.

Coming into Putaruru from the North there is no sign about the use of 
engine brakes.

But wait, as they say, there’s more! Putaruru has one more engine brakes 
sign, but you have to be well into the town in order to see it. 

Perhaps the reasoning for it’s placement is that drivers from the South, 
heading towards Arapuni, may have missed the first sign and that this one 
is a friendly reminder. Or it may be that drivers from the North, heading 
towards Arapuni having been given no message so far, at last receive one!

If you are driving from the North and heading South there is no sign, so in 
this case one assumes there is no penalty for using engine brakes.

In case you missed the other one...
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Fonterra Programme Manager Sarah Davenport and Fonterra Chief Operating 
Officer Global Operations Robert Spurway.

A polite message when leaving Tokoroa.
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FONTERRA LICHFIELD ACHIEVES ONE MILLION BUILDING HOURS
Major milestones are being knocked off as construction on one of the 
world’s largest dryers races towards completion - the result of over one 
million working hours on the new Fonterra Lichfield milk powder dryer. 

For more than 3,000 people representing 300 companies, the finish is now 
clearly in sight as the September commissioning date for this world-class 
dryer, nears.
South Waikato Operations Manager Sam Mikaere says it takes one look at 
the numbers behind the build to get an appreciation for its impressive scale. 
“This is not just any dryer we’re building. Along with our D2 dryer down 
at Fonterra Darfield, this will be the biggest milk powder dryer on the 
planet,” he says. 
“From the hours of collaboration and planning between so many teams, to 
the amount of technology and stainless steel, the numbers behind the build 
are mind-blowing.” 

 •  Construction began on 7 October 2014 and first milk will go through the 
plant just one month shy of two years later - a build spanning 692 days. 

 •  More than 76,000 truckloads of earth have been moved – over 
530,000m3 of soil. This pile of soil could fill Eden Park three and a half 
times, all the way from the ground to the top of the stands.

 •  119 kilometres of stainless steel pipe have been installed at the factory. 
Laid flat, it is enough pipe to stretch from Auckland to Hamilton.

 •  The new dryer will be able to deliver up to 720 metric tonnes of milk 
powder per day, the weight of two Boeing 747s full of passengers.

 •  The dryer chamber itself tips the scales at an impressive 200 metric 
tonnes, the equivalent of 35 African elephants.

 •  The expansion will allow the site to process up to 7.6 million 
  litres of milk daily from more than 500 South Waikato farmers. 
  The new dryer itself will account for 4.4 million of those litres,
  enough milk to fill two Olympic-sized swimming pools.

 •  A new distribution centre spans a nine acre section of land - the same size 
as four rugby fields -storing 40,000 metric tonnes of product for export. 

Mr Mikaere says the expansion is a demonstration of strong partnerships 
between Fonterra and its suppliers, delivering strong returns back to our farmers. 

“It’s extremely impressive to see such a large and diverse group of people 
come together to deliver this project. Everyone has contributed something 
to the build which has allowed us to do things faster, smarter, and cost 
effectively,” says Mr Mikaere.

 
“With just a short time left, the Lichfield team is excited at the prospect 
of turning the keys on for the first time so we can continue to make dairy 
nutrition available to the world.”

People in the first two photographs as follows:
Left to Right - Fonterra Programme Manager Sarah Davenport 
and Fonterra Chief Operating Officer Global Operations Robert 
Spurway.
 
Last photo:
Left to Right - South Waikato Operations Manager Sam Mikaere 
and Fonterra Programme Manager Sarah Davenport.

It’s a fairly confusing situation made even more so by the fact that each of 
the 3 signs is completely different! The document Traffic Note 19 - Revision 1 
(2005) states that in terms of the Land Transport Rule, Traffic Control Devices 
(2004), a sign recommending non-use of engine brakes should be in the form 
of: Heavy vehicles please no engine braking next [distance] km. The use of 
the term ‘heavy vehicles’ rather than ‘trucks,’ recognizes that buses are also 
equipped with engine brakes and the request applies equally to them.

It has to be said that the use of engine brakes by heavy vehicles is not 
common in Putaruru. Speed, especially at night, creates more noise 
especially at the Northern end of town. The issue is more one of signage 
confusion. If there are to be engine braking signs, then they should be 
uniform and cover all entrances to Putaruru. The Prattler will keep you 
posted on this matter.

South Waikato Operations Manager Sam Mikaere and Fonterra Programme Manager Sarah Davenport.
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Mayor Neil Sinclair

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
I think this is the first time for many years that we have elections in each 
of our wards. Congratulations to all who have put their names forward. 
It’s great to see so many willing to serve our community. These candidates 
need to be respected by the rest of us. Their desire to serve is to be 
applauded and they don’t need to be abused or decried on social media.

Now it’s over to us the 
voters. We sometimes 
forget that the right to 
vote we have isn’t available 
to some in the world. 
Democracy is a precious 
flower and to protect it we 
need to get out and vote. 

Last election, we in the 
South Waikato had only 
38% of our residents voting. 
The power of the individual 
vote was seen in the voting 

in Britain over leaving the Common Market, however research there has 
shown that some just didn’t know what the vote was all about. We have to 
increase the number voting in Local Body elections right across the country 
including the South Waikato but there is an obligation for those that vote 
to be informed about the issues and then make intelligent decisions as they 
evaluate the candidates.

Here in the Prattler, we the voters have the opportunity to evaluate the 
candidates. What we should be looking at is what drives them to stand, 
what they desire to do to make the South Waikato a place people want to 
live and work in. Are their promises able to be achieved? 

Recently we had the Chief Executive of Local Government New Zealand visit 
us and he was amazed at just what happens in our District and the changes 
on the economic and social front that have taken place right across the 
District. I am proud to lead such an innovative forward thinking Council. No 
wonder people want to be part of this success story.

I recently appeared before the Select Committee that is hearing 
submissions on the proposed Local Government Amendment. If that is 
enacted as it is at the moment it really will be “amalgamation by stealth.” I 
received a very good hearing and they asked for my speech notes! Unless 
the Bill is amended, the Local Government Commission will have great 
powers and be able to instruct local communities about their future. We 
have put our stake in the ground and they heard our case. 

We agreed that there must be more collaboration between Councils, better 
delivery of services, better efficiency, and better effectiveness, but how that 
is achieved should be decided at a local level and not imposed by somebody 
in Wellington. Wellington have their plans for our future, but is that what 
will be best for us?

The best response to Wellington is a big turnout on Election Day affirming 
that change is best done by those at the local level who have the experience, 
passion and commitment to their community. 

Let’s make sure that this election we have more than 38% of our electorate 
voting. The candidates are there, so let’s show our respect for them and get 
out and vote. 

Our Council believes that it is on the right track about the delivery of service 
and that’s why we are a foundation Council in the Excellence programme. 
We aren’t afraid of being evaluated and assessed and we as a community 
need Mayor and Councillors committed to the ideal of best practice and 
now it’s up to us to decide who shares that commitment. 

MANAGER’S MEMO
Well, we have made it through another winter, somewhat wetter than 
we might have desired, but we got there. Spring is in the air! With calving 
all but done the new season is in full swing for our farming community. It’s 
good to see forecast pay-outs are edging up. Roll on the summer.

It is good to hear about potential new businesses coming to Putaruru with 
up to three currently looking at Princes Street including a potential new 
building on the ground next to Happy Takeaways. The other side of the coin 
could well mean we lose Westpac but that battle is not over yet so keep 
petitioning Westpac Head Office on that score.  

Running a business is never easy and we know that margins are slim 
especially out here in small town New Zealand. Often the difference 
between surviving and going under comes down to determination and 
attitude. Let’s stay positive here in Putaruru and keep on believing that the 
best is yet to come because it can be if we unite and do our utmost to keep 
Putaruru Moving Forward. 

There are a few other exciting things happening for the rest of the 
community as well with local body elections set for Saturday 8th October 
promising a new Mayor and several new Councillors and then this year’s 
Business Awards on Saturday 15th October. This year we celebrate 20 
years of Business Awards with a special evening being planned with guest 
speaker, author and ZB Newstalk presenter Kerre McIvor, (nee Woodham), 
and the Dan McIntyre Band providing music for an enjoyable celebratory 
function beginning at the Plaza at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are already on sale from 
the Information Centre and Pride in Putaruru Office and bookings are open 
for you to reserve your place. Tickets this year are $60:00.

Businesses will again be mystery shopped during September and voting 
is open for the people’s choice section Best Business and Best Customer 
Service. Look out for the blue voting boxes around town.

This year’s Christmas Float Parade will be on Friday 9th December and the 
theme will be Beautifying Putaruru.

HISTORY AND FUNCTIONS OF A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
The office of Justice of the Peace dates back to 1361 in England when King 
Edward III created the honorary title of Justice. Justices assisted the local 
noble to administer the laws of the land and to keep the peace.

The first Justice of the Peace in New Zealand was missionary Thomas 
Kendall appointed in 1814 by Governor Macquarie of New South Wales. 
Today Justices of the Peace are appointed via a process instigated by the 
local Member of Parliament primarily when there are not enough Justices 
to meet the requirements of the particular area. Justices of the Peace are 
not lawyers and cannot give legal advice; they are there to serve their 
community in a voluntary capacity.

The services a JP offers are entirely free of charge. Justices are statutory 
appointees who receive no payment for their services to the community. If 
you are not sure whether a JP can help you, just ask. A JP is on duty at the 
Library every Friday from 10:00am. Future editions of The Prattler will go 
into more detail of the services which JP’s can offer.

PUTARURU SHUNTING YARD UPDATE: PR STILL SILENT!
The promised responses from KiwiRail PR to the following questions, (from 
a Putaruru Public meeting on March 9th), have still not been provided.

Question: Can the whole yard could be shifted further South to avoid 
being too close to the Main Street crossing?

Question: Why was the public not advised earlier about the project, 
seeing that this meeting was on March 9th and work was to begin in April?



PUTARURU COLLEGE AT THE GOLD COAST NETBALL CARNIVAL

For almost a whole year, the Putaruru College Senior A Netball team 
organised and completed a lot of fundraising to get the team to Australia 
to compete in the 2016 Gold Coast Netball Carnival. The team spent nine 
days in Australia, flying out of New Zealand in the early morning of 9th July 
and returning home late on the 17th July. Some of the highlights of the trip 
would have to be the theme parks, beach sports, beating last year’s U18 
division winners by one point in the semi-final and coming runners up at 
the tournament.

We played Netball every second day starting on Sunday 10th July through 
to Saturday 17th July, playing a total of 20 games. On the first day we won 
all but one of our games, losing to Mangere by three points. Later on in the 
competition we were able to redeem ourselves by beating them in the Top 
8 playoffs. The games we played to get into the Top 8 were a mixture of easy 
and challenging ones but from then on in, all the games were very close 
and intense. We reached the Top 4 in which we played our most challenging 
games of the tournament. We came up against last year’s winners, Trinity 
High School of Australia, in the semi-finals. They had previously beaten 
us in the pool games. We pushed right through to the end to claim a win 
by one point and advance to the finals. We were overwhelmed, excited 
and extremely proud to have even made it this far. In the final we played 
Aranmore Catholic College, having previously drawn to them earlier on. We 

knew it was going to be a challenging game from start to 
finish. Unfortunately we didn’t come out with a win in the finals, but
we are still super proud of our achievements in Australia and we had
 the best time ever! 

The theme parks 
we attended were 
Dreamworld and 
Wet’n’Wild. At 
Dreamworld, the 
hour and a half long 
lines were a pain but 
definitely worth the 
wait as the adrenaline 
rush from the rides 
was awesome! The 
day we went to 
Wet’n’Wild was one 
of the very few days that was cold and rainy whilst we were in Aussie and 
even though that put off the Aussies it sure didn’t put off us tough Kiwis! 
We also attended a Beach Sports day with the majority of the netball and 
rugby teams. This was held at Broad Beach beach-front on Tuesday morning 
from 8am - 12pm. Some games we participated in included jousting, 
capture the flag, tug of war and ultimate frisbee. Our favourite game of the 
day was ultimate dodgeball, as we were paired with an intensely excited 
and competitive school from England, Merchant Taylors Northwood. We 
absolutely dominated the dodgeball section coming away undefeated 
thanks to the arms of Tisha and Georgia who could throw it harder and 
further than the boys from the UK! 

Big ups to all of the girls in the team Letisha Rata, Georgia Pompey, 
Santraea King, Shalonda King, Elleana Muraahi, Summah Diaz, Therese 
White, Julie Raikena, Essie Stanley, Michelle Hamilton and Antonia 
Christensen. We definitely couldn’t have achieved anywhere near as much 
as we did without the hard work and time volunteered by our amazing 
coach Miss Alicia Taylor, assistant coach Stacey Rata and manager Bonnie 
Taylor. We would also like to thank TC Rata for all her effort put into helping 
us reach our goal and getting the trip organised. Last but not least we’d 
like to thank everyone in the community that has supported us along the 
way. On behalf of the Putaruru College Senior A Netball Team we would 
like to thank our sponsors and supporters for their kind donations and 
contributions. Your kindness and generosity truly helped to make this trip 
possible for the team.

Cameron Petley Honey Hireme 
South Waikato Auto & Electrical  Rumor   
Stihl Putaruru Wooden Farmer
Draper Whanau Elias Scheres 
Matt Marsh Sandra Ogle   
Bunnings Putaruru Waikato Farm Source
Unichem Pharmacy Hammer Hardware
Andrew Watson Putaruru Squash Club 
Becky’s Massage Kaycee’s Hair Design 
Body Ease Massage Therapy Over the Moon
PGG Wrightson   Moos, Baas & Oinks 
Greenlea Premier Meats Domain Rd Kennels & Cattery

Principal Sponsers of the Putaruru College Senior A Netball Team

Tirau Earthmovers     J & L Olsen Logging Ltd
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•	 Farms/Lifestyle	Blocks
•	 Pump	&	Motor	Controls
•	 Effluent	Systems
•	 Generator	Sales

•	 Residential	Wiring	&	Repairs
•	 Commercial	
•	 Industrial	

For	all	your	electrical	requirements	call	in	and	see
Wayne,	Jan	and	the	team	at	Putaruru	Electrical



PUTARURU AMBULANCE NEWS
Winter is always a busy time for St John and this year has been no exception. 
Wet weather, cold conditions, poor visibility and difficulty accessing 
properties can all create issues for St John as we respond to requests for 
assistance. 

In an emergency when you need St John, be prepared. Here are some ‘tips’ 
to help you be prepared.

If there are other vehicles in the way have someone move one or two 
before we arrive.

Think about your street number or rapid numbers. it’s surprising how many 
are either missing or obstructed from view. In a life threatening emergency, 
wasted time spent looking for the right address is stressful for ambulance 
staff, patients and their families. 

Unless your property is very clearly marked and easy to find, (especially 
in rural areas where it can be confusing with multiple houses and shared 
driveways), sending someone out to direct St John at a driveway entrance, 
or parking a vehicle with hazard lights on can be very helpful. 

While tree lined driveways are usually beautiful, don’t forget to keep 
branches and shrubbery pruned so ambulances and other emergency 
service vehicles can fit through. Turning on an outside light and locking any 
dogs away are also good steps in preparing for our arrival.

Ambulances are quite heavy and don’t do at all well on wet grass, so please 
don’t be offended if we ignore your suggestion of where to turn around! 
Sometimes we have to navigate long, tricky driveways with obstacles, often 
leaving little room and can’t turn around. Give some thought to how it would 
be for emergency service vehicles to access your place if it’s needed in a 
hurry. 

Knowing what to do in an emergency and being prepared is often the key to 
survival, especially with cardiac arrests. More than 1,000 New Zealanders 
collapse with cardiac arrest every year and most happen at home. 

Cardiac arrest is a condition in which the heartbeat stops abruptly and 

unexpectedly. When this happens, blood flow stops flowing to the brain, 
the heart and the rest of the body, and the person collapses. The person 
will die unless they receive help immediately. A quick combination of 
good quality CPR and defibrillation can double the chances of survival and 
increase chances of the person returning to a normal life.
In partnership with Laerdal and ASB, St John are working to help our 
community become HEARTsafe. HEARTsafe status is awarded via points for 
each activity that furthers the goal of saving lives from cardiac arrest. These 
points are called ‘heart beats’ and the number of heart beats required to 
become HEARTsafe depend on the size of the community. 
By becoming HEARTsafe Putaruru would be recognized for its efforts to 
become an invaluable link in the chain of survival in cardiac arrest. The 
heartbeats can earn signs and certificates to display in public buildings. The 
most important part of HEARTsafe is we get to save more lives and over 
the next few weeks we will be investigating and promoting more ways to 
achieve this in our district. 
For now we are working to identify exactly where AED’s (Automated 
External Defibrillators) are currently located in Putaruru and improving 
information on where these life saving devices are available. We will be 
encouraging more AED’s in public places, (anywhere people regularly 
gather), and in workplaces and making them more visible. 
Future goals are providing CPR training and raising awareness on the use 
of AED’s located in the community and in local workplaces. If you are a 
workplace or a group interested in finding out more about HEARTsafe and 
your own AED on site, or if you already have an AED and would like to 
become part of the HEARTsafe community, please contact Station Manager 
Shelly Flintoft at St John Putaruru 07 883 8663. 

