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The Prattler is now available as a daily news and information service on-line. Since this facility was launched just on 
7 weeks ago there have been over 40 items posted. 

Currently Putaruru is the focus for this service but an approach has been made to the SWDC to operate as 
envisioned for the whole of the South Waikato.

If we do not grow the opportunity to promote local news ourselves,
then we accept what others may or may not give us.

Community Benefits include: 
 • a daily opportunity to promote what is happening in the South Waikato
 • news generated within and by the community, not from outside the South Waikato
 • a regular opportunity for businesses, schools, clubs, organisations to share
 • can be accessed at any time
 • provides a platform for reasoned discussion
 • special features planned on a long-term basis
 • ability to post births, death, marriage announcements
 • ability to post public notices
 • able to use video as well as sound, text and static images - multimedia
 • recognises similarities and celebrates positive differences among the Tokoroa, Putaruru, Tirau, and Arapuni   
  communities 

Economic Benefits include
 • promotes a positive South Waikato community
 • provides a platform for businesses and community groups to promote their contributions to the South Waikato
 • ability to promote district social, recreational and physical resources
 • news gathered and presented this way can be re-formatted in the next print issue of The Prattler

Community Needs
 • aims to raise the status of positive community reporting and community sharing
 • provides a monitored healthy discussion forum
 • provides a vehicle for meeting the basic need for belonging and the power to  contribute to making the South   
  Waikato a progressive and fun place
 • digital access is the prime requirement for the engagement of younger community members

LOCAL DAILY NEWS: EVERYONE A REPORTER
Have you seen or heard about an event worth sharing with the community? 

Everyone is a reporter...
Just use the method that suits you best to tell us all about it. 

We want to see this town and the South Waikato being as healthy, enthusiastic, caring and positive as we can. 

Start, or contribute to discussions. 

Maybe we won’t always agree with what folk, say but we will promote the general well-being of our community.

Write an article, suggest topics or respond to what has been written in a constructive way. 

If you give us prior notice of an event we will also do our best to cover it for you.

You can do this at: theprattler.org.nz
Meet the NZ Field Days RURAL BACHELORS
Putaruru Plaza - June 15 - 6:30 (See PAGE 2)

27

The Prattler   prideinputaruru.com



Meet the NZ Field Days

RURAL 
BACHELORS
Putaruru Plaza
June 15 - 6:30pm
Book a table for groups of 4 oR more 

at $25 a ticket or a seat AT $20 

FOOD AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE 

  Tickets FROM

* PiP OFFICE 2 OVERDALE st

* PutarurU TYRES

* FARMLANDS

* RAEWYN 027 281 0342
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SWDC Mayor Jenny Shattock.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 

ADVERTISE IN THE PRATTLER

Simply email: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

PiP MANAGERS MEMO
What a difference an hour makes! Daylight Saving ends and suddenly the days 
draw in and the nights are noticeably cooler and we all know that we are heading 
back towards winter. Good news! The long term forecast is - summer. Just another 
six months to wait. Mind you, I am still waiting for the long hot summer they 
promised us late last year.

We welcome several new businesses and business owners to town. New owners 
at the Roast Shop in Princes Street and the food is yummy! Have you tried the 
new Kebab and Pizza shop on Princes Street? I have heard good reports. We also 
welcome new owners to Hammer Hardware, the BP Station and a new Barber and 
Tattoo business in Arapuni Street. I love it when new people come and open up 
here in Putaruru. Their faith in our town encourages me. It is always great to be 
around people who believe that the best days are yet to come. I certainly prefer 
that to listening to those who rave on about the “good old days” when we all know 
that memories can be very selective.

Thank you to all of you who continue to support the Info Centre at the PiP office in 
Overdale Street. It is proving to be a viable operation thanks in no small part to the 
volunteer help donated. Are you aware that we can book tickets usually cheaper 
than you can even on-line and we don’t charge commission!

Remember to sign up for The Prattler on-line, theprattler.org.nz and email updates. 
Mike our Editor is doing a great job providing local news and event reporting between 
the paper copy issues.

There are still some exciting ventures in the pipeline some of which should be 
more evident this side of Christmas, so keep believing that the best is yet to come 
and that there is a very positive future for our town and local community.

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Six months into this role as mayor of what I think is a fantastic district and although 
I've been around a long time in local government, it'll be twenty-one years at the end 

of this term, I'm still learning something 
new each day about our community and 
getting involved in activities and events in 
our district that really do confirm what a 
great community we are.

One of the important things that I wanted 
to do in this role was to communicate 
with the public so that you know as much 
as possible about what is happening 
in your community and at council. I 
hope people in Putaruru continue to 
take advantage of the Open Forum that 
was introduced at the start of each 
council meeting. These forums start at 
9:30am until 10am and speakers have 
approximately 5 minutes each. 

Another initiative that has been 
introduced to make contact with council 

accessible across the district… we're having full council meetings across the district 
and there's one in Putaruru on the 24th August at the Plaza. Everyone is welcome 
to sit in and hear what goes on, so put that date in your diary!

Not only is my role about community it's also about communications with our 
neighbouring councils and I attend the Mayoral Forums where mayors in the area 
meet, network and collaborate on regional projects, we have representation on the 
Regional Land Transport Committee and the Regional Civil Defence Committee and 
we play an active part with representation on the Waikato Plan Group and Waikato 
Means Business. I also attend Rural and Provincial Mayors meetings where we have 
contact with other mayors and chief executives throughout New Zealand. 

I've also been out talking to community groups and organisations and recently 
attended a graduation ceremony of the Whakahonohono Mai Women's 
programme run by Transform Aotearoa. This is a community based Women's 
Leadership and Personal Development programme. The Putaruru project is a 
project of Transform Aotearoa which is a charitable Trust that has been established 
to support New Zealanders in provincial towns on a journey towards wholeness. 
It's free and open to all women aged 17 and over. It was an inspirational day and 
congratulations to all the women who graduated. 

An exciting initiative that has been led by a Putaruru businessman is gaining 
momentum across the district and is uniting South Waikato businesses. The 
South Waikato Accord group that represents the hospitality industry in our 
district has promoted the idea of maximising the social and economic benefits of 
the forthcoming Lions Tour. It is anticipated that 1,500 camper vans and 30,000 
visitors will be in New Zealand at that time and a large number of them will be 
coming through our district. This group led by Peter Gardiner from Putaruru Arms 
Motel has already planned promoting our district widely to showcase who we are 
and what we have to offer and that includes home stays, B&B's, farm stays, golf 
courses, freedom camping areas, mountain bike parks, river trail walks, Te Waihou 
Walkway and hosting evenings to watch games on the big screen. This is a council 
and community initiative and I encourage anyone who wants to be part of it to 
make contact with the Timber Museum office as that's where it's happening. The 
benefits to our district could be enormous considering our location on SH1.

Another event that I have recently attended was the blessing of Hatupatu Rock at 
the southern end of our district. In partnership with Raukawa and others we took 
on the task of ensuring the legend surrounding the story of Te Kowhatu o Hatupatu 
is protected and preserved. If you're heading south you'll see the beautiful area of 
planting and story boards. It was another day of our community coming together.

Since the beginning of the year we have been working on the Annual Plan and 
budgets for the 2107/2018 year. 

As I said in the previous Prattler, our focus this year is on improving the 
maintenance and appearance of our district. We've put the money in the budget, 
we've had the public meetings, we've used social media, radio, newspaper, drop 
in sessions and the public forums to get the word out there as to what we have 
planned and now it's all been confirmed.

So to cover everything Council proposes to do during the 2017/18 year a 3.9% 
average (across the district) general rates increase is required. The actual increase 

will differ per property based on capital valuation. At council we are also very 
excited that the district is now experiencing population growth and a good number 
of business enquiries, after years of decline. We need to maintain the growth 
currently being experienced in the district and I want to ensure that we deliver the 
best outcomes for you, our community.

FUNCTIONS OF A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
FINDING A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE. 
Names of Justices of the Peace are in the front of the phone book, (both Waikato 
and the small local Putaruru/Tirau Phone Book).

Alternatively you can go on line to jpfed.org.nz. This website lists JPs by address 
and also lists where and when local clinics are held. This website also details the 
functions and services offered by a Justice of the Peace. 

If you need to sign a document in front of a JP bring along some identification 
and also do not sign the document until you are in front of the JP as they need to 
actually witness you signing the document.

If on the other hand you need a certified copy of a document then anyone can 
take the original and the copy to the JP to have it verified.

Remember that JP services are available at the Putaruru Library on Friday 
mornings between 10am and 12 noon each week. Also at Putaruru Arts & Crafts, 
Princes Street on Wednesdays between 10am and 12 noon.

BUSINESS AFTER 5: INVITATION
The Team at Honda are inviting you to come and view their new premises and hear a 
bit of their story at the next Business After Five function on Tuesday 2nd May 5:30pm 
- 7:00 pm at their new premises at 3 Rolfe Way.

There will be an update of the work of Putaruru Moving Forward and a chance for 
new business owners to be introduced and welcomed to Putaruru. All Welcome.
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NGA HAU E WHA WHANAU HOE INC (Four Winds Family Paddlers)

Nga Hau E Wha Whanau Hoe Inc was started by two young men in 2010. Both 
were passionate about waka ama and the benefits of this sport to the community 
especially to youth with drug, alcohol, behaviour and gang affiliation.  

The Club is based at Jones Landing, Lake Arapuni, but has teams paddling in 
Pukawa Bay and 2 Mile Bay Taupo.

The Club started with a couple of W1’s. Knowing this was not going to cater for 
the aims of the organisation, funding was applied for. Eventually funding from two 
sources allowed the Executive Committee to purchase a second hand W6 from the 
Hawke Bay area. The Club had no trailer to collect the W6 so borrowed one from 
Taupo-nui-a-Tia College. The Club is extremely grateful for their kindness.

From this point, many attempts to apply for funding were rejected but the 
Executive kept at it year in and year out. Membership started with 15 paddlers in 
2010, the required number to set up an incorporated society. Now we exceed 300.

The Mission Statement of the Club is as follows:
	 To	promote,	enhance	and	maintain	water	sports	and	activities	with	a	primary		 	
	 focus	on	the	sport	of	waka	ama,	(ancient	and	modern),	through	a	family		 	
	 environment	ensuring	traditions	and	protocols	are	upheld	at	all	times.	With	the		
	 understanding	that	children	are	our	future	leaders	and	the	key	to	our	successes			
 within the Club as a whole, moulding them into future leaders and helping them  
	 strive	to	excellence	in	their	chosen	careers	and	beyond.	

This Mission Statement is the centre of our Constitution and is upheld at all times.

