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A large audience came out recently for the NZ Fieldays Rural Bachelors Night at 
the Plaza, Putaruru. A dedicated team of volunteers decorated the Plaza outside, 
the foyer, seating area and stage for this special night. The trio of bales, complete 
with police accident tape, on the entry way lawn created a lot of attention.
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After introducing themselves, the bachelors participated in an intriguing range of 
activities, much to the amusement and impromptu participation of the audience.
The activities included bed making, (after which they had to persuade an audience 
member to get in), what’s in the nappy, tossing the water bottle, a memory tray, 
guess the cheeses, what’s in the container, catch a fish, and assemble a ballcock.

There were auctions 
of goods donated by 
local businesses. The 
bachelors had to promote 
an allocated lot to the 
audience after which 
auctioneer Steve Emile 
encouraged bidding. Later 
in the evening during the 
second auction session, 
bachelor Ross had 
everyone in fits as he did 
his own auctioneering, 
even offering to add a 
dollar or two to up the 
offers.

During the Farmlands 
challenge there was lively 
banter and competition 
along with a little battery 
borrowing at vital stages. 

The local young farmers took out this challenge from the bachelors but the 
winning seemed incidental to the entertainment provided.

The smoothie making and naming along with the cake icing and selling was equally 
entertaining, with smooth talk involved in the selling.

COPY DEADLINES FOR THE NEXT PRATTLER
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 15th for the SEPTEMBER 27th ISSUE
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SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 

ADVERTISE IN THE PRATTLER

Simply email: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

Prize Sponsers
 Graham Brown & Co
 Van Dyks
 Vetora

Auction Sponsors
 Farmlands Putaruru
 Vetora
 Putaruru Tyres
 NRM
 Gallagher

 P G Wrightsons
 Hammer Hardware
 Honda Shop
 Waikato River Trails
 Stu Edmeades
 Moos Baas & Oinks
 Kaycee’s Hair Design
 Putaruru Super Liquor 
Other Supporters
 Silver Fern Farms

 Unichem Pharmacy
 Tuscany Road
 Steinies HairMasters
 The Last Tangle
 Over the Moon
 Styles on Main
 Woodsy Engineering
 Finer Details
 Putaruru Florist
 @Junction Services

The final 
entertainment came 
with the bachelors 
having to make up 
local bachelorettes. 
Steinie, Sheryl, 
Claire and 
Carol provided 
professional 
assistance. Drama 
occurred early in 
this event when 
‘bachelorette’ 
John McLean tried 
to be in on the 
action. Eventually 
Steinie attended 
to his image 
enhancement and 
he became a new 
‘woman.’

The ‘teams’ then 
quickly changed for a 
promenade amongst 
the audience, with 
plenty of poses being 
struck on the way. 

Team Amanda 
Rowe and Gordon 
Mill were judged 
the winners of this 
event, helped no 
doubt by Gordon’s 
salon manner.

At the close of the evening, the winner of the Best Product Promoter, Ross, was 
named and the overall Putaruru Rural Bachelor 2017 Winner, after all the activity 
scores were counted, was Scott.

Money raised from the evening will be 
presented to the Putaruru Fire Brigade who 
were on hand during the night to assist with 
ticket collection and venue safety.

The organising group thanks all the sponsors 
that helped make this such a successful evening, 
so much so that the busy bachelors became re-
energised and totally immersed in the night.

On the Saturday after the local evening 
the actual NZ Fielday Bachelor Winner was 
announced at Mystery Creek. It was Matthew 
McAtamney from Fairlie, pictured to the right.

A video of the night with the Rural Bachelors in 
Putaruru is on PiP TV, Episode 32. (See page 27.)

A BIG THANK YOU TO THE SPONSERS OF THIS EVENT

The Prattler   prideinputaruru.com 3



PiP MANAGERS MEMO
Hooray, we have passed the shortest day. Already the days are getting noticeably 
longer. The forecast is for summer. Fieldays are behind us. Wasn’t that Rural 
Bachelors’ Night a hoot! 

July is the start of the busy season for our farmers as calving gets underway and 
milking night and morning recommences. We wish you well and a great season.
Businesses in town need to be aware that we at Pride in Putaruru are winding up 
towards our 21st Annual Business Awards. The Awards night will be on Saturday 
23rd September, General Election night, so you can celebrate or otherwise with us 
at the Putaruru College Hall as we announce the winners for 2017. Be aware that 
between now and then, Mystery Shoppers will be at work assessing your business. 
This year we have decided to do things a little differently. We have reduced the 
number of categories but increased the number of awards so that there will be a 
first, second and third in each category. Also the People’s Choice section is being 
done on-line using Survey Monkey. You can have your say by going to the link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/L2WS9G9

There are only three questions, so it will only take a minute. For those without easy 
access to a computer you can still cast a paper vote at the Pride in Putaruru Office and 
Information Centre. The voting box and ballot papers are in the office and on line but 
outside our opening hours it’s okay to leave your vote in the green drop box by the door.

Our town continues to look great and a big vote of thanks must go to the team 
who have been cleaning and painting shop fronts and town seating. Putaruru 
Moving Forward are doing an excellent job improving our town’s appearance and 
making provision for growth in our area. It is good to welcome at least five new 
businesses to Putaruru in recent months. We hope you will prosper.
Here are some thoughts for you to ponder upon.
 “Our current systems are ideally setup to give us the results we are  
  currently getting.” [Source unknown]                                                                                        
 “We cannot solve our problems with the same thinking we used when  
  we created them.” [Albert Einstein] 
  You could say, “if we always do what we have always done we will   
  always get what we have always got.”
In other words it is essential that we continue to progress in both the way we think 
and the way we act, or as one comedian put it, “Constant change is here to stay.”
Embrace change and enjoy it.  It is after all, an inevitable part of life.

SWDC Mayor Jenny Shattock.

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
It's an exciting time for us here in the South Waikato as after years of a declining 

population we're in a period of growth 
across our district. It's positive, it's 
exciting but it's challenging for us as a 
council and we are now working very 
hard in that space. 

We have staff working with Putaruru Moving 
Forward on a "Growth Plan" for Putaruru 
and working on a change to our District Plan 
that will result in some rural zoned land on 
the fringes of Putaruru township rezoned 
to become residential land so that new 
residential sections can be developed.
A public meeting was held in the Plaza to 
present the proposed areas for the plan 
change to Putaruru residents and over one 
hundred and fifty people attended. It was 
the most positive public meeting I have 
attended and the support in the room was 

strong. A subsequent survey was held and the feedback from that confirmed that 
support. It's important that we don't lose the momentum of this project; however 
legislation sometimes restricts the immediacy of our vision unfortunately!
Council is now looking at our Long Term Plan and starting to plan out for the next ten 
years and up to thirty years. Our three goals we have identified that will lead our thinking 
and decision making are Growth, Resilience and Relationships. We will be looking at all 
areas of council; levels of service, the provision, expansion or decrease of services and 
looking at the balance of economic versus social support in our communities. 
I would have to say that what a busy, exciting, eventful place Putaruru is with 
wonderful volunteers who have taken it upon themselves to move Putaruru forward.
Reading the Prattler and following it on line I constantly see photos and articles 
about volunteers doing work out in the community. Council has just held the 
annual Honouring Volunteers Awards ceremony and I'd particularly like to 
congratulate Sylvia McLauren, Alicia Taylor, Alan Sutton, Greg Flagate, Monique 
Davis, Kylie and Monica O'Rourke, Jezz Bell O'Rourke, Mark Hotham, Frank 
Brownhill, Karen Hurst, Sara Green and the Putaruru Fire Fighters who all received 
nominations and certificates for their years of voluntary work. I'd also like to thank 
Sheryl Van Dyk, Michelle Stewart and Anne White who are the Tidy Up Team for 
Putaruru Moving Forward for the work they are doing in Putaruru tidying and 
painting shops in the Putaruru CBD.

There's hundreds more volunteers out in the community who weren't recognised, 
and I'd like to say thank you to you all as Council couldn't achieve half of what it 
does without the work of volunteers.

I am pleased to be able to finally say that the new security cameras in Putaruru are 
up and running. There are four cameras working and another one to go up to keep an 
eye on the skate bowl. We were given a demonstration at a council meeting and the 
clarity of the pictures was superb. The cameras have the ability to pan the streets and 
were able to zoom right in on specific areas. I'm confident that they'll do a great job.

Shortly I will be attending the LGNZ Conference in Auckland and we will be voting 
on remits to the council. The remits put up for us to vote on are;
 1  That LGNZ advocates to central government to amend the Litter Act 1979   
   to enable local authorities to legally issue infringement notices where there is  
   evidence of offence.
 2 That LGNZ request that Government use the appropriate mechanisms to   
   enable a proportion of GST be returned to the regions it was generated   
   in so that Councils can use this money to pay for the servicing of visitor   
   infrastructure.
 3 That LGNZ lobby the Government to take legislative action as a matter of   
   urgency to develop national legislation to manage cats with the proviso that   
   legislation includes provision for cost recovery for cat management.
 4 All councils should consider the development of a Sugar Sweetened Beverages  
   Policy for their respective workplaces and facilities.

It will be an interesting discussion. I'll let you know the outcome of the vote in my 
next update.

Wonderful to see the Tīrau Outhouse finally open and featuring on Country 
Calendar and to see the railway crossing to the domain underway.

And finally congratulations to the group of business people who got together and 
organised welcome posters, flags and events in our district for tourists in New 
Zealand following the British Lions Tour.

COPY DEADLINES 
FOR THE 

NEXT PRATTLER

FRIDAY
SEPTEMBER 15th 

for the
 SEPTEMBER 27th 

ISSUE
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PUTARURU THEATRE PLAYERS: NUNSENSE
Nunsense is popular around the world!

After the success of the first production of the year The Amorous Ambassador by 
Michael Parker, the cast of the next production are into rehearsals!

Next up in August is Nunsense by John Goggin.

Nunsense has been popular 
with many societies in New 
Zealand and around the world. 
In Putaruru, Nunsense is 
directed by Tina Ward and stars 
an all-girl cast! 

Amongst the cast of familiar 
faces and new faces is well 
known Country and Western 
singer Joy Adams from Tirau.

The show begins when the 
Little Sisters of Hoboken 
discover that their cook, 
Sister Julia, Child of God, has 
accidentally poisoned 52 of 
the sisters, and they are in dire 
need of funds for the burials. 

The sisters decide that the best 
way to raise the money is to 
put on a variety show, so they 

take over the school auditorium, which is currently set up for the eighth grade 
production of Grease. 

Here we meet Reverend Mother Regina, a former circus performer; Sister Mary 
Hubert, the Mistress of Novices; a streetwise nun from Brooklyn named Sister 
Robert Anne; Sister Mary Leo, a novice who is a wannabe ballerina; and the 
delightfully wacky Sister Mary Amnesia, the nun who lost her memory when a 
crucifix fell on her head. 

Featuring star turns, tap and ballet dancing, an audience quiz, and comic surprises, 
this show has become an international phenomenon.

With more than 5000 productions worldwide, it has been translated into 21 languages.