FREE BUSINESS DATABASE

 To be included on the free PiP Business   
 Database simply go to the Businesses tab
 on the PiP website and fill in the short on-  
 line form there. 
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PRIDE IN PUTARURU LADIES BREAKFAST
Pride in Putaruru Ladies Breakfast continue to meet two monthly, usually 
enjoying a meal at the Wooden Farmer and a guest speaker. 

We welcomed some new 
faces this month and Lynley 
Edmeades spoke to us about 
her first poetry book, As the 
Verb Tenses which she launched 
recently. 

She took us on her journey 
through growing up, study 
and travel to the publishing of 
this book. Lynley read several 
poems, reminding us all of days 
growing up on a farm and family 
life. Old school friends, teachers 
and well remembered Putaruru 
ladies enjoyed the opportunity 
to make contact with Lynley 
again. 

Copies of the book sold quickly 
and there was much chat about 
past Putaruru days. 

We appreciated another 
opportunity to hear from local talent. 

Pride in Putaruru's Business Awards 20th birthday Celebration take place on 
15 October and we will not have a breakfast that month. 

PIP will co host the Blue Ribbon Breakfast at the Wooden Farmer at 7am 
on November 2. Our Christmas breakfast will be early in December. 

Contact Raewyn on 027 281 0342 or raevic@xtra.co.nz if you would like to 
be on our invite list. 

CHALLENGE FROM THE JULY PRATTLER: CAN YOU FIND A LINK?
The picture below is from a reasonably old movie. While chatting to a 
member of a group that recently performed in Putaruru, The Prattler asked 
if the inspiration for their name came from the movie. The response was, 
“Naaahhhh we’re just ‘ladies’ of a certain age endeavouring to perform 
‘killer’ renditions of our favourite tunes. We like the idea of reclaiming male 
terms and twisting the meaning.” Can you link the movie and the group?

The link was to the group The Lady Kllers who presented a great night at 
The Plaza. The still in the movie frame is from a famous Ealing Studios 
movie called - you guessed it, The Lady Killers, (1955) which has everything 
and nothing to do with music!

The Lady Killers at the Plaza.

As the Verb Tenses by Lynley Edmeades.

Market your most valuable asset with the best, BURMESTER REALTY

Beat this commission rate 2.9%+GST for the first $500,000 then only 2%+GST after that & we include

Feature listing with Trademe - FREE
Feature listing with Realestate.co- FREE

Burmester Independent Website- FREE
No Administration Fees

No Hidden Franchise Fees.

My promise to you
" I will get the best
price for your property."
- Liz Jones-Parry

Liz Jones-Parry
Licensed Salesperson (REAA 2012)

E: liz.jp@burmester.co.nz
W. burmester.co.nz

"your local professional delivering value and service"

M: 021 663 926
P: 0800 18 88 80 O

N
LY 2.90%commission

up to $500,000 2% thereafter plus GST
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PUTARURU CROQUET CLUB BECOMES OFFICIAL
 
Eight years ago 8 members of the Matamata Croquet Club who had all 
shifted to Putaruru within a few months of each other, decided to look at 
setting up a club of their own in Putaruru. An approach to the Putaruru 
Bowling Club resulted in an agreement being reached to lease some spare 
ground that the club had available. Coincidently, this piece of land had 
been the original site of the old Putaruru Croquet Club which had closed 
down in the early 1970’s. 
Enough balls and hoops were hastily sort from other croquet clubs and the 
fledgling club was under way. The first games were played in July of 2008. 
By Christmas of the same year, membership had risen to about 20 players. 
A steady increase in membership over the next few years resulted in more 
players turning up on playing days than could be accommodated on the 
2 lawns that were available. Fortunately the Bowling Club had become 
aware of the Croquet Clubs problem and offered us a spare grass lawn that 
had become redundant to their needs. Following acquisition of the extra 
playing surface, and a further increase in membership, several players 
indicated a desire to play competitively against other clubs or in organised 
tournaments and competitions. Up until this time, PCC had been purely a 
social club with its members having no playing rights outside of Putaruru. 
For our members to play in outside tournaments and competitions it was 
necessary for PCC to belong to a recognised Croquet Association.

In May 2016, PCC became a Member Club of Croquet Waikato-King 
Country (Inc.). This not only gave PCC members the right to play at 
clubs outside of Putaruru, but it also allowed Putaruru Croquet Club to 
run tournaments and invite other clubs to join in. Several tournaments 
have already been programmed in for 2016 - 17. Putaruru has also been 
approached to host a competition that involves clubs from Waikato, 
Thames Valley and the Bay of Plenty Croquet Associations.

Among its members PCC can boast one player who has represented the New 
Zealand playing Association Croquet, 3 members who have played Association 
Croquet or Golf Croquet at National level and several who have played at 
inter-association level. A qualified coach and a referee with international 
experience are also among our members. Playing days are Monday and 
Thursday, with play starting at 9:30am and finishing about 12noon.

Anyone interested in learning more about the game of croquet, in any of 
its formats, is welcome to contact the Club Captain Ron Roberts on 07 883 
3203, or the President Bryan Lesley on 07 883 7426.

PUTARURU TOY LIBRARY
The Putaruru Toy Library is open twice a week, Tuesday 9am - 11am and 
Friday 12pm - 2pm. We are located on Princes Street, opposite Bunnings. 
Annual membership is $30 with toy hire ranging from 50c to $2 for a 
fortnight. We also have a small bouncy castle for hire. 

We were very lucky to receive a grant from Lottery. The committee have 
been busy selecting new and different toys for members. We try and pick 
good quality items families wouldn’t normally have at home that are fun 
and educational. 

We have a Garage Sale planned for Saturday September 24th in the 
downstairs part of The Club in Kensington Street. See the advert in this issue. 

New members are always welcome, so pop in and see our huge selection 
of toys. Go to www.facebook.com/PutaruruToylibrary/ to check us out. 
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Huge congratulations to Kiri  
who received the Sir Peter  
Blake Young Leaders Award  
at a special presentation by  
the Westpac Bank at assembly.     
We are all very proud of you Kiri. 
  

	

 

 

At the end of Term Two we celebrated Matariki by enjoying a 
shared lunch with our families.   We had an amazing amount of food 

to share and the children enjoyed a real feast at lunchtime.                        

All these students received their awards for participating 
in netball and football over the winter months. 

These students took part in an 
Australasian Research Project that 
provided them with a challenge that 
will help them to develop their 
research skills - Jack, Jordan, Harri 
& Tarnysa Rae all passed with Merit 
(over 72%) and Kaya passed with 
Distinction scoring 90%. 
  
	

SWDC COUNCIL BACKS BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICE
The South Waikato District Council, in association with Waikato Innovation Park, is offering a free and 
confidential business mentoring and support service.

“Small and medium sized businesses are truly the backbone of our economy so this service is designed 
to help our local businesses grow, innovate and achieve their goals,” said Council’s Marketing Officer 
Jason Boyce.

This Business Support Service will provide business people with a specialist business advisor who can 
provide an outside perspective and a free business needs assessment to support business growth plans.

The advisor can also point business owners towards free access to government funding programmes, 
Business Mentors New Zealand and the Food Innovation Network.

The service operates on the first Thursday of every month and is based at the Council office in Tokoroa.

“These hours are flexible,” continued Mr Boyce. “Our specialist advisor can also meet with you at your 
own business locations to save you time and give you a better insight into your business.”

“Our Council prides itself on the recent successes in economic growth - delivered through initiatives 
such as this one,” said Craig Hobbs, Council’s Chief Executive.

This initiative is an added value service complementing Council’s existing Business Case Management 
service that walks new and existing business people through Council’s regulatory functions, smoothing 
the sometimes complex regulation process.

“The initiative aligns with Council’s strategic goal of growing our economy and creating more jobs for 
our local people,” said Mr Hobbs.

46 community groups, families, organisations and our generous advertisers chose to share their news with the Putaruru community through 
The Prattler, in August 2015... that means that there were over 200 organisations businesses and clubs that we didn’t hear from!

Be a reader and a contributor, contact:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

We can assist you in spreading the word... enquire using the above email address and be a part of a sharing community...

COPY DEADLINES FOR THE NEXT PRATTLER:     
FRIDAY OCTOBER 7th for OCTOBER (mini edition)   FRIDAY NOVEMBER 25th for DECEMBER
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NANAS TOYBOX WELCOMES A NEW LIFE FORM: CONTEST
Come into Nanas Toybox and meet our new Micronoid and give him a 
name. All entries will go into a draw to win a free set of Meccano to the 
value of $35. Start thinking of exciting names now!

I think the name of the Nanas Toybox Micronoid should be:

Entry Details (please print clearly) 
 My name:

 Contact Phone Number:

 Bring this ENTRY FORM into Nanas Toybox, Princes Street, Putaruru.

WHAT RAIN?
Pupils from local schools played on despite the heavy rain at Glenshea Park 
during a recent sports day.

FREE COMMUNITY DIARY LISTINGS
The most comprehensive free community listing of events each week is on 
the HOME page of the PiP website: prideinputaruru.com

To be included, simply click on the Email us your event details for inclusion 
text at the bottom of the listings for each week.

This weekly events diary is open to all clubs, businesses, schools and 
organisations in the area. 
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ote
Jenny Shattock

for Mayor

South Waikato District

WORKING TOGETHER WE CAN DO SO MUCH

I bring leadership and experience – nine years as deputy mayor
I have business skills and a social heart
I have a long and positive record of commitment and contribution to our district
I promise to work full time as mayor ensuring you get value for money and a 
well run council

Authorised by Jenny Shattock 319 Newell Rd, RD1 Tokoroa 3491

jennyshattock4mayor
E: jennyshattock@gmail.com   M: 0274 416 230 

PRATTLER PHOTOS
Most photos 
that appear in 
The Prattler 
are available 
for purchase in 
print or 
digital form. 

Enquire now, simply contact using this
email: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
stating the:
 • issue number, (see the front page  
  header of each Prattler)
 • page number
 • description of the photo/s requested. 

There is a small charge for this service.

FREE SITUATIONS VACANT LISTINGS
Available now is our free Situations 
Vacant listing service for local businesses 
on the Pride in Putaruru website.

All your advertisement details can be 
entered on-line, and we do the rest! List 
with us now!

http://prideinputaruru.com


THINK OF A CAPTION FOR THIS PICTURE
The "caption this picture" challenge in the July Prattler attracted some 
thoughtful responses. Here are some of the ones we can put in print!

A sign of the times.

School pick up point.

School standards are dropping.

Watch out for school sign 
crossing.

What did you learn in school 
today?

Gone on a School trip.

School put on notice.
 

 School makes a concrete statement about standards.

 ERO report asks school to lift its levels.

 The learning journey path. 

 Kids drop SCHOOL from their to-do list.

 The slippery pole of learning.

 Schools lower the entry level bar.

 School put-downs unacceptable.

 Schools asked to publicly display their decile level.
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WHAT ARROWS? 
They were always there, but recently the Countdown car park area has had 
the direction arrows re-painted. Yes, there is an IN and out OUT, or to use 
the terms that have been painted, an ENTRY and an EXIT.

Are you using these directions when you enter and leave?
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCES
 • & missing from Furniture &  
  Beds sign
 • white road markings gone
 • Top of flashing lights   
  pole removed  
 • LOOK FOR TRAINS sign  
  added
 • NOW removed from   
  OPEN NOW footpath sign 

 All these original 
puzzles are the 
copyright of

 Pride in Putaruru.

WHAT’S DOWN
 • Westpac taking the service out of banking - take the 
  money and run...
 • Facebook negativity 
 • those double parking trucks on Tirau Street

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW PUTARURU?
Where would you find this object? 

Email your details of the location to: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

The July Mystery Object was identified by 32 people. It was one of the water 
tanks at Glenshea Park.
 Like to suggest a mystery object? 
 Please use this email address.
 theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

WHAT’S UP
 • citizens putting their names forward for the South Waikato
  District Council elections 
 • the Spring flowers, calves and lambs
 • The Jayke Hopa story having an American screening

Answers to the Puzzles from pages 38 and 39 of the Prattler

SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER
in Just- 

in Just- 
spring          when the world is mud- 
luscious the little 
lame balloonman 
whistles          far          and wee 
and eddieandbill come 
running from marbles and 
piracies and it's 
spring 
when the world is puddle-wonderful 
the queer 
old balloonman whistles 
far          and             wee 
and bettyandisbel come dancing 
from hop-scotch and jump-rope and 
it's 
spring 
and 
         the 
                  goat-footed 
balloonMan          whistles 
far 
and 
wee       [e e cummings] 

mailto:theprattler%40prideinputaruru.com?subject=


Putaruru Moving Forward (PMF) is a group of local business and community 
people who are working alongside Pride in Putaruru to develop a vision for 
how we would like to see Putaruru develop over the next 30 years. 

The group is working on a draft Putaruru Concept Plan and we want input 
from our community. We would really like people to tell us what they think 
is great about Putaruru and what they think can be done to improve this 
town now and in the future? 

All responses will be appreciated and we will meet shortly after the closing 
date to summarise the comments and then proceed with future planning and 
the development of the concept plan. The survey starts on the next page. 
Copies are also available at the PIP office, Crazy Cow, Hammer Hardware and 
on the PiP website: prideinputaruru.com and the PiP Facebook page.

It is being sent to schools, churches and community groups, It can also be 
completed online at Survey Monkey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
putaruruconceptplan

The key components of our draft concept plan to date are to create: 
1. A local retail hub surrounded by a diverse and progressive rural 

community which is great to live in. This can be defined by:
  • Being a great place for families to live - families choosing to live in   

  Putaruru because it is friendly, safe and has a strong community.
  • Putaruru being a great place to retire, a safe place for retirees that   

  caters to different levels of retirement living, with appropriate   
  health and social services.

  • Vibrant shopping for locals - a great looking mix of shops, which   
  caters for most of the needs of the community. 

2. The best regional rural/commercial service town - rural and commercial 
businesses that support the region defined by:

  • Being responsive to the needs of our surrounding areas.
  • Having maintenance services readily available.
  • Having local resources valued and marketed.
3. A great place to stop, visit and stay - Putaruru leverages off existing 

attractions such as Te Waihou, Waikato River Trails, it’s agricultural 
community and shops to become a visitor destination whose definition 
means that:

  • It has quality accommodation, back packers and camping facilities.
  • Trips to our natural surrounding attractions mean stopping in Putaruru.
  • SH1 traffic know they are coming into a town that is a destination.

After nearly a year of exploring ideas, consulting, planning and long but 
inspiring meetings, Putaruru Moving Forward are ready to move forward.

In addition to the draft concept plan other areas where discussions
continue are:
  • New businesses: the last year has seen a few changes, with new   

  shops opening, expanding or moving, new buildings and  
   sadly some businesses closing. Currently we have 4 potential new
   businesses that are looking at setting up in Putaruru. We have
    needed to bring in professional Business advisors and consultants to  

  assist us with future developments.
  • Upgrade of existing shops: Kaz Designs have worked with us on   

  colour palettes and designs for some of our shops. A photo of one of   
  these is on this page and work on this shop will begin in the next 2 or 3 weeks. 

Other businesses are enthusiastically supporting the proposed designs and 
some have started with designs of their own. 

We are able to make a small financial contribution towards signage and 
have volunteers keen to get started with cleaning and painting. 

Transform Aotearoa have offered to take responsibility for maintaining 
our mosaic pots on Main Street and we are also ready to get started on 
cleaning and painting the seats around our town.

  • Two other key areas we are working on are our infrastructure,   
  including residential housing availability and our business focus and  
  branding for our town.

The Putaruru Moving Forward group is a committed and focused group of 
local people who bring a wide range of skills to the table, not the least is a 
huge amount of enthusiasm. A council rep and council staff offer experience 
as well as their enthusiasm, and their contribution is invaluable.

Members include: Stu Edmeades, Gordon Blake, Phil White, Sue Arthur, 
Richard Heslop, Daniel Van Dyk. Raewyn Whiteman-Thorne, a rep from 
Nicholsons Surveying, Jenny Shattock and council staff Ben Smit, Sam 
Marshall and Tanya Wood. 