The Club spends a lot of time working with young people from the age of 8 to 19 
years. We take on anyone who wants to learn to paddle a waka ama, wants to 
become part of a team and share their life with us.  

As a Club we deal with major behavioural problems, which by the way, diminish 
quickly, as the weeks go by, support youth that have suicide issues, youth who 
take drugs and drink alcohol. We are not experts. We are a Club that is inclusive, 
accepts each individual as they come to us and work alongside them in a quiet, 
supportive, positive way to improve mental and physical well-being.

Funding is via applications to anyone who is asking for applications. The Executive 
Committee completed 36 sets of application forms. We were successful in 5, 
enabling us to purchase a W6 and a W1, a van to transport our paddlers to the 
lake, (no transport for our schools was a barrier), purchase a computer, iPad, 
printer, (as the club didn’t have any technical support), and a safety boat which we 
needed for regattas and training. As a Club we are so grateful for the funding.

Thanks to Trustpower for the $1500 prize money - we could finally purchase brand 

new life-jackets to keep our paddlers safe, and King Country Energy for $1000 
to purchase 12 life-jackets that are based in Taumarunui for use in Pukawa Bay/
Turangi area.

We are a passionate group of volunteers making waves in our extended community. 

When the season is in action, (8 months of it full on coaching, mentoring and 
awhi with children, youth and adults, the other 4 months applying for funding 
and keeping in touch with schools), we are all full on with our youth based 
programmes targeting youth at risk from throughout our area. 
No matter what the youths background, past or circumstance, we provide a 
whanau oriented sport that is well supported by its members who are also our 
clubs many volunteers. Our amazing volunteers are offering our youth a new 
way to look and think at the world and moulding them into future leaders in our 
communities. Volunteers are the backbone of our Club. Although two volunteers 
are the key stakeholders we second each regatta up to 10 parents or senior 
students to help in setting up, running and playing key roles in the Club.

These programmes provide our youth with an opportunity to excel to the highest 
level and be part of something bigger than themselves. A sense of identity and 
culture awareness are key cornerstones of the club and teaches/mentors our youth 
to stand strong and be aware of their surroundings and be proud of who they are.

Aroha is shared through coaching sessions with teenagers that are struggling at school 
or are outside mainstream schooling and attending alternative education school. 

Teams come together between 4pm and 8pm to share in the beauty of the 
water environment with water safety, teamwork, culture, traditions and paddling 
excellence as key drivers. Our volunteers travel out to different bays to the far 
reaches of the area. 

There are many regattas held by the volunteers to ensure the youth get the 
experience of racing, without the cost. 

The club lends its gear and assists other clubs to get started throughout the 
country and has helped start up seven clubs in its seven year history. Our paddlers 
have become leaders in their schools. Youth that were having problems at school 
have turned a 360 in many cases. 

We, as a club, are influencing, in a positive way, young lives in the our communities 
by instilling a sense of self, pride, resilience and forward thinking. 

We are extremely proud of our youth and their achievements and also of the fact 
that as a club we play an important role in the future generation of New Zealand - 
and maybe the world! 

2017 - new challenges, new young people, success on and off the water and 
maybe International.

See full coverage of the:
NGA HAU E WHA WHANAU HOE INC 
(Four Winds Family Paddlers) presentation on:

Episode 30 of PiP TV
You can access PiP TV from theprattler.org.nz
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The senior classroom and 10 parents enjoyed school camp at 
the Kauaeranga Valley Christian Camp, Thames.  The seniors 
were included in classic Coromandel fun.  We visited the local 
Stamper Battery, D.O.C Headquarters to learn about the 
fascinating world of geckos. We visited the Water Gardens in 
Coromandel and also went to the Fosters farm to learn about 
the great Kauri Milling.  On the last day at camp we had a 
number of great outdoor activities. 

     
 
 
 
   

    
 

 
 
 

Also  
 
 
 

 
  
 
 

Pukeatua School 
 

The School Triathlon was a great day for all children 
and adults.  Everyone was puffing by the end of the day, 
even the adults from all the cheering.  There were team 
races and even the adults raced against the kids. By the 
end of the day the children were exhausted.  

. 

Eastern Zone Swimming Sports turned out to be a 
great success, and the sausages were sizzling on the 
BBQ and races were won!  Pukeatua took the lead in 
most races and relays!!!  Meanwhile the parents were 
shouting “Give it heaps…take ‘em’ down honey…make 
Daddy proud!!!  

“Encouraging Learning in a Safe and Caring 
Environment!” 

 
Hi From Pukeatua School.  Thanks to the “Prattler” 
being delivered in our district we have a chance to 
show and tell people about our great little school! 
  It has been a busy time out at Pukeatua School so 
far this year.  Whilst we have enjoyed the summer 
months there has been plenty of action and activity 
outdoors!  The highlight of the year for the senior 
children was the school camp to Thames.  We were 
very lucky with the weather.  The previous week 
there were floods in Thames and two weeks later 
the floods arrived again!  
All children competed in the “Eastern Zone” 
swimming sports and all completed the school 
triathlon which coincided with a bike safety visit 
from the Police. 
The children have worked hard in the classroom as 
well and have all worked to improved their levels in 
all subjects! 
We look forward to the rest of the year! 
 
Edited by Olivia and Taya 

The Great Jelly Fight!  At school camp in 
Thames the parents organised a “controlled 
Jelly fight!” The parents had more fun than 
the children and appreciated the clean up in 
the river afterwards! 
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PUTARURU LIONS SUPPORT RED CROSS
With the cold weather creeping in we are starting to get ready for the 
cold frosty days ahead. Lions will be raffling two tandem trailer loads 
of dry fire wood over the next 6 weeks, with the proceeds going into 
our Lions fund account. 

Putaruru Lions Club have over the last year helped many organisations in our 
community and we appreciate the support from Putaruru residents to enable us to 
continue with our donations. 

Lions and the Croquet Club members joined together last month with a fire wood raffle. 
The proceeds went to help the Croquet Club so they could carry out urgent repairs.

Anzac Day was well attended this April, and several members joined the march to 
the Plaza where a wreath was laid on behalf of the Lions Club.

On April 6th Marjorie Roberts from the Red Cross was asked to attend our meeting 
where she was presented 
with a cheque by Lions 
President, Alan Hurcomb.

“The Putaruru Lions Club 
works hard to raise funds 
which it can utilise in 
supporting local organisations 
to better our community 
and we also help with 
various projects within our 
community for the betterment 
of the town,” says Alan.

“One local organisation that 
approached us recently for 
funds is the local Red Cross. 
The members of Red Cross 
have for years taken people 
who are unable to travel for 
appointments out of town, 
mainly medical in nature. 
These helpers have used 
their own cars and supplied a 
valuable service, often at the 
individual members cost.”

“The Red Cross has fund-raised 
and saved to enable them to 
purchase a van which will be 
dedicated to supply this transfer service. The purchase cost has left them a little short of 
funds to furnish the van, it's crew and running costs.”

“The Putaruru Lions Club is delighted to help by donating $10,000 to help with the 
van and service. Congratulations Red Cross for your dedication and commitment 
for those in town that rely on you,” Alan added.

Marjorie Roberts, Chairperson of the Putaruru Red Cross commented, “we were 
so pleased to receive your very generous cheque for $10,000 this month. This is 
one of the exciting things about living in and with a community that supports the 
people that live within it. After so many years of saving towards the buying and 
running of a Health Shuttle, your donation has now enabled the Red Cross to make 
a dream become real. The vehicle has been ordered and is due to arrive very soon. 
Thank you to the many donations by the Putaruru - Tirau people and a special 
thank you to the Putaruru Lions Club."
Putaruru Lions is a club that serves our community. If you would like to become 
a member of a team that enjoys community involvement, with social evenings 
and working together for our town, we would welcome you to join us. For further 
information contact Sue Harper 027 291 9667 or phone Margaret Sterling  07 883 8988.
Take care on the roads and keep warm this winter.

Alan Hurcomb presents the Lions cheque to Marjorie 
Roberts, with Regina Mander (centre).

BUSY, AND REWARDING, FEW WEEKS FOR PUTARURU CROQUET PLAYERS 
Our two Golf Croquet champions travelled to Te Awamutu, on 2nd March, to 
compete against the other Waikato club winners to find the Waikato Champion of 
Champions. Ron Roberts came 2nd in the Intermediate Grade, but Deane Nairn 
in the Primary Grade was unplaced. The following week Ron again travelled to 
Te Awamutu, this time to find  the association croquet Waikato Champion of 
Champions, but again had to settle for 2nd place in the Intermediate Grade.

Putaruru held a Golf Croquet Doubles Tournament on Sunday 12th March. Players 
from other Waikato, Bay of Plenty and Thames Valley clubs participated to give 
us a full field for the day. Winners were: Section 1: Ron Roberts and Dorothy 
Blackman (Putaruru) 1st, Vanessa  Hanna - Pam Ball (Ham-East) 2nd, Alan Bruce 
- Callan McGrath (Matamata) 3rd. Section 2 winners were: Margie Lynch - Shirley 
Campbell (Ham-East) 1st, Deane Nairn - Anne Wood (Putaruru) 2nd, Elaine 
Mitchell - Margaret Wiffen (Put-Mat) 3rd. 
A few weeks later, on Sunday April 2nd we held a Drawn Doubles AC Tournament 
with another full field of participants and another successful days play. First 
Division winners were: Allan Thornton (Te Awamutu) 1st, Jackie Taylor (Mt 
Maunganui) 2nd, Ron Roberts (Putaruru) 3rd. Second Division winners were: Joy 
Morgan (Te Awamutu) 1st, Lynne Corbett (Rotorua) 2nd, Jeanette Coppage (Mt 
Maunganui) 3rd. 
Putaruru also had a very good run in the Golf Croquet Midlands Competition. 
This competition has clubs from the Waikato, Bay of Plenty and Thames Valley 
Associations competing against each other for the overall bragging rights as the 
champion club of the 3 associations. Putaruru, in our very first attempt at this 
competition, reached the semi-finals when we beat last years champions, on their 
home ground by 7 matches to their 3. However we couldn’t repeat that result in 
the semi-finals going down in a very hard fought match to Claudelands Emeralds 
by 4 wins to their 6 wins. 
On Sunday 4th of May we will be holding a Golf Croquet Singles Levels 
Tournament. This is for top players in the 0-6 handicap range. Entries are already 
coming in so we are hoping for another full field.  
Want to know more about one of the fastest growing sports in the country? Drop 
in to our grounds, at 82 Arapuni Street, on the 4th May, or on any Monday or 
Thursday morning and have a look. 