The show runs from Thursday 3rd August to Saturday 12th August. 
Bookings at Van Dyks and on Eventfinda.

PLAYGROUND MAKEOVER
The playground on Overdale Street is having a makeover with some of its items. The 
first stage involved the removal of the existing climbing apparatus. Now it looks like this.

There are others improvements planned for this playground which will proceed after 
this first upgrade has been completed - thank you South Waikato District Council.
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NON-DELIVERY OF 
THE PRATTLER
From time to time we have 
reports that the Prattler 
has not been delivered to 
your home or business. 

Please contact the Pride 
in Putaruru Manager 
if this happens and we 
will arrange with the 
distributor to have your 
personal copy delivered.

READING THE 
PRATTLER 
ANYWHERE IN THE 
WORLD
The on-line version of The 
Prattler is always available 
before the print version is 
delivered. 

There are two web 
reading choices - go to 
prideinputaruru.com then 
use either of the two 
options that are in the 
right-hand side-bar...

 • Download The Prattler
 • Page turning Prattler

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEW ON-LINE PRATTLER: IT’S AS EASY AS A, B, C...

A

B

C

D
E

To subscribe to our DAILY ON-LINE PRATTLER use these steps...
First go to the SUBSCRIBE section of: theprattler.org.nz
   A Enter your email address
   B This message appears
   C Your email box will receive a message subject like this
   D Open the message and click Confirm Follow
   E You will get this Subscribed to The Prattler notice
   F New posts will come to your email box like this...
You can still go to theprattler.org.nz to see the posts or make 
thoughtful comments. 
Often posts are added to during the day and these additions 
will be on the site, they won’t come to your email.
You can also access the daily on-line Prattler from our original 
prideinputaruru.com and vice versa.

F
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Me and Dad Build The Chook House inspired us to look 
into building a chook house at the school garden...
We are wondering would you consider coming to our 
reading cafe day and reading some of your books? A 
reading cafe is a day when we come in our PJs, read all 
day, bring soft toys and blankets, and just enjoy a love 
of reading. 
You wouldn’t actually have to wear your PJs if you 
didn’t want  to, but we would still love you to come and 
read with us...

Me and Dad
Feed The Horses

 Me and Dad went to feed  
 the horses. It was smelly  
 and I saw lots of hounds. 

 When we got to the   
 paddock the horses were  
 waiting for us. They were  
 standing at the fence.

Part of a student book called Me And Dad Feed The Horses.

IT'S WHAT I DO - PETER HILLS: ME AND DAD
Set atop a hill site with a commanding view of the farmland around him, Peter 
leads a very busy farming life as well as attending to his newer occupation - a 
children’s author.

With a varied background that includes police, motor transport, cattle work in Queensland 
and wheat belt harvesting, Peter is no stranger to hard labour and the outdoor life.

Writing though, is something that Peter always wanted to do, and one night not so 
long ago after writing at his computer, the genesis of the books began with thistles 
and chook houses as the subject matter.

He emailed his drafts to Opotiki author Nicky-Slade Robinson and was advised of 
a likely wait time of 2 or 3 weeks for a response, but within 2 hours there was live 
contact and the daily creativity of writing was added to his usual farming routine.

After an initial faulty printing, (with these books being sent to the children in 
the Solomon Islands after the floods decimated their homes), the collaboration 
with Wellington illustrator Gary Gibson and the fortunate connection with Smith 
Print, also in Wellington and Nikki Crutchley his new editor based in Cambridge, a 
completely New Zealand based production team was formed.

Each bring their own talents to the Me and Dad Kids Books line. Peter has ideas 
and experiences a plenty and the motivation of his own family and the responses 
from children in many schools both here and overseas.

Nikki brings her editors expertise to the text and may suggest slight tweaks here and 
there. Gary creates perceptive graphics to the text - illustrations that provide key 
features of the language flow but do not swamp a young reader with detail. Smith 
Print provide caring on-demand printing with a print run only a phone call away.

Features of the now established series are the New Zealand contexts that children 
and parents can relate to, a print size that suits the reader and the quality paper and 
colour work that compliment this. It’s a completely local production team. Peter is 
always looking ahead and half a dozen or so new books are due out before Christmas.

The success of the Me and Dad series reflects that stories are mainly based, (and 
acknowledged) on real people and real situations. Many children in New Zealand 
are not exposed to rural life and don’t realise where many of our day to day items 
come from. Money comes out of machines and milk is something that is found in 
supermarkets. To Peter, stories that open up the real world have an impact on children.

Popular already in many New Zealand schools, the constantly added to series are 
also being snapped up by tourists and sent as far afield as China, Russia, Germany, 
Sweden and the Pacific Islands. 

They are frequently used in the teaching of English to other cultures around the world.

Often when out and about, Peter will give away a signed book to families that he 

meets and immediately children in these situations are exposed to a living author - 
a highly motivating experience.

One book in particular is very popular in the South Island - Me and Dad Go 
Duck Shooting. The reason being that it makes a great present - wives for their 

husbands, for boyfriends and of course children.

Locally the Post Shop Putaruru and the Tirau iSITE stock all the books Peter will 
feature on Country Calendar in August/September this year.

There are numerous thank-you letters and illustrated follow up work creations 
from many schools throughout the country. Letters too from grateful parents of 
children who were finally turned on to reading through Peter’s books. And why 
not, when the stories feature Mum’s and Dad’s as the heroes.

As well as his busy farming schedule and Shelly’s ambulance duties, they both 
manage to fit in appearances at rural events through the country.

Peter with his helper Rex.

Student classroom related writing inspired by the Me and Dad series.
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Celebrating our 15th Birthday 
on the Putaruru Roundabout.

All our staff live in our town and 
have a combined total of 61 years experience in 
Real Estate Sales and Property Management.

Fred Seidel
Sales   027 474 5102

Diane Urbahn
Sales   027 290 8959

Rebekah Takao 
Rentals   021 154 0229

Your Local Agents

Putaruru Real Estate Ltd     Phone: 07 883 8810     Email: putaruru@ljh.co.nz

Z - GOOD IN THE HOOD 
Instead of someone in head office deciding who the stations support, Z’s people on 
the ground choose the groups they’d like to get behind. At a recent presentation 
at Z, Putaruru, four community groups received cheques for their respective 
organisations. The 2017 groups in Putaruru were: Child Cancer Foundation, Putaruru 
Volunteer Fire Brigade, Putaruru Community Garden and Putaruru Red Cross. Glen 
Carslon, (Retailer - Taupo), is pictured congratulating the 4 community groups.

BUILDING CONSENT PROCESS IS GOING ONLINE
South Waikato District Council's building consent process is going online using a 
product called AlphaOne.

"We're very excited about this move," said Kevin Duthie, Council's Building Control 
Manager. "Besides the obvious benefits of going digital, the key driver for this 
change is to improve the customer experience around building consents."
AlphaOne is an end-to-end online building consent system. It is a Council and 
client facing cloud based IT platform that is proven to transform building control 
work-flow and service delivery to the public.

Currently customers phone in to check how their consent is progressing and 
sometimes an Officer is not available to answer their query. With the new online 
system, designers, builders, developers, registered users can log in to the portal, 
and watch the progress of their consent online in real time.

South Waikato is not leading the charge in online building consenting but we're 
certainly at the forefront of the pack. Our online building consenting process goes 
live on 10 July.

Assistance will be provided for the public during a transition period. The building team 
has been liaising with regular users like designers, builders and developers.
The online consenting process will save time for both staff and those in our community 
using the system, provide for superior recording, improved reporting, more visibility for 
users and staff, allowing clients to track their own consents when it suits them.

"We are thrilled to be offer our community an end-to-end online building consent 
solution that will benefit our many stakeholders," said Kevin.
TIRAU SHAREMILKER WINS SHARE FARMER OF THE YEAR
Tirau sharemilker Phillip van Heuven took out 
the major prize at the 2017 Waikato Dairy 
Industry Awards, winning Share Farmer of the 
Year at Mystery Creek in March.
Phillip then went on to win the Share Farmer of 
the Year 2017 and also four merit awards: the 
Ecolab Farm Dairy Hygiene Award, Meridian 
Energy Farm Environment Award, Ravensdown 
Pasture Performance Award and Westpac 
Business Performance Award.
After travelling overseas he began farming 
seven and a half years ago at Tiroroa farms 
in Matamata. He then moved back to the family farm before going sharemilking 
three years ago.
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCES

1 A tree has appeared.

2 Smaller extra owls. 

3 Right eye is now open.

4 The letter F is missing.

5 An owl’s leg is missing. 

6 The log’s end colour has  

 been changed.

 All these original 
puzzles are the 
copyright of

 Pride in Putaruru.

WHAT’S DOWN
 • The rubbish in the grass areas outside the railway fencing 
  south of the Main Street crossing.

 • Fighting during daylight hours in the streets.

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW PUTARURU?
Where in Putaruru would you find this location?

The May location was the training tower at the Putaruru Fire Brigade grounds in Overdale 
Street, Putaruru. Lots of people emailed the correct answer for this one.

To make a suggestion about a mystery object simply email, The Prattler at this address: 
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

WHAT’S UP
 •  The positive responses to the SWDC looking to further land 
  development for housing in Putaruru.

 • The fun night organised by locals with the NZ Fieldays Rural 
  Bachelors evening at The Plaza.

 • The painting of Putaruru businesses through Putaruru Moving Forward.

Answers to the Puzzles from pages 30 and 31 of The Prattler

2
3

4

5

6

JULY & AUGUST THOUGHTS
 Outside the leaves were falling as they died
 A wind had blown away the sun  [Lawrence Ferlinghetti]

 I don’t wanta hear all your word descriptions 
 of words words words you made up all winter, 
 man I wanta be enlightened by actions.  [Jack Kerouac]

 Over the wintry 
 forest, winds howl in rage
 with no leaves to blow.  [Natsume Sōseki]

1

Celebrating our 15th Birthday 
on the Putaruru Roundabout.
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Putaruru Ward Adrienne Bell
Hi all - Kia ora.

Hard to believe the year is halfway through already!
It’s been a busy time in council since the last Prattler. 
On June 9 we hosted a Local Government NZ Zone 2 
(Central North Island) meeting in Tokoroa and heard 
some great speakers including Lyn Mayes from The 
Packaging Forum - who talked about recycling and 
waste reduction initiatives - and Michael Mills from 
the Safe Communities Foundation who talked about 
supporting communities to be effective enablers of 
violence prevention.  

We then accompanied our guests on a tour of the 
Tokoroa road/rail terminal where we explained our goal of reducing the number of 
trucks on the road by encouraging the sending of goods by rail. A timely demonstration 
was provided by the (unplanned) passing through of a train from Kinleith which was 
pulling at least 50 carriages on its way to Tauranga. One train engine instead of 50 truck 
engines has got to be good in terms of air pollution, traffic safety and road maintenance.

The previous week we had a citizenship ceremony where we welcomed another 
lot of new NZ citizens from South Africa, India, Indonesia, Russia, Philippines, 
Germany and Britain. Welcome all! 