We all agree it’s a privilege to be involved in a great team working on an 
exciting project and are ready to act on the survey results.

We welcome your participation in this community survey >>>>>>>>>>>>>>

The before and after proposed signage for Putaruru Fruit & Veges.
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2016 PUTARURU BUSINESS & COMMUNITY CONCEPT PLAN SURVEY
THIS SURVEY IS FOR EVERYONE: FAMILIES, BUSINESSES, FARMERS, COMMUNITY GROUPS SUCH AS SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, SENIOR 
CITIZENS, SPORTS CLUBS... EVERYBODY YOUNG AND OLD WHO COUNT THEMSELVES AS PART OF OUR TOWN...

Please contact any of the following Putaruru Moving Forward members if 
you want to discuss any aspects of this survey: 

 Stu Edmeades Gordon Blake Phil White
 Sue Arthur Richard Heslop Daniel Van Dyk
 Nicholsons Surveying Raewyn Whiteman-Thorne   

SWDC Representatives:
 Jenny Shattock    Ben Smit    Sam Marshall    Tanya Wood

In completing this survey please note the Key Components of the Draft Concept on page12.

1. How important are each of the following in making Putaruru exciting 
and a great place to live?

 • A great place for families to live
 SCALE not important  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10  very important/essential

   Comments:
 

 

 • A great place to retire 
 SCALE not important  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10  very important/essential

   Comments:
 

 
 • Vibrant shopping for locals
 SCALE not important  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10  very important/essential

   Comments:

 

 • The best regional rural/commercial service town
 SCALE not important  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10  very important/essential

   Comments:
 

 

 • A great place to stop, visit and stay - Putaruru is a visitor destination/stopover  
 SCALE not important  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10  very important/essential

   Comments:

2. What would you like Putaruru to be world famous for?

 Either tick one or more of the suggestions below, and/or provide your own suggestion in 
the 'comments' box.

   Comments:

Producing world-class food and beverages

The best place in NZ for a tourist to experience and see 
agricultural life and work
Amazing pristine streams and rivers that are accessible for 
recreation and tourism
A central place to stay to explore the Waikato/Rotorua?

A lively and interesting place to live and raise a family/retire

A central base to explore the great outdoors - rivers, walks...
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Survey forms are available from: 

 • right here in The Prattler
 • https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/putaruruconceptplan
 • PiP Office, 2 Overdale Street, Putaruru
 • PiP website:  prideinputaruru.com
 • PiP Facebook Page
 • Crazy Cow and Hammer Hardware
 • Schools
 • Rangiura and Cardrona

PUTARURU MOVING FORWARD



Great place to live
Tick 6

↓

Should improve
Tick 6

↓

3. What are the six strengths and assets that make the Putaruru 
community unique and a great place to live? 

 What are the six areas that you feel Putaruru should improve?  
   By answering this question, you will help to identify what features of 
Putaruru people are proud of, and what areas we need to improve.

Social Attribute

A place for children to grow up

A place for older people to live

A place with culture and art

Access to performing arts

Blue Spring / Te Waihou Walkway

Central location

Community and Social clubs

Community centres

Community spirit

Community is a blend of cultures and ages

Dining out

Family friendly feel

Feels safe

Fitness activities

Friendly people 

Health services and social services

Job opportunities

Library

Main street

Open spaces were you can walk

Other cycling and walking tracks

Pre School

Primary Schools

Proximity to lakes

Proximity to other recreational activities

Public Transport

Recreational activities

Residential section availability

Residential housing affordability

Residential housing availability

Retail shopping

Secondary School

Service town for rural community

Social interaction ie outdoor space to connect

Sport's Clubs

Supermarkets

Tourism opportunities

Training opportunities

Other (please specify)

4. Looking forward to the future, how would you like to see Putaruru in 
five years time? 

 Comments:

Title

Name

Address

Organisation 
(if applicable) 

Phone number

Email

Surveys are to be returned by 4pm, Tuesday 20th September...

Surveys may be left at either:
 • Pride in Putaruru Office on Overdale Street
 • Hammer Hardware
 • Crazy Cow

or post (freepost) to:
 Putaruru Concept Plan
 Freepost 201
 South Waikato District Council 
 Private Bag 7
 Tokoroa 3444

Thank-you for being a part of Putaruru Moving Forward...

Your contact details please...
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There are many views about the concept of elections. Worldwide it seems 
as if the number of people who vote in democratic elections continues to 
fall. In the last South Waikato Council Elections the voter turnout was 38%. 

Now is a good time to think about making your vote in the forthcoming 
elections. Voting is a structured process that has been formulated to gather 
opinion. It gives individuals power to facilitate change.

Because the number of potential voters is small, (about 6,500 in the 
Putaruru Ward and 2,200 in the Tirau Ward), every vote counts. 

A vote is your voice. Let it be heard. High percentage voting numbers 
amplify our voices. It’s one of the easiest ways to have a say in community 
matters. The higher the turnout the more likely policies will be actioned.

Perhaps it’s a little like that rugby cliché, “use it or lose it.” And if we do lose 
it there’s no point in complaining afterwards. Some believe that those that 
don’t use their voting right, should by default lose their right to complain.

Sometimes we hear the point of view that an individual is too small to make 
a difference - try sleeping in a closed room with a mosquito then!

Too think and act responsibly as a community is very powerful.

SWDC ELECTION INFORMATION
Only people enrolled by August 16, 2016 will be sent their voting papers 
in the mail. Those enrolling after August 16 will need to cast a special 
vote, and will need to contact the electoral officer at Council on 07 885 
0340 to obtain voting papers.

Voting in the local elections is by postal vote from September 16 to 
October 8, 2016. 

Postal votes need to be received by the South Waikato District Council no 
later than 12 noon on Saturday, October 8, 2016.

The South Waikato District Council elections cover:
South Waikato District Council – SWDC
 (a) Election of the Mayor of South Waikato District Council

 (b) Election of ten councillors of the South Waikato District Council as follows:
   • Tokoroa Ward - six councillors
   • Putaruru Ward - three councillors
   • Tīrau Ward - one councillor

 (c)  Election of four members of the Tīrau Community Board as follows:
   • four members by the electors of the Tirau ward

Waikato Regional Council – WRC

Waikato District Health Board – WDHB

PRATTLER LIFT OUT CANDIDATE SECTION
This Special Lift-Out section of The Prattler focuses on the SWDC election 
for Mayor and the Council Positions for the Putaruru and Tirau Wards.

The information on the following pages is as supplied by the candidates. 
The Prattler has offered all candidates an opportunity to present 
information about themselves and also answer a specific question. 

Mayoral candidates were given a 500 word limit for their general statement 
and 400 words to respond to The Prattler question. Ward candidates were 
given a 400 word limit for their general statement and 400 words to respond 
to The Prattler question.

Mayoral and Putaruru Ward candidates were asked by The Prattler: 
 Of what importance is the current Putaruru Moving Forward    
 development to you and what support, (if any) would you give to it?

Tirau Ward candidates were asked by The Prattler: 
 What is the most important Tirau development opportunity you   
 support, and why is this so important?

All those on the South Waikato District Council official database of 
registered 2016 election candidates were simultaneously contacted by 
The Prattler and offered free space to respond to the invitation previously 
described. Candidates were free to accept or decline the offer.

The Prattler and Pride in Putaruru do not accept responsibility for any 
comments made by those who responded, but we encourage you to 
thoughtfully read what they have said.

This special section candidate information is also available on-line at the 
Pride in Putaruru website: prideinputaruru.com

In the pages that follow, the order of Candidates is alphabetical. The listings 
are in this order:
 Mayoral Candidates (for the whole of the SWDC area)
 Putaruru Ward Candidates
 Tirau Ward Candidates

Election advertisements placed by candidates elsewhere in this issue of The 
Prattler, (not the information in this special lift out section), are all paid for 
by the candidate’s concerned.

This is the full list of official candidates for those elections The Prattler is 
detailing. Those who have provided responses to The Prattler invitation 
are shown in bold. 

 Mayoral Candidates (1 required)
  Alan BLAIR
  Tracey DEANE
  Jarrad GALLAGHER
  Jenny SHATTOCK

 Putaruru Ward Candidates (3 required)
  Gray BALDWIN
  Adrienne BELL
  Rachel Rahera O’CONNOR
  Andrea SHAW THORPE
  Keith SILVEIRA
  Herman VAN ROOIJEN

 Tirau Ward Candidates (1 required)
  Derek KEESING
  Hans NELIS
  Peter SCHULTE

VOTING TRIVIA
In Classical Athens, the voting public would write or scratch the name of 
a person on a shard, (ostrakon in Greek), of pottery. When the decision 
at hand was to banish or exile a certain member of society, citizen peers 
would cast their vote by writing the name of the person on the piece of 
pottery. 

The vote was counted and if unfavourable, the person was exiled for a 
period of ten years from the city, thus giving rise to the term ostracism.



Alan Blair

My aim is to lead real unification of the South Waikato, improve outside 
perspectives of the district - particularly Tokoroa ¬- strengthen links between 
council, iwi, Pacific Island and youth groups and improve efficiencies in our 
Parks and Reserves and our roading infrastructure expenditure. 

During doorknocking I have found a disconnect between the north and 
south. Putaruru people feel quite strong negativity towards Tokoroa. In 
Tirau, I have been repeatedly told Council has neglected the town. 

South Waikato is competing with many other districts for new business and 
economic growth. Business investment and growth happens by osmosis. 
The developments in Rolfe Way and in the industrial area in Tirau are 
examples. It needs only one substantial business to set up.

Maori through Raukawa are an integral part of our community. The 
relationship with Raukawa has to be strong. I would like to think that when 
their Board is making investment decisions the first place they will think of 
to look to invest is South Waikato. A strong relationship with Maori will be 
of great benefit to all in our community.

What extra facilities are needed for youth in Arapuni, Tirau and Putaruru ? 
The daily transport for students to Waikato University is a great initiative. 
If those ‘in the know’ think it ought to be extended for the full term that it 
takes students to earn their degree I will be a staunch advocate. It is very 
unlikely I would be convinced that ratepayer money should be spent to fund 
the service. 

We must reduce wasted expenditure in our parks and reserves; there must 
be more transparency in this area.

I am concerned that too often pavement rehabilitation appears to result 
in rework, such as recently the Arapuni Rd in Putaruru . Why has it not 
been shaped so storm-water runs to the kerbs rather than into streams 

longitudinally along the surface? Why is it already being patched? I want to 
know council staff knows what is going wrong and how they are going to 
prevent re-occurrences.  

I am a strong advocate of fiscal prudence. Parts of our society are low 
decile, and farmers are doing it extremely hard. We need to get the 
upgrades to Putaruru , Tirau, and Tokoroa town centres completed and 
knuckle down to sticking to our core services and the social initiatives that 
are part of current policy.  We must identify what are ‘need to haves’ and 
be prepared to make hard decisions so our district is affordable to live in. 

Tirau must be seen as a ‘destination.’ It is inevitable a State Highway by-pass 
will be built, as the bottleneck through the town becomes intolerable. 

I have questions as well as answers. The lack of green space needs to be 
addressed. Will opening the walkway to the Domain and the development 
of it be sufficient? Should the dog-off-leash area be fenced to make it safer? 
Is there a solution to the problem Tirau and Arapuni residents have in 
disposing green waste with the nearest facility being at Putaruru ? 
 
Prattler Question: Of what importance is the current Putaruru Moving 
Forward development to you and what support if any, would you give it?

My vision is a growing, bustling and vibrant Putaruru which is memorable 
for visitors, investors and a home for proud residents. 

We can go a long way to achieving that through a planned and staged approach 
to concentrating on the three precincts identified in the Putaruru Concept Plan.

They are:
A reason to stay: Not simply a place to stay - and there are good reasons 
because of Putaruru ’s central location which provides quick access to 
River Trails, Te Waihou Walkway, Maungatautari, Rotorua, Waitomo Caves, 
Otorohanga Kiwi House and the Pureora Cycle Trail. 

A service town: You might say it goes without saying, but nothing is a granted. 
Putaruru is well positioned to serve both agricultural and industrial sectors 
and with organisations like Putaruru Moving Forward helping, it will do so.

Local retail hub: Putaruru enjoys well laid out streets with plenty of parking 
and has a wide range of businesses and goods. Innovative ideas and drivers 
are the keys to success in all three of these precincts and I am reminded 
of the success of Putaruru start-up business Over the Moon Cheese. From 
small beginnings in 2007 it employs more than 20 staff today. 

The strength of every community is measured by the sum of its parts - and 
great communities are those which aspire to be collectively greater than 
the sum of their parts. 

Putaruru is the second largest urban entity in the South Waikato and for the 
district to prosper it is essential this community has a comprehensive plan 
that meets the challenges of a changing world.

After a century of prosperity based on saw milling and the servicing the 
dairy industry, Putaruru has undergone major changes in the past decade 
- the growth of Rangiura has provided much needed employment but the 
closure of the Princess Street saw milling site left many in the community 
looking for work.

As Auckland becomes more crowded and unaffordable, people and investors 
will be looking for a location such as Putaruru to settle in. There is every reason 
Putaruru can be the home of a cluster of hi-tech value adding businesses.

A well thought out and implemented plan will increase the well-being of 
the current community and show those who are carrying out due diligence 
of this community that it is a viable place to invest and live in.

As mayor, I look forward to supporting and encouraging initiatives - let’s do it!

VOTING TRIVIA
Women in New Zealand gained the right to vote in 1893. It was the first 
independent country to do so in modern times.



Tracey Deane

I want to make the biggest difference you have seen in the South Waikato 
for over a decade. 

I have been in Leadership and Finance roles for over 30 years, Policy, 
Strategy, Budget and Marketing roles for 24 years, Group/Franchise 
Network Governance for 16 years. I have coached managers to achieve 
higher performance for themselves and their people, designed systems 
and been a trouble-shooter for 30 years. I have a reputation for honesty 
and integrity in business in NZ and the UK. I am neutral, fair and will ensure 
process is followed.

The first role of Council is Democracy - the people must have their say, 
and Councils were originally designed to do the core functions and ensure 
people lived well together. They enabled people. I will use my experience 
in organisations, to bring council processes to the people in ways that are 
easy to understand so that you get your say, without holding up progress. I 
will review systems and processes that are impairing your enjoyment of life. 
Our Council is out of touch - I will unite us.

Business & Economic Development
I will be leading economic development and it will create jobs - at NO cost to 
the ratepayer. If you are a South Waikato business, I want to meet with you 
regularly. I will respect your confidentiality. I want to support you in any way 
I can to grow your business. Use my experience, knowledge and networks. 
You are the people who have committed to our district so we need to ensure 
we serve you first. From my conversations with you, we can strategically 
attract new businesses here that have synergies with yours. This strategic 
thinking will potentially save your business money, and give the new 
business a bread and butter client base here to get them started. Win/win. 

I will be approaching entire new business sectors, preferably ones that can 
buy from existing companies. This process will be strategic and will start 
with a two prong approach: 

(1) Businesses that your town wants to attract (as revealed by your focus 
groups),  

(2) Businesses that manufacture free energy and future technology 
especially if their products or services will reduce the day to day living costs 
of our people. The way of the future is sustainable energy - South Waikato 
is a perfect location to lead this technology.

Social & Community Development
We have some hard issues to face, but we also have the most extraordinary 
people, working to solve them. I already support organisations and 
volunteers who are at the coal face. Council should be supporting these 
problem solvers, in the form of advocating, assisting with sourcing 
sustainable funding, lobbying Government, getting people and groups 
together to nut out solutions. We need to work together - count me in.

I want to see affordable, healthy homes especially for families and those 
with health issues. I will be approaching Central Government and Iwi for 
collaborative solutions on housing. This should not be ratepayer funded. 
I will set up a working group to review our rates system. This will include 
researching alternative rate options as well as exploring new (conservative) 
revenue streams that could relieve rates.
 
Prattler Question: Of what importance is the current Putaruru Moving 
Forward development to you and what support if any, would you give it?

Putaruru and Tirau are my local towns as we live eight minutes from both. 
Neither town has seen any benefit from the Council in the last decade, in 
fact, services are reduced. I FULLY SUPPORT the towns taking the lead in 
their future development. Furthermore, I would expect Council to assign 
staff such as a Town Planner, to both groups to guide or assist in putting 
together their plans. 

I would go further and suggest council assist both groups to compile a more 
comprehensive 10 to 20 year plan which would take into account expected 
growth - including that which WILL come from the Cambridge by-pass. 