Alternatively ring  Ron Roberts, (07) 883 3203 or Elaine Mitchell on (07) 883 7134 
for more information. 

Recognising local business:
After getting feedback from 
locals about the quality 
service, coffee and bakery 
food at the BakeHouse in 
Princes Street we decided 
it was time for a visit. 
The greeting and the smile 
behind the counter for 
every customer was very 
genuine and all service was 
as locals had said it was. 
The coffee was good too 
and this little business 
seems very popular.

SERVICE 
PLUS

We	are	providing	readers	
with	an	opportunity	to	
acknowledge	service	
from local businesses 
that	was	over	and	above	
expectations.	These	should	
be genuine, unsolicited 
comments.	Simply	describe	
in	an	interesting	way	just	
what	made	the	service	you	
received	much	more	than	
you	anticipated.
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IT’S WHAT I DO: MARGIE HERMANS - HEALTH AND SAFETY
Many of you will know me after 27 years in Putaruru, or more likely through your 
contact with Richard, one of the long standing Vets in town. 

My current work at Waratah NZ Ltd Tokoroa where forestry harvester heads are 
made, involves the field of Health and Safety, which is essentially about people, 
communication and shared responsibility. Everybody has a part to play in the 
safety of all people on a business site. 

The new Health and Safety at Work Act 2015 which has brought New Zealand into 
closer alignment with international requirements, introduces a number of new 
terms and raises accountability - particularly for Boards and Directors of a business. 

This has had positive spin offs for people as now owners need to understand the 
risks they put their staff/contractors under and ensure sufficient controls are in 
place to protect people. All leaders would presumably like to ensure their staff go 
home to their families every night safely, and in a healthy state. The current focus 
of Worksafe NZ is on Occupational Health which has been seriously overlooked in 
terms of people not understanding the impact of products on individuals’ health. 
For example a paint that contains carcinogens/isocyanates at levels that require 
much more protection than a paper mask!

My approach is to encourage all staff to be involved 
and engaged in health and safety by reporting 
and identifying any risks or hazards, incidents 
or concerns they have, and being included in 
the process to make improvements or solutions 
to those challenges. Clear communication and 
education/understanding is key.

The Swiss Cheese Model of accident causation, (James Reason), illustrates that, 
although many layers of defence lie between hazards and accidents, there are 

flaws in each layer that, 
if aligned, can allow an 
accident to occur.

According to this 
metaphor, in a complex 
system, hazards are 
prevented from causing 
human losses by a 
series of barriers. Each 
barrier has unintended 
weaknesses, or holes 
- hence the similarity 
with Swiss cheese. 
These weaknesses are 

inconstant, the holes open and close at random. When by chance all holes are 
aligned, the hazard reaches the worker and causes harm.

Two approaches to the problem of human fallibility exist: the person and the 
system approaches.
 • the person approach focuses on the errors of individuals, blaming them for   
  forgetfulness, inattention, or moral weakness
 • the system	approach concentrates on the conditions under which individuals   
  work and tries to build defences to avert errors or mitigate their effects

People at the sharp end are often inheritors rather than instigators of an accident 
sequence.

The likelihood of unsafe acts in a workplace and outcomes are affected by 
management decisions about things such as training, allocation of resources, 
cost cutting, reduced manning levels and maintenance regimes, which in turn can 
raise error likelihood in the workplace by creating error-enforcing and violating 
promoting conditions at the sharp end!

Margie works toward creating an environment emitting care, safety, 
encouragement and support, transparent reporting of any incidents or concerns 
with no fear of blame - engaged and fulfilled satisfied workers. 

By working together towards common goals and focusing on keeping all staff on a 
site protected, a safe return home at night is ensured.  

NEW OWLETS EARLY LEARNING CENTRE OPENS
Just opened is the new Owlets	Early	Learning	Centre in Neal Street, Putaruru. We 
took our camera along to catch some of the atmosphere shortly after the opening 
of the new centre.
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LEAST WE FORGET - IMAGES FROM THE DAWN PARADE, 2017, PUTARURU HAVE YOU SUBSCRIBED TO OUR NEW ON-LINE PRATTLER YET?
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCES

1 A duck has appeared.

2 Light bollard removed .

3 A person has appeared.

4 A rock is now a bush.

5 FOOD is now FOO. 

6 Window now has 3 panes.

 All these original 
puzzles are the 
copyright of

 Pride in Putaruru.

WHAT’S DOWN
 • The lack of customer service and courtesy provided by the 
  on-line ticket booking system The Plaza had no choice in having 
  to use recently. 

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW PUTARURU?
Where in Putaruru would you find this location?

The March location was taken looking beneath the railway over bridge in Princes Street, 
Putaruru. 8 readers spotted this and reported to us - thank you.

To make a suggestion about a mystery object simply email, The Prattler at this address: 
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com

WHAT’S UP
 •  Quality entertainment being offered by The Plaza with Dave 
  Dobbyn as their latest offering (see page 15).

 • Readers SUBSCRIBING to the new on-line Prattler - to be a part
  of this go to: theprattler.org.nz and fill in the SUBSCRIBE section.

  • A opportunity to photograph our area over a day - see page 12.

Answers to the Puzzles from pages 30 and 31 of The Prattler

PUTARURU & DISTRICT SERVICES CLUB
May
 Sunday 21st Putaruru Street Markets, Princes Street 9am - 12noon.
 Thursday 25th  Quiz night $10 per team register by 7:15pm.

June
 Sunday 18h  Putaruru Street Markets, Princes Street 9am - 12noon.
 Thursday 22nd Quiz night $10 per team register by 7:15pm.

The Eagles tribute show will now be on 12th August. Tickets are available now.

2
3

4

5

6

MAY & JUNE THOUGHTS
 Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May. [William Shakespeare]

 He was but as the cuckoo is in June, heard, not regarded. [William Shakespeare]

 Men are April when they woo, 
 December when they wed. 
 Maids are May when they are maids, 
 but the sky changes when they are wives. [William Shakespeare]

Both Sides Now  
 Moons and Junes and Ferris wheels
 The dizzy dancing way you feel
 As every fairy tale comes real...  [Joni Mitchell]

1

The	Third	of	May	1808	
was completed in 1814 
by the Spanish painter 
Francisco Goya. He 
sought to commemorate 
Spanish resistance to 
Napoleon's armies 
during the occupation of 
1808. According to the 
art historian Kenneth 
Clark, it is “the first great 
picture which can be 
called revolutionary in 
every sense of the word, 
in style, in subject, and in 
intention.”
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WARD REPRESENTATIVES SWDC: COUNCILLOR COLUMN
Putaruru Ward Gray Baldwin
One of the aspects I like about the Putaruru 
community is the close relationship between town 
and country. In the 65 years our family has been 
farming here, we have had great service from the 
towns folks - we still do. 

We bought a clothes dryer last month from Van 
Dyk’s - it’s been going like a rocket in the wet 
weather. Mark from Laser Electrical sold us some 
flash technology for the cowshed which sends a 
text if the milk in the vat isn’t cold enough. Graham 
Brown do my GST return so I don’t get bored with 

numbers and Mr Wong and the team at Happy Takeaways do a mean chicken fried 
rice. Jan the vicar at St Paul’s Church does a sympathetic sermon on Sunday if you’ve 
had a tough week and she can do a feisty one if you’ve crossed the line..! 

So as farmers, Marilyn and I appreciate what we receive from the good folks in town 
and hope that along with the rest of the farming community, the money we spend 
in town keeps things ticking over.

Recently I’ve noticed a few pressures building in the rural-urban divide. There’s 
been a few TV programmes harshly critical of dairy farmers in particular. Animal 
rights activists seem to get publicity over allegations that us farmers are mistreating 
our bobby calves. 

Don’t get me wrong, there probably are a few rat-bags out there that need to 
take a cold hard look at themselves. But the vast majority of farmers I know 
are responsible and law abiding citizens, caring for the animals, the soil and the 
pastures. Many are investing to improve their animal housing or upgrade their 
effluent facilities so dirty water doesn’t flow into the river.

We need to be a bit careful that the finger pointing and criticism doesn’t get 
too out of hand. Many of the problems come from our big cities where people 
wouldn’t have a clue where their meat or milk comes from. 

So next time you’re having dinner with the cuzzies from Auckland, and the 
conversation turns to “those darned farmers,” put in a good word and tell the 
other side of the story. In a town like Putaruru, we all need each other.

Putaruru Ward Adrienne Bell

COPY 
DEADLINES 

FOR THE 
NEXT PRATTLER

FRIDAY 
JUNE 23rd

for the
JULY 5th EDITION

Greetings everybody and it’s hard to believe that 
already a third of the year has passed! A lot has 
been going on in council during that time and 
we have had numerous workshops during which, 
amongst other things, we have developed our Draft 
Annual Plan and reviewed our By Laws. 

I have also currently prepared for our 2017 
Anzac Day Remembrance ceremony and for our 
Community Grants allocations meeting.

Public submissions on our Annual Plan are coming 
up and the most frequent issue brought up is the 

appearance of our towns. In recognition of this fact, Council has approved increases 
in the budgets for the cleaning and maintenance of our main business areas. 

Of course, we must be mindful of costs to ratepayers and the budget isn’t big 
enough for the hourly, or even daily, cleaning of our CBD footpaths. As always, we 
rely on businesses to keep their own “front door” clean and attractive if they want 
to attract customers to their shop and to their town.

Meanwhile I have attended meetings of community groups, I’ve visited our 
hospitality venues and I have eaten at some our many great food outlets - the 
newest being the Kebab shop in Princes Street. 

I am delighted to have met, at most outings, people who are new to town and are 
getting out to meet the locals.

A healthy and well supported hospitality industry is recognised as the most 
important aspect in attracting newcomers to a town and in promoting growth, job 
opportunities and a sense of community. 

Remember to support local businesses and venues - and a big welcome to all our 
new residents. 

Tirau Ward Peter Schulte
Another couple of months have passed since the last 
Prattler. Now to the nitty gritty.

ANZAC Day was well attended throughout our 
District and I would like to say special thanks to RSA 
President Clive Collingwood for the service here in 
Tirau. Well Done!

There are a few Business who changed hands or have 
moved. New Owners are at  Heidi’s on top of the Hill 

and the Cabbage Tree Café. The Merino Story has moved in to the Sheep. 

We also have a new Corrugated Iron Toilet on top the Hill here in Tirau. It’s called 
the “Tirau Outhouse” and very unique so please have a look. 