The council’s Growth Plan presentation at the Plaza attracted a great turnout and 
much positive feedback - there is a lot of interest in property in the District and the 
Growth plan aims to make sure that there is more land available.

Also at the Plaza recently was the delightful Arts on Tour production Gloria’s 
Handbag and Pride in Putaruru’s brilliant Rural Bachelors night - well done guys!   

Until next time. Ka kite ano.

Tirau Ward Peter Schulte
Greetings everyone.

 Our Council is working hard on the Long Term Plan for 
our towns and the whole of our District. People can 
put forward ideas or suggest changes/improvements 
to be considered in the Long Term Plan anytime by 
emailing, calling or face-booking Council or talking to 
your Councillor. The plan will also come back to the 
community for formal consultation early next year 
for further input and I urge everyone in our district to 

participate! It’s our district and we all should have a say in our future.  
Now to the Tīrau Domain. The Railway Crossing should be finished by the time you read 
this which is very exciting because it means we can start progress on the Tīrau Walkway. 
We have had three workshop sessions with those interested regarding the development 
of a Tīrau Domain Concept Plan. This concept plan will feed into the LTP once features 
have been costed. It is likely to be implemented over several years but these decisions 
have not yet been made.  

Between our Community Board, the Domain Action Group and myself we will be starting to 
fund-raise for our walkway. What form the fundraising takes is still to be decided and if you 
have ideas feel free to get hold of me as your Ward Councillor, or any member of the TCB.   
The location, size and proximity to town makes the Tīrau Domain a fantastic asset for 
both the Tīrau community and visitors alike. 
Our District has seen a lot of visitors due to the Lions Tour. Go the ABs!  
On the Tīrau business news, a Mini Market is going to open soon in Hillcrest Street with 
fresh meat and veges plus all the other stuff a Mini Market sells.  
That’s it from me for another couple of months. Keep safe everyone.

PUTARURU RSA
The Putaruru RSA committee would like to thank the community for their 
contribution and participation on Poppy Day and ANZAC day. Also those who 
collected and donated at Bunnings. We would like to thank Bunnings for coming 
on board and providing us a venue to sell poppies and pins on the Saturday. The 
Poppy Day collection amounted to$ 2259.70 this year - last year $2572.00. Thank 
you to the Scouts for your participation also. 
Thank you to Hopkins Joinery for providing materials for the crosses that are put 
on RSA graves before Anzac Day. Thank you to the community for attending Dawn 
Service and the Civic Service. There are many Returned or Service People in the 
community that don't belong to the RSA movement. Did you realise there are 
support services you are entitled to? Join us by phoning Murray Bath on 07 883 
3468, President, or Shirley Collingwood 07 883 1788 Secretary to find out. Subs are 
only $15.00 which entitles you to certain discounts in some retail shops.
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The Plaza Putaruru is the South Waikato's premium performing arts centre. It 
is available to hire for small and large events, accommodating 5 to 500 for top 
performances, conferences, seminars, exhibitions, performances and many more.  
The facilities include 9 bar fly tower, full wheelchair access, full stage movie screen 
and amazing acoustics. 
The theatre auditorium can comfortably accommodate up to 400 tiered seated 
patrons, with an additional 100 removable chairs on the floor to allow when 
removed 260m2 clear floor space for exhibitions and displays. 
The stage offers 12.8 x 7 metres with wings and full rear dressing rooms, named 
The Arthur Fountain Studio. The acoustics must be heard to be believed. The 
front room of the venue is named The Pavilion and is perfect for small seminars, 
classroom or boardroom events. 

The Plaza Putaruru is run by not-for-profit organisation, The South Waikato Arts 
Trust and boasts extremely reasonable hire costs.  

If you’re planning an event and need a versatile venue, contact us to see what we 
have to offer.  

Join our ’Friends of the Plaza’ database (on the homepage of our website) or follow 
us on Facebook to keep up to date with events and special offers on at The Plaza. 

The Plaza Theatre 50 Kensington Street, PUTARURU. 

Events and Movies will all be listed on The Plaza’s website, www.plaza.org.nz, 
our Facebook page; theplaza@plaza.org.nz  and the Pride in Putaruru website; 
prideinputaruru.com or 07 883 8596  or 027 655 9715 by phone.

BRITISH LIONS IN HAMILTON - BACK IN THE DAY
To the right we have Gordon Tietjens ball in hand, and with him, from the left are: 
John Fleming, Wayne Bullot and Peter Wills. The Lions won against Waikato by 40 
to 15 in July 1983. 
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100 YEARS OF LIONS WORLDWIDE
It was in 1960 just 5 years after the first Lions Club was formed in New Zealand, 
that Matamata Lions Club invited several people to consider forming a Lions Club 
in Putaruru. A decision was agreed to 
form the club in December 1960, with 
the election of officers deferred till 
early in the New Year. The Putaruru 
Hotel was the venue for the elections 
where Jack Rolfe accepted becoming 
President, John Row, Secretary and Lex 
Aikman, Treasurer. 

The first meeting was held in February 
1961. Sister Alexander, Matron of the 
Hospital was the first of many speakers 
to attend Lions Dinner meetings. It 
wasn’t long before the projects rolled 
in; a Kindergarten asked for help to 
erect swings, a Medical Aid Post and a 
Scoreboard was put in at Glenshea Park. 

Apparently it was pouring with rain 
when the first bottle drive took place 
- a successful event. At 7:30pm the 
President was informed that not only had they picked up all the empties but a full box 
had been loaded as well. Sure doesn’t pay to mix the two in a collection drive. But 
all was put right when the box of full bottles were returned out to Waihou. The aim 
in that first year was to create a feeling of fellowship among a group of comparative 
strangers. This was very successful and one that has continued to the present day.

1965 saw the first District Governor elected from Putaruru Lions Club. The position is 
to look after a group of Lions Clubs in the District. Jack Rolfe was elected and accepted 
this position in 1965 -1966, with John Hutton taking the role in 1976 - 1977.

Lions have been active in community projects. One that started 57 years ago is a 
continuing campaign, first known as “Polish up Putaruru,” it has been given many 
names over the years. Today it is called “Moving Putaruru Forward.” Lions are about to 
start the tiding up of the entrances to the town. Today there are a lot of regulations to 
follow, where in the past it was just  “roll up your sleeves and get the job done.”

Putaruru Lion members are ordinary people from all walks of life who enjoy getting 
together and improving our Community. Lions enjoy working on projects that 
improve and protect the environment and through the years have felt enormous 
satisfaction from the knowledge that what the club does, does make a difference, 
enjoying the friendship and fun while doing so. 

Some projects that have been carried out are: erecting a shelter at the Waihou 
walkway, the planting of trees at the Waihou stream, working with the River Trails 
on the bush walk, and helping at Maungatautari.

Some of the major events started with the Garden Of Memories which 
took 2 years to complete. No diggers in those days, just hard work. 
Rangiura Trust for instance was a huge commitment raising funds with 
the help of other groups in town to start Rangiura Home. On the 20th 

Anniversary of Putaruru Lions Club, Lions donated a call system and a walk-
in freezer. Today members still help with garage sales and have a member on the Board.

Fund raising has always focused on being able to help the community. Over the years 
many different ways have been used such as: growing potatoes, corn, carrots and 
pumpkins to be sold. Friday night 
shopping in the 1970’s was a night 
where people meet and it became 
a social evening. It was on these 
nights that Lions would be seen in 
town with Quick Fire Raffles, selling 
candy floss, and on one occasion 
in 1979, members raffled a “Pig In 
a Barrow.” We are told there was 
great fun wheeling it around town, 
in and out of the business and racing 
up and down Princes Street. This 
would not be acceptable today! How 
times have changed. There are a lot 
of projects that Lions are just not 
allowed to do now, with the current 
Health and Safety Regulations.

The slinks collection was started in late 1985 and has been carried out ever since, being 
Lions main income earner. It started with members using their cars and trailers, making 
it hard work and a long day. A truck was purchased and an arm attached to the side with 
a motorized control. This made the process much easier. Today Lions travel around the 
country roads, 3 days a week on average, taking 5 hours to complete the route.

A new club was formed in Putaruru in 1983 when a group of ladies started 
the Putaruru Lioness Club. Putaruru Lions Club and Putaruru Lioness worked 
independently as well as joining together with some projects. 1987 was the year 
that Lions International passed that Ladies were able to join Lions Clubs. It was at 
this stage that there was a change of name, now to be known as Camellia town 
Lions with Anne Hughes as the President. It was in 2007 a decision was made 
that the Club would join forces with Putaruru Lions Club. This has given the club 
a strong and balanced team. The new club’s President was Dean Nairn, who had 
served 35 year as a Lions member at Pio Pio, Te Awamutu, and Hamilton Clubs, 
before joining  Putaruru in 1991. Dean has served 26 years with Putaruru, giving 
him a total of 61 years as a member of the Lions organization. 

There are too many projects that have be carried out by Putaruru Lions Club to 
mention, but to name a few: the Memory Wall at Glenshea Park, the upgrade at 
the community Centre, and the Garden of Memories.

A phone appeal was made in 1997 to raise funds for the Heart Research 
Foundation at Waikato Hospital. Ringing residents in town and answering any 
question took hours of time but the effort was worth it in the end. The donations 
received were gratefully accepted. This appeal hasn’t been carried out since. There 
was a donation of 12 TV’s and a Medical Pump for the Cancer Unit at Waikato 
Hospital to give occupants some enjoyment during those long stays.

Health of Putaruru citizens has always been an important part of the Club, with 
donations going to St John Ambulance, Red Cross, Heart Foundation, Bind Institute 
and the Putaruru Fire Brigade, to name a few. 

Collecting for the Food Bank is a joint effort with the Fire Brigade and Lions each 
year. We get help from the Scouts and Girl Guides, which is appreciated. It’s good 
to see the shelves well stocked at the end of the day. Lions also help with Daffodil 
Day, Alzheimer’s and Diabetes collections. 

In October 2014 at the Plaza, Putaruru Lions put on a Free Health Expo. A range of 
Professionals and representatives were available to answer any inquires on Health 
concerns. A seminar with Doctors from our Medical Centre spoke on Men’s Health, 
Prostrate Cancer and Depression. This was informative and well received and it 
was good to see a number of men attending.

Back row from left: John Barr, Jim Dearlove, Denis Spencer, Dries Arts , Bob Lynn, Cam Sycamore, 
Bill Blackman, Arie Van Dam, Spencer Dillon 
Front row from left: Jack Rolfe, Roger Halligan, Ray Tait, Ted Rewi, Pat Garnett, Chris Ranum

Charter President Jack Rolfe
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Putaruru Lions recognize that our most valuable resource is our young people, as 
they are our future. It’s important to notice and help young people with talent 
to reach their full potential. Over the years, Speech Makers has given students 
the opportunity to compete through schools. Another way Putaruru Lions help is 
holding Babysitting Courses, and helping Girl Guides and Scouts. 
Hi Viz Vests were donated to schools to be given to children to use travelling to 
and from school in our rural areas, helping to make them more visible on our 
country roads, with more trucks and faster cars on the road these days. 300 vests 
where donated in total, this was with the help of the local Police. 