I would go even further and say, it is our duty to ensure that all traffic on 
State Highway One going through our towns, is serviced with everything 
it could possibly need. If each town selects the ‘markets’ or groups of 
customers they want to provide services for, (therefore pulling them 
off the highway into their towns), it provides a solid basis for future 
economic development. Not only will it show a future that new business 
and families can see and relate to, but it has potential to attract funding 
for infrastructure from central Government and low or no interest, which 
removes rates pressure off the current population. 

With good growth comes community needs - young people, families, 
and retirees included - pastimes, hobbies, places to go, places to meet. 
Libraries, swimming pools, parks, etc are all good but we need to look 
further into what these places are becoming in other parts of the world 
and apply/adapt the concepts to ourselves. Auckland libraries are now 
community hubs for everyone - and Tirau’s is now closed because it was 
only a book lender, short-sighted. People need places to come together. 
What other community space does Putaruru need? Use your projects to 
DRIVE Council - make us work for you! I would very much enjoy sitting 
on these committees and will offer my experience of people, 20 years in 
building and manufacturing, council process and world vision, to create 
longer term, strategic solutions that we can use to accelerate growth. We 
are just scratching the surface of our full potential!

VOTING TRIVIA
What all candidates would like is a mandate, the authority to carry out his 
or her policies, gained by winning an election. 

The term mandate comes from mandatum, meaning ‘something 
commanded.’ It combines the words manus (hand) and dare (to give.) 

This gives us the notion of those who are literally given their jobs by the 
hands of their constituents.
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Jenny Shattock

I am a true local. I was born in Putaruru and grew up and was educated in Tokoroa. 

I am a Justice of the Peace and in 2014 I was awarded a Queens Service 
Medal for services to the community. I’m on many organisations in the 
district including trustee on the Achievement Centre Trust, Board member 
of TCOSS, Putaruru Moving Forward and the Tirau Community Board.

I have been Deputy Mayor for 9 years. I have learnt well under Gordon 
Blake and Neil Sinclair. I have the experience, passion, understanding and 
skills to be your Mayor.

Leadership and experience is vital to guide our Council through the complexities 
of local government. I have the knowledge, skills and understanding from 
serving on Council and 9 years as Deputy Mayor. There will be new faces 
around the council table after the election, and I can lead them to make sure 
our Council continues to focus on improving our district for our people.  

CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY: We live in a beautiful district, filled with 
wonderful people. It deserves a Council that is led by people who are 
passionate about seeing the district thrive on the opportunities that are 
presented to us. 
•Pensioner and community housing project must be progressed to cater for 
all members of our community.
•Create community focus/interest groups to encourage engagement and 
consultation - Council and our communities working together.
•The Urban Connector district bus service will continue.

PATHWAYS FOR OUR YOUTH: Youth are our future. We need to make sure there are 
the opportunities available for them to help our district in the years to come.

•Youth education and training is important for our districts future. The 
Trades Training Centre will be expanded to meet future needs of our 
businesses including a creative arts academy based at the Plaza and the 
University Bus will continue.

WELCOMING BUSINESS: Encouraging business growth will lead to more jobs 
and a more vibrant district for us all to enjoy.
•Celebrating our towns through - Tokoroa’s Leith Place project, Putaruru 
Moving Forward, the Tirau walkway, the Tirau Domain project, Tirau traffic 
management plan projects and furthering the Arapuni community plan.
•I want rezoning to encourage new residential subdivisions in the district.
•Council must encourage new businesses to come to our district.
•Investigate Ultrafast Broadband for Putaruru and Tirau.

PROMOTING OUR REGION: Natural beauty, amazing people – we need to 
open our arms to tourism, while making sure we protect what we have for 
future generations.
•With our Waikato River Trails and Te Waihou Walkway, there are future 
opportunities to explore in tourism. 
•Promote and support the aspirations of our diverse ethnic communities 
and showcase their talents.

PRESERVING FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS: We need to make sure our district 
is prepared for future change. 
•I will lead a council that is prudent with ratepayer’s money. Core 
infrastructure, along with the social activities our communities need, must 
be efficiently delivered. 
•We must have economic growth but not at the expense of our 
environment.
•We must prepare for population and demographic change into the future. 

We have the opportunity to positively change and grow our district. 
Building on a strong base, I can lead the South Waikato into the future and 
achieve our place as a destination in New Zealand.

Prattler Question: Of what importance is the current Putaruru Moving 
Forward development to you and what support if any, would you give it?

Our current Council has had as its vision “More Jobs and Better Promotion,” 
but we all know that Council doesn’t create jobs. It is the community people 
involved in business that best produce jobs. What Council does is facilitate. 
Council gets rid of red tape and smoothes the resource consent process. 

Groups like Putaruru Moving Forward with community leaders on board can 
encourage businesses to realise the advantages of being in a community like Putaruru. 
They are the best people to showcase the advantages of coming to 
Putaruru, and best able to get locals to spruce up the town. They are the 
best people to work on concept plans and they understand the grass roots 
issues. Putaruru Moving Forward showcases localism, local decisions for 
local issues and supported by our Council. 

We saw that this group Putaruru Moving Forward had the drive to set the 
scene for Putaruru but it needed resources immediately and therefore to 
get it going Mayor Neil and I gave them $10,000 from the mayoral fund 
because it couldn’t wait till next year’s Annual Plan. I see Council continuing 
to resource Putaruru Moving Forward and hopefully the Drive Trust will as 
well. Council staff are there to support and make it as easy as possible for 
Putaruru Moving Forward to achieve their goals.

Council must follow the rules but the “One Stop Shop” we have at Council is 
working well. 
I am particularly glad that I am the Council representative on this group and 
as I am part of the economic group at Council I know that with the “Three 
Precinct” concept that Putaruru Moving Forward has identified as the future 
plan for Putaruru it is going to see a Putaruru that satisfies locals as the place 
to live, work and play and also finds and helps businesses to locate here... and 
with the shift down from Auckland stimulates residential sub divisions. 

I have already been challenging Council to work on more residential 
sections right across the District. I know we have subdivisions here in 
Putaruru that are on the books but these have been put on hold. We could 
perhaps look at Totara Park or the old primary school land or join Ruru 
Crescent with East Street or Sholson Street. There are lots of possibilities for 
Putaruru Moving Forward and together with a public/private partnership 
possible we can open up Putaruru and see it grow.



© Randy Glasbergen

Gray Baldwin

Tihe mauri ora
Ko Maungatautari te maunga
Ko Pokaiwhenua te awa
Ko Ngati Pakeha te iwi
Ko Gray Baldwin ahau 
I am a 50 year old dairy farmer and live a few minutes past the Putaruru 
golf course. Married to Marilyn for 28 years, we have 3 children, Joel 
(married to Joanna), Larissa and Heidi. Our grandsons Peyton and Riley are 
the 5th generation of our family to live on our farm. 
Growing up in Putaruru, I went to Oraka Heights School, Putaruru 
College and then thanks to the Putaruru Rotary Club, I went on a student 
exchange to Germany in 1983. On return to New Zealand I completed 
an M.Agr.Sc degree at Massey. I also have two diplomas, one in Business 
Administration and another in Theology. I enjoy playing keyboard music 
and a bit of shooting. We have been releasing yellow coloured pheasants 
on the farm. 
I am a director of Ballance Agri-Nutrients, LIC and Trinity Lands Ltd, a 
significant ratepayer operating 20 farms in South Waikato. I also sit on the 
South Waikato Drive Trust, set up by Council to promote job growth and 
business development in South Waikato. 
I have a very positive view of the forestry industry in our district and am a 
member of the NZ Farm Forestry Association. We have 90Ha of our own 
forests with another 55Ha scheduled to be planted this season. 
I am standing for Council because I believe the district is poised for 
significant progress. Putaruru is seeing property prices rise as the pressure 
from Auckland spills over to Hamilton and Tauranga. People from these 
cities are moving to our district, we need to welcome them and get 
ourselves organised to handle the growth. 
I note that Matamata, Cambridge and Te Awamutu all have new housing 
subdivisions going on. Why doesn’t Putaruru? Council needs to take a lead role. 
The water we have in our town is unique in all New Zealand. Yet we seem to 
be having squabbles about how to handle tourism growth to our iconic Blue 
Spring. Council needs to put in proper amenities. 
I want to see us strike the right balance between having good roads and 
public facilities, but also keep a limit on rising rates. 
I acknowledge the good work done by Cr Anne Edmeades who is retiring 
and seek your voting support to replace her slot on Council.

Prattler Question: Of what importance is the current Putaruru Moving 
Forward development to you and what support if any, would you give it?

The Putaruru Moving Forward initiative looks to me like a well thought out 

proposal worthy of support. Members of the committee driving it are all 
passionate Putaruru people with a strong track record of business activity 
and service to our town. The fact that the initiative already has some 
Council financial support, bodes well for future community consultation to 
make the initiative a reality.

I would support the direct branding of the three proposed precincts.
The Visitors precinct needs to focus on water, artisan food and the Waikato 
river trails - these are the sources of competitive advantage we have. 
If these things become central, more cafés, restaurants and improved 
accommodation for tourists will follow.

The Industrial precinct needs to focus on dairy and forestry support. We 
are lucky to have three farm retail stores in town being RD1, Farmlands 
and PGG Wrightson. Long may they stay and provide competitive services 
to farmers. 

I think we could do better at forestry industry support - since the closure 
of the CHH timber mill, this has waned a bit. But we still have Pacific Pine 
and a number of harvesting crews based in Putaruru. We need more good 
businesses like Stihl Shop supporting them.

The Retail precinct is the hardest of the three to really transform the 
town and give us a much needed boost. Frankly, we need a new anchor 
business on which other retailers can piggy back. I think it’s time for a new 
supermarket. I am a regular customer at Countdown Putaruru and I take 
my hat off to the good staff who work hard on a difficult and restricted 
site. However, a big new Pak ‘n Save or New World is what we really need. 
Council needs to make a serious effort at rolling out the red carpet to the 
Foodstuffs group. 

In summary, I will definitely do my bit to support Putaruru Moving Forward. 
That doesn’t mean an open ended cheque book, but creative, behind the 
scenes efforts to achieve some of the ideas outlined above, definitely.

VOTING TRIVIA

In Australia, voting is compulsory and citizens over 18 are fined if they do 
not cast a vote.
There was an amendment proposed in 1916 in the US Constitution that all 
acts of war should be put to a national vote, and every person that voted 
yes had to register for volunteer service in the army. 
The word candidate dates back to the 17th century, but comes from the 
Latin candidatus, meaning ‘white robed’ - derived from the white toga 
worn by those standing for office in ancient Rome. 

"If you vote for me I promise better housing, more food and prettier stones."

Thinking isn't agreeing or disagreeing. That's voting. [Robert Frost]

Every election is determined by the people who show up. [Larry J. Sabato]

I never voted for anybody. I always voted against. [W.C. Fields]



Adrienne Bell

I moved to Putaruru from Auckland 18 years ago with a background in 
property law, banking and marketing/PR. I currently work as Manager/
Public Relations for a social services organisation and do freelance work 
in the small business, arts and entertainment sectors. I belong to the NZ 
Association of Events Professionals, the Public Relations Institute of NZ, 
the Putaruru Council of Social Services and the Putaruru Rotary Club. I 
teach music and have networks in the arts and entertainment industries in 
Auckland and the Waikato. 

My formal qualifications are in Business, Communications and Psychology 
and I continue my studies through distance study. I also do training each 
year through Community Law Waikato and Careers NZ and attend regular 
professional development training and networking through PRINZ and 
other professional bodies.

I am now seeking election for a third term as a Councillor representing the 
Putaruru Ward on the South Waikato District Council. My main priorities 
are for open communications between council and the community, 
financial accountability - especially where services are contracted out - and 
the provision of good basic services and facilities.

Through my work I am aware of the financial stresses that many in our 
community are facing and I am concerned that we exercise prudence and 
careful management in the spending of ratepayer money. At the same time 
we need to develop our reputation in order to attract more businesses and 
more ratepayers so that the growing cost of managing our infrastructure 
and our environment is spread more widely. Much of that cost relates to 
our extensive roads network and changes to legislation in regards to water 
treatment and discharge. New legislation in other areas such as building 
standards, food safety, alcohol licensing and environmental protection 
have also had an effect on council costs. Unfortunately, this has sometimes 
meant less money spent where some would prefer it to be spent.
Meanwhile it is good to see that many are moving to Putaruru. Most I have 
met have come from larger towns and all are delighted and happy that they 
have made the move. Cheaper housing, lack of traffic and a quieter pace 
of life are all draw-cards. Above all, I am told, it is the friendly people that 
have made them feel at home here. Please feel free to share your views or 

concerns with me. You can contact me on 027 471 2404 or at adriennejb@
yahoo.co.nz.

Prattler Question: Of �hat importance is the current Putaruru Moving 
Forward development to you and what support if any, would you give it?

I’m very pleased to hear that work is progressing on the Putaruru Moving 
Forward Project and that Pride in Putaruru hopes to have a proposal ready 
within three months. The redevelopment of the physical appearance of 
Putaruru’s CBD is an important step if we are to attract new residents and 
businesses to town. As long as local businesses are involved in the process 
and feel they are a part of the development then they will be able to feel 
that this is an exciting new start for them. Businesses which have been “in 
the doldrums” for some time will be motivated to try something new.

A shiny new shop on its own doesn’t guarantee business success however 
and I would suggest that businesses take this opportunity to look at all 
areas of their operations - for instance the “Four P’s” of marketing: price, 
product, position and promotion. I always add a fifth “P” - people. Make 
sure all your “P”s are the best they can be.

I am willing to offer support in my areas of expertise but am wary of the 
potential for conflicts of interest.

This Project has been under development for some time and I look forward to 
being able to give my full support once I have seen the Concept Plan, Feasibility 
Study, Budget, Action Plan, Timetable and other documentation which will allow 
progress and costs to be properly monitored over the term of development. 

The result, I am sure, will be a renewed and revitalised Putaruru that we 
can be proud to live in and do business in. 

Herman Van Rooijen

My name is Herman Van Rooijen and I’m standing for the position of 
Councillor for the Putaruru Ward of the South Waikato District. I am blessed 
with good health, and a “can do” attitude, and I’m a do-er.

Thea and I have lived in the district for 53 years and raised our family of 
four, and been in Lichfield since 1978. As a team, we have always been



very involved in community affairs, sharing a love of rural life and the 
environment. The Lions Club, Over 50’s and the Putaruru Community 
gardens are some current examples.

I have a wealth of experience, gained from 6 terms, and always work for the 
betterment of residents. Listening to peoples’ concerns, solving problems 
and simply sharing ideas give me real satisfaction.
On Council I’m a team player and always do my homework to come to the 
table well informed. I’m prepared to stand up for Putaruru, town and rural, 
yet am always conscious of the whole district.

Special interests include: Te Waihou, Barnetts reserve, River Trails and the 
community gardens. They are all part of making us a vibrant place to live 
and work.

Advocacy for good services like eduction, arts and crafts, and health are 
an important part of council’s work, in this regard transport to and from 
hospitals come to mind. I’m a strong believer in local democracy so we can 
give our local community a voice. As our society ages, good services for 
older persons become ever more important, and I am convinced giving our 
young people an education and a reason to stay becomes imperative.

So that brings me to economic development. In a rural town like ours, 
the bond between country and town is so obvious, it’s fundamental. The 
Healthy Rivers project, aiming to clean up our waterways will help to make 
the farming future sustainable. Jobs in industry like at Lichfield Fonterra will 
feed through into more local residents, provided we make it attractive to 
live here.

I like to touch on the walk and cycle ways, dear to my heart. They are there 
for ourselves and as a means to bring outsiders in and broaden South 
Waikato’s economy. They bring a vibrancy and opportunities that we as 
community need.

I understand our community’s needs and aspirations: it is the community I 
wish to serve. Please give me your vote.

Prattler Question: Of what importance is the current Putaruru Moving 
Forward development to you and what support if any, would you give it?

First up, I see Putaruru as a rural service town, a place where people know 
each other, care for each other and see it as a good place to live.
For the town to thrive, the rural sector in all its forms needs to be strong and 
sustainable. Pastoral farming and forestry form the basis and particularly 
dairy has been and is under great pressure. I am optimistic that dairy will turn 
the corner and come out strong, it hurts in the meantime though!