Our Council with Kiwi Rail have started to build the Railway Crossing for our safety 
which will eventually link up with the yet to be built Oraka Stream Bridge and on to the 
Tirau Domain. We will then have a safe walkway away from any main road for us all to 
enjoy. That’s it from me for another edition of the Prattler so keep safe out there. 
Below: The Outhouse, Cabbage Tree Cafe, The Merino Story and Heidi’s - all in Tirau.
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MOVIE SCHEDULE
Movies are held on the last Sunday every month 
at 2:00pm.

Sunday, 28th May  2pm The Daughter
Set in the last days of a dying logging town, 
Christian (Schneider) returns to his family 
home for his father Henry's (Rush) wedding. 
Reconnecting with his childhood friend Oliver 
(Leslie) and Oliver's family, wife Charlotte (Otto) 
and daughter Hedvig (Young), he unearths a long 
buried secret. 

As he tries to right the wrongs of the past, his 
actions threaten to shatter the lives of those he 
left behind years before.

EVENT SCHEDULE

Saturday, 6th May  7:30pm  Modern Maori Quartet 
Allocated Seating. Tickets $45 from The Plaza and Eventfinda.

The suave crooners from the award-winning 
Modern Maori Quartet (MMQ) invite you to 
enjoy a fresh take on the classic Maori show 
bands of yesteryear. Their signature cabaret 
style show, An	Evening	with	the	Modern	Maori	
Quartet, promises a trip down memory lane 
as this multi-talented foursome bring a fresh 
twist to Kiwi golden oldies and a unique spin on 
recent international hits. 

With sublime harmonies and universal humour, 
Toi Whakaari: NZ Drama School graduates 
James Tito, Maaka Pohatu, Matariki Whatarau 
and Francis Kora mix old school charm with 
modern quirk, spiced with Maori culture for an 
unforgettable evening of waiata, stories and fun. 
So suit 'em up in their number ones, shine their 
shoes, hand them a guitar or two and they’ll have 
you melting like golden syrup on a piece of fresh 
hot fried bread with their signature brand of 
hearty Maori entertainment.

Wednesday, 31st May  Gloria’s Handbag (Arts on Tour NZ Play) 
$20 Adults, $15 Seniors/Students available from The Plaza, iSITE Tokoroa, Diamond 
Jewellers Matamata and Eventfinda.

A modern magical mystery play with music from 
The Magic Flute.

“It’s imperative to have a good handbag when 
you are on the way out.”

It is 2021 in Nelson and Gloria, aged 97, hasn’t long 
to live. Her son Craig is pushing her to move to a 
‘retireville’ but she wants to die in her own home.

On a whim, Gloria buys an extraordinary 
designer handbag. This purchase sets off a 
series of unusual events which transform 
Gloria’s remaining days and enable her to send a 
message to the future.

Written by Helen Moulder and Sue Rider 
(Meeting	Karpovsky, Playing	Miss	Havisham); 
handbag design by Gillie Coxill; First production - 
Circa Theatre, Wellington (March 2014).

 “Highly	enjoyable	entertainment.”	 [Dominion Post]
 “There	are	so	many	goodies	in	Gloria’s	Handbag,	it's	well	worth	rummaging		 	
	 through.”  [Theatreview]
 “Helen	Moulder	as	Gloria	is	a	marvel...	six	characters,	expert	storytelling,	opera		
	 singing	and	magic	tricks,	all	performed	by	a	cast	of	one.“	 [Keeping up with NZ]

Events and Movies will all be listed on The Plaza’s website, www.plaza.org.nz, 
our Facebook page; theplaza@plaza.org.nz  and the Pride in Putaruru website; 
prideinputaruru.com or 07 883 8596  027 655 9715 by phone.

Slides, Photos, 
Audio Tapes, 
8mm Movies, 
VHS Tapes and 
Photo Negatives 
to modern digital 
format - also quality 
photo restoration.

Digital Transfers, Phone Mike 07 883 3377
3 Junction Street - Putaruru

We have happy 
clients from all 
over NZ.

Digital Transfer

THREE GENERATIONS DELIGHT IN THE GENERATOR
It would seem that The Generator’s new ‘Uno’ 5km run/walk event appeals to a 
range of age groups and fitness levels. It also seems that this small town with big 
dreams attracts competitors from a range of countries not too dissimilar to that of 
the United Nations… with diplomacy skills to deal with many generations to match!

This year saw three generations of the Edmeades family not only complete the 
5km run/walk, but absolutely love it!

After what seems like a three decade hiatus from their beloved hometown, 
Putaruru, three Edmeades sisters came together from all points of the globe to 
enjoy the views, camaraderie and challenge of participating in The Generator. The 
idea to put the Edmeades clan through their paces was sparked by Stu Edmeades, 
Chairman of the Waikato River Trails Trust and a man with more passion for this 
community than water flowing down that river.

Sisters Darralyne, Megan and Lynley, along with their four children joined their 
mother (and Generator veteran), Carol Edmeades, in the quest to nail this event. 
And what a wonderful event it was! With a combined age of 222 years across three 
generations, the Edmeades family joined around 40 other competitors for this 
event on this picturesque track which took them along the banks of the Waikato 
River, up and around the dam and back over the swing bridge to the finish.

And what a thrilling finish! The first generation over the line was of course the 
third generation, 9 year old Mackenzie Kirk, closely followed by cousin Madeleine 
Stevenson, leaving their aunty Lynley in their wake. 
But it wasn’t about finish times, place getters or personal bests for the Edmeades 
family. This event had a much deeper meaning. It was an event that reminds us of 
a wonderful childhood growing up in this amazing community, a vehicle to reflect 
on this and each other, and to make new and lasting memories. 
This has sparked a new generation of family reunions, for the young, not so young, 
and anyone in between to enjoy.

Sisters Darralyne, Megan and Lynley, along with their four children joined their mother, Carol Edmeades.

Meet the NZ Field Days RURAL BACHELORS

Putaruru Plaza - June 15 - 6:30 (See PAGE 2)
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PRATTLER/SCHOOLS TERM 2 CURRICULUM ACTIVITY: 
A DAY IN THE LIFE OF PUTARURU AND SURROUNDS
At an earlier open meeting this year and with Principals last year, 
the concept of a Prattler/Schools series of curriculum related opportunities was 
discussed. The idea is that there is 1 such activity each term. This allows for 
schools to build these wider community sharing activities into their curriculum 
delivery. The first of these, for Term 2, 2017 is outlined below.

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF PUTARURU AND SURROUNDS
Curriculum Focus: Presenting and Viewing 

Designated Day: Wednesday June 14th (Week 7 of Term 2)
Overview
Primary Schools (including home schoolers)
The time-frame for what makes a day can be designated from say 8:30am (arriving 
at school), until about 4:00pm (to include after school activities in the grounds).

If as a class/school you arrange to go out and about in the community as a part of 
this ‘unit/investigation,’ that’s fine - just use your normal school procedures for this.

Secondary Schools (including home schoolers)
The time frame can be set as a whole school level such as 6:00am until 12 
midnight. This means that students have a longer independent time frame to 
capture life. It could be a photo of a sunrise over the paddocks, granny sitting on 
the porch, a milk tanker fetching milk, kids walking to school...

Adults/Families
The time frame can be the whole day, from midnight to midnight.

Conditions
 • work should be original and created under usual classroom teacher motivation 
 • family and home-schooling entries should be created under the same   
  conditions as classroom work
 • all photographs should be the original work of the student and not re-  
  processed in any way
 • photographs remain the property of PiP and may be used for local display   
  purposes, including a free eBook format

Photos
 • these should be in digital format
 • each photo file should be clearly identified by a file name such as:

   Man Ray  St Marys  11 years.jpg
   Dorothea Lang  Adult.tiff
   Robert Capa  home schooled 6 years.png
   Cindy Sherman  Putaruru College 15 years.jpeg

Entries should
 • use the supplied entry form - completion of this form declares that the above  
  conditions have been met 
 • school name or contact address 
 • name and age of the photographer

Sending Photo Files to Pride in Putaruru - use any of the options below. Which 
ever option you choose, the closing time is by 6:00pm Thursday June 15th 
 
 • deliver to the PiP office, #2 Overdale Street. There is a drop of box if the   
  Office is closed. Use a named USB device to store the files.
 • if you have a small number of files, (totalling less than 20MB), use this email:
  prattler@theprattler.org.nz
 • if you have a large number of files use this free service - (keep within the   
  conditions of use): https://wetransfer.com
 • use a USB device and personally deliver to 3 Junction Street, Putaruru.

Additional Possibilities
In conjunction with this activity, a separate Title Page/Cover opportunity arises 
for any publication that may follow. Details of this will be announced closer to the 
closing date of this photography project.

Schools are 
encouraged 
to celebrate 

student work by holding an exhibition of their own over and above any PiP 
arranged exhibition - you would set your own conditions for this.

Putaruru College is prepared to send a small team of senior photography 
students round to the different schools in the district to give them a basic lesson 
on taking good photographs such as lighting, focus, framing, and the like.

Notes
 • this activity will proceed wet or fine on the allocated day 
 • the date Wednesday June 14th (Week 7 term 2) has been set to allow for the  
  normal classroom preparation and skill development that would take place
 • this is not a contest, but schools may choose to make it so within their own   
  community if they wish

When all images have been received a suitable exhibition will be staged to display 
as many entries as possible.

The Prattler will use some of the images in its July Edition and a free ebook will 
also be produced.

We look forward to schools, home-schoolers and families supporting this Prattler/
Schools initiative.

Entry Form (Classes/Schools may supply the same details in a clear list format on a 
page/s) that uses a common word processing format - not Publisher though.)

This entry form is also available at prideinputaruru.com

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF PUTARURU AND SURROUNDS

Christian Name:    
Surname:
Age:
Contact address and phone number or name of school attended:

File name of photo:

This photo has had no additional processing and was taken in the 
South Waikato on June 14th 2017 by the person named above. 
Consent for PiP to exhibit/publish this photo is given.

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF PUTARURU AND SURROUNDS

Christian Name:    
Surname:
Age:
Contact address and phone number or name of school attended:

File name of photo:

This photo has had no additional processing and was taken in the 
South Waikato on June 14th 2017 by the person named above. 
Consent for PiP to exhibit/publish this photo is given.

Meet the NZ Field Days 
RURAL BACHELORS

Putaruru Plaza
June 15 - 6:30 (See PAGE 2)

NEW EDUCATION FEATURE FOR EVERYONE
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THE ORAKA STREAM RISES BUT HOLDS...
The Oraka Stream came in for close inspection a few weeks ago as the 
water level rose rapidly following persistent rainfall. This picture was taken 
at 11:15am Friday morning April 14.

On Saturday 7:00am the water level had fallen but the flow was still swift.