Members of Putaruru Lions enjoy working with fellow members even on the simplest 
of projects and get satisfaction from knowing that they are helping their community 

at the same time. One of these events is the Christmas Parade. This is a time when 
seeing the smiles on the faces of the children is a joy. For Lion members it is a time to 
get out Santa’s Sleigh ready for the big day. Our Lions truck is bought out of storage 
and put back into action with a good clean and decorated ready to take part in the 
Parade. Marshalling is a big part of the day, working with Pride in Putaruru to get road 
closures set and members on intersections takes all of club participating. Putaruru 
Lions have been asked to Marshall many of the events around town, Targa Rally, 4 
wheel drive and The Generator, are some of the events we have assisted with.  

2017 - 2018 is the Centennial Celebrations of Lions International. The earthquake in 
Christchurch in 2009 was a time when Lions International again donated their help 
to New Zealand, providing nearly $1 million in cash to help Canterbury families in 
need. New Zealand Lions rapidly went into action with the task ahead of them. With 
the Red Cross they worked together distributing drinking water and setting up food 
stations within hours of the catastrophe. Within a day they had organized Port a Loo’s 
and started helping find what was needed in the city. Our Motto “WE SERVE” was 
demonstrated well. The Edgecombe flood was another time that Lions International 
helped. For 100 years they have given help throughout the world.  

In May, Lions had two Firewood raffles, the winners were very happy when the 
wood arrived. The winner of the first was Mrs Nichol and the second went to Ellie 
Davies. Putaruru Lions would like to thank everyone for their continuing support 
and especially to Putaruru Countdown.
Most organizations in Putaruru run on volunteer labour and as a group Lions can 
achieve more to support other organizations and benefit the people of Putaruru. Lions 
support Youth, Social Services and Environment Projects in our area. If you would 
like to contribute to Putaruru society in a social environment with like minded and 
supportive people, please contact Margaret Sterling 
on 07 883 898 or Sue Harper on 027 291 9667. Keep 
warm this winter and take care on the roads. 
Times have certainly changed for Putaruru Lions since 
the early days of the club, although our focus is still 
firmly focused on supporting our local community.
Although we donate money to needy organisations or 
clubs we also support the town by completing hands-on 
projects. This has become more difficult for our club as 
our membership ages, but we do our best to help.
Our club meets twice a month holding a business meeting 
on the first Tuesday and a dinner/social meeting on the third 
Thursday. Apart from our large financial contributions to 
Rangiura over the years our latest large donation was to the Red 
Cross to help support them with their health shuttle service. All our income raised from projects 
or raffles is returned to the community with the funds required to run the club being taken from 
membership fees.
The running of the club is also more onerous than bygone years. Charities Commission 
and Incorporated Societies require detailed financial and service returns each year. 
Lions International require detailed monthly reports. All this and the general day to 
day running requires dedication from club members and all of this is through members 
volunteering to help the community.
Our major fund raiser each year is picking up casualty calves which are kindly donated 
by our local farmers. This is, and our other projects, also supported by members of the 
public who kindly donate their time to help us through the larger projects. There is a 
lot of satisfaction gained from helping make our town a better place to live and by 
supporting locals with all sorts of improvement apart from the social interaction 
within the club. If you have time to spare and think Lions is for you, or you would like 
to help, then please contact a member for more information.
Thanks to all past Lions, present Lions and all the people who have supported our club 
over the years. Your efforts are appreciated, the town and its people have certainly 
benefited from your efforts. [Alan Hurcomb - President]

Alan our President for 2016 /2017
and 2017/2018.

Members of Putaruru Lions Club, 

Christopher Nicol 1979
John Hutton  1983
Sheryn Hamley  1983
Kevin Burgess  1983
Sue Dixon  1991
Dean Nair  1991
Maurice Martin  1993
Diana Bennett  1993
Marianne Hurcomb 1993
Elaine Mitchell  1993 
Joy Pellowe  1993
Lena Martin  1994
Ken Putt  1994
Sue Harper  1994

William Mc Kinnon 1996
Raewyn Habergham 1997
Lola McCormack 1997
John Harper  1998
Gaylene Titterton 1998
David Richmond 1999
Jeff Dixon  2004
David Clarkson  2007
Anne Hughes  2008
Alan Hurcomb  2008
Herman Van Rooijen 2010
Margaret Sterling 2012
Thea Van Rooijen 2013 

and the year they started.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 
ADVERTISE IN THE PRATTLER

Simply email: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
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PUTARURU ST JOHN YOUTH DIVISION
The Putaruru St John Youth Division hosted the Waikato District 
Competition for the Penguin and Junior Cadets recently. Teams came 
from the wider Waikato District with approximately 90 cadets attending 
the events at St John Hall on Overdale Street.

Each team put the skills they had learnt at their division within different scenarios: 
First Aid, Improvisation, Caregivers, Drill, Communication and a fun test for the 
Juniors. For the Penguins it was First Aid, Improvisation, Caregivers, Inspection, 
Communication and a Fun Test. The Juniors age group is from 8.5 - 10 years 
and the Penguins age is from 6 - 8.5 years. They were judged and marked on 
their performance. The team with the highest marks received medals and ribbons. 
Volunteers became the patients done up with mock injuries. It was a great time for the 
young cadets to get involved with this kind of competition as it gave them a lot of 
confidence when working with people with real injuries.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Licensed under the REAA 2008 

LIZ JONES-PARRY 
Ph: 021 663 926 
E: liz@powerhouserealty.co.nz 
W: powerhouserealty.co.nz 
 
 

POWERHOUSE REALTY 

Committed to achieving exceptional results for you. 
 

I have proven sales in your area 
and achieve premium prices. 
Want a similar result?  
 

Call me for a free appraisal. 

Listing on TradeMe – FREE 

Listing on Realestate.co.nz – FREE 

Professional photography - FREE 

NO Administration Fee 
“Your local professional delivering value and service”. Market your 

most valuable asset with the best, Liz Jones-Parry, Powerhouse Realty. 

PAM REEDS PAM
The Putaruru Library hosted a group of residents from Rangiura Rest Home 
recently. The residents enjoyed morning tea at the library and some time browsing 
the shelves and talking with staff.
A poetry reading of a selection of Pam Ayers’ works was performed by our very own 
Pam Reed, (complete with accent), and this kept our guests enthralled and entertained

.

A week before, a similar visit was held with guests from Cardrona Rest Home. 
The Putaruru Library provides a regular outreach service to both Cardrona and 
Rangiura Rest Homes, but it is always an enjoyable experience for library staff 
when residents are able to visit.

COPY DEADLINES FOR THE NEXT PRATTLER
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 15th for the SEPTEMBER 27th ISSUE
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PUTARURU MOVING FORWARD
Putaruru Moving Forward members were enthusiastic last week as they met and 
reviewed progress in the town.

Many businesses are reporting an increase in turnover and the new shops opening 
are giving our town a buzzy feel. We continue to look at land options for both 
business and residential developments. We certainly want to have all buildings fill 
and successful businesses operating. As noted elsewhere, the community meeting 
was a great success and the town enthusiasm makes all the work worthwhile. 

Council will shortly report on the recent survey and resulting progress. We 
certainly support future rezoning of land.

Our painting girls continue 
to make a major difference 
to many of our shops. 
The result of their work 
and that of the business 
owners earns regular 
positive feedback and 
while the winter restricts 
some painting the town 
is looking much more 
clean and tidy, possibly 
impacting on the increase 
in turnover.

We are excited about Mr G and his mural at Farmlands and we are working with 
Lions to get a tidy up of two key roadside areas.

It was a privilege to be asked to host the Fieldays Rural Bachelors here in Putaruru. 
A small team of locals hosted a great night at the Plaza and made sure the bachelors 
went away with a memorable experience of Putaruru. A big thank you to all who 
contributed in any way.

Bruce Sherman was elected to the PMF group and Lisa McKinnon has joined us in 
an administration role.

We are keen to hear from anyone interested in establishing a business or has a 
building available to lease.

Peter Hill kindly gave the Prattler a complete set of his published books to date 
as a competition prize.
Read, (or have read to you), our feature about Peter on page 7, then imagine 
that you’re Peter deciding what the next story is going to be about.
Now, think of the Title that this new story will have.
To enter, either use this form or go to theprattler.org.nz and download it from 
the It’s What I Do page of the website. We’ll also post it in one of our on-line 
news items shortly. Deliver by the end of July, 2017 to the PiP Office 2 Overdale 
Street or email to: contest@prideinputaruru.com
The picture below shows the complete set of personally autographed books 
that you can win if your suggestion is chosen. The lucky winner will be advised 
in the next print edition of the Prattler. Make this a family opportunity.

 ME AND DAD MY STORY TITLE IDEA COMPETITION
  My story title idea is:

  My Name:

  Address:

  Contact Phone:

  Email Address:

WIN THIS SET OF ME AND DAD BOOKS
The Prattler   prideinputaruru.com 15
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•	 Farms/Lifestyle	Blocks
•	 Pump	&	Motor	Controls
•	 Effluent	Systems
•	 Generator	Sales

•	 Residential	Wiring	&	Repairs
•	 Commercial	
•	 Industrial	

For	all	your	electrical	requirements	call	in	and	see
Wayne,	Jan	and	the	team	at	Putaruru	Electrical

FONEFIX4U
Phone/ipad/laptop 
repair business at 
27, Princes Street, 
Putaruru.

RECENT CHANGES AROUND TOWN

CAN-AM 
Can-am is situated 
next to Phil’s 
Motorcycle 
Centre by the main 
roundabout in 
Tirau Street, 
Putaruru.

DRAW FULL OF 
GIANTS
Tania is the 
entrepreneur creative 
visionary and founder 
of Drawer Full of Giants 
who is currently 
house sitting in the area. 
Mobile: 0275  352 104

ADMIN 
SUPERIOR
OFFICE 
SERVICES

Kayla Miles
027 8444 669 
Putaruru.

PUTARURU FIREFIGHTERS 
AT THE SKYTOWER
On 13th of May, 11 firefighters from 
Putaruru climbed the SKYTOWER in 
Auckland.

They raised over $5000 for the 
Leukaemia and Blood Cancer 
Foundation. 

The event consists of climbing 1103 
steps, 51 flights with 25 kgs of kit 
and breathing through a breathing 
apparatus.

PHOTOGRAPH OUR AREA DAY
Thank you to the 
individuals and 
schools that sent 
in photos from this 
dedicated day. 

We will feature 
these in the next 
issue of the Prattler 
and also in a free 
downloadable 
booklet of photos 
from the day.
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24 Hour & 7 Day Service
Servicing the South Waikato & Extended Areas

► All Maintenance
► Repairs & Renovations
► Blockages
► Gasfitting
► Drainage
► Hot Water Units
► Gas Fire Services
► Septic Tanks
► Heating - Gas Fires & Woodburners
► Leaking Pipes
► New Housing
► Water Treatment Systems
► Natural & LPG Gas Installations

CHANGES FOR THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES AT RANGIURA 
After 8 years of service as Chairman and 16 years on the Board of Trustees, Henry 
Van Dyk is handing over the reins and stepping down from his position on the Board.