Wai Ora/Healthy Rivers aims to make all activity more sustainable and is a 
huge challenge, not only to rural but also to our towns. It will require major 
upgrades in sewage treatment and storm water disposal.
Over the last decade, tourism, through walking and cycling has grown 
rapidly and enables visitors and locals to enjoy the surroundings we live in. 
Putaruru is going to be in an exciting position, as State Highway 1 is going 
to be bypassing Hamilton in a few years time and our three towns will have 
new opportunities to offer services to passing traffic. I see Council having 
a role in enabling the private sector to capitalise on those opportunities. 
To make use of the opportunities, we need to be attractive to travellers, 
offer as broad a range of quality services as possible and that is where I see 
Putaruru Moving Forward having a major role. And as a councillor I have 
been and will be in full support. 

As demand for houses increases we will likely need more space to build, 
from either infill or new subdivision and that may well be where Arapuni, 
Puketurua, Lichfield and Te Waotu have opportunities.

I have always been a strong advocate of supporting local business, we need 
them and they need us.

Transport to and from health services needs to be developed and then patronised.

If successful, I intend to be involved and supportive of Putaruru Moving 
Forward and together create a vibrant, thriving home town.

Andrea Shaw Thorpe

At heart, I am a passionate Putaruru girl and this is why I am standing as a 

I grew up in Putaruru. I left for a few years to work and further my 
education but my husband and I returned eight years ago. We love living in 
the South Waikato District. My parents are still living here. Putaruru is, and 
always will be, my home.
 
I am a self-employed Neuro Muscular Massage Therapist; it is my love and 
vocation. This is my 13th year as an independent business woman.
 
In my spare time I am a Rawleighs distributor, an avid gardener, (given 
the time), and a practical greenie who recycles, composts and knows the 
secrets of garden mulch. I am an enthusiastic supporter of fellow business 
women, a Neighbourly Lead and a member of the Waotu-Puketurua 
Garden Circle and the Pride in Putaruru team. Pride in Putaruru has given 
me insight into working with Council and the confidence to participate in 
group discussions. I enjoy working with this dedicated and focused group 
of people who have Putaruru’s future firmly in their sights. When elected 
to Council I plan to keep Putaruru’s community and its needs as a personal 
priority within the prospering South Waikato. I want the South Waikato 
to thrive as my business has. My family relies on our region continuing to 
flourish. I want to help keep Putaruru as a wonderful place to live and work, 
a ‘must-see’ destination to visitors and a sustainable entity. I will continue 
to be part of the groups that have an eye to Putaruru’s future, whatever 
that may bring.

I look forward to having open discussions with you about the positive 
solutions that you can offer our district and how we, as one community, can 
keep Putaruru alive. 

I sat in the public gallery of Council one day and was pleasantly surprised. I 
enjoyed the material that was presented and found myself inspired by the 
discussion that followed. I believe I will make a positive influence on Council 
over the next three years. My work allows me the flexibility to attend meetings 
and do the necessary research in preparation for meetings. I am looking forward 
to the challenge of Council and being an integral part in the positive changes 
that we can make to ensure the South Waikato Districts prosperous future. 

Prattler Question: Of what importance is the current Putaruru Moving 
Forward development to you and what support if any, would you give it?

Right from the start I have supported Pride in Putaruru and the Putaruru 
Moving Forward Steering Group. We have 2 groups of brilliantly motivated 
individuals volunteering and devoting their time to our town’s revitalisation.

(Andrea Shaw Thorpe - continued on the next page.)



(Andrea Shaw Thorpe - continued from the previous page.)

They are totally focused on doing some amazing things for Putaruru. They 
are bringing the big picture and money developments into realisation for 
our town. 

Putaruru Moving Forward have retrieved paperwork from local community 
meetings from over the years. They continue with new ideas from recent 
meetings, and bring the genius that they themselves have, to look forward 
into Putaruru’s possible future. Combining all this information they bring us 
this practical 3 pronged approach for Putaruru’s overall improvement.

In other words, we needed these groups to get things moving. Then the 
rest of us can jump on board to help, supporting them with our talents and 
willingness to be involved in developing a great future for Putaruru and for 
the South Waikato. 

Keith Silveira

Kia ora koutou katoa I’m Keith Silveira. I have been a teacher within the 
South Waikato for most of my working life. I am married to April and we 
have four grown children, and one mokopuna. I have previously taught at 
Tokoroa North School and played sport for Tokoroa Pirates Rugby Club and 
Tokoroa Bowling Club. 

I have taught at Putaruru High School and for the last fifteen years helped 
create the Wharekura in Putaruru where I am currently Principal. I am 
heavily involved in rugby as Chairman of Waikato Schools Rugby for ten years 
and currently Chiefs Schools delegate to the NZ Schools Rugby Council. 

I am standing for council with the hope of maximizing the opportunities that 
exist within the South Waikato aligned to resource development, resource 
management and our greatest resource, our people.

VOTING TRIVIA
Americans used to vote with their voices - viva voce - or with their hands 
or with their feet. Yea or nay. Raise your hand. All in favour of Jones, stand 
on this side of the town common; if you support Smith, line up over there. 

In the colonies, as in England, casting a vote rarely required paper and pen. 
The word ballot comes from the Italian ballotta, or little ball, and a ballot 
often was a ball, or at least something ballish, like a pea or a pebble, or, 
not uncommonly, a bullet. 

Colonial Pennsylvanians commonly voted by tossing beans into a hat. 

Paper voting wasn’t meant to conceal anyone’s vote, it was just easier 
than counting beans. Casting a ‘secret ballot’ was considered cowardly, 
underhanded, and despicable. 

It was though that voting secretly would “destroy that noble generous 
openness that is characteristic of an Englishman.”

The word poll derives from an old Germanic word meaning 'head.' A poll 
was the process of numbering off heads in the days when people literally 
stood up to be counted at election time. 

Inscribed jurors’ ballots, fourth century B.C.



Derek Kessing

I am proud to live in Tirau, the gateway to the south Waikato. I was voted 
on the Tirau Community Board last term. I have thoroughly enjoyed the 
work and involvement. My focus was to bring the community concerns to 
the attention of the council. Now I want to be your Ward Councillor. My 
motivation is to ensure we are properly represented at the council table. I 
believe the TCB has been a great voice for our ward, I will ensure that the 
TCB receives information back from the council table and back into the 
community. Transparent democracy.

I have been a chairperson on a school board of trustees and held executive 
positions in various clubs. My Electrical Company works in a very tightly 
controlled environment where compliance and legislative requirements abound. 
The safety and welfare of my employees is paramount to running a good 
business. That care and diligence along with good communication skills and 
experience on the TCB means I will be an effective voice for the Tirau Ward.

The Mayor made his views very clear regarding representation, i.e. a 
Northern and Southern Ward and the abolition of the TCB. The Tirau Ward 
made it clear to the council that the people of Tirau wanted to retain 
the TCB. The Councillors voted against this change. The mayor has not 
attended TCB meetings, the next mayor must. At the public meetings we 
held in Tirau, there was a general air of dissatisfaction with the attitude 
of Council towards the Tirau Ward. At Tirau Community Board meetings, 
and personally the CE and Mayor have asked me, "What are the issues? Is 
it Perception or Fact?” Going forward as YOUR Ward Councillor and with a 
committed Tirau Community Board’s support I will close that gap between 
reasonable expectation and reality. If there are issues, then they will be 
addressed.

The consultation plan for the future of Tirau ward needs to be finished. My 
mission is TARGET ON TIRAU. I support local people who live, work and play 
in the South Waikato.

Derek Keesing for Tirau Ward Councillor… No hidden agenda. No fancy 
promises. Listen. Advocate. Inform.

If one of my fellow candidates wins the election for Tirau councillor I would 
I would ask for your vote to put me back on the TCB. As a Community Board 
Member I will be petitioning the Ward Councillor constantly for the best 
outcomes for our Ward.

Hans Nelis

My name is Hans Nelis, and I am standing for councillor in the Tirau ward in 
the South-Waikato District.

As a family we have lived in the district since 1980 when we started share-
milking in Tapapa. Anita and I have six children, three of our sons are 
farming in the district and our grandchildren are attending Tirau Primary 
School and soon Te Waotu Primary School. Last year I went back to Waikato 
University to do a post-graduate diploma in dispute resolution. In the area 
of governance I have been chairman of the BOT of Te Poi Primary School.

Anita and I have been active in retiring wetlands on our farms and that 
has gained some credits from Fonterra and the Regional Council. We have 
entered the Balance Farm Environment Awards with some success.

As we are also running a business, employing people and communicating 
with staff, complying with regulations and laws, analysing financial 
performance, develop strategy documents, I believe I have the skills to 
represent our community. I am a person that does not mix words, and ask the 
hard questions. I believe in local democracy, and I believe in unity between 
the urban and rural sectors. Together we have created a unique district, 
where Tirau is the front door to the magnificent South-Waikato district.

With the population of NZ growing at a faster rate this offers challenges, 
the poor dairy pay-out has an effect on the community, but due to good 
governance of our leaders I believe the council is in a good position to make 
the most of the opportunities our district has to offer.

To make sure good governance is assured I ask you to vote for Hans Nelis.

Prattler Question: What is the most important Tirau development 
opportunity you support, and why is this so important?

I believe that the development of the Tirau township is really important. 
The process has started; we see new houses being build, light engineering 
in the industrial area is coming away, the hospitality sector is enjoying a 
boom after the completion of the new Highway past Cambridge. 

The playground next to BP gets used quite a bit by young families that take 
a break in Tirau during a long trip. Tirau is just not only a service town for 
farmers, it receives a lot of ‘destination-shoppers’ because it has build up 
a reputation. There is a demand for public toilets, the signage towards the 
parking area behind ‘Enchanted’ needs improving, these are some of the 
main things needed for the traveling public. 

The community board has done fantastic work in developing the walking trail 
over the Oraka stream with the help of the local community, so I think we 
should embrace development with the members of this progressive community.



Peter Schulte

My name is Peter Schulte, and I have been a New Zealand resident since 
1980. I am married to Sang, who is a Registered Nurse at Waikato Hospital. 
I have lived in Tirau for 15 years owning two local cafés, POPPYS and Beanz 
and Machines. Since 2008 I have roasted coffee on Hillcrest Street. I am also 
a member and current President of the Tirau Lions’ Club.

My heart is in Tirau and I am proud to call Tirau my home. I promise you 
that I will do my absolute best to work for you, Tirau and the District and 
to be your voice at the Council. I also will work with the elected members 
and the Council staff and the Tirau Community Board for the betterment of 
Tirau and our district.

With me you get a full time councillor and I still can run my business 
without interfering with my council duties. I am also available for you on 
most mornings up to 8:30am in my shop on Hillcrest Street and then I can 
attend to my Council duties. You can call me anytime on 07 883 1887.

As a resident of Tirau we deserve a Councillor who has our interest in his 
heart! Many of our services have been taken away, and our rates increased, 
but it’s about time that Tirau stands up and demands that at least some of 
our services return here. Why do we have to drive 24 kilometres to get rid 
of our law clippings for example?

The rural community pays 51% of our district rates. I will explore what 
additional services and help we can we offer our rural community without 
increasing rates. Some of our farmers pay over $40000.00 in rates. This year 
the farmers in the South Waikato faced a large rate increase and all others 
2.2%. In my opinion the increase could have been managed far better 
considering that the dairy pay-outs are low!

If I am your representative I will be looking after your money as if it was my 
own! I am asking you to give me your vote to represent the Tirau Ward on 
the South Waikato Council.

Prattler Question: What is the most important Tirau development opportunity 
you support, and why is this so important?

The Tirau Traffic Management Plan and the Tirau Domain.

I can say that in my opinion the traffic in Tirau has increased by up to 
10% since the Cambridge Bypass opened. Once the whole of the Waikato 
Express Way is open at the end of 2019 or beginning of 2020 the traffic 
Volumes through Tirau will increase again.

This has to be managed with adequate signage for parking and pedestrian 
crossing points. Let us not forget the elderly in our community who might 
be a bit slow on crossing our Main Road. We have to look after our Village 
and Rural Residents that there is adequate parking in town.

Tirau will also be in danger of becoming fast food alley. These outlets may 
come but they will have to comply with all planning requirements so that 
our small village feel is not destroyed by these multinational companies. If 
current planning laws need changing to achieve that, I will seek the help of 
our Tirau Community Board, Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Councillors and Staff.

Tirau is lacking in green space and there is hardly any sporting facilities for 
our youth. With the Domain project we can, with the input of the Tirau 
Lions Club and others address some of the missing facilities in Tirau! We 
actually can cross the Railway lines in safety and walk to the domain. I 
thank the Tirau Community Board and Tirau Lions for the hard work they 
have done. 

Please vote for progress and thank you very much. I look forward to being 
your representative at the South Waikato District Council

The origins of this word canvass seem even more painful than door-
knocking for hours in the cold. It seems the original verb canvass meant, 
in the early 16th century, to toss someone up and down in a canvas sheet, 
either as a game, or a form of punishment. 

That verb later came to mean assaulting, attacking or criticising someone, 
and from that, was then extended to mean ‘discuss’ in general - (perhaps 
in the same sense as ‘tossing around’ ideas). 

Eventually, it came to mean ‘seek support for’ or ‘solicit votes’. 
‘Canvassing’ in its original sense is perhaps a fate we’ve all thought of for 
those candidates who knock on our door just as we’re sitting down to eat!

Voting idioms...
 Throw your hat into the ring.

 Vote with your feet.

 Where do you hang your hat?

VOTING TRIVIA
The Ancient Greeks used pebbles to cast their votes by apparently 
depositing a small stone into one of two urns to mark their choice. After the 
vote had taken place, the contents of the urns were emptied and counted. 
Because all pebbles looked pretty much alike, nobody could tell whose was 
whose, hence the principle of secret voting.



	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
	
	
																																																																																																															
																																																																																															
																																																																									
	
	
	

Since	1884	our	school	has	served	the	
Lichfield	community.	We	continue	to	
preserve	our	history	by	cataloguing	
and	caring	for	items	of	interest	to	our	
community.	If	you	would	like	to	look	
at	our	collection	please	visit	us.	If	you	
have	anything	of	historical	interest,	
please	consider	donating	it	to	the	

school.	We	will	add	it	to	our	diverse	
collection.	

	

Hei	akoranga	-	inaianei,	apopo,	mo	ake	tonu	atu!	

		
		
	
	
	
	
Since	1884	our	school	
has	served	the	Lichfield	
community.	We	continue	
to	preserve	our	history	
by	cataloguing	and	
caring	for	items	of	
interest	to	our	
community.	If	you	would	
like	to	look	at	our	
collection	please	visit	us.	
If	you	have	anything	of	
historical	interest	please	
consider	donating	it	to	
the	school.	We	will	add	it	
to	our	diverse	collection.	
		
		

	
2014	Term	dates	

		

Monday,	3	February	2014	
Term	1	starts	
Thursday,	17	April	2014	
Term	1	ends	
Monday,	5	May	2014	
Term	2	starts	
Friday,	4	July	2014	
Term	2	ends	
Monday,	21	July	2014	
Term	3	starts	
Friday,	26	September	2014	
Term	3	ends	
Monday,	13	October	2014	
Term	4	starts	
Tuesday,	16	December	2014	

Lichfield School is a small rural 
school of 85 pupils. The School is 

one of the first schools 
established in the South 

Waikato area, we date back to 
1884!  

Today we can boast being a 
modern, well-equipped school, 

right up to play with information 
technology and learning!   

Lichfield School’s Vision is  
Learning - today , tomorrow , 

always!    
If there is one thing we know 

about life, it is that every minute 
of every day we are learning, no 
matter if we are one day old or 
90 years old. Our vision points 

out that all members of our 
school learning community are 

lifelong learners! 

Serving	the	community	since	
1884	

www.lichfield.school.nz	
Ph	078836816	

office@lichfield.school.nz	

	

Indira	Hodges	is	the	teacher	of	
Room	2.	

Room	2	has	our		Year	2	pupils.	
This	year	we	welcome	to	our	

Lichfield	Flames	Netball	Champions!	
Congratulations	to	our	Y3/4	netballers	
who	won	their	section	for	2016.	A	huge	
thank-you	to	coach	Heather	and	all	the	
whanau	who	supported	Waipapa,	
Denver,	Caitlyn,	Kaitlyn,	Elsie,	Alicia,	
Bonnie,	Brooke,	Kate	and	Alizae.	
Congratulations	also	to	the	Lichfield	
Shooters	Y5/6	team	who	came	2nd	in	
their	section.	

On	Thursday,	11th	August,	students	and	staff	at	Lichfield	School	celebrated	our	
132nd	anniversary	with	a	cake.	Above	you	can	see	Arie	Plessius	(our	caretaker	
and	elder	statesman)	cutting	the	cake	with	our	pupils.	
	