The outcome was not as bad as this scene from March 2016.
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Licensed under the REAA 2008 

LIZ JONES-PARRY 
Ph: 021 663 926 
E: liz@powerhouserealty.co.nz 
W: powerhouserealty.co.nz 
 
 

POWERHOUSE REALTY 

Committed to achieving exceptional results for you. 
 

I have proven sales in your area, but I am now 
with a new exciting company. 

Call me for a free appraisal. 

Listing on TradeMe – FREE 

Listing on Realestate.co.nz – FREE 

Professional photography - FREE 

NO Administration Fee 
“Your local professional delivering value and service”. Market your most valuable asset with the best, 

Liz Jones-Parry, Powerhouse Realty. 

PUTARURU TOY LIBRARY
The Putaruru Toy Library is turning 25 and we would love our awesome community 
to help us celebrate. On Saturday 20th May at 7:30pm we are holding a dinner at 
the Putaruru Hotel. We would love all past committee, librarians, members or any 
supporters to join us. Tickets can be purchased for $30, for more details or to RSVP 
please email toylibraryputaruru@gmail.com or phone Tracey on 022 128 0292. 

Then for the kids on Sunday 21st May we are holding a family open day at the 
library. This is a great opportunity for new members to come and see what we have 
to offer and for our current members to come in and let the kids play. We will have 
a sausage sizzle, balloons, bouncy castle and free toy hire if you sign up on the day. 

We are open Tuesdays 9am - 11am and Friday 12pm - 2pm, Princes Street, 
(opposite Bunnings). Keep in touch with what is happening by following our 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/PutaruruToylibrary/

TRANSFORM AOTEAROA
We are enjoying meeting many new faces this year, some new to Putaruru and 
some who have been a part of our community for a while. Many have joined our 
programmes this year and we are so proud of each one as they take their personal 
steps of growth. Our men’s, women’s and driver licencing programmes continue to 
be very popular and we congratulate all of those who have gained a drivers licence 
this year. March and April have been record months for us, with higher numbers 
than ever before sitting their drivers licence, and all successfully passing! 

As our men’s and women’s programmes continue to be very popular, we are now 
working on a stage two programme for those who would like to continue their 
learning and personal journey of growth at a deeper level. We hope to have this 
ready to launch later this year.

Rangatahi Youth Creative Arts Summits are now a regular fixture on the calendar, 
running every month at Transform Aotearoa. The last two summits have included 
hip hop, music and creative art sessions, with some fantastic artwork created and 
on the wall at our centre. 

The May summit will be held on May 20th and all young people, (7 years plus), are 
welcome to join us. Lunch is provided and the day is free!

For your daily news try us at:
theprattler.org.nz and get updates emailed 
directly to you when you SUBSCRIBE!

Rangatahi Youth Creative Arts Summits are now a regular fixture on the calendar.
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HARMONY HOUSE: DAVE WAS OURS TONIGHT
Captains Log: April 15 – 2017 DD time.

Finally after exhaustive carbon dating we can confirm that a substance known as Dobbyn has 
indeed magical magnetic qualities. The Dude was a smash - bliss that was more than true.

For the record, loyal fans filled The Plaza Theatre, Putaruru which for the night 
became Harmony House as Dave and his gifted band swept the crowd along with 
an inspired collection of songs, sometimes old, sometimes new.

Billed as A	Slice	of	Heaven, it was more than evident that this was no mere slice – 
more a mains of New Zealand specialities crafted and served by a master.
The first set saw Dave on keyboard and occasionally guitar, serving up newer 
material with sides of anecdote.

Set two featured Dave on guitar and the musical ensemble had us totally engaged 
as standards became adventures into progressive sound exploration. Hopefully this 
carbon record will be preserved for future generations. Of note too, was the crisp 
full sound reproduced by the crew as well as the four panel digital images that 

were the hypnotic background to many of the pieces.

Although this was heaven, there was also sadness reflected on the night with the recent 
passing of two icons that were a part of Dave’s world, John Clarke and Murray Ball.

Appreciation must also be expressed to The Plaza committee for bringing A Slice of 
Heaven	to Putaruru. We know to Just	Add	Water, but was it the Blue Spring that 
had us all sailing away full steam ahead? Log ends…
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•	 Farms/Lifestyle	Blocks
•	 Pump	&	Motor	Controls
•	 Effluent	Systems
•	 Generator	Sales

•	 Residential	Wiring	&	Repairs
•	 Commercial	
•	 Industrial	

For	all	your	electrical	requirements	call	in	and	see
Wayne,	Jan	and	the	team	at	Putaruru	Electrical

HAMMER 
HARDWARE
This Princes Street 
business has a change 
of owner - see page 20.

RECENT CHANGES AROUND TOWN

PHIL’S 
MOTORCYCLE
CENTRE
A full paint and make - 
over has been carried
out on the business, 9 
Tirau Street, Putaruru.

BP SERVICE 
STATION
There is a new owner 
of this Tirau Street 
business.

BAKERY & ROAST
A change of owner and 
approach by this new 
Princes Street owner.

LE PINE & CO
A full paint make-over 
is being carried
out on the Le Pine & 
Co new location in 
Princes Street.

OWLETS FOREST
A brand new building 
has been specially 
designed for this Neal 
Street Learning Centre.

See also pages 7 and 29.

KRAZED BARBER
& TATTOO SHOP
Caleb, Vanessa and Ray 
are seen outside this 
newly appointed shop 
at 15 Arapuni Street. 

Phone them on 
027 481 5617.

McDONER’S
McDoner’s is now open 
at 25 Princes Street, 
Putaruru. The fit-out 
is now complete, 
the signs are up and 
food is being served. 
See the April blog for 
more details: http://
theprattler.org.nz

CHECK OUT THESE NEW PIP TV EPISODES

Episode 30
NGA HAU E WHA 
WHANAU HOE INC 
(Four Winds Family Paddlers).

Episode 31
Lorraine Moller Reserve.
Respect?

You can access all the
PiP TV Episodes from here by 
clicking the TV icon.
http://theprattler.org.nz
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24 Hour & 7 Day Service
Servicing the South Waikato & Extended Areas

► All Maintenance
► Repairs & Renovations
► Blockages
► Gasfitting
► Drainage
► Hot Water Units
► Gas Fire Services
► Septic Tanks
► Heating - Gas Fires & Woodburners
► Leaking Pipes
► New Housing
► Water Treatment Systems
► Natural & LPG Gas Installations

SUCK IT UP
Three specialist waste disposal taker trucks have been operating recently bringing excess 
waste from the Tirau water treatment station to the facilities in Putaruru.

Brendan McGovern and the other operators have been going backwards and 
forwards between Tirau and Putaruru to carry out this now completed operation.

Brendan is seen above, keeping an eye on progress at Putaruru.

SOUTH WAIKATO LOVE LIONS RUGBY SUPPORTERS
Can you or your club help with any of the following?
• Visit Attractions • Bus Tour • Farm Visits 

• Private Visit • Bowling Club • Golf Club 

• Rugby Club • Service Club • Home Stay 

• Deer Stalking • Pig Hunting • Fishing

• Gala Dinner • Merchandise • Retail Promotions

• Shop Decoration • School Poster Competition

• Irish/Scottish/Welsh/English Nights

Itinerary
 3rd June Provincial Team - Whangarei
 7th June Blues - Eden Park
 10th June Crusaders - Christchurch
 13th June Highlanders - Dunedin
 17th June Maori AB’s - Rotorua
 20th June Chiefs - Hamilton
 24th June AB’s - Auckland
 27th June Hurricanes - Wellington
 1st July AB’s - Wellington
 8th July AB’s - Auckland

Please Contact 
 The NZ Timber Museum - 07 883 7621
 Pete Gardner (Putaruru Arms Motor Inn) - 07 883 8307

RESPECT?
How would you answer the question that this video asks about a Putaruru feature? 

Use the comment area on theprattler.org.nz to read and make 
thoughtful responses. This is PiP TV Episode number 31.

You can access all the PiP TV Episodes from here by clicking
the TV icon. http://theprattler.org.nz
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 PUTARURU MOVING FORWARD

We are near a halfway point in decorating shops and other parts of town. The Tidy 
up Team continues to do a great job and Van Dyks looks very smart.

The council is underway with the library and council building upgrade. There is 
scaffolding all around the building and all will be revealed shortly. New shops are 
opening and Putaruru continues to take steps towards a positive future.

Our meetings are planned for May and thus we will report on the daily electronic edition.

Discussions with council continue to represent a shared vision and discussions with them 
in early May will also be electronically reported and then appear in the next Prattler.

Elsewhere you will see notices on the Rural Bachelors night, June 15 at the Plaza. 8 
Bachelors from the National Field Days at Mystery Creek will join us for the evening 
and compete in a series of activities. Local Young Farmers will also be involved and 
several local “bachelorettes” will be part of the show. This is not a dinner show 
but food will be available for purchase, as will alcohol and other drinks. Watch the 
posters around town and the Prattler for more details.

Meet the NZ Field Days 

RURAL BACHELORS

Putaruru Plaza

June 15 - 6:30 (See PAGE 2)

Putaruru Growth Planning 

 

Why is growth planning 
important?

Growth planning helps 
ensure we consider the 
future of the town and how 
it might look in the future so 
we avoid unplanned 
development, sprawl, poor 
design outcomes etc.
Growth planning involves 
looking at where we could 
provide for new 
subdivisions for houses to 
be built.
Growth planning is 
essential to manage our 
infrastructure like water 
supply and wastewater, in 
relation to a growing 
population.

Your feed back on what this growth 
plan looks like is crucial!
Please join us to help 
plan the way forward for 
our growing town.

@SouthWaikatoDCwww.facebook.com/southwaikatodistrictcouncilwww.southwaikato.govt.nz

open public session
After 20 years of population decline, 
we are now seeing an increase in 
population in our district, including 
Putāruru! But that means we are 
experiencing a shortage of houses and 
land on which to build new houses... 
... SO WHAT TO DO?
The South Waikato District Council and 
Putāruru Moving Forward invite you to an open 
public session on the Proposed Putāruru 
Growth Plan.

Wednesday 10 May
The Plaza
5.30pm to 7.30pm
We will be presenting some initial ideas identifying new 
land for housing and we are looking for feedback from 
our Putāruru community.
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Change of Ownership - Putaruru Hammer Hardware
Paul and Christine Strange advise that we have sold this 
business to Harjnder Singh and his wife Kamaljit. Harjnder and 
Kamaljit took ownership on the 1st of April. They have been 
resident Kiwis for some time now and you will find them to be 
very pleasant and helpful.

We wish to heartily thank our very loyal customers for their 
support for this locally owned business over the last 27 years and 
we can assure you that the shop will continue in very good hands.