Local businessman Henry has given countless voluntary hours in supporting the Trust 
and has seen it grow from a small purpose built Rest-home to now encompass Rest-
home and Hospital support for up to 60 people.  He was instrumental in the concept 
of Fern Haven house based on the Greenhouse model which offers secure dementia 
accommodation for 16 residents. He has been heavily involved in fundraising for 
all of Rangiura’s building projects as well as project managing these builds. Henry’s 
passion has been in the development of the Retirement Village with 85 villas in the 
close vicinity of Rangiura Home. Henry has been one of Rangiura’s ambassadors 
representing the Trust both Nationally and Overseas and putting Putaruru ”on the 
map” in the aged care sector. Henry has also served on the Board for Eden in Oz and is 
an advocate for the Eden philosophy supporting staff to introduce this into Rangiura.

Stepping into the role of Chairman of the Board is Jos Van Loon. Jos is a local dairy 
farmer who has lived in the district for 28 years with his wife Marian and their 4 
children. Originally from the Netherlands, Jos completed a Bachelor of Agriculture 
before immigrating to New Zealand. He is actively involved in the wider dairy sector 
having interests both in New Zealand and overseas and has previously sat on a variety 
of Boards and has been a member of the Rangiura Trust Board for 2 years. Jos brings 
his wealth of business experience combined with his experience of governance, not 
to mention his love of trout fishing! He has actively participated in CTCA - Community 
Trusts in Care Aotearoa - of which Rangiura is a member and has been supportive of 
developing both Rangiura and CTCA to benefit the elderly in the Waikato area.

Henry remains committed to supporting the Board of Rangiura by continuing to 
provide oversight in new building projects and developments and in the ongoing 
redevelopment of the Home and Villas. 

Rangiura will be holding a celebration of Henry’s contribution to the Trust on 19  August 2017.

PUTARURU RED CROSS HEALTH SHUTTLE
After three years fundraising, Putaruru Red Cross has purchased a van to provide 
a Health Shuttle service for the community. The van will be used to help provide 
transport for residents of the Putaruru district who need assistance in getting 
to medical appointments in Hamilton, Tokoroa or Rotorua. This will greatly 
strengthen the service which has been provided for some time using volunteer 
drivers and private cars. This service will continue to operate alongside the shuttle.

The Putaruru Red Cross greatly appreciates the support of many local 
organisations and members of the community who have contributed to the 
fundraising for the van.

Bookings for the service must be made in advance by phoning 07 883 6022.
Putaruru Red Cross would like to thank all those who helped make our Health 
Shuttle a reality, thank you one and all.

Without the support of our community we would not have this wonderful van.
Below is Ashlin Dykstra, part of St Mary’s Social Justice Group, who raised money for the 
van which provided a fire extinguisher, first aid kit and Red Cross vests.

 Putaruru Lions
 SWDC Community Grant
 St Paul’s Opportunity Shop
 Baptist Church Fresh Start
 Tirau Branch of Rural Women NZ
 South Waikato Country Music
 Karl and Hayley Flavell (ex BP)

St Mary’s Social Justice Group
Tapapa Women’s Institute
John Barr Insurance
AJ Tyres
SW Marine
All those who gave us donations
All those who supported our Raffles

PUTARURU RED CROSS
Health Shuttle

Volunteers providing transport 
to health related appointments.

Ashlin Dykstra the St Mary’s Social Justice Group hands a cheque to Ruth West.

COPY DEADLINES FOR THE NEXT PRATTLER
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 15th for the SEPTEMBER 27th ISSUE
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For your daily news try us at theprattler.org.nz 
and get updates emailed directly to you when you 
SUBSCRIBE! See page 6 for full details.
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The winter season has well and truly arrived, and it's nice to see so many crisp, 
frosty mornings give way to clear skies and sunshine throughout the day.
We have had a busy couple of months with final rates payments and rates rebate 
applications coming in for the 2016-17 rating year. We have had the pleasure of 
hosting residents from Cardrona Rest Home and Rangiura Home for library visits, 
students from Te Wharekura o te Kaokaoroa o Patetere, and Charles Crescent 
Kindergarten tamariki who came to listen to Matariki stories. 

We have had a number of staff 
changes in the office and are 
pleased to welcome on board 
Regan Krause, Hanneke Stegen 
and Lisa McKinnon. Regan is 
our new part-time addition to 
the team and you'll find her 
working on both library and 
Council counters on Mondays 
and Tuesdays, and working in a 
library capacity on Saturdays. 

Regan was born and bred in 
Tokoroa where she lives with 
her partner and two sons. 
Many of our library borrowers 
will already be familiar with 
Hanneke, who filled our 
Student Library Assistant role 
back in March. Hanneke is 
a year 13 student studying 
at Putaruru College and 
works with us most weekday 
afternoons and Saturday 
mornings. Lisa is a familiar 
face within the Putaruru 
community, currently holding 
a number of volunteer roles 
in Putaruru. Married to Don, 
Lisa is a busy Mum of three, 
and has joined our team on a 
casual basis.

We hope Putaruru customers 
will enjoy getting to know our 
new ladies and make them 
feel welcome! 

Putaruru Growth Plan
It was great to see such a good 

turn out from Putaruru residents at the growth planning consultation evening, and some 
encouraging feedback has come out of the subsequent survey that Council conducted.

Together with the fantastic Putaruru Moving Forward group, Council continues to drive 
the Putaruru Growth Plan, and look at opportunities for growth across the district.

Copies of the draft map outlining Putaruru growth area options are available at our 
office and on Council's website at www.southwaikato.govt.nz - Our Council - Major 
Projects - Putaruru Growth Planning.
Rates Rebates
Applications for Rates Rebates for the period July 2016 - June 2017 rating year closed 
on 30 June. If you have applied for and received a rebate for the 2016-17 year, an 
application form for the coming year will be posted to you when these are available. 
Our office usually receives rebate application forms for the new rating year in August.

Applications for 2017-18 can be made until 30 June 2018 but we recommend that 
applications are submitted as soon as forms are received. Forms are also available 
to download online from the Department of Internal Affairs website. 

You can apply for a 2017-18 rebate if you were the legal ratepayer for the property 
where you were usually living on 1 July 2017. As a ratepayer your name should be 
on the rates bill.
We often see first time applicants over the counter who have not previously 
applied because they doubted their eligibility. If you think you may be eligible for 
a rates rebate please give us a call or come in to the Putaruru Council Office so we 
can help you to work it out. 
Rates rebate eligibility is income tested. For 2017 - 18 rebates this is based on your 
before-tax income from 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017, and some conditions apply. 
Eligibility criteria and income calculators are also available on the Department of 
Internal Affairs website.

Dog Registrations
If you are a dog owner, you should have received your annual registration invoice by 
now. Make sure you pop in to our office or the Tokoroa office by Monday 31 July. 
If you miss the deadline of end July you will incur an additional 50% penalty fee 
on top of your dog's registration fee. Some lucky dogs in our district are right now 
wearing gorgeous red 2017 - 18 tags - is this your dog? 
If you are expecting an invoice and haven't received it, please contact us on 07 883 
7189 (Putaruru) or 07 885 0340 (Tokoroa).

Library News
Our July school holiday programme is all about movies! Registrations for activity 
booklets are open to school aged children, and can be taken from Monday 17 July. 
Children complete the required activities and read library books to earn incentives, 
and there will be a movie night prize draw for all completed entries at the end of 
the holiday period.

Our regular Wednesday morning holiday activity will run on both 12 and 19 July 
from 10:30am - 11:30am and is open to all primary school-aged children.

As always we have a great selection of fiction titles to keep you company in 
front of the fire this winter. Our non-fiction shelves are also bursting with great 
resources, so if you are after some warming winter recipes, inspiration and 
patterns for snuggly winter knits, or just a good biography, chances are we've got 
what you need. And if we haven't - be sure to let us know and we will do our best 
to source whatever you're looking for.

Did you know that we also have an 
up-to-date range of new release 
movies, documentaries, TV series 
and kid's movies on DVD?

There are some great current 
New Zealand films in the 
catalogue including Pork Pie, 
Poi E, and Richie McCaw; 
Chasing Great, as well as recent 
blockbusters like Passengers, 
Bridget Jones's Baby, Hacksaw 
Ridge, and the Absolutely Fabulous movie. A wide range of titles are available across 
both South Waikato Libraries. If it's not on the shelf here, please ask and if it is in our 
catalogue we will have it sent over for you. 

Recommended Read Mississippi Blood - Greg Iles
From the back cover:
Shattered by grief and dreaming of vengeance, former 
prosecutor Penn Cage sees his world collapsing around 
him. The woman he loves is gone, his principles have 
been irrevocably compromised, and his Father, Dr. Tom 
Cage, once a pillar of the community, is about to be 
tried for the murder of a former lover.

Most terrifying of all, Dr. Cage seems bent on self-
destruction and has frozen Penn out of the trial, 
preferring to risk dying in prison to revealing the truth 
to his son. For decades, Dr. Tom Cage has had a second 
son known to almost no one, the product of an affair 
with his African-American nurse, Viola Turner. It is this 
bitter son who set in motion the case against Dr. Cage. 
But a murder charge may be the least of Tom's worries. 

In the 1960's South, Viola Turner became a nexus point between Penn's Father and 
the Double Eagle group, a savage splinter cell of the KKK. Now the Double Eagles 
will stop at nothing to keep their past deeds buried, and they mean to ensure that 
Dr. Cage either takes the fall for them or takes his secrets to an early grave.

Unable to trust anyone - not even his own Mother - Penn battles desperately to 
crack the Double Eagle group and discover the secret history of both the Cage 
family and the South itself, risking the only thing he has left to gamble: his life.
Mississippi Blood is the gripping conclusion to the Natchez Burning trilogy. 

This book can be picked up and enjoyed for what it is, however, reading the entire 
trilogy will lend you a greater appreciation and much deeper understanding of the 
setting and characters. This gritty, fast-paced number has it all; action, love story, 
crime, history, interracial relationships, family tension, blazing courtroom drama, 
twists and turns, secrets and lies.

Greg Iles takes readers on a politically and emotionally charged 
journey that navigates "the troubled borderland between black 
and white," and looks intently at the meaning of justice. 
Not for the faint hearted, Mississippi Blood is a meaty 694 pages 
long, bullets fly from start to finish, and it spares little detail 
about the dark and brutal history of the American South.

It has been much predicted that the Natchez trilogy will become a literary classic. I 
found it to be an unforgettable epic that is both thrilling and thought provoking. In 
this much anticipated 
final instalment the 
author certainly gives 
Grisham a run for his 
money in the courtroom. 
4.5 stars! 