Insomnia	
		

I	lay	waiting	for	sleep	
to	wash	over	me	like	a	wave	
I	toss	and	turn	
waiting	for	my	imagination	
to	sweep	me	into	my	creative	dreams	
Waiting	
		
I	watch	and	wait	for	the	moon	to	fall		
through	the	shadows	of	dawn		
and	be	replaced	with	the	sun		
as	it	rises	with	pride	
Waiting	
		
Waiting	for	mum	to	pull	me	from	my	thoughts	
Waiting	for	the	rooster’s	crow		
that	tells	me	so	well	that	morning	is	here	
Waiting	
		
Waiting	for	my	dog		
to	pounce,	whine,	scratch	my	blanket		
and	plead	with	her	eyes		to	be		walked	and	fed	
Waiting		
		
Waiting	for	my	little	brother	to	yank	my	hair	
pry	open	my	bloodshot	eyes	
to	tell	me	that	morning	is	here	
then infuriate me with his cheeky laugh. 
Waiting	
		
Waiting	to	finally	begin	my	day	knowing		
I	am	waiting	no	more		
		
		

Toni-Louis	Cochrane	

Coming  up  … Saturday 3 September CultureFest at Putaruru Plaza, Tuesday 6 September R4 at Putaruru College show, 
Wednesday 7  September Reuben the Road Safety Bear visit, Friday 9 September Lichfield School Speech competition, 
Tuesday 13 September BoT meeting at 7pm 14/15 September  3-Way Interviews, Friday 16 September Keep NZ Beautiful — 
Clean-up Day, Thursday 22 September LSSG meeting at 7pm, Friday 23 September Term 3 ends 
  

07 883 7496

bridgestonetyres.co.nz

Putaruru Tyres, 103 Tirau Street

Get down to Putaruru Tyres for your Pink Caps!
Buy your pink tyre valve caps for  
$2 each and 100% of the proceeds  
will be donated to The New Zealand  
Breast Cancer Foundation. 

facebook.com/pinkcapdrive

PINK 
YOUR RIDE

13447 - BDS BTC Putaruru Pink Caps LAM Ad-v2.indd   1 1/09/16   1:38 pm
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HELP US KEEP OUR COMMUNITY UP TO DATE
Lots of things happen in Putaruru between each issue of the Prattler. Some 
events are known, some unplanned. 

Our goal is to make the HOME page of the Pride in Putaruru website as up to 
date and relevant as possible. 

Everyone can contribute to this open sharing - we value your contributions.

YOU CAN HELP BY:

•  advising us of any breaking news

• allowing us to cover any promotions you are planning

• urging clubs, organisations, teams, schools you belong to, to appoint a

 reporter to share what you are doing with our readers, and viewers

• suggesting people and historical matters that we can interview/describe  

 through our media formats

•  subscribing to our PiP TV channel

• letting us know about positive things people are doing in the community

• suggesting worthwhile community projects

•  sending us pictures of community events

• advising us of new businesses, or alterations you have made to your   

 own business (free)

• using the free PiP website diary facilities

WE’D LOVE 
YOUR HELP
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Upcoming Events 
… set aside these important 

dates: 
 

 
25th August: Digi Awards night 
1st Sept: Gymnastics Sports 
Festival 
1st Sept: Technology Day 
1st Sept: Gymnastics Sports 
Festival 
8th Sept: School Cross-country 
14th Sept: Paid Union Meeting 
15th Sept: South Waikato Speech 
Competition 
22nd Sept: Ag Day 
 

Term 3 
Our schools theme this year is 
Sensible Citizenship.  Our Big 
Learning Idea for Term Three is 
“Reach for the top” – Achieving 
the best you can by striving to 
succeed. 
Term Three we have the 
Morrinsville Gymnastics Festival, 
Digi Awards, our school and 
Interschool Cross-Country, plus 
school speeches and the South 
Waikato competition. The Term 
ends with the schools Agricultural 
day. 
The children are very busy 
working on calves, lambs and 
goats at home. 
 

 
 

Kuranui School Olympic Day 
On the 15th August we had our own Olympic day.  The children had a fantastic time.  They were put into different countries 
and made a flag.  We had an opening ceremony to start the games.  There were a number of different events.  Equestrian 
using brooms, shooting using Nerf guns, Soccer ball kick, Boulder throw (Swiss ball) just to name a few.  The teams then had 
an egg and spoon, three legged and sack race.  It was finished off with a great ‘tug of war’ which was very exciting to watch.  
The medal ceremony completed the day. What a wonderful time everyone had and such awesome sportsmanship was 
displayed by all competitiors J 

66 Waiomou Road 
RD2, TIRAU 3485 

Phone/Fax  (07) 883 4866 
e-mail: office@kuranui.school.nz 
website: www.kuranui.school.nz 

 

Digi Awards 
Kuranui School enters the 
annual Digi Awards in 
Matamata.  You can enter 
advertisements, book 
trailers, animation, 
graphic design, digital 
photo story and photos.  
Our school has done 
extremely well this year 
getting 18 entries into the 
finals. 
We had 4 digital photo 
story, 2 graphic design, 2 
animation, 6 book trailers 
and 4 photos in the finals! 

Senior Speeches 
Room 5 have been busy 
working on their speeches 
for the school and district 
speech competition.  
There are some interesting 
topics well underway.  We 
look forward to hearing 
them. J 

 



PUTARURU STREET MARKETS
The Putaruru Street Markets operate once a month and provide a friendly 
and relaxed atmosphere in which to purchase and sell all sorts of goods.

Another three stalls have started up at our monthly Sunday market. The 
seasonal change from winter to spring presents a great opportunity to 
become a regular stall holder and visitor.

Our new stalls are an American hot dog stand and the other two are plants - one 
selling shrubs and fruit trees the other selling orchids, succulents and perennials.  
Stalls are only $5 each. For your reference, the next monthly Putaruru 
Street Markets dates are: 
     September 18th  October 16th   November 20th  and December 18th

The cost per stall is $5 so its far cheaper than any car boot sale! Store holders 
should bring their own table. Please ring 07 883 1573 for any enquiries.

PUTARURU COMMUNITY GARDEN ACTIVITIES
Tirau Earthmovers have done the earthworks as well as they are able in the 
present weather pattern. 

Transform Aotearoa men helped to collect 6 baths around town from home 
renovations and deliver them to the Garden site and 2 have already been 
established as worm farms.

Work4U is delivering lawn clippings and Corrugated Creations is donating 
materials for our road frontage sign.

Sheryn Clothier of Learning to Live Sustainably is running a pruning 
workshop at the Garden to help improve productivity. Tree health will also 
be covered as well as identifying suitable sites for future planting. At the 
same time Rangiura has given us access to their fruit trees. 

The school holiday activity was a success thanks to having a beautiful day. 
Over 50 people attended and most of them stayed for the whole two hours. 

This was sponsored by Bunnings and Putaruru Primary School. Everyone 
planted seeds and plants and some of these were taken home. There was a 
treasure hunt, face painting, plant identification, and a raffle with 3 draws. 
The prizes were activities to keep all ages busy over the holidays. How to 
set up a worm farm was demonstrated, and finally, (because we had the 
ingredients on hand after the earthworks and wet weather), a mud slide! 
We have plans for the next holidays.

A wide range of support has been given to what is really becoming a 
Community Garden. Sincere thanks to: Barbara McGregor, Bob Whitehead, 
Brad Hammonds, Brian Pepperell, Corrugated Creations, Jason Barbarich, 
Jo at PaperPlus Matamata, Odette, Putaruru Baptist Church, Putaruru Lions, 
Putaruru Primary School, Ruakawa, Cheryn Clothier of Learning to Live 
Sustainably, Sue and Jeff Dixon, Transform Aotearoa, and Work4U.

DAFFODIL DAY SMILES
Despite the rain, collectors were out around Putaruru recently for the 
annual Daffodil appeal on behalf of the Cancer Society.



call Ziggy  021 394 555
info@betamilking.co.nz
www.betamilking.co.nz
2251 State Highway 1, Putaruru

PUTARURU SQUASH CLUB
We are nearing the end of the squash season here at Putaruru Squash Club 
but we still have a few exciting events coming up. Here’s a bit of info to 
keep you all updated. 

JUNIORS
We have a large group of juniors that train every Monday and Wednesday 
during term times with Tweedy Seymour and Rick Cook, whom we are very 
lucky to have to be able to pass on their knowledge and skills of the game 
to our up and coming squash stars! Tweedy and Rick are great assets to 
our club and have made a huge difference with our junior members. If your 
child is interested in having a go please phone/text Nelly 021 333 973.

SPRING BUSINESS HOUSE 
Open to anyone and everyone, Spring Business House will run every 
Wednesday from 5:30pm from 24th August - 5th October, the kitchen 
and bar will also be open. Whether you’re after a good sweat up 
or have never played before, this will be the perfect opportunity to 
get down to the club and see what this Squash business is all about. 
Contact Savvy to enter and for more information 021 244 1688.

B - J GRADE TOURNAMENT
This is our last open tournament of the year for graded and non-graded 
(social) players and will be held 9th - 10th September. Anyone and everyone 
is more then welcome to come down and watch some great squash being 
played and even enter if you like. The tournament consists of three matches 
played over Friday night and Saturday, there are also great cash prizes up 
for grabs. If you would like to enter please contact Nelly 021 333 973. 

NEELEY LOG CHALLENGE
This is like the Ranfurly Shield of Bay of Plenty squash and has been around 
for a gazillion years. Each club around the BOP gets a chance to challenge 
whoever is currently holding the shield, which at the moment is Putaruru! 
Each team enters two players from each grade, male and female. Taupo is 
challenging us on Saturday 1st October here in Putaruru. We hope to give 
them a good run and retain the shield once again!

CLUB CHAMPS
Our annual Club Champs will be held in October this year. This determines 
the champions of our club within each grade, male and female. Masters and 
Juniors will play 18th - 19th October and Open will play 26th - 28th October. 
It will be very interesting to see who takes out what this year as there are 
many strong contenders spread over all the grades.

CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS NATIONALS
This is a national event and a first time hosting for Putaruru Squash Club. 

This event is held to find the top player, (male and female), in each grade 
across the country. All players must be members of an affiliated Squash 
New Zealand Club. We are holding this over the weekend of 4th - 6th 

November and are very excited to be hosting a national event at this level. 
There will be some awesome games played with some of the countries top 
squash players competing, so it will be definitely be worth coming down to 
the club for a nosy.

SOCIAL MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL!
We are currently running an awesome social membership special! You will 
get your own key and this will take you through to February 2017 for only 
$70, (usually $180). This is a great opportunity that should not be missed! 
Contact Savvy 021 244 1688.

COPY DEADLINES FOR THE NEXT PRATTLER: FRIDAY OCTOBER 7th for OCTOBER (mini edition)   FRIDAY NOVEMBER 25th for DECEMBER

THE JAYKE HOPA STORY
This inspirational story is to be screened in New York's Times Square! 

The Jayke Hopa Story, a short film made by Putaruru College students in 2015, 
is an official selection for the 2016 All American High School Film Festival. 

It made the final from over 1850 submissions and 40 countries.

Putaruru College has kindly allowed us to add this film to the PIP TV Channel.



TIRAU PLAYCENTRE
Another busy term with outings and a lot of fun energy spent! Our theme 
this term is based on the Olympics, so we are focusing on ‘Healthy bodies = 
Healthy minds,’ for both our tamariki and our parents. 

The strangely warm welcoming winter sunny days we enjoyed allowed our 
children to fine tune their motor skills on our obstacle course. Jumping, 
throwing, bouncing, dodging, splashing and of course, running, all in a 
safe supportive environment helps our children to discover their talents 
in all areas. Jamie George from ‘Under 5 Energize’ came along armed with 
techniques that teach our children to co-operate, share, encourage, and 
give it their all while having fun. A special bonus of all the activity is some 
very tired children by nightfall!

We once again enjoyed our annual visit to our local community heroes at 
the Putaruru Police Station. Constable Jackie and Sergeant Anthony kindly 
showed us the in’s and out’s of our local station, and a special guest of Billy 
the dog handler made the visit extra special. 

Highlights of our trip included seeing our local cells, weapons, 
and trying on the uniform. 

A big thank you to all of the crew at the station for making us feel welcome. 

This was a neat experience where connecting links with the family and the 
wider world 
were affirmed 
and extended 
through Whanau 
Tangata: Family 
and community. 
Belonging - 
Mana Whenua: 
Children and 
their families 
feel a sense of 
belonging.

Tirau Playcentre 
is a MOE 
licensed ECE 
facility located at 
9 Goodwin Street, 
Tirau, and is open 
Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays of 
the school term 
9:30am to 12noon. 

Free for all 0 - 6 
year olds and their 
families. 

Call Melissa if you 
have any queries 
on, 021 071 9181, 
or just drop into a 
session. 

www.ptsplus.co.nz   
Facebook:  PTS Plus   
Email:  arthur@ptsplus.co.nz  
Tel:  07 883 7544 
Cnr SH1 & Market St, Putaruru - Visit the Showroom

 Daniel, Elizabeth, and Thomas with Sergeant Camp    Constable Jackie displays the cuffs.

Suzanne and 'sergeant' Jack.

Thomas and 'Constable' Eliot White.
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PART OF THE PUTARURU LANDSCAPE FOR 25 YEARS

The big building on the corner of Market Street and SH1, started in 1992 as 
one man and his trusty van, visiting farms in the district repairing tractors 
and farm equipment, and carrying out any engineering work. This family 
business has grown since then to be a one stop shop for home gardeners 
and farmers from Taupo to Morrinsville.  
Having grown beyond their tractor mechanics to supplying whatever their 
customers were asking for, they now also sell, service and repair gardening, 
farm and forestry equipment. No job is too small or too big; 
leaf blowers, weed-eaters, mowers, chainsaws, motor bikes, ATV’s, 
hydraulic hoses, tractors, balers and all manner of machines. They also 
have a full engineering workshop with CAD to manufacture parts or 
make repairs. The PTS Plus dedicated field trucks service on farm to save 
customers’ time and resources. Farmers can also utilise the 24/7 call out 
service in urgent situations (charges apply).
The showroom and parts counter carries everything from nuts and bolts, 
filters, oils and lubricants, to chains, o-rings, clips, bearings and belts; if it’s 
not on the shelf, they can usually get it within 24 hours.
They look after the locals so if you are buying farm equipment, Husqvarna, 
Polaris or the acclaimed, NZ designed UBCO electric motorbike, it’s worth 
talking to them first.  
Latest news: Husqvarna are coming into their Spring Specials 
season including 30 months interest free - they’ll be in your 
letterboxes soon. (For a limited time, terms & conditions apply, 
call for details.)  ‘Hot Deals’ and ‘Used’ machines are posted on 
the PTS Plus website or visit the showroom.
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PLAZA MOVIE SCHEDULE

25th September 2016 2pm  Me Before You (Adults/Youth PG)
Lou Clark knows lots of things. She knows how many footsteps there are 

between the bus stop and home. She knows she likes 
working in The Buttered Bun tea shop and she knows she 
might not love her boyfriend Patrick. What Lou doesn’t 
know is she’s about to lose her job or that knowing what’s 
coming is what keeps her sane. Will Traynor knows his 
motorcycle accident took away his desire to live. He knows 
everything feels very small and rather joyless now and he 
knows exactly how he’s going to put a stop to that. What 
Will doesn’t know is that Lou is about to burst into his 

world in a riot of colour. And neither of them knows they’re going to change 
each other for all time.

29th September 2pm  The Jungle Book (Kids/Family PG)
The man-cub Mowgli flees the jungle after a threat from the tiger 
Shere Khan. Guided by Bagheera the panther and the bear Baloo, 
Mowgli embarks on a journey of self-discovery, though he also 
meets creatures who don’t have his best interests at heart.

30th September7pm  Hunt for the Wilderpeople (Family/Youth/Adult PG)
Raised on hip-hop and foster care, defiant city kid Ricky, (Julian Dennison), gets 
a fresh start in the New Zealand countryside. He quickly finds 
himself at home with his new foster family: the loving Aunt 
Bella, the cantankerous Uncle Hec, (Sam Neil), and dog Tupac. 

When a tragedy strikes that threatens to ship Ricky to 
another home, both he and Hec go on the run in the 
bush. As a national manhunt ensues, the newly branded 
outlaws must face their options: go out in a blaze of glory or 
overcome their differences and survive as a family. 

Equal parts road comedy and rousing adventure story, director Taika Waititi 
masterfully weaves lively humour with emotionally honest performances by 
Sam Neill and Julian Dennison. A hilarious, touching crowd-pleaser, Hunt for 
the Wilderpeople reminds us about the journey that growing up is, (at any 
age), and those who help us along the way.