You will notice that the new owners have a lot of new ideas and will 
take full advantage of their close association with Mitre 10 Mega. As 
many of you have requested, the store many now open on Sundays. 

Hitachi Heat Pumps
Bathrooms
Garden Goods
Small Appliances
Electrical
Plumbing
Lawnmowers
Power Tools

Kitchens
Paint
Plants
Cooling
Wallpaper
Fires
Heating
Car Care

Putaruru Hammer Hardware - Princes Street - Putaruru
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  CAMEMBERT SNOWFLAKE
In this recipe, a cranberry sauce and bacon bits filling were sandwiched 
between two discs of puff pastry. The centre of the discs was then cut and 
filled with the camembert cheese. A pattern resembling a snowflake was 
afterwards formed around the cheese. After a sprinkle of rosemary leaves 
and a brush of egg wash, the cheese was then baked in the oven for 30 
minutes. The result was a sight to behold - a nicely browned, sweet, flaky 
pastry around a smooth and melted camembert cheese. Yummy!

Sue notes, “Neil and I made this recently and devoured the whole thing in 
one sitting! I can see it will be my go-to winter party food. Of course you’ll be 
using an Over the Moon Camembert and this will work best with one closer 
to its best by - lots more flavour.” 
“As an alternative to the cranberry and bacon bits, we used quince paste just 
on its own and it was delicious. I also cheated and used pre-rolled pastry 
sheets. Did I say that out loud?”

    Method
1. Preheat oven to 350 degree F. Line a baking sheet with parchment paper.
2. Roll out pastry on a lightly floured surface. Place a large mixing bowl on  
 top of the pastry sheet. Cut around the bowl to form a circle, (around  
 9 - 10 inch diameter).
3. Repeat step 2 with the second sheet of pastry.
4. Place one circle pastry on the prepared baking sheet. Spread cranberry  
 sauce over the pastry, leaving the middle centre open or clear. Sprinkle  
 bacon bits over the cranberry sauce and then cover with the second  
 circle pastry.
5. Place the camembert cheese in the centre of the circle pastry and then  
 cut around to form a circle. Discard the cut pastry and lay the cheese in  
 the open centre.
6. Cut the circle pastry in 16 equal segments. You can do this by cutting  
 the circle first into 4 equal segments. Then, cut each segment in half  
 and then in half once more, ending with 16 segments in total.
7. Lift one segment, twist once to the right and place it down. Then lift the  
 segment next to it and twist once to the left and place it down. Keep  
 going around, alternating the direction of the twist. Finally, bring up edges  
 of two segments with opposite twist and press together.
8. Brush pastry with egg wash. Make 3 - 4 slits on top of the cheese and  
 then drizzle cheese with olive oil. Sprinkle rosemary leaves over the  
 cheese and pastry. Bake in the preheated oven for 30-35 minutes.

 Inspired from: twistedfood.co.uk

S i m p ly  L i v i n g

As I See It
This contribution follows our, “if	we	are	doing	to	say	something	
we	don’t	like,	we	also	have	to	say	something	we	do	like	or	agree	
with”	approach. Easter and school holidays meant I had to park in 
side streets, manoeuvre round trucks, wait in shops and generally 
look where I was going on the streets in town. The lack of hustle 
and bustle is one of the reasons I love being here but I could 
certainly see the shop keepers being grateful for the business and 
I know that’s important for Putaruru’s future as a town.

Quotes
The death of John Clark aka Fred Dagg has brought many of his 
programmes back to the screen. Those of us who have memories of his 
warmth and wit from the 1970s recall Farmer Fred, his gumboots and the 
Trevs, (his sons). His move to Australia was met with a variety of responses 
but we loved it when he continued to rib Australians as he had us. 
“If it weren’t for your gumboots” and “we don’t know how lucky we 
are,” still bring back memories that seem like yesterday.
One of his popular comments about his homeland was more recent, in 
2014... “New	Zealand,	is	an	egalitarian	nation	of	well	over	four	million	
rugged	individualists	and	naturally	gifted	sports	people	and	is	run	on	
alternative	days	by	the	government	and	whoever	bought	the	national	
infrastructure.” This gum-booted, kind hearted comedian could get 
away with almost anything and leaves a legacy of rural humour.

It’s Over to Us

 S i m p ly  L i v i n g

 S i m p ly  L i v i n g

 S i m p ly  L i v i n g

 S i m p ly  L i v i n g

 Ingredients:
 1 baking camembert 2 sheets puff pastry
 3 tbsp cranberry sauce 1 tbsp crispy bacon bits
 1 egg whisked Olive oil
 Rosemary leaves

EATING CHEESE AND BEING HEALTHY - Sue Arthur
Does that mean people think I’m the poster girl for cheese consumption alongside 
great health? It gave me a great laugh anyway to be asked to contribute. Cheese is part 
of my daily diet and has been all my life. In recent years it’s mostly been something 
on a cracker, but lately I’ve taken to having steamed broccoli at dinner time with any 
variety grated on top and a sprinkling of lemon pepper. And then there’s the occasional 
naughty treat like the recipe here, so I won’t be giving up the cycling anytime soon.
For a very long time all around the world, cheese has been the bad guy of 
nutrition. High in saturated fat and salt, we’ve been told for years by the experts 
to cut down because it will have negative effects on our health. However there 
are now a growing number of studies that are questioning that notion. 
‘People who eat a lot of dairy show no difference in their risk of cardiovascular 
disease, diabetes or mortality compared with people who eat small amounts. If 
anything, there is a small risk reduction - so it is actually beneficial,’ says Professor 
Arne Astrup, Head of the Department of Nutrition, Exercise and Sport at the 
University of Copenhagen and a global leader in nutrition and obesity research. 
It’s high in protein, calcium and B12. And it can help you stay slim because of 
butyrate found in cheeses like gruyere, blue, gouda and parmesan says Karen 
Ansel, R.D.N., co-author of Healthy	in	a	Hurry:	Simple,	Wholesome	Recipes	for	
Every	Meal	of	the	Day. “Research suggests that it may help boost metabolism,” 
Ansel says - and that is very good news!
It’s good for your bones and keeps your teeth healthier if you eat it at the end of 
your meal due to the reduction in lactic acid which breaks down tooth enamel.  
If you’re looking for a reduced-calorie cheese choose goat milk cheeses, or 
fresh cheeses like ricotta and fresh curd, or feta. The hard cheeses like cheddar 
seem to have the most calories.
So while further research is still emerging, the good news for most people is it 
is possible to eat cheese moderately as part of a healthy diet, but do keep your 
portions under control because it still contains a lot of fat!

Prep Time: 25 mins
Cook Time: 35 mins
Total Time: 1 hour
Servings: 4 

Recipe

There are mixed reports about school holiday behaviours around town.
Some parts of the community and town talk about our young ones being 
very respectful and safe on our streets. 

Others report fighting incidents at the skate bowl, including stand over 
bullying and door knocking and burgling of homes.

Let's look after our town and each other. Please keep us informed and 
more cameras installed should help us keep a check on this.
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5 - 9 Duke Street

OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
The South Waikato District Council held one of their Our Neighbourhood events at 
Barnett Street Reserve in Putaruru. There was kite flying with the kites provided, 
face painting, and a free BBQ.

The Putaruru Volunteer Fire Brigade was also on hand with their hand hose being 
used by children to aim at various targets.

A best of 3 series tug of war was convincingly won 2 - 1 by the girls team.

The light rain at the start of the event gradually increased in volume and with the 
hand hose being used increasingly towards the children it became a we might as 
well get completely wet experience.

PRINCES STREET GARDENS AND LIGHTING
Work continues in Princes Street with crews out working on lighting maintenance. 
Other parts of the Putaruru town centre are also having gardens tidied by the 
Council gardens team.

Diggers have been about as cables are laid in the centre median and new high 
standards have been locked into place. 

Plenty of red cones of course, but no cones to warn of the cones!

Power has been shut of in the area for some parts of the day as the work has 
progressed. Are we delighted? Well, we’re actually re-lighted and looking forward 
to seeing the results of the switch.
BUSINESS AFTER 5
The Pride in Putaruru Business After 5 was hosted by Styles on Main, Putaruru, on 
Monday evening recently.

Pictured above is Marjorie and a general shot of some of those attending.

Those attending this very well presented fashion shop learnt about how the 
original business was started, its shift to the previous well-known Princes Street 
site and now the colourful Tirau Street location.

Marjorie, the original 
owner who establish 
the store, told about 
how it all began 
and daughter Trudy 
explained how they 
always had quality 
New Zealand made 
garments in stock 
and their wide range 
of fashion clothing, 
shoes, bags and 
accessories.

Questions from those 
attending followed 
while drinks and 
nibbles complimented 
the friendly occasion. 
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LETS KEEP THE TOWN TIDYING GOING
What a difference a month makes. For years, this corner section opposite 
Countdown, was a main highway eye sore as can be seen in the first photo below, 
taken in February.

Now, after several working sessions, this area is starting to see the light of day. It’s 
good to see individuals and groups stepping up the maintenance of properties.

Businesses continue to promote both Putaruru and themselves by demonstrating a 
strong commitment to presenting a fresh clean image to both visitors and the community.
These two businesses captured recently are working on their own initiative to 
freshen the town’s image.

It’s not just leaves that drop in autumn - branches come down as well, but this 
time it’s part of the tidying process at the water feature by the roundabout.

Local Council Buildings are also to be painted. Scaffolding is in place for the 
painting of the SWDC services office and library in Overdale Street. In line with 
the colour schemes being used by Putaruru Moving Forward in it’s painting work 
around town, the council building likewise will use this palette.

CONES AROUND TOWN!

The slip on the up-hill entrance to Putaruru from the North was cleared away 
recently. There were delays as the road was reduced to one lane.

In town there was also activity near the railway crossing in Main Street.
It was a full on day for cones.
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BALLOONS AT TOKOROA
A large number of families gathered at the sports ground in Tokoroa to see some of the 
hot air balloon teams from the Balloons	Over	the	Waikato event set up their equipment.

There were also other family friendly activities arranged, such as the 4 way tug of 
war and free kites for children to fly.

HAIR COMES THE SUN…
The tree outside 
Steinies HairMasters 
has now been given a 
very close shave - it’s 
gone in fact.

It was time to remove 
the tree that had 
blocked the natural 
daylight from the 
working area inside the 
shop for a long time.

Occasionally there 
have been trims, but 
now it has been finally given the Sweeney Todd treatment. Next please.

This was the Putaruru and District Memorial Club fence a few weeks ago…

Painting organised by Putaruru Moving Forward in the business area of Putaruru 
continues to progress. Fencing at the Putaruru and District Memorial Club is being 
transformed as team White paints it black.