The Natchez Burning 
trilogy titles in sequence 
are; 
  1 - Natchez Burning 
  2 - The Bone Tree 
  3 - Mississippi Blood

 Regan Krause (left) and Hanneke Stegen (right)

Lisa McKinnon

 Recent DVD titles available at South Waikato Libraries

Recommended Read - Mississippi Blood

Author Greg Iles

READ ALL ABOUT IT: NEWS FROM YOUR LOCAL COUNCIL AND LIBRARY
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S i m p ly  L i v i n g
As I See It

Quotes It’s Over to Us
Please join in and send ideas and thoughts to and follow the 
discussion on: theprattler.org.nz

 S i m p ly  L i v i n g

 S i m p ly  L i v i n g S i m p ly  L i v i n g Recipe

Almond Flour Waffles
1 cup of almond flour
1 pinch of salt
1 teaspoon of baking soda
1/4 cup of honey and glucose
4 eggs
1 tablespoon of vanilla extract

Mix the wet ingredients in a blender
Add the dry ingredients and blend
Pour onto a greased waffle maker  and cook.

At a Putaruru public meeting last year we were asked to identify;
“who is Putaruru?” It was not about what it is, but if Putaruru was a 
person then who would it be? 

It stirred some of us and certainly made us think about and answer, and 
more than that, “who we want Putaruru to be?” 

It’s easy to say we want it to be a busy and buzzy town but to look at 
what personal characteristics it has is a challenge. 

Last week a fight occurred on one of our streets in daylight. This is not 
who Putaruru is and certainly not who we want it to be. 

When we think about Putaruru and who it is we think about a town that 
is clean and looking after itself.

We think about a town that looks after its people and sets a standard of 
behaviour and what is acceptable by its example. It’s a town that parents 
and provides for its young ones. It welcomes new residents and visitors 
and treats all with respect. We want to see all that. 

There is so much more and we would like you to tell us who you think 
Putaruru is. Use the comment section of theprattler.org.nz to contribute.

Our recipe this month is a favourite of one of our local foodies, 
Kimberly Crocker.

Basil and Carol of Loose Goose, Tirau fame, have passed on their love 
of quality food and it's presentation to all their family and this recipe is 
a Gluten Free, Dairy Free and refined sugar free. 

The waffles freeze well, pop them in the toaster and yum yum. 

Robert Frost says: 
In three words I can sum up everything I’ve learned about 
Life. “It goes ON.”
At the Prattler we agree, it sure does.

 S i m p ly  L i v i n g

PUTARURU WELCOMES THE BRITISH AND IRISH LIONS
A small selection of the signs around and about our area. Below: Tirau Earth 
Movers, Edmeades Jewellers, Arts and Crafts, Right: St Pauls, Quilt ‘n’ Knit.
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5 - 9 Duke Street

LADIES BUSINESS BREAKFAST
The Ladies Business Breakfast group appreciated the warmth at the Wooden Farmer 
as the first frost had given them all a cool start to the April meeting morning. 

Jenny Shattock took time out from her busy role as Mayor of the South Waikato 
to talk about her new role and some of the developments in our district. These 
included increased communication opportunities, council meetings outside 
the council offices, (the Putaruru one is in August), and plans to improve the 
maintenance of grounds in our town.

Jenny also spoke about the council work with PMF and PIP and the positive impact 
this is having. A key focus at the moment is the development of housing and land 
areas to accommodate our growing population.

BUSINESS AFTER 5: THE HONDA SHOP
The Honda Shop has now had the pleasure of operating out of their new premises, 
3 Rolf Way Putaruru, (beside Farmlands), since late December 2016. It was 6 
months later than expected, but well worth the wait.

They started of as a two man team working for several years from a small building 
on the corner of Totara and Arapuni Street. The business grew some what which 
allowed them to further expand into the old Wrightsons building back in 2006, 
situated on Tirau Street. The rest is history and the team are now very happy to 
boast a purpose built building, seven staff members which include two apprentices, 
three company vehicles including a fully equipped on farm service ute.

With the nature of their business within the farming sector, many changes have 
been seen, especially on gypsy day (June 1st), where many customers are seeking 
new business opportunities, (farming contracts), move further afield and many 
new faces move into the area. The Honda Shop have moved alongside many of 
their new and existing clients to the point where they service a large customer 
base as far as Taupo, Reparoa, Waimiha, Thames, Kawhia - to name a few.

The Honda Shop product selection has also grown. With the larger showroom they 
now have a full range of Honda Power Equipment, (lawn mowers, weed eaters, 
generators, trash pumps and the like), Cdax spray equipment, Kea Trailers, Led 
Light solutions and more. The Honda Shop is a specialised business in an exciting 
industry situated in what they believe to be the farming hub of New Zealand.

PUTARURU COLLEGE ACHIEVEMENTS
[This is a copy of a letter sent by the Hon Hekia Parata, Minister of Education, to 
the Principal and BOT of Putaruru College.]
I was delighted to learn of the improvement in students’ NCEA achievement results at Putaruru College. I 
want to personally congratulate you and your fellow school leaders on continuing to build on last year’s 
achievement results.

I understand provisional NZQA results show that students at Putaruru College have achieved significant 
improvement in NCEA levels 1, 2, and 3 over the past two years. This is an excellent outcome, and one I 
am sure you are proud of. I was especially pleased to note your Maori and Pasifika students’ results also 
improved significantly.

Success such as this reflects a combination of great teaching, strong leadership and hard work from everybody 
associated with the school, including the Board of Trustees, school staff and all leaders, students,  families and 
whanau. It also reflects the dedication and focus of the school on all students, particularly those that might be 
of risk of not achieving to such a high level.

The Government wants all students and young people to have every opportunity to succeed in their study 
and future employment. We know achieving NCEA qualifications, particularly at NCEA Level 2, is one of the 
foundational steps in making available the widest possible range of opportunities for future success.

I would like to thank you and your colleagues for the dedication you bring to your roles. It is because of the 
great work you do in supporting our school leaders and teachers, and their commitment and professionalism, 
that we are seeing progress such as this in our schools.
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SECTION AREA CLEARED
The once treed section in the gully area backing on to the Putaruru College, Peace 
and Riverview Streets has now been cleared. It has been home to horse grazing 
and kindergarten exploration over the past few years.

NEW ANIMAL SIGHTINGS IN TOWN
Some new signage has appeared in Main Street, Putaruru - but you need to look 
upwards to see it. Not content with the good solid feel of mother earth, these 
animals have scaled a building and in doing so make it more prominent.

A cow, sheep and pig now stand proudly atop of Moos Baas Oinks and urge us to 
enter. Pigs can fly, or perhaps they used their porky powers to get there.

THE MODERN MAORI QUARTET IN PUTARURU
The Modern Maori Quartet, (MMQ) - James Tito, Matariki Whatarau, Maaka 
Pohatu and Francis Kora were live on stage at the Plaza Theatre, Putaruru in May, 
performing their cabaret style show to a large supportive audience.

Corner of Peace and Riverview Streets - log piles are awaiting removal. Maaka Pohatu

Francis Kora Matariki Whatarau

James Tito

The show revisited classic Maori groups from the past and also included a ‘garage 
party’ session - except as the group remarked, the audience had paid for this! 

Also included were original songs from the MMQ’s That’s Us, debut original album 
due out in September this year.

“It’s always a humbling experience going back to our grassroots. Growing up just 
down the road, it’s awesome to have the opportunity to come and perform for the 
community which helped raised me,” Matariki said.

He still has fond memories of his time in Tokoroa where he spent 11 years of his 
life. “I played for the Tokoroa Pirates and most Saturdays we’d make the drive to 
Putaruru and play the different Putaruru clubs on freezing cold mornings.”

“Being Maori there was always the marae down the road which was the centre of 
our universe but then there was the massive population of Cook Islanders, Samoans, 
Tongans and other cultures that heavily influenced me and my view of the world.”

ST JOHN PUTARURU: PROPOSED CALF FUND-RAISER
St John Putaruru seek support from the Rural sector to help fund-raise to 
automate their car-park gate to provide a secure entry/exit for our staff.

We would like to hear from prospective rearers for our Weaned Calf Scheme. St 
John will collect and market the calves.

Please contact Tony Kissick, (St John Putaruru Area Committee), 07 883 6969 after 
6:00pm. On behalf of St John, thank you for your ongoing support.
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PUTARURU TYRES DONATES SPORTS BALLS TO LOCAL SCHOOLS
Matt Corrin from Putaruru Tyres distributed a ute load of sports balls to St Mary’s 
School, Putaruru. Other local schools will also receive a quantity of balls - there 
are about 400 balls to give out in this area! TRS, (Tyre and Wheel Limited), has 
arranged for this ball drop in association with Putaruru Tyres. This New Zealand 
scheme is called the Balls in Schools initiative.

Matt Corrin pictured with St Marys pupils. The ute is nearly emptied!
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Following the positive 
public meeting, a revised 
discussion version of the 
plan, (May 12th, 2017), was 
been released by the South 
Waikato District Council.

Roadside images of two of 
the areas indicated in the 
plan are shown here. 

The first is taken from the 
end of Ruru Crescent looking 
across towards Sholsan 
Street while the next looks 
back from Sholsan Street 
towards Ruru Crescent. 

The draft plan refers to this 
as area 8a.

The establishment of new 
housing areas is a vital 
step towards ensuring 
the growth of Putaruru. 
Many who presently work in and around Putaruru have to reside outside the area 
because there is virtually no housing available.

Taken from Ruru Crescent.

PUTARURU HOUSING MEETING: FANTASTIC TURNOUT
This is an informal report of the South Waikato District Council and Putaruru 
Moving Forward hosted open public session on the Proposed Putaruru Growth 
Plan held last month at The Plaza. 

Very large numbers turned out for this session, so many so that the venue was 
quickly changed from the Plaza side room to the main theatre. We have to report 
straight away that this was a very supportive Putaruru community meeting and the 
crowd mood was of over-all positivity. 

Mayor Jenny Shattock welcomed everyone to the meeting, followed by PiP 
Chairman Stu Edmeades who reiterated that the council was 100% behind moving 
Putaruru forward. Sam Marshall from the SWDC then introduced his role and 
spoke about the reversal of 20 years of population decline in the area. 

Kobus Mentz from urbansim+, leader of numerous New Zealand and International 
re-developments, then outlined the draft housing plan for Putaruru. Kobus shared 
the target land areas available here and acknowledged that not all of these land 
owners want to develop their land at the moment. 

When asked, “will we get all the land owners to sell,” he replied, “probably yes, but 
we don’t want to die not tying.” 

Another audience question concerned another rail crossing further north crossing 
Overdale Road. This was replied to along the lines that because of costs, this will 
probably not happen.

A question about land rezoning was given the positive council reply that this is 
all possible on a case by case basis. There was general discussion about Putaruru 
being bypassed by a new State Highway. This seems to have shifted ground in 
thinking recently because what was previously denied is now being seen as a 10 
-15 year possibility. 

One audience member suggested shifting the whole of Putaruru south near to 
where a possible new highway might emerge. 

Audience concern was voiced about old houses being transported in a haphazard 
fashion to parts of Putaruru. Council representatives thought that this could be 
addressed through the District Plan. 

Kobus was asked about population growth - what age groups were looking, what 
families were coming and was the push towards quality rather than quantity? He 
answered that quality can come in different sizes. It’s up to us to remind builders of 
the many good options available - covenants can be placed on the land if necessary. 

As far as Council was concerned, Sam Marshall would like to see one sub-division 
underway with new houses. 