6th October 2pm  The Angry Birds Movie (Kids/Family/Youth PG)
Find out why the birds are so angry! When and island populated 
by happy, flightless birds is visited by mysterious green piggies, 
it’s up to three unlikely outcasts - Red, Chuck and Bomb, to figure 
out what the pigs are up to.

30th October 2pm  Florence Foster Jenkins (Adult PG)
In the 1940s, New York socialite Florence Foster Jenkins, 
(Meryl Streep), dreams of becoming a great opera singer. 
Unfortunately, her ambition far exceeds her talent. The voice 
Florence hears in her head is beautiful, but to everyone else it 
is quite lousy. Her husband St. Clair goes to extreme lengths to 
make sure his wife never finds out how awful she truly is. When 

Florence announces her plans for a concert at Carnegie Hall, St. Clair soon 
realizes that he’s facing his greatest challenge yet.

EVENTS AT THE PLAZA

The North Shore Male Choir  Sunday, 11th September 2pm Tickets $25 
Adults, $20 Students/Seniors Pre-sales are available from The Plaza, iSITE 
Tokoroa, Diamond Jewellers Matamata and Eventfinda. Door sales will also 
be available.

For the pure enjoyment of keeping alive the traditions of their founders, 
The North Shore Male Choir, with a membership of 50, today continues to 
perform concerts throughout the Auckland province and beyond. http://
www.northshoremalechoir.nz/blog/579463 The choir goes from strength to 
strength under the professional guidance of their Music Director, Lynn John, 
a Welsh Opera singer and tutor of renown.

The Topp Twins Saturday, 8th October 8pm Tickets $40 are available from 
The Plaza, iSITE Tokoroa and Eventfinda. Allocated seating is selling fast so 
get in quick to avoid disappointment!

The Topp Twins take to the stage at The Plaza 
for the first time ever with an intimate evening 
of comedy, stories and songs. The Twins 
infamous alter-egos the Kens, Camp Mother 
and Camp Leader and the Bowling Ladies, fresh 
from their TV series Topp Country will delight 
all ages. Described as “national treasures,” 
(The New Zealand Listener) with an ability to 
“play the audience like a Stradivarius,” (The 
Advertiser, Adelaide).

Expect a memorable night of entertainment as 
New Zealand’s well-loved daughters present 
an evening up close and personal with their trademark sense of fun and 
of course a yodel or two. Don’t miss the iconic duo’s, An Evening with The 
Topp Twins at The Plaza Theatre for one night only!

State Highway 48 Wednesday 19th and Thursday 20th October  7:30pm. 
Tickets $30 Available from The Plaza, iSITE Tokoroa, Diamond Jewellers 
Matamata and Eventfinda. Door sales will also be available.

It’s raw and real, has lots of laughs 
and a few tears. State Highway 48 
is a New Zealand original work, 
starring television star Shane 
Cortese and one of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s favourite performers, 
Delia Hannah. It tracks the life 

and times of an everyday family and their friends as they navigate the 
treacherous road of middle age. Changes in the family, workplace and 
friendship are set against the backdrop of the recession and brought to life 
by 26 original songs.

 



POLYFEST AT THE PLAZA
A large number of schools took to the stage at the Plaza Theatre to perform 
at the Polyfest. Large groups of supporters were there all day to encourage 
the various schools.
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Shane - known for his roles in Nothing Trivial, Outrageous Fortune and The 
Almighty Johnsons - plays Dave the dad, a character who takes everyone on a 
journey through his good and bad days, having been bitten by the black dog 
of depression.

New Zealand’s first lady of musical theatre, Delia, plays Dave’s wife Sharon - 
a suburban housewife: fragile, lost, loving, disenfranchised. Beautiful.
“Delia is amazing,” says producer and writer Chris Williams. “She was cast 
by Andrew Lloyd Webber for the UK tour of Aspects of Love and has toured 
Australia and Asia extensively, starring in all the big shows including Mamma 
Mia!, Cats, Chess, Blood Brothers and Disney’s production of Mary. 

Events and Movies are listed on The Plaza’s website (www.plaza.org.nz) and 
our Facebook Page (The Plaza) and the PiP website prideinputaruru.com

We hope to see you soon at The Plaza! 
theplaza@plaza.org.nz   07 8838596   0276559715

HANDS ACROSS THE WATERS: TRANS-TASMAN PIANO DUO
South Waikato audiences will have a chance to see something never 
witnessed here before when two top concert pianists play as a piano duo, four 
hands on one grand piano at The Plaza, and it’s a trans-Tasman combination.

Glenn Riddle from Melbourne and Katherine Austin from Hamilton are 
both top-flight performers of piano concertos in their own countries 
and internationally regarded piano teachers, but they will combine their 
considerable talents in an explosive performance for New Zealand and 
Australian audiences. 

It is an exciting new venture for the two soloists who are also acclaimed ensemble 
players. At their respective universities they both teach piano with great passion, 
and now they want to bring that same energy to their duo performances.

The concert features music by Mozart and Schubert in the first half, 
but the second half takes off to Russia with Stravinsky, Tchaikovsky and 
Rachmaninov. The sound of four hands playing Rachmaninov will be 
something special with a composer who makes a big sound even when he 
uses only two hands. While we can’t promise you the sort of piano duo 
comedy made famous by Victor Borge, the interplay between the two 
performers will be electric, and the concert experience unforgettable.

PUTARURU ROTARY CLUB
At a recent ceremony, 
out-going Putaruru Rotary 
President, Derek Mossman, 
presented the incoming 
President, Boele De Vries, 
with the Rotary Chain of 
Office. 

One of the current Rotary 
projects is distributing free 
dictionaries to students at 
our local schools. There will 
be more details about this 
in the next Prattler.

The used battery collection, 
see the advert on page 
9, has resulted in more 
funds that assist the school 
dictionary programme.
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Rotary	Dictionaries 
The	Putaruru	Rotary	group	kindly	
donated	dictionaries	to	all	our	Yr	4	
students.	They	explained	about	how	they	
get	the	money	to	donate	the	dictionaries	
to	all	the	Putaruru	Schools.	The	students	
love	using	the	dictionaries!	

	

First	Holy	Communion	 
On	Sunday	7th	August,	18	Candidates	made	their	First	Holy	
Communion	and	Confirmation.	Many	of	these	children	were	
from	St	Mary’s.	This	is	part	of	becoming	a	full	member	of	St	
Patrick’s	Parish	in	Putaruru	and	of	the	Catholic	Church.	
Bishop	Steven	Lowe	was	the	celebrant	(priest)	for	the	Mass.		
	
The	whole	school	attended	and	the	Senior	Music	Group	
played	the	music	for	this	important	celebration.		
In	the	music	group	there	are	keyboard	players,	recorders,	a	
flautist,	4	guitarist	and	a	drummer.	They	work	very	well	
together	and	Mrs	Burger	does	a	great	job	of	teaching	them	
the	music.		As	well,	a	singing	group	supported	the	
congregation	singing	the	hymns. 

 

Cultural	Festival	 
The	St.	Mary’s	Kapa	Haka	Group	has	been	preparing	for	
the	Cultural	Festival	in	a	few	weeks.		The	festival	is	to	be	
held	at	the	Plaza	on	the	3rd	of	September.		
Come	along	and	celebrate	a	variety	of	different	cultures!	
Tickets	are	$5	for	an	adult	and	$2	for	a	child. 
 

Olympics	Disco 
The	disco	was	an	amazing	night.	The	theme	was	
Olympics.	The	money	raised	will	go	towards	the	Yr	7	
and	8	camp	at	Blue	Mountain	Lodge.	The	Junior	
Disco	started	at	6pm	and	ended	at	7pm,	which	was	a	
very	good	timeline	for	them.	The	Senior	Disco	
started	at	7pm	and	ended	at	9pm.	The	music	was	
pumped	up	loud	and	there	were	dance	battles	and	
other	fun	games.	Don’t	even	get	us	started	on	the	
food!	There	were	mini	pies,	jelly	shots,	ice	blocks,	
chocolate	bars	and	more!	The	disco	only	happens	
once	a	year	but	the	awesome	night	makes	up	for	the	
wait.	We	successfully	raised	$738.00	which	will	be	
great	for	our	camp	coming	up	in	November.	
	

							

																																	 																		

Gymnastics 
Our	school	recently	competed	in	the	
2016	Gym	Festival.	Our	team	was	trained	
by	Mrs	Webby	and	Mrs	Grayburn	who	
gave	up	their	time	to	train	our	fantastic	
gymnastic	team.	The	students	were	well	
placed	with	first	placings	in	two	sections.	
The	competition	was	held	in	Tokoroa	and	
there	were	lots	of	different	schools	there	
competing.	Overall	we	did	very	well	and	
we	hope	to	continue	to	do	well	in	future	
years.																																		 

 

Room	8	all	
ready	for	the	

disco	

Thanks	to	our	
seniors	who	

organised	the	night!	

TRANSFORM AOTEAROA
Transform Aotearoa celebrated Maori Language week by welcoming visitors 
from Raukawa advanced and learner Te Reo classes at Tokoroa and Tirau to 
the Transform Aotearoa centre in Putaruru. Over fifty people attended and 
visitors were welcomed with a powhiri by Transform Te Kai O Te Rangatira 
(the Transform Aotearoa Te Reo group). This was the first time that these 
community language groups in the district have gathered together and 
was a great occasion to bring new learners and advanced Te Reo speakers 
together to celebrate the Maori language and culture. It was the first time 
for some to showcase their language talent and everyone who stepped up 
to take their part did an amazing job. It was a really special night. 

Over the winter 
months, our 
Friday ladies 
community group 
has learnt to 
knit, and have 
each enjoyed 
creating a winter 
scarf with their 
newly acquired 
skill. Now that 
the weather is 
warming up, 
they are enjoying 
getting out and 

about to local spots in the area. This is a great support network for women, 
and we love having our ladies fill the centre with their laughter on Fridays.
Driver training runs on Wednesday 
mornings, in partnership with 
Moving Mountains Tokoroa is 
proving to be very popular. Driver 
licencing courses are available in 
both theory and practical, along 
with mock tests to assess progress 
and prepare for the Learner and 
Restricted Licence tests. Transform 
Aotearoa has a dual-control car 
for driving lessons, a computer 
room for online study and 
practice theory tests and a series 
of practical DVD lessons, before 
drivers take to the road. WINZ 
beneficiaries can study for free, 
and others are welcome at a reduced rate.

It’s very rewarding to see people progressing in their licencing, and to 
see the overwhelming sense of satisfaction when they pass. Over winter, 
we have enjoyed celebrating our first graduates, who have received their 
learner and restricted licences, with more enrolled to gain their licences in 
the coming months. 

The men’s and women’s leadership and personal development courses 
have been very well supported this term, and we are now taking 
registrations for these courses in term four. Please contact Transform 
Aotearoa to register as spaces fill up fast.

 Lamen Hohaia about to take Gary Pere for a driving lesson.

5 - 9 Duke Street

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE
BLOOD DRIVE
ST JOHN AMBULANCE HALL
Overdale Street
Thursday 8th September
9.00am till 1.00pm
Telephone 0800 448 325 for an appointment 
or book online www.nzblood.co.nz
or CALL in on the day
ID is essential - Driver’s Licence or donor card

32ST MARY’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL: WEARABLE ARTS
Thursday September 15th at The Plaza

St. Mary’s Catholic School are holding their annual fundraising Wearable 
Arts extravaganza at the Plaza.
This is a fantastic show where the students showcase their creative talent 
and performance flair. Every student from year 1 - 6 present on stage a 
hat or mask based on the chosen theme of the event. This year’s theme 
is Cartoons. The year 7 and 8 students design, make and present an entire 
costume and can enter in their chosen category of: theme, black and white, 
a duo section or a fantasy section. 

The competition is
 judged by 3 
volunteers chosen 
from within the 
community, who 
generously give up 
their time for this 
fundraising event. 
The judging is 
based on the use of 
recycled or second 
hand materials, the 
evidence of student 
input, imagination 
and originality 
and the overall 
presentation and 
appearance on the 
night. This is a great 
opportunity for the 
students to be able 
to perform on a 
theatre stage. As you can imagine this is not easy for some children but is 
a great way for them to show off their performance skills as well as boost 
their self-esteem and confidence.
Many hours and a huge amount of work is put into their outfits, so come 
and support the children. Tickets are available from the school or can be 
purchased at the Plaza Theatre on the night. Seats cost $10 and children 
under 14 years of age have free entry. All welcome - it will be a great night!

Examples of what to expect from the 2014 St Marys Wearable Arts night.

The Friday ladies group knitting winter scarves.
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Rotary	Dictionaries 
The	Putaruru	Rotary	group	kindly	
donated	dictionaries	to	all	our	Yr	4	
students.	They	explained	about	how	they	
get	the	money	to	donate	the	dictionaries	
to	all	the	Putaruru	Schools.	The	students	
love	using	the	dictionaries!	

	

First	Holy	Communion	 
On	Sunday	7th	August,	18	Candidates	made	their	First	Holy	
Communion	and	Confirmation.	Many	of	these	children	were	
from	St	Mary’s.	This	is	part	of	becoming	a	full	member	of	St	
Patrick’s	Parish	in	Putaruru	and	of	the	Catholic	Church.	
Bishop	Steven	Lowe	was	the	celebrant	(priest)	for	the	Mass.		
	
The	whole	school	attended	and	the	Senior	Music	Group	
played	the	music	for	this	important	celebration.		
In	the	music	group	there	are	keyboard	players,	recorders,	a	
flautist,	4	guitarist	and	a	drummer.	They	work	very	well	
together	and	Mrs	Burger	does	a	great	job	of	teaching	them	
the	music.		As	well,	a	singing	group	supported	the	
congregation	singing	the	hymns. 

 

Cultural	Festival	 
The	St.	Mary’s	Kapa	Haka	Group	has	been	preparing	for	
the	Cultural	Festival	in	a	few	weeks.		The	festival	is	to	be	
held	at	the	Plaza	on	the	3rd	of	September.		
Come	along	and	celebrate	a	variety	of	different	cultures!	
Tickets	are	$5	for	an	adult	and	$2	for	a	child. 
 

Olympics	Disco 
The	disco	was	an	amazing	night.	The	theme	was	
Olympics.	The	money	raised	will	go	towards	the	Yr	7	
and	8	camp	at	Blue	Mountain	Lodge.	The	Junior	
Disco	started	at	6pm	and	ended	at	7pm,	which	was	a	
very	good	timeline	for	them.	The	Senior	Disco	
started	at	7pm	and	ended	at	9pm.	The	music	was	
pumped	up	loud	and	there	were	dance	battles	and	
other	fun	games.	Don’t	even	get	us	started	on	the	
food!	There	were	mini	pies,	jelly	shots,	ice	blocks,	
chocolate	bars	and	more!	The	disco	only	happens	
once	a	year	but	the	awesome	night	makes	up	for	the	
wait.	We	successfully	raised	$738.00	which	will	be	
great	for	our	camp	coming	up	in	November.	
	

							

																																	 																		

Gymnastics 
Our	school	recently	competed	in	the	
2016	Gym	Festival.	Our	team	was	trained	
by	Mrs	Webby	and	Mrs	Grayburn	who	
gave	up	their	time	to	train	our	fantastic	
gymnastic	team.	The	students	were	well	
placed	with	first	placings	in	two	sections.	
The	competition	was	held	in	Tokoroa	and	
there	were	lots	of	different	schools	there	
competing.	Overall	we	did	very	well	and	
we	hope	to	continue	to	do	well	in	future	
years.																																		 

 

Room	8	all	
ready	for	the	

disco	

Thanks	to	our	
seniors	who	

organised	the	night!	

	

	

	
	

Goodbye	Winter!		We	did	enjoy	our	Winter	Sports	but	that’s	about	all.	The	rain	was	a	constant	unwelcome	guest!	However	weather	aside,	the	School	
A	netball	team	won	their	division,	the	1st	XV	came	second	in	theirs,	and	our	hockey	and	soccer	teams	enjoyed	their	seasons.		We	have	hosted	another	
Japanese	 school	 visit,	 ERO,	 our	 annual	 sports	 exchange	with	 Te	 Aroha	 College,	 the	 Senior	 Ball	 and	 the	wonderful	 junior	 school	 production	 of	 40	
Thieves.					
We	are	now	counting	down	for	the	last	term	of	the	years	which	will	again	be	filled	with	all	sorts	of	wonderful	happenings.	