This won’t be the last of the leaves! Yes, it’s the falling leaves season and the 
Water Feature is having it’s scheduled water blast. No ducks were found but there 
was the odd extinguished bird among the debris.
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ICE SKATING AT PUTARURU PRIMARY
For four days, an indoor ice skating rink was set up for everyone to enjoy at the 
Putaruru Primary School Hall.

All the gear required was on hand as well as helpful instruction. After school the 
rink was open for families to enjoy time together.

GALA NIGHT FUN AT ST MARYS
The upper area at St Marys Catholic School  was packed with families in the fun fair 
atmosphere created by the wide variety of games, stalls and activities creatively arranged.

It’s so good to see students playing a big hand in making stimulating carnival 
games of skill. From crockery smashing, bungy water sliding to selfie dress-up 
photo shoots - oh yes and a large variety of tasty food.

There was 
also the 
competition 
to be Principal 
for the day - 
perhaps the 
acting Principal 
will declare 
a holiday for 
pupils.

One balloon was arranged on the ground so that you could walk inside it. There 
was a continuous stream of people taking advantage of this experience.

Another sat inflated as if ready for launch so that children could have their photo 
taken while sitting on the basket - with the occasional burst of flame to keep the 
atmosphere realistic. SWDC sponsorship made this community event possible.

CHECKOUT THE COUNTDOWN CHANGES
After a busy night of installation, the checkout systems at Countdown Putaruru 
have been upgraded. This process is still going on, but it’s business as usual while 
this up-grade occurs. The ever friendly staff are looking forward to the new system 
and we will report further on the changes once all work has been completed.
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PUTARURU FIRE BRIGADE BIKEATHON
The Putaruru Fire Brigade were down at Countdown and Z  for 25 hours doing a Bikeathon, 
Car wash and a Sausage Sizzle, fundraising for the Leukemia and Blood Foundation.

The event finished at noon on Sunday with a steady stream of cars being processed 
by the fire brigade car wash system up until this time.

There was good support for the Leukemia and Blood Foundation inspired 24 hour activity!

TIMBER MUSEUM MARKET DAY
The car park area of The Timber Museum became a market stall area on Sunday.

The New Zealand Timber Museum, showcases the history of the Timber Industry 
in the South Waikato.

RANGIURA NIGHT MARKET
A fine evening ensured that the Rangiura Night Market provided a relaxing 
environment in which to browse, buy and nibble.

The range of stalls included home made goods, pre-loved clothing and objects, 
massaging, beauty treatments, games, rides, toys and food.

Residents from Rangiura also took the opportunity to wander and drive amongst 
the attractively arranged stalls.
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Putaruru Ward Herman Van Rooijen  Hello, all residents. As I write 
this, our golden autumn weather is coming to an end and winter 
could be around the corner. South Waikato luckily escaped the 
worst of the storms of the last number of weeks , and many people 
have remarked on how lucky we are here.
Last Tuesday’s ANZAC remembrance services were very well attended, with 
a large number of residents of all ages to remember those who stood up for 
us against the bullies of this world and made incredible sacrifices.
The last few months at Council have been marked by many hours 
of meetings to consider all the needs of our District and come to a 

budget. As always it involves a lot of to’ing and fro’ing and instructions to staff to revise the 
figures to come to a balance between needs, wants and affordability. We aim to deliver quality 
services, maintain what we have got and provide for growth. This is the first time in my almost 
20 years as a councillor that we are looking at a growing population, strong demand for housing 
and growing school rolls. It brings a whole new set of issues to deal with, such as a need to 
amend the district plan and create space for both housing and industry. The district plan is still 
quite new and takes a lot of planning, consultation with our community and interested parties, 
but it is also urgent so as not to fall behind our surrounding communities.
Quite to the fore in my thinking is the fact the Hamilton bypass is being constructed and 
also planning is under way to upgrade Cambridge to Piarere, and that comes mighty close 
to Tirau and Putaruru.
On Wednesday 10th of May, 5:30pm to 7:30pm an opportunity will be to hear and see the 
plans for Putaruru Moving Forward. I urge you to take an interest in the future of your town and 
district. Many dedicated people give a lot of their time and resources to achieve good outcomes.
Recently marked the funeral of Roy Robbins, a man who came from outside, grew to love 
our community and gave the very best of himself to serve that community as a councillor 
and help to many local groups.
I like to end by encouraging you to play your part in whatever you can do and to support 
our local businesses as much as you can, it adds vibrancy, jobs and growth.

WARD REPORTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10.

The Prattler   prideinputaruru.com26

>

http://theprattler.org.nz


EBONY CURTIN - NEWLY APPOINTED PUTARURU SERVICES MANAGER
The South Waikato District Council is thrilled to let our community know that 
Ebony Curtin has taken on the role of Putaruru Services Manager. Ebony is a 
familiar face at the Putaruru Service Centre and is taking over the reigns as Pam 
Reed, another familiar face, is stepping back on her hours.

Ebony has 19 years of customer services experience based in the retail, tourism, 
information and local government sectors. She grew up in Putaruru and currently 
lives in Tīrau. Ebony has spent a large part of her working life in the South Waikato. 
With eight years working in the Tīrau Information Centre and the Putaruru Service 
Centre she is very familiar with our Council systems and customers. Ebony has 
strong connections with the community generally and has had involvement with 
local community groups which will be of further benefit to Council.

“As part of these changes we have considered opportunities for the Putaruru 
Office to take a greater role in working with local customers and groups that 
partner with Council,” said Ebony.” The team will be further enhancing their 
outreach to Tīrau and we will be taking on a greater role working with Pride in 
Putaruru and Putaruru Moving Forward. Given I was born and schooled in

CHANGES AT PUTARURU ARTS AND CRAFTS
Gloria Green has been elected as the new President of Putaruru Arts and Crafts. 
The Princes Street shop is a wonderful place for the purchase of those one of a 
kind, locally made hand-crafted gifts.

Putaruru 
Arts and 
Craft also 
ran an Easter 
Raffle which 
was drawn 
on the 12th 
of April. 

See in store 
for details 
about the 
raffle results 
and of course 
their crafts.

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES CLASS AT WORK
Students from the Primary Industries class were all busy this recently maintaining 
the garden plots at Putaruru College.

The bird netting was being realigned and small weeds being removed during this 
early autumn gardening session.

There was an invitation to return later in the year to see how the work was 
progressing. We certainly will!

Putaruru, it is a great 
opportunity for me to lead 
Council’s Putaruru Customer 
Service in a town that will 
always be home to me.”

“Having Pam still working 
in the office has been 
invaluable to facilitate a 
smooth transition,” said 
Ebony. “I thoroughly enjoy 
working with the Putaruru 
team and am looking forward 
to taking the lead on our 
customer service journey.”

“Ebony, Pam and the staff 
run a great service and I 
encourage the community to 
make use of our Council and 
Library facilities in Putaruru,” 
said Sam Marshall, Council’s 
Community Group Manager.
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Gloria Green, President of Putaruru Arts & Crafts.
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IN A ROUNDABOUT WAY

Someone once asked, “Did Roger Plant while Roger Waters?”

We’re not sure, but the roundabout planting is all complete and it probably won’t 
be long before it rains.

We appreciate the way the SWDC regularly maintain the garden areas in the 
central business area.

As we circle the roundabout, perhaps strains of Waters can be heard:

	 Kicking	around	on	a	piece	of	ground	in	your	home	town	
	 Waiting	for	someone	or	something	to	show	you	the	way.   
and just before flowering time it may be in order to ask: “Which one’s pink?”

But Plant, may muse:
	 Yes,	there	are	two	paths	you	can	go	by
 But in the long run
	 There’s	still	time	to	change	the	road	you’re	on…
but is there a stairway?

PUTARURU TEAMS SUPPORT OXFAM
Another Oxfam completed. City 
Girls retired after doing 10 of the 
100km trail walk, but when they 
relocated to Whakatane in 2016 
the temptation to do another 
was too great. Better still, a 50km 
event was added. In 2016 they set 
off to the Sunny Bay only to do the 
whole walk in torrential rain. They 
had never had to contend with 
rain in the past ten years so the 
good run had to end sometime.

This year City Girls returned 
again to do the 50km and were 
happy with the perfect weather. 

The course had changed a little 
and there were some hills added 
for the 50km walkers.

There were three teams from 
Putaruru entering the event, 
Meatballs (who did the 100km 
event and raised a total of 
$2732.00), consisting of Tracey 
Wilkinson, Kiamaia Kemp, Mark 
Lefebre and Richard Silvester.  

These guys were amazing 
finishing in a time of 20.08.25.

Team More Tit than a V8 
consisting of Kim Saunders, 
Doreen Follows Jason Barbarich 
and Trudie Barbarich did the 
50km and raised $2500.00 and 
City Girls, Kerry Farrant, Jan 
Bullot, Lesley Reece and Margaret 
Kennedy raised $2600.00.

There were a total of 227 
teams raising so far a total of 
$797,725.62 (80% of target) for 
Oxfam.

“This is an awesome event and 
I recommend it to anyone who 
wants a challenge,” says Jan.

The teams praise and thank all 
their sponsors and supporters.

HOW DOES THE COMMUNITY GARDEN WORK?
The Putaruru Community Garden probably works a little differently to any other 
Community Garden you may know - this one is run to suit the needs of Putaruru, 
our Community.

It is totally managed and worked by volunteers who love gardening and all its benefits 
and believe they can make a difference to the lives of others. These volunteers, some 
over 70, have given hours of thought, planning, digging, planting, weeding, picking, 
watering over the 15 months since we started, to get to what you see today.

Over each of the last 6 weeks, members have picked on average 10 supermarket 
bags of vegetables to distribute to the Food Bank, Churches and Opportunity 
Shops. They hope that it is starting to make a difference.
The Food Bank is the first place people should go to for help and advice about 
providing for their family. We deliver fresh produce there each Tuesday morning.

From 9:00am - 10:00am on Tuesdays, members are at the garden doing basic 
maintenance so people are welcome to call in and talk about their needs.

They would also like to hear what input you or any of your family can have in 
helping, in return for food. 
“It was never envisaged people help themselves at will with no thought of 
helping,” said a spokesperson.

The hour on Tuesday mornings will hopefully lead in due course to having spare 
vegetables and plants for sale. 

Come and see the community garden for yourself.
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A WAY TO GO YET - BUT WORTH WAITING FOR
If you go down to the dump today you’re sure of a big surprise. The weigh-bridge, 
(which had been malfunctioning), has been removed and the ground beneath it is 
being cleared from years of accumulated rubbish.

Currently, fresh fill is being emptied into the hole, with each added load being compacted.