It was pointed out that there is a national trend emerging with people from 
Auckland purchasing housing in the likes of Cambridge, which then saw those that 
had sold looking in places like Putaruru to re-house - a ripple effect that is positive 
for us. 
The notion of creating an environment where people can live and work, arose 
several times, because at the moment there are a lot of project development 
workers and managers having to live outside of Putaruru. CEO Craig Hobbes spoke 
about future proofing the town now and in the years ahead. 

Another point raised during the evening was the fact that there was often land-
banking with no thought of immediate release for building. 

There was a concern expressed about houses being too small, to which Kobis 
replied, “small can be beautiful.” 

The only minus from the audience point of view came from a ‘reply’ by a council 
officer about a possible time frame for such proposals to occur. His ramble 
completely missed the question and it fell upon Craig Hobbs to refocus an answer 
with an, “about 1 year,” reply. 

This informal report of the evening again reiterates the fact that this was an 
extremely positive night - we can’t wait to see it all getting started. 
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CARING FOR OUR RIVERS 
A group of people, kaitiaki of the rivers, met on Friday 12th May with a cup of tea 
in front of a cosy fire as the rain fell and the swollen, silt-laden Pokaiwhenua River 
thundered down towards Lake Karapiro and the Waikato River. Floods and erosion 
were high on the list of problems discussed. Huge amounts of our land disappear 
into the sea every year. Other problems noted were:

 •  The never-ending battle against pests like rats, possums, ferrets and cats   
   came up, as did weed control. Blackberry, barberry, privet and the increasingly   
   invasive Japanese walnut, Himalayan honeysuckle, bristle grass… the list goes on.
 • The contamination which makes the Pokaiwhenua a Priority 1 river under the  
   Healthy Rivers Plan was a big topic. Levels of nitrogen, phosphorus, E.Coli and  
   sediment are too high to sustain the health of the river.
 •  Most farmers are fencing and planting riparian strips and gullies, but the cost  
   in time, money and effort is considerable.
 •  The disrespectful people who throw rubbish onto the roadside and into the   
   river. Vast quantities of plastic go out to sea.
But hey, it wasn’t all doom and gloom.

 •  There is so much more fencing, planting and pest control in the huge   
   Pokaiwhenua catchment. There are people working on their own and more   
   neighbours are working together. There is more collaboration with the Waikato  
   Regional Council and other environmental organisations. 
 •  There are more native birds and natural regeneration in fenced and planted areas.
 •  There are good environmental efforts made by local industries in treating waste. 
 •  The change to land based application of Farm Dairy Effluent has seen a marked  
   reduction in the levels of ammonia in the river.
Katherine Glasgow, Senior Catchment Management Officer for the Waikato 
Regional Council, talked about the work the Council were doing to improve water 
quality. There is technical and financial assistance available for soil conservation 
and water quality enhancement projects provided they meet certain criteria.
There are also various external funds that landowners can leverage off to reduce 
sediment entering the river, such as the Afforestation Grant Scheme and the 
Waikato River Authority funding. If you are interested in undertaking projects on 
your property to reduce sediment entering the river then please get in touch with 
Katherine at Katherine.glasgow@waikatoregion.govt.nz 
We didn’t see the river that day as we sat warm and dry, but we certainly heard 
it. We felt the need to work at grassroots level to be true guardians of the river. 
Each decision made by each individual to restore and maintain the health of our 
rivers is important. Working together with nature rather than trying to control it 
contributes to the harmony of our lives.

PUTARURU TOY LIBRARY CELEBRATES ITS 25TH BIRTHDAY 
40 past committee/librarian's and partners enjoyed a wonderful evening dinner 
at the Putaruru Hotel on Saturday 20th May. Prior to dinner guests met at the Toy 
Library for drinks and nibbles and of course a good look around.

5 of 6 original committee were present plus 
representatives spanning the 25 years since 
opening in 1992. The volume of talk proved the 
excitement of celebrating this achievement of our 
voluntary teams of committee providing our high 
quality well-resourced Toy Library. As the National 
President Esther Romp said in a text message to all 
present: "you are now an established part of your 
community supporting children and families."

A fun owl birthday cake was enjoyed by all for 
dessert and again with the children at our Open 
Day on the Sunday.

Sunday was party time for the children with balloons, lollipops, birthday cake, 
bouncy castle, face painting, BBQ and the opportunity to play with the toys. This 
could have been better supported but the children who did come had a ball. 
A fabulous raffle full of games for children was won by Courtney J. Our sincere 
thanks to the numerous local businesses 
who provided the goodies for this and other 
donated items towards our celebrations.

The library started 25 years ago in the 
downstairs building now housed by Taratahi 
and about 4 years ago moved to the old Pinex 
offices opposite Bunnings.

The building has been spruced up, (in time for 
our birthday), with the painting of our window 
frames and the door - the blue paint makes it 
looks so much brighter and more welcoming.
Come on down to the library on Tuesdays 
9:00am - 11am and Fridays 12:00pm - 2pm. 
We are a children's paradise and can be found 
opposite Bunnings in Princes Street.

From left to right: Jay Ward, Karyn Brown, Selina Berry,  Judith Bennett,  Michelle Stewart
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SENIORNET AGM
The AGM of SeniorNet was held  on 26th May at the Putaruru Hotel and after the 
formal business of Warren Anderson’s Chairman’s Report and Secretary Sheryn 
Hamley’s Annual Report, those present were addressed by the guest speaker, 
Grant Sidaway, employed by the Federation as its Executive Officer to manage the 
organisation at a National level. 

One aspect of Grant’s talk focused on what he described as the attributes of a 
tech-dependent world. These attributes were posed as questions. 
 •  we no longer plan? 
 •  we’re constantly socializing? 
 •  best friends don’t meet in person but still remain close? 
 •  we don’t focus on remembering details? 
 •  there will always be an expert on hand with information we need? 
 •  access to information makes us independent? 
 •  but… we depend on others to share their information to help us? 
 •  so… actually we are more dependent on each other? 
Grant then went on to talk about what it means to be digitally competent. There 
are many frameworks that discuss this concept. Those Grant presented were: 
 •  getting connected  • managing information • staying safe       •  creating
 •  communicating  • transacting  • problem solving 
These concepts are fairly common in educational discussions throughout New 
Zealand and there are many variations of them around the world. Some discussion 
then took place around the question: is the world a better place with social media?

PINK PUTARURU
A number of Putaruru Business used the anti-bullying pink theme to colourful 
effect. Pink Shirt Day began in Canada in 2007 when two students took a stand 
against homophobic bullying, mobilising their whole school, after a peer was 
bullied for wearing a pink shirt. 

Pink Shirt Day aims to create schools, workplaces and communities where all 
people feel safe, valued and respected. We caught up with some of the shops in 
this photographic collection. 

Grant Sidaway, Executive Officer of SeniorNet.

CHECK OUT THIS NEW PIP TV EPISODE

You can access all the PiP TV Episodes from here by clicking the TV icon.
http://theprattler.org.nz
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THE PUTARURU CHOIR WARMS US IN MAY
A recent Sunday afternoon saw the Putaruru Choir presenting a variety concert at St 
Aidan’s Church. The conductor was Mary Heberley and the pianist, Irene McIvor. There 
were also guest artists from the Harmony Chorus, Hamilton and local John McLean. 

The opening bracket reflected back on Easter and included an Easter Parade 
complete with bonnets, while Mary was the soloist on The Stranger of Galilee. 
A variety bracket included the ever popular Chorus of the Jewish Slaves, (Nabucco - Hebrew 
Slaves Chorus), while the audience joined in with the choir’s rendition of Grandfather Clock. 
The final bracket featured songs from the musical Fiddler on the Roof. If I was a 
Rich Man had John McLean as soloist and he also paired up with Fiona Scanlon 
to sing Do You Love Me? Sabbath Prayer featured soloist Donna Phillips. Carole 

Fitzgerald added keyboard to some of these Fiddler on the Roof selections. 

There was a cozy appreciative audience including adults and children for this 
variety concert. Let’s hope they perform again for us soon.  
The AGM of the choir was held on Thursday 1st June and the following people were 
elected to the committee:

 

Next choir practice is Thursday 8th July 2017

PINK RIBBON BREAKFAST MORNING
The Wooden Farmer and Steinies HairMasters hosted a Pink Ribbon Breakfast on 
May 29th at The Wooden Farmer from 7:00am until 9:30am. For each attending, 
$10 was donated to Breast Cancer. 

Shortly after 8:00 there was spirited bidding for a number of items on auction. The

Wooden Farmer had many pink balloon groups hanging and the staff were all 
dressed for the theme as well as those attending.

PUTARURU ROTARY
Over the past few months members have been involved in marshalling at 
The Generator, serving morning tea at the ANZAC day service, attended 
a District Assembly in Taupo, attended District Conference in Whakatane 
and selling the annual Entertainment books. We continue to recycle batteries (see 
page 27) and proceeds from this continue to go back into our community. 

We have recently sponsored 2 young men to the annual district Rotary Youth 
Leadership Award (RYLA). Corey and Rob have since presented back to members 
about their experience - lots of opportunities over a 5 day live in course at Camp 
Epworth with 30+ other young adults to develop leadership skills, meet with well-
known successful business leaders in Hamilton, and challenge themselves with 
activities such as abseiling, rock climbing, public speaking, even dancing. In the last 
school holidays we also sponsored 2 young teenagers from Putaruru College to a 
weekend camp - Rotary Youth Programme of Enrichment (RYPEN) - a mini RYLA. 
Nikita and Arielle were very nervous as they were taken by Rotary members to this 
weekend at Lakewood Lodge, Glen Murray. They also had an amazing time and 
didn’t actually want to come home. They are yet to present back at a Rotary evening.

A new fund-raiser is being launched, the sale of SaveaLife Capsules, small capsules 
for your key ring that contain aspirin which can be administered at the first signs of 
someone having a heart attack. Watch out for these.

Our group is gearing up for the new Rotary year with our Changeover where 
President Boele will hand over to President-elect Judith.

We welcome anyone interested in being involved in our community: ROTARY - 
MAKING a DIFFERENCE. Phone Secretary Kate 027 836 6193 to find out how.

WAOTU PUKETURUA GARDEN CLUB
We are now entering the winter gardening season – tidy up time, pruning roses, 
taking cuttings and the like. Recent monthly outings have included the Tauwhare 
Sculpture Park and a more local trip to Tokoroa. On this day we were hosted by 
the South Waikato Herb Society where we were given cooking tips, soap making 
ideas, a potpourri perfumed bag demonstration amongst other useful herby tips. 
We visited the wonderful new Tokoroa Garden Centre where most members made 
purchases. If you haven’t visited this new business we recommend that you do. 
Members enjoyed a social lunch at Pockets Café.

Our Annual Luncheon plus AGM is on Monday 24th July at St Pauls Church lounge - put it 
in your diary and come along. Phone secretary Gail for more information: 07 883 8292.

Secretary: Mary Heberley
Treasurer: David Heberley 

Committee Members:
  Elaine McKinnon
  Marion de Lahaye
  Fiona Scanlon 
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RUBBISH NOT COLLECTED?
The South Waikato District Council released information recently about a revised 
red sticker system to be left at a property if the rubbish is not collected. 