School	A	Netball	Trip	to	the	Gold	Coast.	
What	an	awesome	experience	for	our	netball	
girls,	 a	week	 in	 Australia	 playing	 netball	 and	
seeing	 the	 local	 attractions	 and	 theme	parks	
as	well.	They	played	19	games	to	get	a	place	
in	 the	 final	 after	managing	 to	 knock	 out	 last	
year’s	winners	 in	the	 semis,	 they	went	down	
in	the	finals	against	Aranmore	College.	
Superb	 attitudes	and	 behaviour	 both	on	 and	
off	 the	 court	 saw	 this	 trip	 one	 of	 the	 best	
ever!		Bring	on	2018!		
	

2016	 School	 Ball.	 	 As	 usual	 the	 annual	 school	 ball	 was	 a	
fabulous	 success.	 	 The	 students	 had	 a	 wonderful	 time	 and	
wow,	what	 an	 amazing	 job	 the	 committee	 did	with	 the	Hall.		
The	 theme	 of	 Secret	 Garden	 turned	 it	 into	 a	 fairytale-like	
wonderland.	Well	done	to	all	involved.	
	

Our	 Year	 7	 &	 8	 students	
recently	 presented	 “40	
Thieves”,	 a	 wonderful	
production	 full	 of	 action	 and	
drama.	 Under	 the	 watchful	
eye	 of	 our	 very	 talented	 Mr	
Joe	and	a	host	of	helpers	they	
performed	 to	 sell	out	 crowds,	
amazing	 audiences	 with	
outstanding	 costumes,	
backdrops	 and	 precision	
organisation.	Congratulations!	
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PUTARURU LIONS

With the days now getting longer and spring Flowers blooming,
 it's a welcome sign that we're leaving the cold days of winter 
behind us.

Putaruru Lions have had some challenges with some very frosty mornings, 
as we continue with the slinks run around our farming district. With 
the end in sight and only a month or so left, we would like to thank the 
volunteers who have given their time to help, also the farmers for their 
continuing support.

The collection for Alzheimer’s was held on a day when it was cold, windy, 
rainy, with a little sun for a short time - all seasons in a day. We are pleased 
to say the collection was very successful thanks to your generosity.

Daffodil Day was 
on Friday 26th 

September outside 
Westpac Bank, and 
once again with the 
sale of Daffodils 
and the collection, 
Putaruru showed 
their support for 
the Cancer Society. 
Again, the weather 
was not the best.

Coming up: Food 
Bank Appeal:
On the 24th 

September, with a 
9am start, Putaruru 
Lions and Putaruru 
Fire Brigade will be 
joining together 
again to help stock the shelves at the Food Bank. The Fire Truck will be 
coming up your Street. Listen for the siren informing everyone the Lions 
vehicle will be following to collect your food donations. A huge thank you to 
the Scouts, who will be helping. It is great to have them as part of our team. 
Your food contribution will be appreciated and makes such a difference to 
so many in our community.

Lions Putaruru have an incredible community spirit. They enjoy serving 
the community of Putaruru. If you are interested in helping our town and 
would like to know more about what Lions do, phone Sue Harper 027 291 
9667 or ask any Lions Member. Enjoy Spring time.

BADMINTON
Badminton is currently played on Tuesday evenings from 7:30pm at the 
Puketurua Hall. There is a gold coin donation. Phone Judith, 07 883 5630 
for more information, or just come on down.

VOTE!
This phamplet 
sample from the 
past reminds us all 
that the right to vote 
never did "come 
easy."

Although this relates 
to Political elections, 
it also holds true for 
the round of Council 
Elections being held 
soon throughout NZ.

Destiny, (right) recieving her certificate.
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ST JOHN YOUTH
Destiny Coster has been involved with the Putaruru St John Division 
for approximately 4 years. During this time Destiny has taken on a variety of 
challenges, from helping out with programmes to organizing games. 

Destiny is very committed to the Putaruru Youth Division, travelling from 
Rotorua every Wednesday night from 6:30 to 8pm to attend our St John 
Division and has developed into a very confident young adult. 

She just achieved the Area Cadet of the year award where she will be 
representing Putaruru St John Youth for the South Waikato area. 

This roll requires Destiny to attend at least 8 meetings with Area 
Committees to learn how they work and help with the running of Divisions 
in our area. Destiny will also be responsible for helping other Cadets 
out with any ideas that they may come up with running programmes, or 
fundraising ideas for the Division. 

She is also taking a Corporal Cadet Leadership programme which will help 
her with the planning and setting of goals in the St John Programmes. These 
are also important life skills.

The starting age of Cadets is 6 years going up to 18 years. If Cadets would 
like to become Cadet Leaders, then they can. 

If anyone would like to know more about our St John Youth Division you 
are more than welcome to come in for a visit or chat on Wednesday nights 
from 6:30 to 8pm at the St John Hall in Overdale Street. Otherwise phone 
07 883 7132 and leave a message and contact number.

QUICK FIND TIP FOR PiP TV

Type in pip putaruru to the YouTube search box. 
Then click  SUBSCRIBE.

This will do the trick until we can obtain a dedicated URL.



WAOTU PUKETURUA GARDEN CLUB
Waotu Puketurua Garden Club have just celebrated their 40th birthday. 
As our president prepared for the AGM in July she discovered that the 5th 

August was 40 years since the club was formed. 

We quickly 
organised a 
pot luck lunch 
which was 
held in the 
Puketurua Hall 
- as it was quite 
impromptu we 
were not able 
to contact many 
people, but 
nearly 30 came, 
including a 
member of the 
first committee 
and an ex-long 

        standing 
president. There was lots of talk and reminiscing, a delicious celebratory 
cake and photos from the past.

We have since had our August meeting: 32 members (plus 9 visitors from 
the Pukeatua/Wharepapa South Club), met in the Rangiura Home hall to 
watch a delightful DVD of the famous Canadian Butchart Gardens. 

Our thanks to Rangiura for hosting us, including a lovely morning tea from 
the Rangiura Café.

Our September meeting will see us head to the Morrinsville area. After 3 
months indoors locally, it will be great to get out into the gardens.

New members are always welcome to join us - phone Joss 07 886 8462 for 
further information.

PUTARURU THEATRE PLAYERS
Auditions have been held and Putaruru Theatre Players gets ready for the 
end of the year musical Jersey Girls: Farmed and Dangerous!

This musical comedy was 
written by Taumarunui Local 
Lynelle Kuriger and has 
been staged by a number 
of societies around rural 
New Zealand. It is playing in 
Masterton just before the 
Putaruru season.

The Musical will be directed 
by Tina Ward and stars 
cows and bulls that talk 
and farmers that don’t! It 
follows life on the farm over 
a typical year with cows 
falling for bulls and farmers 
going about business down 
on the farm!

The musical numbers are 
well known but the words 
may differ from the original 
version. 

Be sure to get your tickets and join in a night of fun!

Tickets are available from Van Dyks, from mid-September.

Show dates for Jersey Girls are: 
Wednesday 2 November till Sunday 6 November
Tuesday 8 November to Friday 11 November
Matinee Saturday 5 November and Sunday 6 November

Cath Henry (local Quilt & Knit 2 owner Janice’s Mum): member of first 
committee and Kaye Walls, our newest member.

Farmlands Putaruru
9-13 Rolfe Way
(07) 883 7964
putaruru@farmlands.co.nz

*While stocks last. All prices include GST. Prices valid until 30th September 2016.

COME IN-STORE TO FARMLANDS PUTARURU  
AND GRAB YOURSELF SOME GREAT DEALS!

$59.99
PEDIGREE WORKING  DOG 20KG

106125

$40.99 
WHISKAS MEATY  SELECTIONS 9.1KG

145802

$12.99 
MILO 900G

138353

$10.99 SEED POTATOES 3KG
763908/763925/763927

$17.95 SUN DISHWASHING LIQUID  LIME/ LEMON 5L
134079/157798



The Last Tangle, 4 Duke Street, Putaruru: 07 883 8632

Luud Aalsma has a guest room available on Myrtle Grove with twin single 
beds, electric blankest and aircon. There is a shared bathroom and lounge 
with TV if required. Phone 07 280 86 22.

Please contact The Prattler using: the prattler@prideinputaruru.com for 
information about these free promotions for new businesses and those 
that have made upgrades to their services or premises.

2016 PIP BUSINESS AWARDS
The award categories are: 

 New Business Award Youth and Children
 Hospitality Retail - Local
 Retail - National Franchise Trades
 Professional Health Fitness & Beauty
 Service Industry Food
 Rural Automotive
 Manufacturing & Industrial Farming

There will be voting for people’s choice for Best Business and Best Person 
in a customer service role. There will be voting boxes around town. 

The PiP Diary on the website will list their location.

The judging criteria will be based around:

 • How the business presents itself. (Not what you sell, but how you do it.) 
 • First impressions are vitally important.
 • How easy is your business to find for someone outside the local area?  
 • Are you listed electronically and discoverable easily in an internet search?  
 • How easy is it to contact you?
 • How accessible is your business to all members of the public?
 • Do you present a friendly and welcoming face?
 • How does your business and how do your staff present themselves?
 • What is your response when asked for something you don’t sell, or to   
  a request for information about our local area?
 • How well do you support the local community?

PUTARURU DISTRICT SERVICES MEMORIAL CLUB
Every Monday night 6pm is Snooker night. This is open to everyone 
interested. Beginners are most welcome as we have professional members 
who can support your learning. 
September
 Sunday 18 Putaruru Street Markets 9 - 12 Princes street Putaruru. $5   
  per stall
 Thursday 29 September - Quiz night $10 per team 4 per team register by  
  7.15pm
 October 7 Annual Oktoberfest and Willie the Waiter party. 8pm start,  
  $10 per person includes supper and entry to games.
 Sunday 16 October - Putaruru Street Markets 9 - 12 Princes Street   
  Putaruru $5 per stall
 Thursday 27  October - Quiz night $10 per team 4 per team register by   
  7.15pm
November  
 Tuesday 1 Melbourne Cup day
Free van service available Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons and 
evenings. If you wish to use the van service on other days, please ring the 
club on 07 883 8591 in advance so that we can do everything possible to 
accommodate your request. Follow us on our Facebook page.
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THE LAST TANGLE
The revamp started in May when Claire Sutton took over the business. 
Having worked there for the last 15 years it was the next step for her and 
felt like a fun challenge.

"The girls Raewyne and Tina have made it very easy and our clients have 
been so supportive it makes coming to work fun," said Claire.

"We like to keep up with the latest colour techniques and keep up to date 
with regular in-salon training. I love seeing where hairdressing is going, it 
constantly changing and keeping us on our toes."

The Last Tangle stocks and use Joico, Bedhead and Olaplex which is an extra 
service we can offer our clients to strengthen and repair damaged hair.

Opening hours are Monday to Friday, with late night Thursday and 
Saturday by appointment.

LOCAL BUSINESSES: WHAT'S NEW? WHAT'S CHANGING? 
SENIOR BALL AT PUTARURU COLLEGE
It was a spectacular Senior Ball on Saturday, 13th August. The Ball 
Committee and extras, saw “The Secret Garden” theme come to fruition. 
Thanks always to Mrs Lynn Hawkes for fantastic catering and Mr Mike 
Grayburn and Soul Images for wonderful photography. 

Awards for the evening went to: King - Matthew Lyttle; Queen - Shalonda 
King; Best Couple - Hannah Saies and Jordan Fabrie; Best Dressed Girl - 
Vijini Moratu-Waduge; Best Dressed Boy - Mahdi Thebus. 



WELCOME TO THE PUTARURU 50+ GROUP
Come and see if you would enjoy playing indoor bowls, Rummikub, cards 
- 500, every Tuesday from 12:45pm to 3:30pm at the Putaruru Plaza. All 
games begin at 1:00pm so arrive earlier than this to get your name down 
for the team activities and the raffles. 

There is also a sales table of cheap goodies set up to peruse and purchase 
from, before hand.

Our group is very friendly so come and meet new people and make new 

acquaintances. Membership costs are only $5.00 and there is a $3.50 entry 
fee. This entitles you to enter into the draw for raffles that we run weekly. 
Of course we have a break for afternoon tea and a chat!

The 50+ group also enjoy two dinners a year as well as two bus trips. These 
usually consist of morning tea and lunch with two venues to visit. The club 
subsidises these very enjoyable outings.

We look forward to meeting you on Tuesdays at The Plaza. For more 
information, call Leo, 07 883 8578.

REVEAL YOUR WORLD
There are magic worlds everywhere. Why not share 
what your club or organisation is doing by letting The 
Prattler know about your special place. 

You know the drill!
 • Don’t hide your light under a bushel.
 • An honour is not diminished for being shared.
 • A joy that’s shared is a joy made double.
 • Everyone has inside of him a piece of good news.

Email theprattler@prideinputaruru.com for details.

Members enjoy their cards, (left) and bowls, (above).
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PRATTLER MAZE
Find the direct path from the yellow ENTRANCE to the red EXIT point.

Across Clues:

1. information produced or stored by a computer (4)

3. to get the better of (5)

5. a matter that is in dispute between two or more parties (5)

7. the marketplace in ancient Greece (5)

9. decompression sickness (5)

11. a sheet of paper in a book (4)

14. “I think, therefore I ___ “ (2)

15. said at the end of a prayer (4)

16. ballet term for lowering of the body by bending the knee of the supporting leg (5)

18. someone or something used to lure or lead another into a trap (5)

20. the top or highest point of something (4)

21. slang term used to attract or greet someone (2)

23. one of the five separate parts at the end of your foot (4)

25. cubes of meat marinated and cooked, usually on a skewer (5)

26. a list of publicly traded companies and their stock prices (5)

28. a type of plant that has large round red, pink, or white flowers (5)

29. something we can use to pay somebody (5)

30. a display or show (4)

Down Clues:

2. the invisible mixture of gases that surrounds the Earth (3)

3. a large brass musical instrument (4)

4. a chain of rocks or coral at or near the surface of water (4)

6. a mixture of raw green vegetables (5)

7. skill acquired by experience, study, or observation (3)

8. no longer used because something newer exists (8)

10. to confound briefly and usually with astonishment (8)

12. an Australian bird that does not fly but is a very fast runner (3)

13. coloured liquid that is used for writing or printing (3)

17. a small animal that is often kept by people as a pet (3)

18. a substance used for changing the color of something (3)

19. a red fluorescent dye (5)

22. to increase in phase or intensity (3)

23. a string or ribbon stretched across the finish line of a race (4)

24. to do what someone tells you to do (4)

27. New Year’s Eve (acronym) (3)

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 

ADVERTISE IN THE PRATTLER

Simply email: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com



PUZZLE PAGES THINKING SPACE

SPOT THE DIFFERENCES
Can you spot the 5 changes that have been made to this Glenshea Park 
photo in the one underneath it?

Answers to all these original puzzles are on page 9 of this Prattler.

   

PRATTLER ROUNDABOUTS PUZZLE
Join all the green roundabouts with a continuous line that passes 
through each roundabout once only, without crossing over itself.

39FAMILY PUZZLE PAGE
PRATTLER TENTS PUZZLE
Draw a tent on a plain grass space so that each tree has its own tent, (either 
horizontally or vertically), and each tent has its own tree, (either horizontally 
or vertically). The squares in which the tents are placed must not touch on 
either the sides or the corners. Numbers located to the side and to the bottom 
of the puzzle tell how many tents are in each row and column.



Views expressed in The Prattler are not necessarily those of Pride in Putaruru.

 

 
 Manager: Lee Robertson
 PO BOX 155   PUTARURU   3443 
 Phone: 07 883 7272
 Fax: 07 883 7272
 Email: info@prideinputaruru.com  
 Web: prideinputaruru.com
 Prattler: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
 PiP TV Channel

PRIDE IN PUTARURU ASSOCIATION

Stu Edmeades: Chairman (Rural Representative)
Doug McGregor: Deputy Chairman
Richard Heslop: Treasurer
Sheryl Van Dyk: (Van Dyks Furnishing & Over the Moon Cheese)
Wayne Bullott: (Putaruru Electrical)
Andrea Shaw-Thorpe: (Body Ease)
Raewyn Whiteman-Thorne: (@Junction Services)
Meg Atkins: (Yorkshire Girl Trading, Arapuni )
Matt Corrin: (Putaruru Tyres)
Anne Edmeades: (Edmeades Jewellers) (SWDC Representative)

2016 Pride in Putaruru 
20th Business Awards Celebration and Dinner
Saturday 15th October 2016
Putaruru District Services Memorial Club &
The Plaza Theatre

The Theme
20th Platinum Celebrations

Guest Speaker  
Kerre McIvor

Live Music
Dan McIntyre Band

$60 per ticket  -  Bookings and table reservations 
from Pride in Putaruru - 2 Overdale Street, Putaruru 
Phone 07 883 7272       info@prideinputaruru.com
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