The actual weigh-bridge structure is stored to the side awaiting the remediation 
work being carried out where it stood, to be completed.

It is envisaged that the weigh-bridge will be back in operation in about 2 weeks 
time. Then it will be able to carry that weight even if it’s not aweigh. As for us, we 
can’t wait.

CLOUD BASED SIGNAGE TRIAL
Activated sign in VC mode, but are they ‘cloud illusions?’
Putaruru may be in line for trial cloud based navigation services being developed 
by Mercator and Point. Few details are available at this time but the theory is that 
by employing new WAI, (Where Am I) technology, anyone with WAI equipped 
devices such as mobile phones and popular wrist activated fitness trackers will be 

able to use the service. Mercator and Point realise though that not everyone will 
have, or want to use this new technology, so existing signs are being left in what 
they call the VC mode. This Visual Cloud mode still provides non-WAI assistance 
but the down-side is that text and symbol orientation is not very user friendly. 
Some critics see this as a blatant attempt to force people into adopting the WAI 
technology, but only time will tell.
Another disadvantage that our example illustrates is that in VC mode, the actual 
information is wrong. Locals know that Hamilton and Rotorua are not necessarily 
in the same direction, but visitors may be caught unawares.
Over the years, many models have been created to represent how we see the 
earth and with modern technology this desire to create new visual and virtual 
representations of our world continues. Some have expressed surprise about 
the use of the acronym ‘WAI,’ which New Zealanders know refers to ‘water,’ but 
Mercator and Point explain that the blue and white represent the sky and clouds - 
the ‘home’ of their system. It may be that many years ago, singer-songwriter Joni 
Mitchell foresaw this situation, and her words may turn out to be prophetically 
true: It’s	cloud	illusions	I	recall	I	really	don’t	know	clouds	at	all...	If you see other 
evidence of this trial where actioned signs have been left in the VC mode, please 
contact the on-line Prattler.
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FAMILY PUZZLE PAGES
PRATTLER CROSSWORD

PRATTLER MAZE
Find the direct path from the yellow ENTRANCE to the red EXIT point.

           PRATTLER PHOTOS
Most photos that appear in 
The Prattler are available for 
purchase in print or digital 
form. Enquire now. Email:
theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
stating the issue number, (see the front page 
header of each Prattler), the page number 
and description of the photo/s requested. 
There is a small charge for this service.

Answers to all these original puzzles are on page 9 of this Prattler.

Across Clues:

2. a change in wording or meaning especially in a law (9)

8. a large or disorderly crowd (3)

9. the central part of a circular object (3)

10. the study of the supposed influences of the stars and planets on people’s lives  
       and behaviour (9)

11. a drama set to music (5)

14. to give up possession of on claim or demand (5)

17. a usually metal frame supporting an assortment of outdoor play equipment (3)

19. to twist (the body or a bodily part) in pain (6)

20. beaten eggs cooked without stirring until set and served folded in half  (6)

21. incapable of being explained or accounted for (3)

23. the style and layout of interior furnishings (5)

26. a feeling of being bored, tired, (5)

29. to direct with someone else (9)

30. a large bird with big head and eyes (3)

31. an Australian bird that does not fly but is a very fast runner (3)

32. to register for an event (9)

Down Clues:

1. friend (5)

2. to decrease in force or intensity (5)

3. more than is due, usual, or necessary (5)

4. ready to fall asleep (6)

5. a hard heavy blackish wood (5)

6. a Mediterranean garden herb (5)

7. capable of unimpaired function (5)

12. to clear of guilt (5)

13. the relationship that exists between the size, number, or amount of two things (5)

15. existing as a mental image (5)

16. a hanger-on who seeks advantage or gain (5)

17. a highly prized or well-beloved person (3)

18. a characteristic style of 1960’s British youth culture (3)

22. relating to, or coming from the stars (6)

23. a loose piece of turf (5)

24. a series of events or operations that recur regularly (5)

25. a device that sends out radio waves for finding out the position and speed of a  
       moving object (5)

26. a German, especially a soldier (slang) (5)

27. an item of value owned (5)

28. a large group of people who are close together in one place (5)
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These Advertisers Kindly Supported the
 May 2017 Prattler Production - Thank you.

Please support these businesses.

about COLOURS 12
Body Ease - Andrea Shaw-Thorpe 30
Charles - Central Kids Kindergartens 28
Digital Restoration @JUNCTION Services 11
Edmeades Jewellers 3
First Klass Pest Solutions Ltd 27
Hammer Hardware 20
JeMMa's Home Based Grandparents Programme 7
JeMMa's More Educarers Needed 17
Kay Humphries Travel 15
Laser Electrical 21
Laser Plumbing 17
Liz Jones-Parry - Powerhouse Reality 14
Nanas Toybox 25
Nicholson Surveying Ltd 3
Osteopath In Putaruru - Alex Reina 6
Owlets Forest Early Learning Centre 29
Physio Direct 22
Putaruru Electrical 16
Putaruru Panel Beaters 26
Putaruru Tyres 15
South Waikato Dental Surgery 10
Spargo Plumbing 30
STIHL Shop Putaruru 13
Stuart Edmeades - Silver Fern Farms 26
South Waikato District Council 19
Tirau Earthmovers Ltd 23
Tirau Panelbeaters 4
Van Dam Plumbing Ltd 6
Woodsy Engineering 24

SPOT THE DIFFERENCES
Can you spot the 6 changes that have been made to this water feature photo in 
the version underneath it?

PRATTLER ROUNDABOUTS PUZZLE
Join all the green roundabouts with a continuous line that passes through 
each roundabout once only, without crossing over itself.

PRATTLER TENTS PUZZLE
Draw a tent on a plain grass space so that each tree has its own tent, (either 
horizontally or vertically), and each tent has its own tree, (either horizontally or 
vertically). The squares in which the tents are placed must not touch on either the 
sides or the corners. Numbers located to the side and to the bottom of the puzzle tell 
how many tents are in each row and column.

Answers to all these original puzzles are on page 9 of this Prattler.
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 Manager: Lee Robertson
 PO BOX 155   PUTARURU   3443 
 Phone: 07 883 7272
 Fax: 07 883 7272
 Email: info@prideinputaruru.com  
 Web: prideinputaruru.com and theprattler.org.nz
 On-line Daily Blog: theprattler.org.nz
 Prattler: theprattler@prideinputaruru.com
 PiP TV Channel accessed from the Blog and/or website

PRIDE IN PUTARURU ASSOCIATION

Stu Edmeades: Chairman (Rural Representative)
Matt Corrin: Deputy Chairman (Putaruru Tyres)
Richard Heslop: Treasurer
Sheryl Van Dyk: (Van Dyks Furnishing & Over the Moon Cheese)
Wayne Bullott: (Putaruru Electrical)
Andrea Shaw-Thorpe: (Body Ease)
Raewyn Whiteman-Thorne: (@Junction Services)
Heather Wood (Aon Insurance)
Anne Edmeades: (Edmeades Jewellers)
Gray Baldwin (SWDC Representative)

PRATTLER/SCHOOLS TERM 2 CURRICULUM ACTIVITY: 
A DAY IN THE LIFE OF PUTARURU AND SURROUNDS
Designated Day: Wednesday June 14th (Week 7 of Term 2)
Overview
Primary Schools (including home schoolers)
The time-frame for what makes a day can be designated from say 8:30am (arriving 
at school), until about 4:00pm (to include after school activities in the grounds).

If as a class/school you arrange to go out and about in the community as a part of 
this ‘unit/investigation,’ that’s fine - just use your normal school procedures for this.

Secondary Schools (including home schoolers)
The time frame can be set as a whole school level such as 6:00am until 12 
midnight. This means that students have a longer independent time frame to 
capture life. It could be a photo of a sunrise over the paddocks, granny sitting on 
the porch, a milk tanker fetching milk, kids walking to school...

Adults/Families
The time frame can be the whole day, from midnight to midnight.

See page 12 for full details about this district wide activity.

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF PUTARURU AND SURROUNDS

Christian Name:    
Surname:
Age:
Contact address and phone number or name of school attended:

File name of photo:

This photo has had no additional processing and was taken in the 
South Waikato on June 14th 2017 by the person named above. 
Consent for PiP to exhibit/publish this photo is given.

1. What was the name of the balloon event held recently in the Waikato?
  Waikato Balloon Festival
  Balloons Over Waikato
  Balloon Fiesta Waikato
  Balloons Aloft

2. What popular song contains these lyrics? 
  Would	you	like	to	ride	in	my	beautiful	balloon?
	 	 Would	you	like	to	glide	in	my	beautiful	balloon?
	 	 We	could	float	among	the	stars	together,	you	and	I. 
  Up Up and Away
  Rocky Mountain High
  Love is in the Air
  Drifting and Dreaming

3. The first clearly recorded instance of human passengers being carried by a   
 balloon that used hot air to generate buoyancy, was built by? 
  The Robert brothers
  The Franklin brothers
  The Blériot brothers
  The Montgolfier brothers

4. What group sings 99 Red Balloons?
  Nena
  Abba
  Rouge
  Eagles 
5. The Palme d'Or awarded short film, The Red Balloon, features a boy being   
 taken for a ride over what city?
  Amsterdam
  London
  Berlin
  Paris 
6. Which pop group uses a balloon type reference in their group's name?
  Yellow Balloon
  The Dirigibles
  Led Zeppelin
  Stratocaster

7. Which female film director used free flight balloons equipped with small   
 cameras to record aspects of The Berlin Olympics? 
  Leni Riefenstahl
  Lotte Reiniger
  Ida Lupino
  Jeanne Moreau

8. Whose birthday present of a balloon broke while taking it to Eeyore's party? 
  Pooh
  Owl
  Piglet
  Kanga 
9. What form of writing usually uses balloons to convey speech?
  comic
  fable
  diary
  postcard

10. When the Hindenburg exploded on landing, Herbert Morrison who was   
 covering the event live for radio said?
  "A vicious ring of fire!"
  "Oh, the humanity!"
  "That's one giant plunge!"
  "A cataclysmic catastrophe!

To accompany Question 3 To accompany Question 5

To accompany Question 7 To accompany Question 10

Answers to Quiz:

Q1 Balloons Over Waikato  Q2 Up Up and Away  Q3 The Montgolfier brothers  Q4 Nena  Q5 Paris  
Q6 Led Zeppelin  Q7 Leni Riefenstahl  Q8 Piglet  Q9 comic  Q10 “Oh, the humanity!”

This is one of the 3 quizzes that was on-line at theprattler.org.nz where the original was self pacing with a % score given on completion. Access was also available to the answers.

ACTIVITY FOR EVERYONE
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