Council’s Services Manager Andrew Pascoe explains that the key reasons for the 
change is health and safety and time constraints. “When crates are too full and 
material drops out as it is lifted into the truck, our Contractor spends too much 
time collecting and cleaning up spilled material,” said Mr Pascoe. “When crates are 
too heavy it is unsafe to lift and has the potential to cause back and other injuries.” 

We believe overfilled crates and the resulting spilled material that needs picking 
up is the reason that the recycling days have been running later than normal. It 
is a good idea too, to put lighter items at the bottom on a windy day so that they 
do not blow around, again for the contractor to pick up. “Council appreciates the 
numbers of residents who do the right thing for the environment and the life of 
our own landfill by recycling, but we do need to be mindful that kerbside recycling 
is the first step in a chain and needs to be done well,” said Mr Pascoe. 

If residents are finding they consistently have more recycling than will fit in the 
two crates, additional crates can be purchased from the Council offices for just $10 
each. Alternatively extra recycling can be dropped at our recycling depots in Tīrau 
Street, at the Putaruru Transfer Station, at the Tokoroa Landfill on Newell Road or 
at the Croad Place Recycling Centre. 

But, there are still those that dump their rubbish without a care for the community at all!  

WHAT WAS IN THE BAG? GLORIA’S HANDBAG…
It’s in the bag, not the quiz show but the 
exploration of life called Gloria’s Handbag was 
opened to an appreciative audience at the 
Plaza Theatre, Putaruru. Gloria’s Handbag is 
described as, “a modern magical mystery.” 

Helen Moulder, (co-writer with Sue Rider), 
in her solo performance, took us on a 
reflection of life through the time warp perspective of the play. No plot give-aways, 
but there was laughter and fears as the life of 90+ year old Gloria was revealed, 
especially represented by the ‘things’ accumulated along the way. 

With the on-line purchase of a handbag, Gloria discovers the magic both within 
and without. Magic from Mozart’s final opera, The Magic Flute, becomes part of 
the reflection, as well as the magic scarves within the bag - bagatelle speak.

The audience participated in the story through future mind associations, and as 
Leonard Cohen sang: 
  There is a crack, a crack in everything - that’s how the light gets in...
as Helen morphed from herself to other family members and the set subtly 
changed its ambience as the life of Gloria was opened before us. 
Theatre can take many forms and with a solo performance, the accepted space 
between audience and stage was closed by Helen Moulder as the mind of a lady 
approaching death carried us into a future looking back to the past. 
No Deadly Ponies were harmed in this production and those who saw Gloria’s 
Handbag were uplifted by a little touch of handbag in the night.  

TIRAU LIONS MAKE PRESENTATIONS AND NEW PLANTER BOXES
Tirau Lions had their monthly dinner meeting at The Tirau Golf Club and hosted 
Hinuera and Cambridge Lions. The Tirau Fire Brigade and Putaruru/Tirau St 
John were presented with a Cheque for $7,000 each after the Tirau Lions Golf 
tournament was held in February and raised $14,000. 

Shelley Flintoft from St John and Jim Phillips from the Tirau Fire Brigade accepted the 
cheques from Club member Andrew Main and spoke of the work that they are involved in. 

It was rewarding to hear that the money they received stays in our community and is 
used either to purchase new equipment or help fund their invaluable service to us.   

NEW PLANTER BOXES IN TIRAU
New planter boxes have been set up at the top of the hill in Tirau, kindly supplied 
by Notting Hill. These are now planted up and look very smart.
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FAMILY PUZZLE PAGES
PRATTLER CROSSWORD

PRATTLER MAZE
Find the direct path from the green ENTRANCE to the red EXIT point.

           PRATTLER PHOTOS
Most photos that appear in 
The Prattler are available for 
purchase in print or digital 
form. Enquire now. Email:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
stating the issue number, (see the front page 
header of each Prattler), the page number 
and description of the photo/s requested. 
There is a small charge for this service.

Answers to all these original puzzles are on page 9 of this Prattler.

Across Clues:

1. an officer of low rank in the army or marines (8)

7. to direct toward a specified object or goal (3)

8. a person who studies the iris of the eye (11)

10. a small cafeteria or snack bar (7)

11. cards used for fortune-telling (5)

12. to lie or sit with arms and legs spread out (6)

14. a person who is not able to stop taking drugs (6)

16. taken on approval (abbreviation) (5)

17. feeling concerned or anxious (7)

19. impulsive (11)

21. a metal container and its contents (3)

22. sticking substances (9)

Down Clues:

1. a man of rank or position (3)

2. spherical representation of the earth (5)

3. to be present in large numbers (6)

4. spoilt (7)

5. aquatic plants that Monet liked to paint (11)

6. a limb cut from the body (9)

9. having coil springs inside a padded casing (11)

10. percussion instruments (9)

13. boisterous merrymaking (7)

15. to move jerkily (6)

18. old British units of length (5)

20. to assume a horizontal position (3)
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCES
Can you spot the 6 changes that have been made to this Owlets welcome sign 
in the version underneath it?

PRATTLER ROUNDABOUTS PUZZLE
Join all the green roundabouts with a continuous line that passes through 
each roundabout once only, without crossing over itself.

PRATTLER TENTS PUZZLE
Draw a tent on a plain grass space so that each tree has its own tent, (either 
horizontally or vertically), and each tent has its own tree, (either horizontally or 
vertically). The squares in which the tents are placed must not touch on either the 
sides or the corners. Numbers located to the side and to the bottom of the puzzle tell 
how many tents are in each row and column.

Answers to all these original puzzles are on page 9 of this Prattler.

These Advertisers Kindly Supported the
 July 2017 Prattler production - thank you.

Please support these businesses.
Admin Superior Office Services 19
about COLOURS 12
Body Ease - Andrea Shaw-Thorpe 30
Charles - Central Kids Kindergartens 28
Edmeades Jewellers 3
Farmlands Putaruru 5
First Klass Pest Solutions Ltd 27
LJ Hooker Putaruru Real Estate Ltd 8
JeMMa's Home Based Grandparents Programme 7
JeMMa's More Educarers Needed 17
Kay Humphries Travel 13
Laser Electrical 21
Laser Plumbing 17
Powerhouse Reality - Liz Jones-Parry 14
Nanas Toybox 25
Nicholson Surveying Ltd 3
Osteopath In Putaruru - Alex Reina 6
Owlets Forest Early Learning Centre 29
Physio Direct 22
Putaruru Electrical 16
Putaruru Panel Beaters 26
Putaruru Tyres 22
South Waikato Dental Surgery 4
Spargo Plumbing 30
STIHL Shop Putaruru 13
Stuart Edmeades - Silver Fern Farms 26
South Waikato District Libraries 16
Tirau Earthmovers Ltd 23
Tirau Panelbeaters 4
TOI-OHOMAI Institute of Technology 15
Van Dam Plumbing Ltd 24
Woodsy Engineering 24
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 Manager: Lee Robertson
 PO BOX 155   PUTARURU   3443 
 Phone: 07 883 7272
 Fax: 07 883 7272
 Email: info@prideinputaruru.com  
 Web: prideinputaruru.com and theprattler.org.nz
 On-line Daily Blog: theprattler.org.nz
 Prattler: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
 PiP TV Channel accessed from the Blog and/or website

PRIDE IN PUTARURU ASSOCIATION

Stu Edmeades: Chairman (Rural Representative)
Matt Corrin: Deputy Chairman (Putaruru Tyres)
Richard Heslop: Treasurer
Sheryl Van Dyk: (Van Dyks Furnishing & Over the Moon Cheese)
Wayne Bullott: (Putaruru Electrical)
Andrea Shaw-Thorpe: (Body Ease)
Raewyn Whiteman-Thorne: (@Junction Services)
Heather Wood (Aon Insurance)
Anne Edmeades: (Edmeades Jewellers)
Jenny Shattock: (SWDC Representative)

Answers to Quiz:
Q1 Split Enz  Q2 Dominion Road  Q3 The Fourmyula  Q4 Thursday  Q5 Christchurch  Q6 Patea Maori 
Club  Q7 What do you want from him?  Q8 Royals  Q9 Cat Stevens   Q10 Goodnight Kiwi

This is one of the quizzes that was on-line at theprattler.org.nz where the original was self pacing with a % score given on completion. Access was also available to the answers.
NZ MUSIC MONTH
1. I Got You was a hit for?
   Crowded House
   Split Enz
   Johnny Devlin
   Dave Dobbyn

2. Don McGlashan wrote about the “half way house, half way down...”
   Mutton Bird Street
   Mount Eden Road
   Queen Street
   Dominion Road

3. Nature was voted the top song in 100 New Zealand Songs. 
  What group is associated with this composition? 
   The Fourmyula
   Headless Chickens
   The Clean
   Crowded House

4. In the song released by DD Smash, what is the “outlook for...” in the title?
   Thursday
   Love
   Thunder
   Breeze

5. The Flying Nun record label originated in?
   Wellington
   Dunedin
   Christchurch
   Auckland

6. Poi E was a hit for?
   Howard Morrison
   Billy T James
   Prince Tui Teka
   Patea Maori Club

7. Which of these lines talks about Victoria?
   What do you want from him?
   She could clean the house for hours.
   The things we two could plan.
   I’ll bet you think this song is about you.

8. What song talks about, “Jet planes, islands, tigers on a gold leash?”
   Roar
   Loyal
   Royals
   Drive   
9. Susanne Lynch at one time toured with?
   The Platters
   The Who
   Elvis Presley
   Cat Stevens

10. What iconic short/s used to signal the end of nightly TVNZ transmission?
   Goodnight Kiwi
   Kia Ora
   Tui Ta Ta
   Hini e Hine

2017 Pride in Putaruru Business Awards and Dinner

Putaruru College Hall
Saturday 23rd September 2017 BUSINESS AWARDS

People’s Choice Voting Form
The business I think provides the best and most consistent service in Putaruru is:

(Name of the Business)

The person that provides the best individual service in Putaruru is:

(Person’s name)
                                                                                        
(Business they work at)

Please enter your name and address or email address below.

(Your Name and Address)
or 

(Your Email Address)

Votes may be cast at the office of Pride in Putaruru/Information centre
2 Overdale Street, Putaruru.

PLEASE  NOTE: ONLY ONE VOTE WILL BE ACCEPTED FROM EACH PERSON.

$60 per ticket  -  Bookings and table reservations 
from Pride in Putaruru - 2 Overdale Street, Putaruru 
Phone 07 883 7272   info@prideinputaruru.com
Doors open at 5:30pm
The Business Award categories this year are:
 1 Professional
 2 Retail
 3 Non-retail 
 4 Trades and Manufacturing 
 5 Rural
 6 Food and Hospitality
 7 Manufacturing, Industrial and Logistics

Survey questions:
Best Person
 1 Who gives the best and most consistent service in Putaruru?
 2 Where does this person work?

Best Business
 1 Which  business in Putaruru gives the best and most consistent service?

And the theme is!
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